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Torah Teachings 
Biblical Definitions: “Light” 

Source: “Messiah – Volume 1 – Understanding His Life And Teachings In Hebraic Context” by 

Avi Ben Mordechai, pages 85-87. 

NOTE: My comments are noted in square brackets as such [   ]. 

We have all heard definitions given for different words written in the Scriptures. The Scriptures 

are our best source for defining its own words. In this Torah teaching, we will be looking at the 

word “Light.” 

Throughout this study, you will notice the use of Hebrew names and terms with the English term 

noted. The purpose of this is to expose you to some Hebrew names and terms to help you down 

the road to start thinking like a Hebrew. After all, our Scriptures were originally written in 

Hebrew and some parts in Aramaic. Recently, a scroll of the book of Mattityahu (Matthew) was 

discovered to be written in Hebrew. I have also been told that other New Covenant/Testament 

books have been discovered that were written in Hebrew. They are located in a hostile country 

and some people are looking for a way to bring them out. It is my opinion that all the Scriptures 

were originally written in Hebrew and then translated to Greek and other languages. 

Light 

Since we have a Hebraic definition for the “Word of G-d [Yahweh],” other frequently used 

ideas in the B’rit Chadashah [New Covenant/Testament—the New Covenant/Testament 

Scriptures are also known as “Messianic Scriptures.”] can be easily put into their proper context. 

For example: 

Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who 

follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 

(Yochanan [John] 8:12) [Emphasis mine] 

Again, referring back to our biblical dictionary, the Tanakh [Old Covenant/Testament], here is 

the definition of “light:” 

For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light…(Mishle [Proverbs] 6:23, 

KJV) [Emphasis mine] 

Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path. (Mizmor [Psalm] 119:105, 

KJV) [Emphasis mine] 

According to Israel’s HaMelech [the King] David, the “word,” which we know is Torah, is also 

called “light.” This is further supported by Yeshayahu (Isaiah): 

To the law and the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is 

because there is no light in them. (Yeshayahu [Isaiah] 8:20, KJV) [Emphasis 

mine] 

In the Hebrew of this passage, the word “law” is Torah, a term we have become familiar with, 

which is the Word of G-d [Yahweh]. Again in Yeshayahu [Isaiah], Torah is defined as light: 
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Hearken unto me [Yahweh], my people [the nation of Israel]; and give ear unto 

me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment 

to rest for a light of the people: (Yeshayahu [Isaiah] 51:4) [Emphasis mine] 

In examining this link between light and Torah, we can see the intent of Y’shua’s 

[Yeshua’s/Jesus’] thoughts. First, we begin with this: 

He (Yochanan the Immerser [John the Baptist]) was not the light, but came that 

he might bear witness of the light. (Yochanan [John] 1:8) [Emphasis mine] 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory (His 

light or radiance), glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. (Yochanan [John] 1:14) [Emphasis mine] 

Here, we learn that the Torah (G-d’s [Yahweh’s] eternal Wisdom) took on flesh and lived among 

us. This “flesh” was HaMashiach [the Messiah] Y’shua [Yeshua/Jesus], the living, walking, 

talking substance of G-d’s [Yahweh’s] mind and truth and He has shown us the personality, 

character, and nature of the One True G-d [Yahweh] of the Jews [He is not only the God of the 

Jews but of all who come to Him be they of Israel or non-Israelite descent.]: 

No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of 

the Father, He has explained [Him]. (Yochanan [John] 1:18) 

Through Y’shua [Yeshua/Jesus] HaMashiach [the Messiah] we can know G-d [Yahweh] and His 

ways, His light, His life, and His perfect Laws [Torah-Yahweh’s Teachings and Instructions]: 

I [Yeshua/Jesus] am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in 

the darkness, but shall have the light of life. (Yochanan [John] 8:12) [Emphasis 

mine] 

Take to your heart all the words with which I am warning you today…even all the 

words of this law [Torah]. For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your 

life…(D’varim [Deuteronomy] 32:46-47) [Emphasis mine] 

I have come as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me 

[Yeshua/Jesus] may not remain in darkness. (Yochanan [John] 12:46) [Emphasis 

mine] 

According to Y’shua [Yeshua/Jesus], to remain in darkness is to live contrary to the Torah, an 

obvious allusion to the words of HaMelech [the King] David: 

Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path. (Mizmor [Psalm] 119:105) 

[Emphasis mine] 

(Y’shua [Yeshua/Jesus] speaking to us) You are the light (Moasic Torah) of the 

world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do men light a lamp, and put it 

under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in 

the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. (Mattityahu [Matthew] 

5:14-16) [Emphasis mine] 

In Hebraic context, walking in the light produces “good works,” a direct allusion to the good 

“fruit” which comes out of walking in the path of HaShem’s [the Name] commandments. 
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[Now we come to the summary of the word “Light.”] 

 The Word of G-d [Yahweh], the Torah, is also described as light. 

 Y’shua [Yeshua/Jesus] was the substance or essence of G-d’s [Yahweh’s] supreme 

Wisdom, the Torah; and, as a result, was the light of the Moasic Torah to all people. 

 When we obey G-d [Yahweh] and accept Y’shua [Yeshua/Jesus], we are obligating 

ourselves to live by the Torah and thus become a light to our world. 

 To walk in darkness is to walk outside of the Torah which is a life of trespass and sin 

(Ephesians 2:1). To have light is to walk in the Moasic commands while bearing 

testimony to Y’shua [Yeshua/Jesus]. 

I hope this sheds some light upon the Biblical definition of “Light” compared to what man has 

defined “Light” to be. It makes a big difference when we use the Bible as our dictionary. 

Especially the Old Covenant/Testament since the New Covenant/Testament did not exist at the 

time Yeshua/Jesus was here. 

Shalom, 

I hope this sheds some light upon the Biblical definition of “Light” compared to what man has 

defined “Light” to be. It makes a big difference when we use the Bible as our dictionary. 

Especially the Old Covenant/Testament since the New Covenant/Testament did not exist at the 

time Yeshua/Jesus was here. 

Shalom, 

One Crying In The Wilderness 
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