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National Gathering Convenes Food, Farm, and Garden Educators for 
Learning, Skill-Building and Celebration  
 
Concord, MA, September 27, 2016: On November 4-6, 2016, farmers, teachers, public health 
clinicians, conservationists, food system advocates and others -- from as far away as La Paz, Bolivia and 
as near as Harvard, MA -- will all convene in Concord, MA for the 6th Farm-Based Education 
Gathering. The event is designed to strengthen educational experiences on working farms for learners 
of all kinds. It’s being organized by the Farm-Based Education Network (FBEN), now celebrating its 
10th year.  
 
“People have an innate ability to connect to farms and food,” says Vera Simon-Nobes, Farm-Based 
Education Network Coordinator and Lead Conference Organizer. “This conference will bring together 
all the stakeholders to learn how to expand and enrich on-farm experiences so that people can make 
those connections.”  
 
The Gathering occurs at an exciting and challenging time for agriculture and for education. From GMOs 
to childhood nutrition standards, from greenhouse gases to salmonella outbreaks, agriculture lies at the 
bull’s eye of many complex and interlocked issues. Learning on actual farms can deepen people’s 
understanding of food systems and their roles within them to support more informed decision-making 
for the health of people and the planet. Within the equally complex world of education, farm-based 
learning is a promising form of interdisciplinary, experiential, place-based education -- with real-world 
applications and relevance that make the learning authentic. 
 
“The Gathering will be a time to build skills, share success stories, and foster new collaborations,” 
Simon-Nobes says. “Through the FBEN, we network online through our website and social media, but 
nothing equals the power of being together in one place.” Network Founding Executive Director, Brooke 
Redmond adds, “At this gathering, you might have a network member who hosts soil science classes 
sitting next to someone who teaches kids about mushroom inoculation, sitting next to a chef from a 
school cafeteria, all listening to a teacher share how she teaches math to her students through garden 
design and planting at a local farm. It’s hopeful and inspiring to gather and learn from one another. 
Ideas can really take hold.”  
 
The theme of the Gathering is “Connections that Lead to Change,” and organizers promise ample time 
for partnerships to grow throughout the three day event. Friday offers a full day workshop at The Farm 
School in Athol, MA, multi-stop field trips to Boston-area sites, and a short course at Drumlin Farm 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Lincoln that will focus on how to make farms and gardens accessible to people of 
all abilities. A wood-fired pizza dinner at Verrill Farm will launch the weekend. Saturday will present 
over 50 workshops on topics ranging from “Making Soap and Salve with Kids”, to “Animal Husbandry 
at Summer Camp” to “Turning Your Idea into an Organization”. Saturday will conclude with a showcase 



of Concord-grown food at a “Taste of Colonial Concord” meal at the historic Colonial Inn. Presenters 
from around the country will share more successes, challenges and inspiration with attendees on 
Sunday before the program concludes midday.  
 
Historic Concord, MA, the town where farmers stepped away from their plows to start a revolution in 
1775, offers the event many great sites and experts. Stakeholders from health professionals to gardeners 
to educators have been working together for decades to maintain the town’s agrarian roots. In 2012, the 
town underwent a community food system assessment and volunteers have been working to drive the 
recommendations forward. Brian Donahue, Historian, Brandeis University Professor, FBEN co-founder 
and Author of Reclaiming the Commons: Community Farms and Forests in a New England Town 
shares, “Concord is part of global efforts to recreate regional food systems resembling the one we had a 
century ago, when we at least provided a large part of our own vegetables, fruits, milk and eggs along 
with some of our meat.  Through farm-based education, we get get kids' fingers in the dirt and they 
learn about where their food comes from. This learning can help inspire a life-long commitment to 
healthier eating, food justice, and sustainable farming. Food, Farm, and Garden-based education is a 
critical part of these efforts.” All Concord residents are encouraged to attend and several programs have 
been developed specifically for this vibrant host community- most notably the family programming on 
Saturday morning of the Gathering. Complimentary registration is offered to Concord and Carlisle 
school educators, administrators and food service staff.  
 
The Farm-Based Education Network was the brainchild of representatives from eleven farm-based 
organizations who, ten years ago, established the association to support educators, farmers, and 
community leaders who provide access and experiences of all kinds on working farms. It has grown 
from 18 members in 2006 to over 2,700 today. “Since the Network was founded, the breadth of the 
programming offered in classrooms, on farms and in kitchens across the globe has widened 
impressively,” Redmond said.  
 
The Network is free to join. It maintains a database of sites and practitioners, celebrates the work of its 
members through monthly communications, fields questions from around the world, and collaborates 
with members and partner organizations to host workshops and immersive courses for practitioners. 
The FBEN Gathering in Concord will be the Network’s largest event to date. The FBEN is a project 
administered by Shelburne Farms of Shelburne, Vermont, and supported by regional groups and 
network advisers.  
 
Registration for the 6th Farm-Based Education National Gathering, November 4-6, is open now, and 
scholarships are available to offset the cost of attending. The Gathering is organized by the Farm-Based 
Education Network in partnership with The Trustees, Massachusetts Farm to School, Concord-Carlisle 
Community & Adult Education, Shelburne Farms, and the Concord Food Collaborative.  Lead Sponsor 
Partners include Green Mountain Creamery, Emerson Hospital, Whole Foods Market, Concord’s 
Colonial Inn, and Woods Hill Table, Woods Hill Farm and the film Farmageddon: The Unseen War on 
American Family Farms . Registration is open now. Early Bird Registration Deadline is 
September 30. Registration will close October 14.  
 
For more information: www.farmbasededucation.org. Photos available upon request.  
 
                                                                                       ### 
 
The Farm-Based Education Network is a free member network established to strengthen and support 

http://www.farmbasededucation.org/


the work of educators, farmers, and community leaders who provide access and experiences of all kinds 
on working farms. The FBEN is a project administered by Shelburne Farms and supported by regional 
groups and network advisers who co-coordinate many of the outreach and program activities. 
 


