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RELEVANT AREA FOR CONSULTATION

In accordance with the Education (Relevant Areas for Consultation on Admission Arrangements) Regulations 1999 and the Education Act 2002 (the 2002 Act) for determining admission arrangements for any particular school year, the relevant area for admission authorities for consultation on school admission arrangements is as follows;

Community Schools

The council is the admission authority for community schools. The relevant area for consultation on admission arrangements for Vale of Glamorgan Community Schools is the geographical area of the Vale of Glamorgan Council. 

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools

The relevant area for consultation on admission arrangements for voluntary aided primary schools is the radius of 2 miles from the school and any other primary school beyond two miles linked to the same secondary school (Schools need only consult other primary schools within the relevant area).

The local education authority must also be consulted in addition to those schools contained within the relevant area

Foundation and Voluntary Aided Secondary Schools

The relevant area for consultation on admission arrangements for foundation and voluntary aided secondary schools is the radius of 3 miles from the school and any linked primary school beyond three miles. (both primary and secondary schools must be consulted within the relevant area); 

The local education authority must also be consulted in addition to those schools contained within the relevant area.

ADMISSION NUMBER

All maintained schools must admit pupils up to their published admission number.  An admission may not be refused to any school until a schools admission number has been reached. The published admission number has been calculated in accordance with the Welsh Assembly Governments school capacity calculation methodology “Measuring the Capacity of Schools in Wales (MCSW)”. As this number is based on the physical capacity of the school to accommodate pupils it should not be exceeded in normal circumstances.

INFANT CLASS SIZE REGULATIONS

The Government introduced a policy to reduce class sizes for children aged five, six and seven year olds as part of its overall aim to improve educational standards in schools.

Section 1 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1988 and the Education (Infant Class Sizes) (Wales) Regulations 1998, which came into force on 1 September 1998, placed a duty upon Local Education Authorities and school governing bodies to limit to 30 the size of classes for 5, 6 and 7 year olds from September 2001 i.e. children in reception, year 1 and year 2 classes. Therefore from September 2001 no infant class will contain more than 30 pupils. 

Admission authorities are not required to admit a child to an infant class where to do so would be incompatible with the duty to meet infant class size limits, because the admission would require measures to be taken to comply with those limits which would cause prejudice to efficient education or efficient use of resources. Admission authorities can only refuse admission on the basis of infant class size prejudice if the admission number has already been reached.

NURSERY EDUCATION

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS

The Council is the Admissions authority for all maintained Community Nursery Schools and Nursery Classes in Community Schools.

Children are entitled to a part-time nursery place from the start of the term following their third birthday. It is common practice for parents to approach the Headteacher of their preferred nursery school or unit who will forward details to the admissions section of the Directorate of Learning and Development.

PUBLISHED DATE: In this policy the published closing date refers to the date set out in the Parental guidance document “Educating Children in the Vale of Glamorgan – A parental Guide to School Admissions in the Vale 2012 – 2013” that will be distributed to parents during the autumn term 2011.

The Council will consider each individual application received by the published closing date for a child who must be three years old. Where the number of applications for admission exceeds the number of places available, places will be allocated applying the following admission criteria, in the order of priority set out below, up to the approved capacity.

1. Children who will be three on or before 31 august 2012, resident within the defined catchment area of the school on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms. Evidence of a permanent residence of a child must be supplied if required. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone, the following criteria set out below, in order of priority, will be applied to produce an order of preference;

a) Children who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted. (Where preferences exceed places available, the council determines priority by reference to the age of the pupils’ youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority).

b) Children in chronological date of birth order, the oldest being admitted first. If two or more children have the same date of birth priority will be given to children living nearest the school as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

2. Three year old children in respect of whom the Council judges that there are compelling medical or social grounds for their admission to a specified nursery school/class i.e. those children recommended for placement with regard to medical, psychological or special education reasons, including looked-after children. (Written recommendations from the Area Health Authority, Director of Community Services, appropriate agencies or professional advisers will normally be required in such cases)
3. Other children who will be three on or before 31 December 2012, resident within the defined catchment area of the school on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms. Evidence of a permanent residence of a child must be supplied if required. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone, the following criteria set out below, in order of priority, will be applied to produce an order of preference;

a) Children who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted. (Where preferences exceed places available, the council determines priority by reference to the age of the pupils’ youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority).

b) Children in chronological date of birth order, the oldest being admitted first. If two or more children have the same date of birth priority will be given to children living nearest the school as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

4. Other children who will be three on or before 31 March 2013, resident within the defined catchment area of the school on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms. Evidence of permanent residence of a child must be supplied if required. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone, the following criteria set out below, in order of priority, will be applied to produce an order of preference;

a) Children who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted. (Where preferences exceed places available, the council determines priority by reference to the age of the pupils’ youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority).

b) Children in chronological date of birth order, the oldest being admitted first. If two or more children have the same date of birth priority will be given to children living nearest the school as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

5. In determining applications for admission for other children, remaining places will be allocated in the order of priority as set out below:

a) Children who will be three on or before 31 August 2012 who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted (Where preferences exceed places available, the council determines priority by reference to the age of the pupils’ youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority).

b) Children who will be three on or before 31 December 2012 who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted (Where preferences exceed places available, the council determines priority by reference to the age of the pupils’ youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority).

c) Children who will be three on or before 31 March 2013 who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted (Where preferences exceed places available, the council determines priority by reference to the age of the pupils’ youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority).

d) Children who will be three on or before 31 August 2012 with priority given to those living nearest the nursery school/class as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

e) Children who will be three on or before 31 December 2012 with priority given to those living nearest the nursery school/class as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

f) Children who will be three on or before 31 March 2013 with priority given to those living nearest the nursery school/class as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

In all cases evidence of permanent residence of a pupil at the time of application must be supplied if required. Any place approved on the basis of residence will be withdrawn if the pupil is no longer permanently resident at the address at the beginning of the school term to which the application relates. 

Where parents have shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives with both parents for part of the school week then the home address will be determined as the address where the child lives for the majority of the school week (i.e. 3 out of 5 days available).  Parents will be required to provide documentary evidence to support the address they wish to be considered for allocation purposes.

Where a parent provides fraudulent or intentionally misleading information to obtain the advantage of a particular school for their child, to which they would not otherwise be entitled, the LEA reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place.

No account is taken of the particular infant or primary school the child is likely to attend subsequently or to the length of time the school has been aware of the parental intention to apply for a place at the school.

Only applications received by the published closing date for receipt of preference forms will be considered in the initial round of allocation of places. Other preference forms received will be considered as late applications.

Parents should note that children attending a nursery school will not have an ‘automatic’ right to continued education at the same school when moving to reception class. All parents of children in a nursery class who are due to commence reception class in a following year, whether residing within the catchment area or outside it, will be required to complete an application form for that school accordingly (see Primary Education Admission Arrangements Section).

Parents should note that in respect of nursery admissions there is no right of appeal against a decision to refuse a place for a child at a particular school. 

Early Years Funding

Where places are unavailable in local community nursery schools or nursery classes within two miles of a child’s place of residence, parents may apply for nursery education place funding with a registered provider approved by the Vale of Glamorgan Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership. Funding will only be provided to a registered provider where there is no available state provision within 2 miles of a child’s home address.

PRIMARY EDUCATION

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS

The Council is the Admission Authority for all maintained Community Infant, Junior and Primary Schools in the Vale of Glamorgan. All admissions are approved by the Directorate of Learning and Development. 

In the case of a voluntary aided school the appropriate admissions authority is the governing body to which all applications for admission should be made.

The Council will ensure, as far as possible, that every pupil is guaranteed a place in a primary school within reasonable distance of home.

Reception age pupils may be admitted to school full time in the September of the academic year in which they reach five i.e. the September following a child’s fourth birthday. This is not a legal requirement, and parents may choose not to send their children to school until later in the year or when they are of statutory school age. This will be a matter for individual negotiation between parents and schools. Statutory school age is defined as the start of the term following a child’s fifth birthday.

All children living within a school’s designated catchment area, as defined by the Council, and who request their local school will normally be offered a place unless the school is full in terms of the recognised admission number, or infant class limit, if applicable.

Attendance at a Nursery Class does not automatically entitle a child to a reception class place in the same school.

All parents are required to express a preference for the school they wish their child to attend/transfer to, even if it is a catchment area school. In the autumn term 2011 parents will be invited to nominate their preferred primary school for the following September by completion of an appropriate application form. Parents will be notified of decisions during the Spring Term 2012. No firm guarantee can be given that a parents preference can be met in every case as requests for places in certain schools may exceed the number of places available.

PUBLISHED DATE: In this policy the published closing date refers to the date set out in the Parental guidance document “Educating Children in the Vale of Glamorgan – A parental Guide to School Admissions in the Vale 2012 – 2013” that will be distributed to parents during the autumn term 2011.

In deciding upon admissions the Council will consider each individual application received by the published closing date. Where a school is named in a statement of special educational needs the Council has a duty to admit the child to the school. An admission to a school will normally be granted provided a schools admission number or statutory class size limit, where applicable, will not been exceeded. However where the number of applications for admission to a school exceeds the number of places available, places will be allocated applying the admission criteria, in the order of priority, set out below. The Council will not normally exceed a schools admission number or breach the statutory class size limit of 30 pupils, where this applies.

Admission criteria in the event of oversubscription

1. Children who are looked after by a local authority in accordance with section 22 of the children Act 1989 and whom the LEA has confirmed will be looked after at the time of the child’s application and subsequent admission to the school. Highest priority will be given to these Looked After Children as required by the Education (Admission of Looked After Children (Wales) Regulations 2009.

2. Children who are currently permanently resident within the designated catchment area of the school on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone the LA will allocate places in the following order of priority to produce an order of preference. 
(a) Children in respect of whom the Council judges that there are compelling medical or social grounds for their admission to a specified primary school i.e. those children recommended for placement with regard to medical, psychological or special education reasons.

(b) Children who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted. The council will determine priority and allocate places by reference to the age of the pupil’s youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority.
(c) Children who live furthest from an alternative school with a place available as measured by the councils Geographical Information System (GIS). Those living furthest from an alternative school will have priority. 
In these circumstances, pupils outside of the catchment area would not be considered. Evidence of permanent residence of a child must be supplied if required.

3. Children not currently permanently resident within the designated catchment area of the school whose parents have satisfied the Council, on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms, that the child will be taking up residence within the catchment area by the commencement of the school term to which the application relates. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone the LA will allocate places in the following order of priority to produce an order of preference. 

(d) Children in respect of whom the Council judges that there are compelling medical or social grounds for their admission to a specified primary school i.e. those children recommended for placement with regard to medical, psychological or special education reasons.

(e) Children who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted. The council will determine priority and allocate places by reference to the age of the pupil’s youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority.
(f) Children who live furthest from an alternative school with a place available as measured by the councils Geographical Information System (GIS). Those living furthest from an alternative school will have priority. 
In these circumstances, pupils outside of the catchment area would not be considered. Evidence of permanent residence of a child must be supplied if required.

4. Children in respect of whom the Council judges that there are compelling medical or social grounds for their admission to a specified primary school i.e. those children recommended for placement with regard to medical, psychological or special education reasons. (Written recommendations from the Area Health Authority, Director of Community Services, appropriate agencies or professional advisers will normally be required in such cases). In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone criteria (5) and (6), in order of priority, would be applied to produce an order of preference. 

5. Children who have an elder brother or sister in attendance at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone, the council will determine priority and allocate places by reference to the age of the pupil’s youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority.

6. In determining applications for admission in respect of other pupils in the age group, the Council gives particular regard to the degree of proximity of the pupils home to the school, as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

Only applications received by the published closing date for receipt of preference forms will be considered in the initial round of allocation of places. Other preference forms received will be considered as late applications.

In all cases evidence of permanent residence of a pupil at the time of application must be supplied if required. Any place approved on the basis of residence will be withdrawn if the pupil is no longer permanently resident at the address at the beginning of the school term to which the application relates. 

Where parents have shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives with both parents for part of the school week then the home address will be determined as the address where the child lives for the majority of the school week (i.e. 3 out of 5 days available).  Parents will be required to provide documentary evidence to support the address they wish to be considered for allocation purposes.

Where a parent provides fraudulent or intentionally misleading information to obtain the advantage of a particular school for their child, to which they would not otherwise be entitled, the LEA reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place.

Statutory Appeals 

If parents are dissatisfied with the result of an application for a particular primary school, an appeal may be submitted to an independent Statutory Appeal Panel, any decision made by the panel is binding on the Council. If the appeal is not successful, further applications for a place at the same school will not be considered during the same academic year unless there are significant and material changes in the circumstances of pupil/parents or school.

Waiting Lists

Waiting lists will be maintained for oversubscribed schools where a place has been refused.

In respect of the annual allocation of places, applications will remain on the waiting list until the 31 August 2012. Applications received outside of the annual allocation of places will remain on the waiting list until the end of term in which the application is made. After this time parents will be expected to make a further application for admission.

Junior schools and Departments

Children enter junior schools and departments in the September following their seventh birthday and remain for four years. Each Junior school is linked with an infant school (and in most cases they are on the same site) and children normally transfer from their infant school to the linked junior school. Parents who prefer another junior school should make application to the school admissions section of the Learning and Development Directorate.

In many schools, the infant and junior sections are simply departments of the same school and children progress through the school from the infants to juniors without having to transfer elsewhere.

SECONDARY EDUCATION

ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS
The Council is the Admission authority for all maintained Community Secondary Schools in the Vale of Glamorgan. All admissions are approved by the Directorate of Learning and Development.

In the case of Voluntary Aided and Foundation schools, the appropriate admissions authority is the governing body to which all applications for admission should be made.

Children normally transfer to secondary school in the September following their eleventh birthday.

In the autumn term Parents of Year 6 pupils are invited to nominate their preferred secondary school for the following September. Details are also provided of the school to which their child would normally transfer to, based on a system of feeder primary school matching arrangements. 

No firm guarantee can be given that parents` preference can be met in every case as requests for places in certain schools may exceed the number of places available. The Council will endeavour to meet parental preference wherever possible provided there are spaces available and a school’s admission number will not been exceeded. 

PUBLISHED DATE: In this policy the published closing date refers to the date set out in the Parental guidance document “Educating Children in the Vale of Glamorgan – A parental Guide to School Admissions in the Vale 2012 – 2013” that will be distributed to parents during the autumn term 2011.

In deciding upon admissions the Council will consider each individual application received by the published closing date. Where a school is named in a statement of special educational needs the Council has a duty to admit the child to the school. An admission to a school will normally be granted provided a schools admission number will not be exceeded. However where the number of applications for admission to a school exceeds the number of places available, places will be allocated applying the admission criteria, in the order of priority, set out below. 

Admission criteria in the event of oversubscription

1. Children who are looked after by a local authority in accordance with section 22 of the children Act 1989 and whom the LEA has confirmed will be looked after at the time of the child’s application and subsequent admission to the school. Highest priority will be given to these Looked After Children as required by the Education (Admission of Looked After Children (Wales) Regulations 2009.
2. Pupils in the promoting age groups who are on register in one of the secondary schools` designated feeder primary schools on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms.

In the event of over-subscription by applicants from the designated feeder primary schools alone, criteria  (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9) in order of priority, would be applied to feeder school pupils only to produce an order of preference. In these circumstances, pupils outside of the feeder school system would not be considered.

3. Pupils in the promoting age group who live within the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s designated catchment area of one of the secondary schools` feeder primary schools on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms. Evidence of permanent residence of a child must be supplied if required. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone criteria (5), (6) and (8) in order of priority, would be applied to produce an order of preference.

4. Pupils in the promoting age group not currently living within the Vale of Glamorgan Council’s designated catchment area of one of the secondary schools` feeder primary schools whose parents have satisfied the Authority, on or before the published closing date for receipt of preference forms, that they will be taking up residence in the designated catchment area by the commencement of the school term to which the application relates. Evidence of permanent residence of the child must be supplied. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone criteria (5), (6) and (8) in order of priority, would be applied to produce an order of preference.

5. Pupils in respect of whom the Council judges that there are compelling medical or social grounds for their admission to a specified secondary school i.e. those children recommended for placement with regard to medical, psychological or special education reasons. (Written recommendations from the Area Health Authority, Director of Community Services, appropriate agencies or professional advisers will normally be required in such cases). In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone criteria (6), (7) and (8) in order of priority, would be applied to produce an order of preference.

6. Pupils who have an elder brother or sister at the school, years 8 to 11 only, and who will be on register at the school during the academic year in which the child is to be admitted. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone, the council will determine priority and allocate places by reference to the age of the pupil’s youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority.
7. Pupils resident within the geographical area of the Vale of Glamorgan Council. Evidence of permanent residence of a child must be supplied if required. In the event of over-subscription by applicants from this category alone criteria (8) would be applied to produce an order of preference.

8. In determining applications for admission in respect of other pupils in the promoting age group, the Council gives particular regard to the degree of proximity of the pupils home to the secondary school, as measured by the shortest available walking route, those living nearest will have priority. The council uses a Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school distances.

9. Pupils in a lower age group whose premature transfer to secondary education has been approved by the Authority.

Only applications received by the published closing date for receipt of preference forms will be considered in the initial round of allocation of places. Other preference forms received will be considered as late applications.

In all cases evidence of permanent residence of a pupil at the time of application must be supplied if required. Any place approved on the basis of residence will be withdrawn if the pupil is no longer permanently resident at the address at the beginning of the school term to which the application relates. 

Where parents have shared responsibility for a child, and the child lives with both parents for part of the school week then the home address will be determined as the address where the child lives for the majority of the school week (i.e. 3 out of 5 days available).  Parents will be required to provide documentary evidence to support the address they wish to be considered for allocation purposes. Only applications received by the published closing date for receipt of preference forms will be considered in the initial round of allocation of places. Other preference forms received will be considered as late applications.

Where a parent provides fraudulent or intentionally misleading information to obtain the advantage of a particular school for their child, to which they would not otherwise be entitled, the LEA reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place.

Statutory Appeals 

If parents are dissatisfied with the result of an application for a particular primary school, an appeal may be submitted to an independent Statutory Appeal Panel, any decision made by the panel is binding on the Council. If the appeal is not successful, further applications for a place at the same school will not be considered during the same academic year unless there are significant and material changes in the circumstances of pupil/parents or school.

Waiting Lists

Waiting lists will be maintained for oversubscribed schools where a place has been refused.

In respect of the annual allocation of places, applications will remain on the waiting list until the 31 August 2012. Applications received outside of the annual allocation of places will remain on the waiting list until the end of term in which the application is made. After this time parents will be expected to make a further application for admission.

Admission Numbers: September 2011

	
	
	

	
	School Name
	Admission Number

	
	Peterston-S-Ely
	24
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