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WELCOME 
 

Welcome to the first issue of The LOMA Weekly 
Herald! This weekly newsletter is meant to 
inform LOMA’s members about LOMA’s 
activities that are advancing the Macedonian 
Cause. It also will be a source for educational, 
cultural, and historical information regarding 
Macedonia. 
 

As you may know, our mission includes 
promoting Macedonian culture, protecting the 
Macedonian identity, and conducting outreach, 
education and awareness regarding Macedonian 
issues. We hope that we are successful in each of 
those regards. First and foremost, however, we 
want LOMA to be an organization that helps 
bring Macedonian-Americans closer to each 
other, their homeland, and their Macedonian 
identity. 
 
While we are excited about all of our ideas and 
initiatives, we are a volunteer organization and 
we really want to involve as many members as 
possible. Whether it’s an idea you have for us to 
pursue, or a project you want to help us with, 
we welcome your help. After all, this is for all of 
us – the Macedonian-American community.  
 
We are looking forward to the upcoming 
months and years, and we hope you are, too. 
And we hope you find this newsletter 
informative.  
 
Sincerely, 
Founders and Board Members: 
 
Victor Sinadinoski, Goce Petreski, and Victor 
Metroff 
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Recap of the Week 
 

We’d like to believe our first week was 
productive. Some of our highlights include: 
 

 Securing a website and domain name 

 Establishing our mission and principles 

 Organizing and structuring this 
newsletter 

 Creation of a Facebook page 

 Wrote three letters addressing 
Macedonian issues  

 Received one written response 
 

Next Week’s Goals and Projects 
 
We hope to continually build our group’s 
activities and efforts. Here’s some of what we 
have planned for next week: 
 

 Increase the number of members 

 Creating a logo for LOMA 

 Write more letters to public officials and 
journalists 

 Generate material for this newsletter 
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Test Your Knowledge about 

Macedonia! 
 
Whoever submits their answers first and gets 
the most right will get a shout-out in next 
week’s issue, which will also include the correct 
answers. Good luck! 
 

1. What villages make up the Jegunovce 
Municipality in Macedonia? 

 
2. What is the Macedonian name for the 

Aegean Macedonian town the Greeks 
renamed to Florina? 

 
3. Which lake has a larger surface area: 

Ohrid or Prespa? 
 

4. What was the name of the first republic 
established in Macedonia? 
 

5. Who said the following: “I understand 
the world solely as a field for cultural 
competition among the peoples.” 
 

6. Who wrote “On Macedonian Matters”? 
 

7. Where is Macedonia seated at the 
United Nations and why? 
 

8. Was Jane Sandanski a left-wing or right-
wing VMRO member? 

 
9. My father’s parents were Macedonians 

from Ohrid. I ruled the Soviet Union 
from 1953 to 1955. Who am I? 

 
10. What Macedonian singer is famous for 

the song “Svadba Golema”? 
 

Submit answers to: leagueofmacedonians@yahoo.com 

 

Macedonian-English Crossword 

Fill in the correct English translations for the 

following words: 

Across 

1. kuche/куче 

3. ptica/ птица 

7. zhelka/желка 

10. lav/лав 
 

Down 

2. svinja/свиња 

4. magare/ магаре 

5. machka /мачка  

6. konj/коњ 

8. mechka/мечка 

9. zhaba/жаба 
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Narodna Song of the Week 
 
Macedonian folk songs are special not just 
because of the music’s captivating sounds and 
deep emotional appeal, but because of the 
stories and history contained within them. 
Macedonia has a tradition of passing down 
stories and history through music. If we pay 
close attention to these songs, and treat them as 
more than just music we listen to, we can 
rediscover these stories and come closer to 
understanding the lives of the generations 
before us. 
 
This week’s song is ‘Ozdola Idat Ratkini Drushki’. 
The story of this song goes like this:  
 
Rada’s friends go looking for her and ask an old 

lady where they can find her. The old lady 

replies that Rada is in a room upstairs playing 

cards with a Turk. When the friends go upstairs 

to get Rada, they find her slaughtered. 

 
Although this song is not uplifting, it is 
representative of the atmosphere in Macedonia 
during the Ottoman Empire. Macedonians used 
folk music as a way of preserving the memory of 
those who perished under Turkish rule. 
  
 

LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN 
 

Letter to the US Ambassador to Greece 

 
April 20th, 2015 
 
Dear Ambassador David D. Pearce: 
  
I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to 
you regarding the situation of ethnic 
Macedonians in northern Greece. With Greece’s 
current economic instability, which has already 
caused, and may further lead to, an array of 
social problems, I hope that the United States 

does not ignore the potential ramifications this 
may have for unrecognized ethnic minorities in 
Greece. In particular, the ethnic Macedonian 
community in Greece is not recognized as such, 
and ethnic Macedonians there have suffered 
decades of abuse and discrimination. 
  
I am sure you are aware of the disrespectful and 
hateful manner in which many Greeks – public 
officials included – refer to Macedonians: Slavs, 
Skopjans, Bulgars, etc. This unwillingness by the 
Greek government and people to acknowledge 
that ethnic Macedonians exist in Greece, which 
is motivated and fostered by decades of 
chauvinism and intolerance, has disappointed 
many Macedonians. Furthermore, it should 
concern and worry the United States that a 
country it partners with in NATO, and a country 
that has had a long but troublesome role in the 
EU, is not fulfilling its obligations and 
requirements to operate in a democratic manner 
by granting all citizens equal rights, freedoms, 
and security. Specifically, Macedonians are often 
obstructed from: forming political parties; 
creating cultural associations; speaking the 
Macedonian language; reclaiming property; and 
identifying as ethnic Macedonian. 
  
The United States is home to a substantial 
number of ethnic Macedonians who have roots 
in northern Greece. The League of Macedonian-
Americans (LOMA) hopes that you, as a 
representative of the U.S. government on the 
international stage, can encourage officials in 
Greece to reform their thinking and revise their 
policies with regards to the Macedonian 
minority in Greece. We would like to see the 
U.S. government put pressure on Greece to 
officially recognize that an ethnic Macedonian 
minority exists within Greece’s internationally 
recognized borders. 
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On behalf of LOMA, I want to thank you for 
your time and for considering the issues 
discussed in this letter. 
  
Sincerely, 
Victor Sinadinoski 
League of Macedonian-Americans (LOMA) 
 

Letter to www.airport-business.com regarding 

their use of FYROM. 

      
      April 22, 2015 
 
In this article, the authors referred to the 
Republic of Macedonia as ‘FYROM’. We are 
assuming that ACI Europe, this website’s 
administrators, and the article’s authors do not 
understand how offensive the term ‘FYROM’ is 
to Macedonians around the world. The official 
name of Macedonia is the ‘Republic of 
Macedonia’. Around two-thirds of the world’s 
countries recognize Macedonia under its 
constitutional name. Moreover, this is the name 
that the people of Macedonia have chosen to call 
their country, as ‘Macedonia’ is the only name 
they have known throughout the centuries. We 
hope you understand how it can come across as 
disrespectful to call a people by a name other 
than the one they have chosen for themselves. 
 
The League of Macedonian-Americans believe 
that an appropriate and just action would be for 
this website’s administrators to replace 
‘FYROM’ with ‘Republic of Macedonia’ or 
‘Macedonia’ from now on when referring to the 
Republic of Macedonia. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 

Their response to our comment:  

 
      April 23, 2015 
Dear Mr Sinadinoski, 

 
I do so hope that you are well. 
 
Thank you so kindly for your email regarding 
the error in the article concerning the ACI 
EUROPE Director General's visit to – I would 
like to just take this opportunity to sincerely 
apologise for the mistake and to notify you that 
it has been amended.  
 
Thank you so much again for bringing this to 
our attention.  
 
Kind regards, 
Amy 
 

To Be Decided 
 
In order to increase transparency and 
involvement in LOMA’s decision-making 
process, we will open many decisions to our 
members’ input regarding operations, activities, 
and the structure of LOMA. 
 
1. Should the website have a sign-up sheet for 
members? 
 a. Yes – it will make the organization 
appear more professional and provide LOMA 
with useful demographic information. 
 b. No – it is not necessary. The process 
of becoming a member should be simple, and 
we should be hesitant on collecting information 
other than names, e-mails, and ethnicity. 
 
2. Should we use an e-mail address that doesn’t 
end with yahoo.com?  
 a. Yes – it will make us seem more 
professional and credible. 
 b. No – if people think our credibility is 
hurt because of our e-mail address, then we’re 
glad we’re not attracting those types of people. 
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3. Should LOMA make statements about the 
Republic of Macedonia’s political events, or take 
actions regarding such? 
 a. Yes – what is happening in 
Macedonia is really important to Macedonians 
and our future. 
 b. No – LOMA is trying to focus on 
positive things primarily for the Macedonian-
American community, and we are not immersed 
enough in the situation over there to 
consistently be knowledgeable of certain 
developments. 
 c. Maybe – LOMA can make general, or 
specific, statements that align with our mission 
and principles without coming out in support 
of, or opposition to, any particular political 
party.  
 

Quotes about Macedonia 
 
“Macedonia is the country between Thrace on the 
east and Illyria on the west, bounded on the south by 
Thessaly and the Aegean Sea, and on the north by the 
lands which belong to the basin of the Danube.” –
H.F. Tozer, 1908  
 
“Like all primitive peoples, the Macedonians record 
events closely touching their lives in those folk songs 
which are sometimes preserved for centuries, 
composed by no one knows whom.” –Albert 
Sonnichsen, Confessions of a Macedonian 
Bandit, 1909  
 
“We have received a telegram from Lausanne in 
which the Macedonian Societies in Switzerland 
appeal to Great Britain on behalf of ‘two million 
Macedonians.’ They complain that under Greek and 
Serbian rule they are being denationalized, and they 
ask that Macedonia may be constituted into a free 
and independent State under the protection of one of 
the Great and least interested Powers.” –The Times, 
October 17, 1919 

“I am too old to think of such foolish things as love, 
but when Macedonia is free, perhaps I may settle 
down and marry; for the present I have no thoughts 
on that subject.” – Katrina Arnautova, 1903 
 
 

News from Macedonia 
 

Apparently, 40 Albanians wearing UCK 
uniforms took over a police watch tower in 
Goshince, Macedonia (Lipkovo Municipality). 
The police were beaten and eventually let go. 
The Albanians claimed that they did this 
because of their perceived lack of rights and 
freedoms. Macedonian police recently arrested 3 
Albanians for the incident.  

---------- 
In the central Macedonian city of Veles, 14 
migrants on foot, traveling from East Africa and 
West Asia on route to Western Europe, were 
killed by a train as they walked on and along the 
tracks.  

---------- 
Political scandals continue to unfold and 
develop in Macedonia as the opposition party 
releases more evidence of alleged illegal spying 
and corruption by the ruling party. 
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