Report of the Preparation for Ministry Committee, St. Louis Association

September 1, 2012 – August 31, 2013

The Preparation for Ministry Committee of the St. Louis Association works with those who are discerning a call to authorized ministry.  Following the initial interview and completion/payment of a psychological evaluation, a member of our committee is assigned as an Advisor to the Member in Discernment (MID).  The Advisor monitors the MID’s educational process, offers encouragement and guidance, and receives regular reports from the MID.  The full committee meets annually with each MID, receives monthly update reports from each Advisor, and conducts an Ordination Interview with the MID following the completion of a standardized set of requirements.

The members of the Preparation for Ministry Committee are hard working and committed to this important work on behalf of the entire United Church of Christ.  We meet monthly each 2nd Thursday afternoon at First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, United Church of Christ.  Committee members give much additional time with and on behalf of the MIDs outside of the formal meetings.  This past year we received staff support from the Rev. Dr. Marc Wessels and then from the Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree.
The following list represents official actions taken by our committee during the past twelve months:

Conducted Initial Interviews with:
Austin McCandless of Eden UCC, Affton

Paul Porter of First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC

Tom Seat of Samuel UCC, Clayton

(One other interview was held, but the Committee chose not to proceed with the candidate at this time.)

Conducted Initial Interviews with and Accepted into Member in Discernment Status following Completion and Payment of Psychological Evaluation:

Doni Driemeier-Showers of Samuel UCC, Clayton

Vicki Hampton of Kirkwood UCC, Kirkwood 

Held Annual Update Interviews with:

Jan Barnes of First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC

Catherine Dixon of First Congregational UCC, Memphis

Larissa Forsythe of St. John UCC, Manchester

Matt Frierdich of St. Lucas UCC, St. Louis

Debra Harness of St. Johns Evangelical UCC, Mehlville

Rayla Hogue of First Congregational UCC, Memphis

Dawn Martin of Epiphany UCC, St. Louis
Holly Pederson of Holy Trinity Community Church UCC, Memphis

Dana Schindler of Eden UCC, Affton
Felicia Scott of Pilgrim Congregational UCC, St. Louis

Amy Seat of Samuel UCC, Clayton

Cherie Stolze of Parkway UCC, St. Louis
Examined and Approved for Ordination Pending a Call:

Jacquelyne Tyler of Glory to Glory Christian Church UCC, St. Louis

Celebrated the Ordinations of:

Rob Van Ess at Holy Trinity Community Church UCC, Memphis, on September 30, 2012

Nancy Mack at Peace UCC, Webster Groves, on October 7, 2012

Heather Arcovitch at Zion UCC, Florissant, on July 21, 2013

Approved Licensure Requests from:
Trinity UCC, Affton, for Jan Barnes, 1 year, from November 2012 to November 2013

Samuel UCC, Clayton, for Amy Seat, 3 months, from June 2, 2013 to September 1, 2013

Ended MID Relationship with:

Christopher Goss of Christ Church UCC, Maplewood, at his request

As of August 31, 2013, we have 16 Active Members in Discernment:

Jan Barnes, First Congregational Church of Webster Groves, UCC
Catherine Dixon, First Congregational UCC, Memphis
Doni Driemeier-Showers, Samuel UCC, Clayton
Larissa Forsythe, St. John UCC, Manchester
Matt Frierdich, St. Lucas UCC, St. Louis
Vicki Hampton, Kirkwood UCC, Kirkwood
Debby Harness, St. Johns Evangelical UCC, Mehlville
Rayla Hogue, First Congregational UCC, Memphis
Chuck Lindsay, First Congregational UCC, Memphis
Dawn Martin, Epiphany UCC, St. Louis
Holly Pederson, Holy Trinity Community Church UCC, Memphis
Dana Schindler, Eden UCC, Affton
Felicia Scott, Pilgrim Congregational UCC, St. Louis

Amy Seat, Samuel UCC, Clayton

Cherie Stolze, Parkway UCC, St. Louis

Jacquelyne Tyler, Glory to Glory Christian Church UCC, St. Louis

In addition, the Preparation for Ministry Committee hosted a Christmas luncheon for the Members in Discernment in December, approved the disbursement of grant funds from the St. Louis Association to MIDs who are currently working on their M.Div. degrees, and participated in the ordination services of those MIDs with whom we’ve worked.  Several committee members attended the annual Missouri Mid-South Conference Committees on Ministry Retreat at the Rickman Center in Jefferson City.  The committee currently is evaluating the psychological tests that are being given to potential MIDs as they come to us.  We have discussed the growing seminarian debt crisis and the recent General Synod resolution related to this, as we strategize ways to grow a scholarship fund for MIDs in the St. Louis Association.  Finally, we continue to live into a fuller use of “The Marks of Faithful and Effective Authorized Ministers of the United Church of Christ” with our Members in Discernment.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Ressler, Co-Chair, 
for the Preparation for Ministry Committee
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