
4TH ANNUAL VETERANS
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
TRAINING SYMPOSIUM

SATURDAY
November 5, 2016
8:30am - 4pm

PRESENTING
SPONSOR

HOSTED BY
HCC Entrepreneurship
and Innovation Program at
HCC’s Ybor City Campus



8:30 - 9:00am Registration, Breakfast & Networking

9:00 - 9:30am Welcome, Color Guard, National Anthem

10:30 - 11:45am Speed Pitches*

9:30 - 10:15am Keynote Speakers

3:00 - 3:55pm Pitch Competition

4:00pm Pitch Winner Announced

11:45 - 12:30pm
Lobby/Outside

Networking Lunch | Campus Tours | FVEP Reg.

10:15 - 10:25am BREAK

ROOM 212              MANAGE IT! 

ROOM 215                  FRANCHISE IT!

12:30 - 1:10pm BREAKOUT SESSION 1

ROOM 212              MARKET IT!  

ROOM 215                  CONTRACT IT!

1:15 - 1:55pm BREAKOUT SESSION 2

ROOM 2017              PITCH IT! 

YBOR ROOM              FUND IT!

2:00 - 2:45pm BREAKOUT SESSION 3

2016 VETS AGENDA AT A GLANCE

*A bracket style speed 
pitch for Veterans that 
applied for Business 
Pitch Competition but not 
selected for 1st round get 
a chance to compete for 
two “at large” spots.

Audience must be seated 
before pitch competitions 
begin. No one will be 
permitted to enter the 
Ybor Room once
pitches begin.  



2016 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Author and Entrepreneur Gary Schoeniger is an 
internationally recognized thought leader in the field of 
entrepreneurial mindset education. His message has 
influenced a broad audience from academic institutions 
and economic development organizations to government, 
and non-profit clients worldwide including the Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation, the Cisco Entrepreneur Institute, and 
the US State Department. Schoeniger led the development 
of the Ice House Entrepreneurship Program, which has been 
recognized by the Kauffman Foundation as “redefining entrepreneurship
education in classrooms and communities around the world”. The Ice House 
Entrepreneurship Program has also been featured at the United Nations General 
Assembly, the Papal Council for Peace and Justice at the Vatican, as well as the 
European Commission in Brussels. Schoeniger, along with Pulitzer nominee Clifton 
Taulbert, is also the co-author of Who Owns The Ice House: Eight Life Lessons
From An Unlikely Entrepreneur, an international bestseller described as “required 
reading for humanity”.

GARY SCHOENIGER 

Born in the Bronx, I attended the High School of Art and 
Design and studied commercial art. After graduation, I 
attended Pratt with the dreams of becoming an Art Director. 
Still unsure of my own future, I decided to put it all behind 
me and I ran away with the circus, also known as the U.S. 
Army. I served our great country for seven eye-opening 
years in Germany as a Forward Observer with the 3rd 
Infantry Division. To this day, I still know the words to our 
Division song, “Dog Face Soldier”. Trust me, not an easy song to forget. 

When I returned to the states I chose Tampa, Florida to restart my advertising 
career. Over the next 20 years, I fine-tuned my career as a creative professional. 
While at a prominent Tampa agency, I rose to the position of Creative Director 
and when the opportunity presented itself, I purchased the assets of the defunct 
Lipphardt Agency in 2001. My partner and I renamed the agency the Dutcher Group 
and served a variety of National and International clients. In 2006, I started Grupo D, 
a Hispanic marketing division of the Dutcher Group. My Latin and European heritage 
provide me with a cultural insight that has contributed to my success as a Creative 
Director and cultural strategist. 

GEORGE ZWIERKO



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Franchising has become an increasingly popular path to structured self-
employment and entrepreneurship. Learn all about the franchising process
and whether or not it is right for you.  

Presenter: Pat Deering
Franchise Specialist, FranNet of Central Florida and Tampa Bay

Franchise It! 

Effective marketing is an endless and complex process. Learn about effective use 
of social media, branding, and the basics of market research and proof of concept.

Panelists:  
 •   Amanda Jones, Hillsborough Public Library
 •   Kim Randall, KiMedia Strategies
 •   Alfred Goldberg, Absolute Mobile Solutions
 •   Lisa Demmi, KohlerHaus
Moderator  |  Greta Kishbaugh, St. Petersburg College

Market It!  

Accounting, business formation, intellectual property rights and management. 
These are a few of the common terms that can be confusing and cause people
to pause and reconsider self-employment. Learn about how these critical
business functions are crucial to business success or failure. 

Panelists:
 •   Eric Liguori, PhD, The University of Tampa
 •   Jen McDonald, Insurance Merchant Services
 •   Diana Hayes, Trenam Law
 •   Deborah Barnes, Financial Advisor, CPA, Baird

Moderator  |  Jenny Clark, Solvability

Manage It! 



BREAKOUT SESSIONS (CONT.)

One of the most skills for an entrepreneur to possess is the ability to pitch his/her
business idea. Mentors will help you practice techniques to efficiently deliver your
business pitch. 

**PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SESSION MUST BE ATTENDED BY ALL 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE BUSINESS PITCH COMPETITION**

Panelists:
 •   Gary Schoeinger, ELI
 •   Clint Day, Entrepreneurship Educator
Moderator  |  Paul Huszar, VetCor Services

Pitch It! 

One of the most common reasons for business failure or an inability for a business 
to launch is a lack of financial resources. Learn about the various forms of financing 
options that are commonly available to entrepreneurs, including crowd funding, 
venture capital and angel investment, bootstrapping and business loans.

Panelists:
 •  Carlos de Quesada, VeraCruz Advisory, LLC
 •  Ty Mathen, UpValet

Moderator  |  Rob Sansome, Florida Prosperity Partnership

Fund It!

Learn complex process of government contracting, registering for women
owned and Veteran owned business, and attaining 8(a) status.

Panelists:
 •  Carolyn Dragseth, DC Contracting Group
 •  Robert Chavarria, SBA

Contract It!



PITCH COMPETITION! 

This event features entrepreneurs pitching their business ideas in a four-minute 
“Shark Tank” competition. Participants (must have applied prior to the event) 
compete for $10,000 in prizes. Come and watch and cheer on your fellow 
veterans and active duty service members.

PITCH Moderator

Paul Huszar, President, CEO VetCor
Paul Huszar is the CEO, President, and majority owner 
of VetCor, LLC, a restoration company focused on hiring 
veterans, and recently recognized as the Bright House 
Networks Start-up of the Year in the Tampa Bay Region. 
VetCor operates throughout south Florida with a vision of 
even greater expansion. Paul retired from 23 years of active 
duty military service including four combat tours in Iraq, one 
unaccompanied tour in Korea, and operational deployments 
to Thailand, Bolivia, Honduras, Panama, and Haiti. He and his family moved to 
South Tampa upon his retirement, and he began his tenure as President of VetCor 
on December 9, 2013.

Lisa Monnet, Founder, CEO, Eye C Solutions
Dr. Lisa Monnet is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer 
of Eye C Solutions, a Tampa, Florida-based firm which 
delivers customized solutions and strategies for improving 
efficiencies, as well as products and services in Biometrics, 
Health Information Technology, IT Security and Program 
Management to clients in both the private and public sectors.

Prior to establishing Eye C Solutions, Dr. Monnet served as 
the Chief Operating Officer for a Service Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business, 
where she provided multidiscipline support to the Intelligence Community and the 
Department of Defense worldwide. In this capacity, Dr. Monnet was responsible for 
oversight of daily operations, to include global support to intelligence consumers 
in the operational, technical, geospatial and analytical domains. Prior to joining 
the defense industry, Dr. Monnet held senior executive positions within the 
corporate aviation industry, where she was responsible for daily operations, overall 
performance, strategic direction, marketing international partnerships, acquisitions, 
and long-term growth.

Meet the Sharks 



PITCH COMPETITION! (CONT.) 

Jim Sampey, Managing Partner, CIHU
Jim Sampey serves as the CEO of a Prime Medical LLC, 
which provides a bactericidal soft goods product line to 
kill the colonization of Bacteria in the Healthcare Industry. 
Prior, Jim served 23 years at Cox Target Media, in senior 
level positions leading Valpak’s international franchise 
organization, including roles as President of Valpak and 
Executive Vice President at Cox Target Media (holding 
company).  After retirement, Jim founded CIHU LLC “Can 
I Help U?”, helping Veterans, friends, and business associates identify strategic 
opportunities to take their careers and businesses to the next level. 

Jim serves on a State of Florida Governor’s Task Force, Veterans Florida. Focusing 
on promoting the State of Florida to retain and attract Veterans to the state for their 
life, education, and career activities after military service. Veterans Florida focuses on 
the development of entrepreneurial skills with a statewide free educational program, 
a turnkey business job recruiting program for military professionals, an education and 
certification business recruiting and engagement training for military professionals, 
and financial incentives to encourage businesses to develop engagement training.

Jim is also engaged as Founder, Advisor and/or Investor to: Live Water Sports 
(Paddle-boards), Sky Data Ventures (Unmanned Arial Vehicles), Shinn and Company 
(Tax, Compliance and Consulting), savvycard.com (Mobile Web Application Provider), 
Prime Medical Apparel (Anti-Microbial Textile), Priatek (Kiosk, Loyalty, Gaming, 
Mobile Digital Platform), and Performance Health Applied Technologies (PTSD and 
Brain Trauma).

Deon Bradley, Bradley Coaching
G. Deon Bradley is a nationally-Certified Executive 
and Business Coach with over 35 years of experience 
leading Sales and Business Development teams at both 
startups and three of the country’s top Fortune 100 tech 
companies. He has a passion for coaching young people 
and has worked with organizations like Teach for America’s 
Entrepreneurship Program and 1871 Chicago, the nation’s 
largest co-working space and tech incubator. He has also 
trained students at Central Piedmont Community College in North Carolina and the 
Coleman Entrepreneurship Center at DePaul University in Chicago Deon has worked 
with over a dozen industries from mobile apps to fin tech and ed tech. His expertise 
lies in helping startups in the areas of sales growth, Business Development, strategy, 
and working through difficult challenges with Cofounders.



THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS

PRESENTING
SPONSOR

OUR
PARTNERS


