
Winton  Wetlands

C O U N T R Y  L I F E  I N  N O R T H - E A S T  V I C T O R I A

VO
L 4 ED

ITIO
N

 5
JU

N
E/JU

LY
 2014

$5.95  
incl GST

Bob Gale

Strathbogie Beer

Kim Stoney

Old style timber man

Brewing in the hills

Mansfield’s go-getter

The wonder 
that is

North
by NORTH-EAST



Quote Faciisci aectest, 
cone omnimi, sae post, 

sus. quatur, asimi,

Quote Faciisci aectest, 
cone omnimi, sae post, 

sus. quatur, asimi,

NNEPEOPLE

PAUL SPINKS

5767 2348 
0418 569 050 

PROFILE 
Developments

QUALITY

co
m

m
itt

ed
 to

QUALITY• COMMITTED•TEAM

PROFILE
Developments

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
COMMITTED TO QUALITY
UNSURPASSED BUILDING EXCELLENCE

Domestic Builder 6339  Commercial Builder 23476  Member of Housing Industry Association 519126 

NORTH BY NORTH-EAST 3

PAUL SPINKS

5767 2348 
0418 569 050 

PROFILE 
Developments

QUALITY

co
m

m
itt

ed
 to

QUALITY• COMMITTED•TEAM

PROFILE
Developments

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
COMMITTED TO QUALITY
UNSURPASSED BUILDING EXCELLENCE

Domestic Builder 6339  Commercial Builder 23476  Member of Housing Industry Association 519126 

EILDON  
BOAT CLUB
 
MEMBERS AND  

THEIR GUESTS  

WELCOME

membership enquiries  
& marina inspections  
available by appointment  
 
t . 03 5774 2040    
eildonboatclub.com.au 

When arranging insurance, don’t take shortcuts without 
seeking proper advice, understanding the fine print or 
considering whether you are getting value for money. Often 
you end up with cover you don’t need and - even worse - 
without the cover you really do.

Whether you run a small sole proprietor business or a large 
diversified company, GGIB provide advice and assistance to 
make sure you are properly protected.

As one of the largest privately owned insurance brokerages 
in the nation, GGIB offers a complete insurance broking 
package encompassing technical insurance advice, market 
analysis, risk management and claims management services. 

Give us a call today to discuss your insurance requirements.

The cost of insurance 
doesn’t need to 
break the bank

22 Welsford Street, Shepparton, Victoria 3630  |  PO Box 1377  
Shepparton, Victoria 3630  |  Ph: 03 5821 7777  |  Fax: 03 5822 2916  

Email:  admin@ggib.com.au   |  Web: www.ggib.com.au

AFSL Number 237533
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Contact Steels Creek Tables on
or email steelscreektables@bigpond.com

Steels Creek TABLES

0428 383 500 

Hand Crafted Tables and Gates

Made to order using the finest 
Australian Hardwoods

More heat, less fuel &  
a cleaner environment 

• Heat bank technology - 
holds warmth longer

• Natural convection -  
ensures airflow without a fan

• High efficiency – uses up to 
50% less wood 

• Low emissions – 80% less 
than the Australian standard 

The Future of Wood Heating
03 5779 1988
Shop 4/165 Mt Buller Road, 
Mansfield VIC
www.eurofireplaces.com.au

Proudly servicing Murrindindi, Yarra Ranges, Strathbogie and Mansfield shires.Proudly servicing Murrindindi, Yarra Ranges, Strathbogie and Mansfield shires.
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YOU WILL FIND ALL THE BIGGEST
BRANDS AT LEADING APPLIANCES

Fish For dinner... 
Guaranteed!

Located in the picturesque Goulburn 
Valley, Eildon Trout Farm has fishing 
for everyone. You can choose from 
five ponds, with different challenge 
levels and sized fish in each pond.

A great day out and an excellent 
opportunity for team building, 
celebrations, birthdays and more.

Recreational fishing for beginners 
to the expert fly fisher

A natural relaxing atmosphere to catch 
a couple of fish, you can also take 
home some gourmet goodies from the 
excellent selection of regional foods, 
wine, cheese, smoked trout and salmon, 
including famous Smoked Trout Pâté. 

With prior notice a sample platter 
for groups visiting the farm can be 
arranged for your enjoyment.

Contact us for competitively priced 
wholesale and bulk ordering. 

P: 03 5773 2377
460 Back Eildon Road, Thornton 
(Look for the green flags and the big trout!)

E: eildontroutfarm@activ8.net.au
Check our website for specials and fresh recipes 
www.eildontroutfarm.com.au

Quality Bulls and Females Available

Lease Options, Semen 
and Embryos Available

For more information contact: 
Caitlin Williams 0419 007 489
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GIBNEY

GIBNEY

Gibney

Gibney

GIBNEY Gibney

GIBNEY
Building on Integrity
PO Box 553 
Mans�eld VIC
3722

M 0409 787 434
F   03 5775 1804 
E gibneybuilding2gmail.com
W www.gibney.com.au 

Quality craftsmanship, from large 
commercial and residential to extensions 
and renovations, site preparation and 
earthworks to completion, all your 
building requirements.

DBU 32259 HIA Affiliated

Cameron Gibney 
0409 787 434
gibneybuilding@gmail.com

Rory Martin from Bridgestone Service 
Centre in Mansfield, takes a well earned 
break with a copy of NNE. Clearly, this 
picture was staged, but Rory does assure 
us that he very much enjoys reading the 
magazine.  Picture: NICOLA TILBURY

We have a few changes we 
should tell you about with 
this edition of North by 
North-East.

For a start, we have a change of 
frequency. This edition is the June and 
July edition, meaning we have gone 
bi-monthly rather than monthly. There 
are a number of reasons for this, but 
importantly for advertisers, it means 
their message is “alive” for two months, 
rather than one.  

And the area covered by the magazine 
is virtually doubling. For the past few 
months, we have published a separate 
edition for the area north-east of Benalla, 
but have been continually asked by many 
for the “other version” (Murrindindi, 
Strathbogie and Mansfield) as well. It 
has become clear that NNE should really 
be covering the whole of North-East 
Victoria with one issue as there are so 
many similarities between the various 
communities.

From this issue, the retail price of the 
magazine has also risen from $4.95 to 
$5.95 due to ever-increasing production 
costs. We hope it stops there for some 
time. Existing subscribers will not see 
an increase until their next subscription 
is due and new subscribers will find 
they can keep the price at $4.95 by 
subscribing for a year or more.

With this edition of NNE we cover 
the broad area between Marysville to 
Bright, from Wangaratta to Nagambie.  It 
gives lots more scope to cover issues of 
broader appeal while still looking at the 

Welcome to the 
bi-monthly editions

people and events we should be proud 
of – regardless of which township they 
come from. 

Fitting the qualification of broad 
appeal in this issue is the story on the 
redevelopment of the Winton Wetlands. 
As John Larkin reports, this project has 
been the largest restoration of its kind 
in the Southern Hemisphere with the 
water area alone taking up some 3000 
hectares. John’s feature starts on page 
34.

In Mansfield, there’s many a person 
rightly proud of what one person has 

done for childcare in that town. We’re 
talking about the remarkable Kim Stoney, 
the brains behind The Farmhouse on the 
edge of town. Her story starts on page 
19.

The early history of Victoria saw a 
number of timber mills around our then 
heavily forested areas. Bob Gale grew up 
in a mill town before the Second World 
War and some of his memories are worth 
bottling. See Julia Foletta’s story on Bob 
starting on page 28.

There’s the women learning 
polocrosse at Bright (page 12), the 
centenary celebrations at Acheron (page 
14), the Bright Autumn Festival (page 
24) and the soon to be opened water
discovery centre at Yea (page 42.

Weddings are covered from page 52, 
the gardening section starts on page 
56 and the animal section starts on 
page 60. In the Food and Wine section 
(starting page 64), we look at a brewery 
in the Strathbogies, an unusual dinner 
at Taggerty, eat out in Yea and have 
high tea at Strath Creek, and Ian Dunn 
recommends some wine from near 
Glenburn.

The arts section starts on page 86 and 
Property on page 96.

We hope you enjoy this wintry June 
and July edition and look forward to 
receiving your feedback.

Glen Rohan
Publisher and Editor 
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Boutique, stylish apartments situated in the heart of South Yarra

Located minutes away from the sophisticated shopping and 
entertainment precinct of Chapel Street, KAMMEE apartments are 
spacious, newly built, modernly furnished and fully equipped.

10% discount available when you mention this ad upon booking 
(Terms & conditions apply, offer valid until 31 October 2014) 

Phone: 0497 558 388 
Email: info@kammee.com.au Enjoy views, peace and relaxation 

while being right in the middle of 
the hustle and bustle

Short term accommodation
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>  Nonse molo coreicaerion re qui si 
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W
hether your choice is Mt 
Buller, Falls Creek, Mt 
Stirling, Lake Mountain, 
Mt Hotham, Mt Buffalo or 

Dinner Plain – it’s time to ‘head for the 
hills’ or, for those of us who live in this 
beautiful region, it’s ‘the mountains’ time. 

The 2014 snow season officially 
commences on Saturday, June 7, the 
first day of the Queen’s Birthday holiday 
weekend. 

Skis and snowboards are being 
waxed and the fittings checked; last 
year’s stored snow gear is scrutinised for 
holes or if your trend is to wear the latest 
in ski gear, the local fashion ski suppliers 
are being inundated.

Let the snow   
   season begin

It is a matter of choosing your 
destination and the choice is lofty to 
say the least. This is where the dilemma 
lies; which one of the various slopes at 
our finger tips do you choose on any 
particular day. 

The mountains are part of us in the 
North-East. We live in and around them, 
be it on their slopes, in their foothills or 
in some of the splendid valleys; and it is 
wonderful to listen to the locals speak of 
the great day they have just had on the 
slopes. Unlike our family and friends who 
have to travel, we who live here have all 

of the snow adventure options available 
to us literally at our door steps. Snow 
capped mountains greet us daily on the 
horizon as we go about our livelihoods. 

Snowboarding, cross-country skiing, 
down-hill skiing or just to play and 
sightsee, we have it all. 

How lucky to be able to bundle the 
kids in the car and head to the mountains 
for the day. And, of course, there is 
always the opportunity to decide to stay 
for a night of two or just to head back 
down the mountain and be at home in 
no time.

There is even the option for the local 
school children to spend part of their 
school term on the mountains where 
learning takes on a whole range of new 
experiences. 

For us in the NNE region, the snow 
season is not only a time for preparing 
ourselves to enjoy the snow but also 
clearing spare rooms to make way for 
the visitors who come to stay, briefly, on 
their way to delights that await them in 
the snow. NNE

Picture courtesy of Hotham Alpine Resort
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F
our splendid looking horses with 
four fine young women astride 
their mounts surround their 
coach Sheree Webster from 

Mudgegonga who is standing, holding 
a wad of papers while explaining the 
rules of polocrosse. The group is in the 
centre of the fenced arena of the Bright 
Pony Club grounds. 

The looks on the girls’ faces are 
earnest while the horses stand patiently 
awaiting their riders’ instructions. 
Each girl holds a polocrosse racket 
and Sheree carries the ball. The girls 
all appear a bit perplexed, but all are 
anxious to have a go.

Polocrosse is a combination of polo 
and lacrosse and the women were 
having their first lesson on how to play 
the game, albeit at a much, much, 
slower pace. 

Once the ball was released, the girls 
and their horses and Sheree had a lot of 
fun putting into practice the newly learnt 
rules of Polocrosse.

They may not yet be a part of the 
Victorian team for 2014, but they are 
working at it.   NNE

Pictures: LYNNDA HEARD

Learning the fine art of

Pictured left are members of the 
Bright Pony Club at their first 
Polocrosse lesson.

Bottom picture from left to right:
Matilda Hutton on Isabelle from 
Towonga. Bridie Armstrong is 
almost hidden on Exulting from 
Bright. Taylor Farmer on Lonnie 
from Bright. Sheree Webster 
(standing) is coach and life time 
member of Bright Pony Club, 
from Mudgegonga. Lauren 
O’Callagher (far right) on Joker 
from Mudgegonga.

polocrosse
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It’s been 100 years getting here, but 
now the community of Acheron is 
preparing for its big weekend in 
mid-June. 

The Acheron community will celebrate 
the centenary of the Acheron Mechanics’ 
Institute Hall in McColl Lane and the 
launch of its history book on Sunday 
June 15 from 2pm until 4pm.

Restoration and renovations have 
increased the hall’s functionality, while 
its delightful old world character has 
been retained. Despite progress, the 
unique nature of this rural locality 
continues and some original families 
are still farming there. Anyone with past 
associations or an interest in Acheron is 
welcome to help celebrate the hall’s 100 
year history at the centenary ceremony.  

The day will include a presentation of 
a plaque by the Mechanics’ Institute of 
Victoria and the launch of a full colour 
book, ‘Acheron: a history of the district’, 
written and produced especially for the 
centenary. The book will be on sale on 
the day – soft cover version $50 and 
hard cover version $70.

The ceremony will also include the 
drawing of the Acheron Hall raffle with 
the winner receiving an oil painting 
of Acheron Valley by Wykeham Perry. 
Afternoon tea will be provided and there 
will be a planting of a centenary tree.

Also planned is a bus tour of Acheron 
historical sites, at no cost to participants, 
on the Saturday and Sunday mornings 
(June 14 and 15). The bus departs 
each morning at 9.30 from Rennies 
Restaurant in Breakaway Road, Acheron 
and returns to the restaurant at 11.00am 
when a light morning tea will be served. 

Bookings are essential as places 
are limited. Contact: Gwen or Mary on 
5772 2143 or 0429 028 661 or email: 
mafandgmd@virtual.net.au

For further information see details on 
Acheron Hall website:  www.acheronhall.
com. NNE

Acheron’s history to 
be celebrated

The community of Acheron is preparing for major 
celebrations to commemorate 100 years of its 
Mechanics’ Institute Hall. JULIA FOLETTA and 
JOHN THORP report
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Registered Building Practitioner 

•	 Building designs 

•	 Town planning 

•	 Energy rating reports 

•	 BAL and BMO reports

 
Phone: 57791577  

 10 Highett St Mansfield 3722 
admin@ipsbuildingservices.com.au

Building  
or renovating?
Have you considered your heating solutions? 
Hydronic Heating
• Silent  • Reliable  • Efficient  
 Reduce your energy bills

Mt Buller Plumbing  
your local  

Heating & Hydronic specialist

Design of system at the planning stage
Expert advise on suitable systems

Installation and full maintenance
Licensed mechanical contractors

mtbullerplumbing.com.au

With 16 years experience in the construction industry, 
Harper & Morphet are passionate about sustainable 
building practices incorporating clever design techniques 
that will enhance your vision. We invite you to visit our 
showroom and discuss the potential of achieving 8 star 
energy efficient homes.

Our design team and qualified builders pride ourselves on 
providing a personalised service, collaborating together 
and delivering on our clients needs.

Explore our new eco range of 
sustainable housing designs.

Office: 5795 3252
Email: harpermorphet@bigpond.com
Web: www.harpermorphet.com.au
Mail: PO Box 439, Euroa Vic 3666BUILDERS

RBP: DB-U 37663
MBAV: 224259
CB-L41176
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HARDWARE NEEDS
TIMBER AND STEEL
GARDEN CENTRE 

Go where the
TRADIES GO

Yenckens Alexandra 
Dulux Trade Centre 

Cnr Station St and Downey St
P: 03 5772 2188   F: 03 5772 1059

 yenckensalexandra@yenckens.com.au

Yenckens Mansfield
Trade Centre 

27 Kitchen St,  Mansfield
P: 03 5775 2511   F: 03 5775 1542

yenckensmansfield@yenckens.com.au

Yenckens Yea 
Solver Trade Centre

26 High St, Yea  
P: 03 5797 2290   F: 03 5797 2260
yenckensyea@yenckens.com.au

YENCKEN STEEL AND GARDEN CENTRE (OPEN 7 DAYS) AT ALEXANDRA AND MANSFIELD ONLY

Local Knowledge  •  Experienced Staff  •  Extensive Range

YenckenSteel
The steel experts in the North East

• RHS, Flat Bar, Angle, Universal Columns, Beams, Channel, Pipe, Checker, Flat Plate 
• Galvanised Aluminium, Stainless & Mild Steel 
• Roofing Iron & Accessories, Leaf Stopper, Ampelite, Solasafe & Laserlite 
• Guillotine and folding  (max. 2.4 up to thickness of 3mm over 2.4 ordered in) 
• Off-site bending • Butt Weld elbows • Ute tray and box accessories 
• Galvanised mesh sheets & wire rolls • Concrete mesh & bar all accessories 
• High tensile bolts • BOC agent. (gas, welders & accessories)

Contact:  Adam Johnson  5772 3243   
0419 313 384  adam.j@yenckens.com.au

For All of your Steel Needs including:

If we don’t have it we 
will do our best to find 
it at the right price.

Ask about our free selected delivery days in all regions

T
here must be hours, days and in 
some cases, weeks of work put 
in by the owners of the trucks 
and utes to bring them up to 

the amazing standard for them to enter 
the annual Alexandra Truck, Ute and 
Rod Show on Sunday, June 8 (Queen’s 
Birthday weekend).

These are working trucks, out there 
on the road hauling all manner of cargo 
across the country, but on this Sunday 
in June it is their turn to shine, and wow, 
do they ever shine. Then there are the 
utes and hot rods in all their glory and 
displaying definite individuality. 

Thirty vehicles entered in the 2014 
Variety Club Truck Bash will also conclude 
in Alexandra after having travelled as far 
as Nyngan in central west NSW before 
returning through north-east Victoria. 
Those vehicles will also be on show in 
Alexandra’s Rotary Park.

Alexandra has embraced the show 
and created a day full of family events and 
displays featuring vehicles for all. Then 
there are children’s amusements, general 
retail shopping opportunities and, in a 
quieter contrast, there is the local quilting 
group display held in the Alexandra town 
hall.

On the stage is live music, this year 
including Jetty Road and Greg Champion 
of ABC radio Coodabeen Champions 
fame. 

All up it is a truly great day and all 
happening in the main street of Alexandra. 
Be prepared to spend the day as there is 
so much to see and partake in. 

For more information go to the website:  
www.alexandratruckshow.com.au.  NNE

Alexandra’s 
day to shine

Alexandra Truck, Ute & Rod Show
Sunday 8 June 
www.alexandratruckshow.com.au. 

HARDWARE NEEDS
TIMBER AND STEEL
GARDEN CENTRE 

Go where the
TRADIES GO

Yenckens Alexandra 
Dulux Trade Centre 

Cnr Station St and Downey St
P: 03 5772 2188   F: 03 5772 1059

 yenckensalexandra@yenckens.com.au

Yenckens Mansfield
Trade Centre 

27 Kitchen St,  Mansfield
P: 03 5775 2511   F: 03 5775 1542

yenckensmansfield@yenckens.com.au

Yenckens Yea 
Solver Trade Centre

26 High St, Yea  
P: 03 5797 2290   F: 03 5797 2260
yenckensyea@yenckens.com.au

YENCKEN STEEL AND GARDEN CENTRE (OPEN 7 DAYS) AT ALEXANDRA AND MANSFIELD ONLY

Local Knowledge  •  Experienced Staff  •  Extensive Range

YenckenSteel
The steel experts in the North East

• RHS, Flat Bar, Angle, Universal Columns, Beams, Channel, Pipe, Checker, Flat Plate 
• Galvanised Aluminium, Stainless & Mild Steel 
• Roofing Iron & Accessories, Leaf Stopper, Ampelite, Solasafe & Laserlite 
• Guillotine and folding  (max. 2.4 up to thickness of 3mm over 2.4 ordered in) 
• Off-site bending • Butt Weld elbows • Ute tray and box accessories 
• Galvanised mesh sheets & wire rolls • Concrete mesh & bar all accessories 
• High tensile bolts • BOC agent. (gas, welders & accessories)

Contact:  Adam Johnson  5772 3243   
0419 313 384  adam.j@yenckens.com.au

For All of your Steel Needs including:

If we don’t have it we 
will do our best to find 
it at the right price.

Ask about our free selected delivery days in all regions
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Kim with her own 
children in the playground 
of The Farmhouse.
From Left to right; Jack, 
Bella, Kim, Tilly and Sam

Kim Stoney is the woman whose determination to 
move quickly on providing a much-needed child-care 
centre in Mansfield saw her win huge community 
support.  PAT O’BRYAN reports

“Our kids were being brought up on 
a farm and I wanted the place to reflect 
that, to have the same experiences we 
have on the farm.”

And so in October 2011, Kim, then 
with four children under five, opened the 
centre with room for 70 children where 
they learn everything from growing 
plants to looking after sheep.

While it was private Stoney money 
that paid the bills, the construction of 
The Farmhouse was from using local 
people. “We insisted on using local 

tradies; the people who dug the holes, 
built the walls and fences were all local.”

Kim had come to Mansfield after a 
high-flying type of life where she had 
many important positions in marketing 
and tourism. 

Raised on the Mornington Peninsula, 
the then Kim Osbourne went to Toorak 
College at Mt Eliza before deferring 
university for a year while she travelled. 

At school, Kim had always been active 
in sport and dancing and when the 
money started to run out in Scotland, she 

Heading out of Mansfield on the 
highway towards Melbourne, 
one can’t help but notice the 
100kmh zone starts directly 

outside The Farmhouse, the country 
style childcare facility started by Kim 
Stoney late in 2011.

With the farmhouse built well back 
from the road on about five hectares, 
the speed limit is of no concern to the 
safety of the children, but in many ways 
it seems apt for Kim Stoney – for this 
is one go-getter of a person who seems 
to be forever running, almost incapable 
of being limited by lesser speeds – or 
people.

Back in 2008, Kim Stoney was one of 
many who could see the need for more 
childcare facilities in Mansfield. She 
was then pregnant with her third child 
and the waiting list for childcare in the 
area was two years. Council had plans 
to do something about it, but the delays 
seemed to drag on and on.

Kim set out to rectify the problem. As 
she says, “It was all about responding to 
what the community was after.”

Kim’s can-do attitude came into 
play and she set about making The 
Farmhouse happen. There were no 
grants or other support forthcoming 
from council or other levels of 
government, so it was all independently 
funded by Kim.

From the start, Kim wanted the place 
to be different from the usual concrete 
and high-walled structure. She wanted 
a childcare centre that reflected the fact 
that its users lived in the country.  
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Kim Stoney: 
Mansfield’s go-getter 

The Farmhouse 
animals delight 
young and old
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Kim with Larnie 
one of the 
dedicated staff

found a job in a preparatory school at 
Crieff as a teacher’s assistant and sports 
coach.

At home, Kim had excelled in 
performing Highland and Irish dancing 
since she was a kid. “I loved it so much,” 
she says.

Ironically in Scotland, her dancing 
talent was appreciated as, in Australia, 
she hadn’t been constrained to a strict 
formula of dancing. They liked what the 
young Aussie girl was doing with their 
dance.

“They were amazed at my steps – 
more flamboyant – they wanted me to 
teach them,” she says. “So they included 
teaching dance at Crieff.”

Back home 12 months later, Kim 
studied for her Bachelor of Business at 
Victoria University in Melbourne.

But her days at Victoria University 
were short-lived. “I’m an impatient 
Aries, so went to work as marketing 
coordinator at Cathay Pacific Airways 
and studied full-time by correspondence 
through Monash Uni.”

Loving her days in marketing and 
tourism, Kim found herself at Contiki, a 
sister company of AAT Kings in Sydney, 
before becoming sales manager for 
Hamilton Island, where she spent every 
second week.

As sales manager, Kim travelled 
far and wide. “My territory covered 
Australia, New Zealand and Asia.” It was 
a role she loved. “It was fabulous – great 
times,” she remembers.

She also dallied in the rapidly 
growing web business and with three 
others established the successful flights 
and hotel accommodation booking site, 
lastminute.com 

After experiencing the Olympics in 
Sydney in 2000 (“another great time”), 

Inside one 
of the kinder 
playrooms

Kim’s travel bug became insistent and she took off to 
Africa.

She worked with the international hotel group 
Raddison, where she took over the conversion of a major 
Capetown hotel to the Raddison branding.

Kim then travelled through Africa for about four 
months before coming to the conclusion she missed 
Australia and wanted to move back. 

“I realised when in Tanzania that I wanted to live in 
Australia – and I wanted to live in Victoria,” she says. 
“However, I knew I didn’t want to live in the city.”

Fortunately for Kim and for Mansfield, Kim’s family 
had long had a holiday place at Goughs Bay, where Kim 
had been waterskiing since she was about four. 

“So when I got back from Africa I moved to Goughs 
Bay.”

From here, we can see how the vivacious and vibrant 
Kim Osbourne met and married the handsome farmer 
Chris Stoney. 

Kim found herself at home in an area it seems she was 
always looking for.

“And once we had kids, I felt more attuned to the needs 
of the area.”

“Mansfield is an amazing town; we were bringing up 
our kids on the farm and the obvious thought was why 
can’t we have something like this (for childcare).

“To create a ‘childhood’ house is what we wanted to 
achieve,” and the support shown by parents in the area 
has demonstrated to Kim that her efforts are appreciated.

Around the time that building of The Farmhouse was in 
progress, there was a strong push around Mansfield for a 
heated, under-roof pool that could be used any time of the 
year. Kim identified with that and said, “Mansfield is better 
than this; let’s offer swimming lessons and hydrotherapy.” 

And so the pool at the centre came about. And like 
the childcare operation, it has proven to be popular. Kim 
proudly tells the story of a man who has made very good 
use of the pool. 

“He came to me the other day and thanked me,” she 
says. “He’s been attending for hydrotherapy for a couple 
of years. He couldn’t walk; now he’s walking every day.”

Recently, there has been talk of Kim wanting to set up 
a school. “Yes,” she says. “We have been exploring the 
school option.” u
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Opteon ®

Australia’s Property Advisors

Opteon (Goulburn North East Victoria)

Independent Professional
Property Advice & Valuations

for ALL Purposes

Contact: David Elford
Ph: (03) 5821 3565
Mob: 0438 629 542

Email: david.elford@opteonproperty.com.au
Website: www.opteonproperty.com.au

NORTH EAST VICTORIA’S HEALTH & LIFESTYLE 
ON-LINE INFORMATION DIRECTORY

A great way to promote your activities FREE on a daily basis!

Established 1999 - Over 2000 visitors a day

30 Ovens Street, Wangaratta 3677

Mobile: 0412 169 664 -  Email: info@humehealth.com.au

www.humehealth.com.au

Business and Marketing Planning

 Communication and Web Strategies 
and Web Design

North East Victoria

Grow your business now!

30 Ovens Street, Wangaratta 3677 Mobile: 0412 169 844 

mike@webstrategies.net.au www.webstrategies.net.au

“So when I got back 
from Africa I moved to 

Goughs Bay”
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&

Quality Accommodation
Right in the Heart of Town
Priced to suit all budgets, we offer you the perfect romantic weekend 
getaway, shared room bookings or one night stay destination
Walking distance to many of the wonderful Mansfield attractions 
and only a short drive to the magnificent Mt Buller

116 High St, Mansfield Vic 3722    5775 1800
contact@mansfieldtravellerslodge.com.au

www.mansfieldtravellerslodge.com

Lara runs 
through the 
tunnel in the 
playground

The idea apparently came about as a result of parents saying, “This 
(The Farmhouse) is wonderful, but now my kids have to go to school – so 
where now?”

As Kim says, the current school options are mainly concrete, “We may 
as well be in Melbourne.”

If the school idea gets off the ground, Kim is adamant that the project 
would have to be a community effort.  Today there isn’t even a site for 
the school in mind, but a number of people are getting behind the idea 
already. 

“There are a lot of people verbally supportive of sending their kids to 
the school and others have expressed interest to teach there,” Kim says.

“We’re talking prep to year 12,” says Kim. “We’ve been to Melbourne 
for couple of meetings with Independent Schools Victoria and the 
Department of Education.

“And so far, they have been very supportive,” Kim says.
“There are no independent schools near here apart from Steiner. But it 

will require an enormous amount of financial support from the community 
to get it off the ground.

“If I can be someone who helps facilitate that (the school) for the 
community, then maybe that’s my role.” 

It would be a brave person to predict that Kim’s school idea will not get 
off the ground. After fighting her way through the roadblocks that sprang 
up before she could build The Farmhouse, Kim managed to gather a highly 
skilled team of professionals and opened The Farmhouse as a 70-place 
childcare centre in 2011, Two years later, Kim has added another section 
and the centre is now a 107-place facility with immense community and 
staff support.

A betting person would be asking when, not if, in reference to the 
school.  NNE

“We were bringing up 
our kids on the farm 

and the obvious 
thought was why can’t 

we have something 
like this?”

The miniature 
pig with her 
piglets are all 
part of The 
Farmhouse
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• Home and Contents Insurance
• Motor Vehicle Insurance

• Boat Insurance
• Farm Insurance

• Retail and Business Insurance

JUSTINE WEDLOCK DPS (BROK) 
Phone 03 5775 1146

Authorised Representative  
Advisor Number 285305

Insurance Advisernet  
Australia Pty Ltd 

Licence No 204549

11 Collopy Street Mansfield

Mansfield Insurance

• Superannuation and Wealth  
Protection Strategies

• Self Managed Super Funds
• Investment Planning

• Advice on Centrelink and Aged Care

MARTINA SONNEVELD CFP 
Phone 03 5779 1379

Authorised representative of 
 Charter Financial Planning  

AFSL 234665

Mansfield Financial Planning

wallaby 
ritz

55 High Street, Mansfield 5775 2276

exclusive fashion labels & accessories

Here at Williams Hunt we enjoy proving that legal expertise  

does not stop at the gates of the city

We have the skills, training and experience to obtain  

the best results for our clients

Areas of practice include:
* Business sales and purchases * Liquor licensing 
* Commercial and corporate law * Estate planning  
* Conveyancing and property law * Planning matters  
* Criminal law * Disputes and litigation  
* Divorce and family law  

Williams Hunt
City Legals in the High Country

Tony Williams BEc LLB. Partner  
tony@williamshunt.com.au

Susan Ryan B.COM.LLB. Lawyer 
susan@williamshunt.com.au

Martin Hunt BEc LLB. Partner  
martin@williamshunt.com.au

Eve Foster LLB.(Hons) Lawyer  
eve@williamshunt.com.au

Mansfield Office: 24a Highett Street
P: 03 5775 2334  F: 03 5775 1106

Yea Office: 82 High Street 
P: 03 5797 2601 F: 03 5797 2973

Alexandra Office: 81a Grant Street
P: 03 5772 1493 F: 03 5772 2262



Family owned and operated

OPEN 8am-8pm  7 days   47-51 High Street, Mansfield  
PHONE 03 5775 2014  | FAX 03 5775 1409

EMAIL marksiga@optusnet.com.au

Parking at rear - we carry to your car  |  Free town delivery - phone/fax or email your order
Servicing Mt Buller daily  |  Seniors’ discount Tuesdays

FREE TOWN DELIVERY
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W
e all know April and May 
means autumn, but to 
residents and visitors to the 
beautiful town of Bright, it 

also means the Bright Autumn Festival. A 
large part of the festival was the Gala Day 
on Saturday, May 3, when crowds packed 
the town for the market, the classic car 
exhibition, the afternoon concert and, of 
course, the Grand Parade. 
The parade was the event where the vivid 
autumn colours of Bright’s magnificent 
trees were outdone by the costumes, 
especially those worn by the children on 
the floats.  No doubt, the smiles on the 
kids’ faces was reward enough for the 
parents who had put in the long hours 
making the outfits. NNE
 
Pictures: STEPHANIE MURRAY

Another 
great

in
Bright

Autumn 
Festival

Family owned and operated

OPEN 8am-8pm  7 days   47-51 High Street, Mansfield  
PHONE 03 5775 2014  | FAX 03 5775 1409

EMAIL marksiga@optusnet.com.au

Parking at rear - we carry to your car  |  Free town delivery - phone/fax or email your order
Servicing Mt Buller daily  |  Seniors’ discount Tuesdays

FREE TOWN DELIVERY

Autumn 
Festival
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Smiles and shouts of celebration, 
money flying and coins flipping, 
VB’s in hand and warm sunshine 
– it’s two-up. This April, I was 

enthusiastically introduced to the Anzac Day 
tradition that brings Australians together 
to celebrate and commemorate their late 
veterans and those who still serve. 

The combination of laughter, beer and 
patriotism brings me be back to warm 
Vermont summers dressed in red, white and 
blue, drinking Budlight and playing corn 
hole with friends and family on the 4th of 
July. Much like two-up, games associated 
with important commemorating holidays 
help to bring smiles to the faces of those 
who have lost someone and play in their 
honour.  Two-up was a true highlight of the 
day, but that was definitely not all. 

The morning began on a much more 
crisp and sombre note. The familiar chill of 
autumn air greeted us in Jamieson at 6am. 
The silence was full of magnetic energy, 
emotion and patriotism. Town members 
and visitors huddled together in the first 
appearance of winter mittens, hats and 
scarves. Even the children were quiet; either 
fully aware of the significance of this day 
or possibly bribed by their parents with 
chocolates. 

My boyfriend and I watched from the 
back not wanting to intrude on such an 
important event that we didn’t quite feel a 
part of. We found out later that we would 
be welcomed warmly by the locals in the 
celebration of their late veterans. 

The sweet sounds of young ladies voices 
echoed through Gerran’s Reserve as 
everyone proudly looked on. The Gunfire 
Breakfast followed after at the town hall, 
a true wakeup call with Bundaberg rum in 
the coffee line and beef stew on toast at 7 
o’clock. Everyone retreated to warm up 
and rejuvenate before the 11am Anzac Day 
march. 

Anzac Day 
Two young Americans came 
to Australia for a working 
holiday and found themselves 
in the delightful historic town 
of Jamieson at Anzac Day. 
KELLEY WILLIS tells how 
the day brought back fond 
memories from home

home  
station

floristry 

antiques 

giftware

72 High St, MANSFIELD 
5775 2655, 0408 719 149

kris.homestation@gmail.com
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Anzac Day 
“Our fear of being 

the awkward 
Americans in the 

corner soon 
diminished”

All Terrain 
Spiderlift
- FOR HIRE

Narrow paths, nice lawns, 
sloping ground? 
The extra-long travel stabiliser 
legs make working on sloping 
sites a breeze

Retract the tracks for one super-
compact machine which can even 
be driven through a domestic 
doorway!! Ideal for indoor 
locations or narrow pathways

An Arborist’s Dream Machine

No job too small

Paul 0409 145 955 
pmeikle@meikleelectrics.com.au

11m NO license required
18m license required
Operator available
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Watching the march brings back 
memories from my own home town 
in Woodstock, Vermont. With a small 
population of about 3,000 (12 times the 
population of Jamieson), Woodstock has the 
same sense of small town pride that arises 
on Veterans’ Day. Each year I proudly watch 
my father and grandmother march around 
our local green representing their time in the 
navy. 

A local spoke at the town hall during a 
ceremony following the march about his 
grandfather’s experiences in the war and 
children from the Jamieson school sang 
a few patriotic tunes. And then we waited 
patiently outside the Courthouse Hotel for 
the doors to open. 

At 12.30 on the dot families flocked in 
with homemade Anzac cookies and meat 
pies. The dishes covered the pool table as 
a potluck for everyone to enjoy. Yummy 
puff pastries with cream, Anzac cookies 
still warm, quiches and sandwiches created 
a gorgeous spread. Beers were free until 
money ran out from the admittance fee 
(ladies were free with a dish). Laughter filled 
the pub as old friends reminisced and new 
friends swapped stories. 

Soon the footy game came on and the 
locals roared with Australian pride rooting 
for their team, while two-up began outside 
on the iconic blue tarp. Our fear of being 
the awkward Americans in the corner 
soon diminished when several of the 
locals introduced themselves and warmly 
welcomed us to take part in the celebrations. 
We didn’t end up leaving the bar until 
late that evening, content with laughter, 
homemade Australian treats and Carlton 
Draught; not to mention being quite a few 
dollars poorer from a few games of two-up. 

But the money loss didn’t matter because 
our memories of Anzac Day will always be 
some of our best. NNE

for aYank
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Timber in 
    his blood

Bob relaxing at home in Alexandra
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Bush sawmills were like little communities – there were houses, 
workers quarters, a timber mill, an oval and usually a small rural 
school with one teacher taking classes to year eight.

Bob Gale remembers his early home well. There were five mill 
houses built from green rough sawn boards which shrank as they 
dried, leaving draughty gaps. The inside was ‘plastered’ with layers 
of flour, water and newspaper then finished with a brown paper 
layer. Bob’s mother Masie then added a decorative touch with a 
kalsomine wash dabbed on with a sponge.

There was a very small kitchen, dining area, lounge room with 
brick fireplace and a chimney made from roofing iron. His parents 
had one bedroom while his two sisters shared the other, leaving 
Bob to tough it out in a small sleepout on the back verandah. 
Twice weekly baths were taken with water from the wood fired 

Bob Gale worked in the timber industry most of 
his working life. Now happily retired and living in 
Alexandra, he tells his story to JULIA FOLETTA

u

The logging village Bob remembers

The world was a very different place when Bob 
Gale was growing up. It was the 1940s and 
he lived the first 14 years of his life in a bush 
timber mill settlement about six kilometres out 

of Marysville. These were the days when small timber 
mill settlements had sprung up in the bush around the 
Taggerty, Buxton, Marysville, Rubicon, Cambarville and 
Narbethong districts to process native hardwoods. 

Anderson’s Number 2 mill, where Bob spent his early 
days, was one of the mills that survived the 1939 fires. 

Over time the mills moved into the towns; two in 
Narbethong were lost in the 2009 fires and by 2010 all 
mills in the region, including Alexandra’s, which had been 
the major employer for the area, had closed.
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copper. The toilet was a long drop dunny 
out the back.

“Mum cooked with a Lux wood stove. 
It was very primitive, but from our 
point of view it was a palace, because 
it was warm in the winter time and we 
had plenty of food. She had a beautiful 
flower garden and grew what vegetables 
she could,” Bob says.

“Mum ran the boarding house for the 
mill workers – they’d come in for lunch 
and tea.” 

At an evening, the family had to be 
resourceful. “There was no electricity 
and at night we’d sit around the radio 
with a six volt battery on the floor 
listening to ‘Biggles’ and ‘Pick-a-Box’ 
and those sorts of things,” Bob says. 

“Before we got our Silent Night 
kerosene refrigerator, all we had was an 
ice chest, and before that a Coolgardie 
with damp hessian to keep things cool. 
Timber tuck driver Jack Brenda would 
bring a large ice block from Healesville 
wrapped in a hessian bag. This was 
placed in the top of the ice box. We were 
made when we got the Silent Night!” 
Bob recalls.

Toys were few. Bob had a scooter and 
later a pushbike and toys he invented 
from discarded machinery parts.

Wilkes Creek School, about one and 
a half kilometres from Number 2 mill, 
serviced about eight to 10 school-aged 
children from three bush timber mills. 
Getting to school along the bush track 
wasn’t much fun, especially in winter. 

When the post war migrants arrived, 
student numbers swelled to about 18 
or19.

“The school’s gone now, but we had 
a reunion in 2008 and 36 came back 
which was pretty good,” Bob says.

“I went and found all the stumps and 
the brick fireplace. We have a rock there 
now with a plaque, probably three miles 

down the road and a mile into the bush. 
The school was at the bottom of Mount 
Bismarck,” Bob says.

“We’d get four to six inches of snow 
in the winter, probably lasting for about 
a fortnight and every now and then we’d 
get a heavy fall.”

Bob was the third generation of his 
family to be involved in logging and he 
has seen many changes. His grandfather 
Jack used horses and bullocks at 
Anderson’s mills to operate steam 
winches and lowering gear. Bob’s father, 
also Bob, worked with Anderson’s as a 
tree feller and tractor driver.

Bob’s career in timber began at age 
14 as a ‘swampie’ assisting his tractor 
driving father to snig out, then load logs 
onto the tramline trolleys.

“They didn’t have a blade on the 
tractor then. Say there was a log where 
you couldn’t get in far enough with the 
tractor, the swampie would pull the wire 
rope through to the log, put the wire 
strop around the log, hook it on and 
then the tractor would pull it out.” 

Bob’s early days as a swampie were 
cut short when one of the log trolleys 
on the timber tramway ran over and 
broke his leg. The break did not heal 
well and Bob got a less strenuous job as 
a pot walloper (general kitchen hand) at 
Marysville’s Kooringa Guest House. Any 
hopes of joining a football team were 
dashed.

Itching to get back into the bush, at 
age 16 Bob returned to his swampie role 
and general bush duties, this time in the 
Big River area for J L (Lloyd) Gould. Not 
happy unless he had a steering wheel 
in his hand, at 17 Bob learnt to drive 
the ex-army Ford Blitz, loading logs 
destined for Warburton and beyond. In 
those days a licence wasn’t needed to 
drive on forest roads.

With a couple of exceptions, Bob’s u

Left: The home Bob grew up in

Top to bottom:
Bob with one of his haulage trucks

Bob and his mum Maisie outside their home

Crossing the river with a full load

Bob and another of his haulage trucks
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SPECIALISING IN NEW HOUSEBOAT BUILDS, 
GENERAL ENGINEERING, RENOVATIONS, 
STAINLESS STEEL FABRICATION & 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 

Think Houseboats
  Think Anchorageg

www.anchoragehouseboats.com.au

AUTHORISED VICTORIAN DISTRIBUTOR FOR 
ULTRA GREY WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

Factory B, 11 Eildon Rd, Eildon 
P: 5774 2705 
E: admin@ahboats.com.au

Anchorage Houseboat Sales 
Lake Eildon Marina, 
190 Sugarloaf Rd, Eildon 
Mike Dalmau  |  5774 2702 
sales@ahboats.com.au 

NE distributor for Garmin GPS products

75-77 Grant St, Alexandra  |  5772 1503 

Winter is
boots, shoes, gloves, 

hats and scarfs

The unique store for something different!
Possum & merino knitwear, oilskin coats, ugg boots, 

moleskin and denim/wool jeans, leather hats, leather 
“man” bags. Plus homewares and childrens gifts.
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association with Lloyd continued until 
his retirement.

“At 18 I got my licence and heavy 
vehicle endorsement and began carting 
logs out of the Marysville area to 
Robbie’s mill near Buxton, owned by 
Lloyd Gould.”

Then he worked for Marysville 
logging or cartage contractors Bantick 

Brothers who were taking Mountain 
Ash and Stringybark logs out of Mount 
Beauty and Gelantipy near Buchan.

Time had come to break into business 
on his own and Bob traded in his near 
new 1959 Holden on a tip truck and 
spent the next two years carting gravel 
to resurface the roads on the Reefton 
Spur and the Yarra Track.

His log carting career began in 
earnest after converting the tip truck to 
a timber jinker. He joined Dick Peter’s 
team carting logs for the Matlock 
sawmill then, as a contractor to Lloyd 
Gould, he carted Mountain Ash and 
Messmate logs from Big River and 
Mount Margaret into Gould’s Marysville 
mill.

Over the years Bob’s fleet of trucks 
grew to four, carting logs into and 
processed timber out of JL Gould’s 
Marysville and Alexandra sawmills.

Tiring of the pressure of business Bob 
sold his four trucks to Gould in 1990. 

Bob’s faithful drivers were Graham 
Weinberg, Leigh Bantick, Bill Pritchett 
and Andy Friedel.

But it wasn’t long before Bob 
hankered for another truck. He bought 
himself a brand new Volvo and spent 
the next year travelling to and from the 
Sydney markets pulling a refrigerated 
van loaded with fresh vegetables from 
Wandin.

But that took him too far from home. 
Soon he was back in the bush and spent 
a further nine years driving with a 
logging syndicate for J L Gould Sawmills 

before giving the game up for good in 
2000.

“I love the bush, it’s just part of me,” 
Bob says.

JL Gould Sawmills in Alexandra was 
sold to ITC Timber in 2006 then to 
Gunns Timber Products in 2009 and 
ceased operation in 2010. Many jobs 
were lost and timber harvested from the 
district is now transported to Heyfield 
in Gippsland. JL Gould’s Marysville mill 
had closed in 1995.

Bob believes the Alexandra mill 
should never have closed. “Many good 
people lost their jobs and it was a real 
blow to the economy of the town,” he 
says.

He’s seen many changes in the 
industry over time – in the forest, in 
the log yard, with safety practices and 
mechanical equipment.

“We used a Trewhella jack to jack 
each log off the truck, but now they lift 
the whole load off in one with a forklift. 
Down at APM or Midway, they just put 
the forks under it and lift 30 odd tonne 
of logs off in one hit,” Bob says.

“When I first started driving for Lloyd 
he owned the sawmill in Healesville and 
I was carting greasy gum. In those days 
to release the logs you had to knock a 
pin out of the chock on the bolsters as 
hard as you could and run like buggery 
to get out of the way as they rolled out 
over parallel logs (skids) laid on the 
ground to keep the logs clean,” Bob 
says. 

“Fortunately that day they’d put new 

Left: Bob and Ann’s wedding day

Bottom left: Ann in their Alexandra home
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skids out because I knocked the pin out, 
then fell over flat between the skids – 
the log rolled right over the top of me!”

Roads have changed. “In the early 
days all we had was tracks, but these 
days they’re not quite highways, but 
they are really beautiful roads,” Bob 
says.

Management has changed too. “The 
Forest Officer was Jim Sherlock; he 
was in control of the bush and if you 
did the wrong thing you knew you were 
in trouble. I learnt everything from 
watching and doing it in the bush; you 
didn’t need a book or go to school to 
learn what you did. You can’t learn those 
sorts of things at universities; you’ve got 
to grow up with them,” he says.

 “When I first started swamping, 
the mud would be over your gumboots 
and you’d work in the snow. You’re not 
allowed to work in the rain now.

“The trucks have changed so much 
too. In those days we just had 36 horse 
power trucks and now they have 600 
horse power trucks, it’s a big difference, 
B-doubles and all that. 

“There’s too much pressure now: 
we worked hard, but not with the same 
pressure. In the early days when we 
started with Lloyd we’d boil the billy, 
have a cup of tea, then go on the road. 
No time for that now!

“My mates were real mates – Alan 
Walker, Alan Graham, Billy Bekter, Ken 
‘Boots’ McLeod – we all stuck together 
and you’d help one another along the 
road if you broke down.

“Up at Matlock we were camped 
in a tent and slept on those old beds 
made out of wire gates. The guys today 
mightn’t survive, camping up there the 
way we did.”

Meeting girls was very different too.
“From the age of 16 I was courting 

girls in Marysville. I used to knock 
round with Neville McKenzie and 
Brian Greatorex on a Friday night. 
McKenzies had a feeder bus that brought 
passengers from the Melbourne bus into 
Marysville from St Fillan. They might 
have 15 to 20 passengers and the rest 
would go on to Alexandra. We’d take 
them around the guest houses, drop 
them off and then we’d pick out the 
ones we thought would be alright. Later 
we’d go back to the guest house and try 
our luck!

“We’d stand outside Cumberland 
Guest House when there were dances 
and the owner, Geoff Cuzens, would 
come out and say ‘come on you young 
bucks, get in there and sort the girls 
out’.  Sometimes, if there were too many 
guys, he’d say ‘move along, there are 
too many guys tonight’. They were great 
times, no drugs.”

After being stood up by a girl he’d 
met on one of these occasions, Bob 
decided to ask out the girl’s friend, 
Annette (Ann) Duval from St Leonards. 
Their first date was on November 
6, Bob’s 28th birthday. They were 
engaged a fortnight later and married 
on December 21. Bob was a busy young 
bloke, no time to muck around!

Some thought it wouldn’t last, 
but 46 years, two daughters and six 
grandchildren later the marriage 
continues. 

By 2008 living in Marysville had 
served its purpose so Bob and Ann sold 
their Falls Road home of 40 years. They 
moved into Alexandra where Ann could 
be closer to her quilting group, and Bob 
to his Freemasonry.

Bob’s 94 year-old mum Masie is in 
Alexandra’s Kellock Lodge; daughter 
Lana lives in Canberra with husband 
John Woollard, Alexandra’s former 
health surveyor; Roslyn kept timber in 
the family by marrying Jason Mckinnell 
of Mckinnell Harvesting Pty Ltd, in 
Healesville. Grandson Jesse represents 
a fifth generation in timber. He works in 
the bush operating a fully mechanised 
timber harvester.

Today Bob and Ann’s pride and joy is 
their HR Holden, the same model as Bob 
had when they were engaged. 

And what truckie doesn’t love country 
music? Ann shares this passion so each 
year they hitch up the caravan and head 
north for two weeks of country and 
western music at the annual Mildura 
Country Music Festival.

“On reflection maybe I could have 
done business a little better and had a 
bit more for our retirement. But buying 
the house in Alex was the best thing 
we’ve ever done. We’re very happy 
here.” NNE

“You can’t learn those sorts of 
things at universities; you’ve 
got to grow up with them”
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NNEPEOPLE The Big
Wet

Metaphorically, the lotus is rising from the mud. Environmental 
alchemy is transforming a would-be wasteland, what was seen as 
a gigantic unloved swamp full of drowned dreams, into a brave new 
world of life-affirming wilderness and wonder

“I think the magic of the (Winton) Wetlands is that they tend to 
transcend human history as most of us understand it ... They 
facilitate the social being in all of us and help us remember our 
connection to the landscape.” – Jo Bell, archaeologist 
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All that is left of the Winton 
North Primary School these 
days is a signpost and a small 
timber stump with a big plastic 

bag over it. The stump was the base of 
the old school’s flagpole, and the bag 
was put there to protect it from the 
weather. So simple, yet such an act of 
devotion by a local farmer whose family 
goes back five generations. It symbolises 
mortality and immortality, which is the 
story of the Winton Wetlands. 

The history extends as vast as the 
area itself, an enormous amphitheatre 
of primeval, enchanted space made 
up of 3000 hectares of wetlands and 
5000 hectares of Red gum and box 
grassy woodlands between Benalla and 
Wangaratta. It extends literally as far as 
sight can reach, beyond which are the 
Warby Ranges, to the soon-to-be snow 
capped Alps, with the great translucent 
light swooping down across the water 
like the gaze of the gods through the 
mists and myths of time, the wind their 
breath on the hour glass.

The story is classic country 
Australian, of natural beauty and 
ways of life being overcome by human 
expansion, dispossession, tragedy 

In the largest restoration of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, 
Nature in the North-East is being brought back from the dead, 

writes JOHN LARKIN.

and suffering, followed by a festival of 
frolic as it became a recreation area, 
then dissolution and reversion back to 
bushland and swamp – what was left of it. 

This time, amends are being sought 
and made, to give the story resolution, 
described as the biggest restoration of 
its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. 
The Wetlands are being revitalised as 
sensitively as possible, so they become 
once again prolific and pristine, as 
Nature intended. They opened to the 
public from last November, and now 
people can go there 24 hours a day.

The Wetlands in fact number 30, 
with three main ones, named Sergeant, 
Winton and Greens.

First, as a gigantic swamp, it was 
vital to the Indigenous people, who were 
there for thousands of years. This was 
a highly honoured gathering place, of 
shelter, food and sacred corroboree, 
leaving behind hundreds of signs, in tool 
scatters, middens and scar trees. They 
called it Mokoan. 

When the white people came, in 
the mid 1800s, the Aborigines were 
“forcibly removed”. The place has a 
powerful, at times sorrowful, presence.

The squatters and settlers, some of 
Irish descent, started with big tracts of 
land, then broken down into smaller 
farms. The place went through hard 
times and abundance. The little village 
of Winton North sustained as well as the 
school, a butter factory, two churches 
and a post office.

Among its many visitors was that 
Irish-Australian son of a gun, Ned 
Kelly, and his gang, who roamed the 
North-East, robbed banks in Euroa 
and Jerilderie, killed three policemen 
in a shootout at Stringy Bark Creek 
outside Mansfield, and came to a bad 
end in the siege at the Glenrowan Inn 
in June 1880, with Ned, the country’s 
most (in)famous bushranger, hanged in 
November the same year. 

Duck shooting began there in 1874, 
with nine men in the first hunting party. 
At the peak, its estimated hundred 
thousand ducks were stalked by up to 
5000 shooters at a time. The practice 
is banned there now, never to return, 
pledges Denis O’Brien, a member of 
the Winton Wetlands Committee of 

Management based in Benalla. 
As far back as 1885 there was talk 

of creating water storage, with much 
discussion for and against, always 
with flood mitigation in mind. Finally 
in 1961, the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission proposed a channel 
between the Winton Swamp as it was 
called then, and the Broken River, to 
create a gigantic lake. More controversy 
followed as land was acquired, 
displacing 16 of the 20 families of long 
standing farms, with another 50 losing 
part of their properties.

It was the white people’s turn for 
pain. Farmers are not always very 
sentimental, but they can be heartfelt 
about the land, even more so when it 
provides a living. Poignancy from that 
period, still lingering, has been palpable.

Descendant Ray Nelson says of his 
father:

“Yes, it was absolutely devastating for 
him (Dad) and anybody that was alive 
at that time would have told you that it 
killed Jim Nelson. Yeah, it did – I don’t 
think there was any doubt about it.

“He was in the Benalla Hospital and 
Mum and my brother went in and he 
said ‘Come on let’s go home’ and my 
brother said to him ‘Where’s home?’ and 
he said ‘Winton, where else?’... and that 
was in his mind.”

Even earlier, two elderly sisters, Alice 
and Fanny, from the long established 
Currie family, were forced off their patch 
by flooding from a local council drain, 
which they fought and lost. Then, all 
by themselves, they built a rough hut 
beside a roadway, where they struggled 
through a subsistence existence during 
the 1930s and 1940s. Alice assisted at 
the Winton North Primary School as the 
Sewing Mistress. Her days ended in the 
Beechworth Mental Hospital.

Lake Mokoan, as it became called, 
was built between 1967 and 1971, with 
the longest dam wall in the Southern 
Hemisphere, stretching 7.5 kilometres, 
and 47 metres wide. Still today we can 
see the levy, along with two natural 
sandbanks which form a boundary, 
as the most eastern of their kind in 
Australia. 

Water from the lake, fed by four small 
creeks and a channel from the Broken 

u
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River above Benalla, then serviced 
irrigation areas back along the river 
through Stockyard Creek. At its peak 
capacity, the lake held 365 gigalitres, 
and supplied 16 gigalitres a year for 
irrigation.

Lake Mokoan became a popular 
playground. As well as duck hunting and 
fishing for the introduced Murray Cod 
and Golden Perch species, there were 
many water sports including boating and 
sailing. It had its own yacht club.

But the birth of the lake came at a 
price. The ‘Inundation’, the title given 
to the flooding, had been a creeping, 
virtual apocalypse, which silently 
consumed an entire environment, a 
beautiful, vulnerable world.

The Inundation drowned an estimated 
200,000 trees, three quarters of them 
Red Gum, of whom a significant number 
were more than 500 years old.

Once Nature took over again, Lake 
Mokoan did not last long, after filling in 
1974-75. The 1982-83 drought brought 
the water level down to five per cent. In 
2009 it dried out totally. Between 1985 
and 2000, it was prone to outbreaks of 
blue-green algae bloom. 

Despite protests from the local 
community, the State Government 
decided in 2004 that the lake would be 
decommissioned. It was the first time 
a major Victorian reservoir (the State’s 
fifth largest) would be closed.

Today we can see the brute remnants 
of what was destroyed, with the dead 
tree trunks reaching heavenwards 

in supplication as a vast 
petrified forest. Stretching 
in all directions, they create 
an image suggesting partly 
a prolific Fred Williams’ 
painting of the Australian 
landscape, and partly the set 
of ‘Waiting for Godot’, Irish 
avant-garde writer Samuel 
Beckett’s devastatingly dark 
commentary on existential emptiness.

Among the impressions is an 
overwhelming sense of blight, waste 
and melancholia. Homeless phantoms 
listlessly stalk the tracks among the 
lonely waterways. Somewhere in the 
wind linger echoes of sacred ceremonial 
songs, women weeping, the chattering 
of long-gone children with their 
whole lives ahead of them, a preacher 
thundering from the pulpit, the groaning 
of men and beasts toiling under the sun, 
a cart rattling over Boggy Bridge, wind 
in white sails on the wide water, picnic 
parties, and the panic cries of ducks. 
The waters run as deep as their secrets.

But suddenly now a White-bellied Sea-
Eagle swirls past us, then a pelican, who 
might join up to 50 others to herd large 
fish, while above on the dead branches 
perch a whole chorus of whistling kites. 
The animation opens our eyes and ears 
to observe what is really happening 
here, and we begin to see the sublime 
movements of flora and fauna, the many 
shades of green, and experience that Life, 
indeed, goes on.

Metaphorically, the lotus is now 

rising from the mud. Humankind and 
Nature together are transforming with 
environmental alchemy a would-be 
wasteland, what was seen as a gigantic 
unloved swamp full of drowned dreams, 
into a brave new world of life-affirming 
wilderness and wonder. 

 

After the decision to decommission 
the lake, the efforts of the working 

parties and advisory groups to save 
it, then led to the Government in 
2008 committing up to $20 million 
to implement the 2006 Lake Mokoan 
Future Land Use Strategy to restore the 
Winton Wetlands. 

The strategy implementation 
and restoration work was given to 
the Winton Wetlands Committee of 
Management, set up in March 2009, and 
the 8750 hectare reserve established 
in April the following year, with the 
decommissioning completed four 
months later, and the dam wall breached 
and the natural level returned.

Ironically, there were big floods there 
between 2010-2012, with a 150 per 

Jim Grant (left) 
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Management
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cent rise in 2011. This filled the Winton 
Wetlands, bringing with it new life force. 
The birds came back, and stayed, and 
the vegetation thrived. Out from the 
drowning fields began to emerge true 
beauty as River Red Gums sprouted, 
White Box tree cover flourished, and the 
open grasslands were covered by native 
and exotic species. It was primitive, raw, 
and real.

    

The site has a secure future now, with 
the coming together of government 

and private philanthropy. The Winton 
Wetlands@Benalla Master Plan is 
a proposed $57 million two-stage 
development project to restore the 
wetlands and grassy woodland areas 
as it was before the Inundation. The 
Master Plan project funding will include 
the State Government’s $20 million 
grant, along with $37 million private 
investment, and projected more money 
from tourism over 10 years. 

“The vision for the restoration is for 
a project of national, scientific, cultural 
and environmental significance with a 
focus on education, research, tourism, 
recreation and community development, 
enjoying wide local, regional and 
national support.”

Its policy seeks to rebuild the 
ecological integrity to protect and 
reintroduce threatened species. The 
environmental renewal is reportedly 
well underway, with the restoration and 
monitoring, and over 183 species of 
bird, an abundance of mammals, reptiles 
and other fauna and flora. Emphasis on 
the ecology with all its variants will be 
absolute. 

Tim Barlow, the Ecological Projects 
Co-ordinator at the Goulburn Broken 
Catchment Management Authority, says: 
“Traditionally, ecological restoration 
normally takes the direction of 
establishing more native flora at a given 
site by displacing non-native species. 
Explicitly or otherwise, the condition 
and institution of a site or system prior 
to European occupation of Australia is 
considered to be a relevant benchmark. 
My major concern was that after 30-plus 
years of wetting and drying, much of 
the ecological character of the site had 

been irrevocably changed from pre-
European conditions. Was restoration 
to a pre-European condition the best 
plan for restoration? In addition to the 
physical size of the site, this suggested 
an approach of ‘guided’ natural 
regeneration would be the most cost-
effective approach.

“I took a slightly different tack 
and suggested to the Committee of 
Management that restoration should 
be about improving ecological function 
rather than to a set prescription (i.e. 
as it was prior to settlement). After 
consultation with a range of experts, 
we developed a series of criteria 
as indicators of whether or not the 
ecological function is improving.”

Dr Steve Hamilton, noted zoologist 
who specialises in biodiversity 
conservation and development, says: 
“The Winton Wetlands is a collection 
of 30 wetlands of different sizes and 
types in a very complex landscape. The 
wetlands, and the bits-in-between, are in 
amazingly good condition given all that 
has transpired in the last 100 years.”

With the planned infrastructure 
and amenities of the Master Plan put 
in place, the Wetlands is imagined to 
evolve into a major attraction for bird 
watchers, star-gazers, bush walkers, 
cyclists, campers, wildlife lovers and 
photographers as well as people wishing 
to experience the vastness and beauty of 
the location.

The strategy includes a tourism and 
education complex, a discovery centre 
and learning and research facilities, 
boardwalks, interpretative signage, 
visitor amenities, wetland trails, bird 
hides, observation platforms, regional 
connections with Benalla, Glenrowan 
and Wangaratta, the Warby-Ovens 
National Park and other tourist 
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water receded, we were able to identify 
the banks of the original Wetlands. This 
was exciting as the majority of cultural 
heritage material that we found during 
earlier surveys was predominately 
caught in strandlines of the high water 
mark, washed up on the shoreline like 
seaweed on the beach.

“Later surveys revealed that despite 
the 40 years of inundation, cultural 
material was found to be pretty much 
in situ around the Wetlands themselves, 
particularly the larger ones like Winton 
and Sergeants. A series of small mounds 
were also identified adjacent to the 
smaller Wetlands such as Blacks and 
Taminick Swamps. Not many mounds 
outside the River Murray corridor, 
which indicates that people come here 
often, from far and wide, converging 
on the Wetlands, and the resources 
they offered. This is also supported 
by oral history information from local 
landholders, handed down through 
generations since European occupation 
of the first squatting runs here.

“The historic literature indicates that 
the Wetlands fall within the language 
group boundaries of either Duang 
Wurrung or Bangarang. However, these 
boundaries tended to be somewhat 
fluid and indeed the Wetlands are quite 
close to the boundaries between Duang 
Wurrung, Bangarang and Ngurai-illam 
wurrung. It would make sense that 
during particular times, members of 
all three friendly groups, and possibly 
others, would converge on the Wetlands 
for corroborree and discussion. It may 
even have represented shared country 
for such a purpose given that the 
Wetlands contained a huge number of 
resources that had the capacity to feed 
a large number of people over a period 
of time.

“The Wetlands are remarkable in their 
geology, geomorphology and vegetation. 
This in turn, created a great place for 
people to live. The natural depression, 
surrounded by the Warbys, the 
Goorambat Hills and the Uplands, spills 
onto the wider and flatter Benalla Plain. 
The Wetlands would pretty well always 
have held water, except during the most 
extreme droughts, so was probably also 
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attractions, ecotourism accommodation, 
canoeing, kayaking, cycling and 
camping, and community facilities for 
meetings and other functions.

Among these projections, are 
resonances of Kakadu, the beautiful, 
fragile series of water levels, vegetation, 
creatures and ancient history in the 
Top End, and its information centre, 
designed by the inspired Australian 
architect Glenn Murcutt with Aboriginal 
children attending to visitors, and a 
theatrette featuring tribal stories.

The Winton Wetlands Committee of 
Management has recently completed 
cultural heritage surveys of Indigenous 
values within the site, and reports that 
it is working closely with the traditional 
owners, the Yorta Yorta.

Highly esteemed North-East cultural 
heritage researcher and advisor Jo Bell, 
whom we have featured previously in 
NNE, says:

“As a local, I have been associated 
with Lake Mokoan since a child, coming 
here for picnics and water sports 
with my family. My extended family is 
based all over the North-East so we all 
converged on the lake to get together, 
share a meal and generally catch up – 
something people have been doing for 
thousands of years!

“It was with great excitement that 
once I qualified as an archaeologist, 
I had the opportunity to return to the 
Wetlands, for which I had such fond 
memories, and truly understand why I 
love it so much.”

She was involved with the 
decommissioning from the beginning, 
and carried out cultural heritage 
assessments to determine what 
remained following 40 years of 
inundation.

“We were not disappointed. As the u
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seen as a sanctuary during these times. A 
plethora of bird life always accompanied 
Wetlands, and fish, mussels and reptiles 
too, so food would have been plentiful. 

“The adjacent hills and plain would 
have supported the larger mammals that 
were hunted. Rock wells have also been 
found in the surrounding hills, providing 
potable water for thirsty travellers.

“I think the magic of the Wetlands 
is that they tend to transcend human 
history as most of us understand it. 
People have been coming here for 
thousands of years, doing the same 
thing – meeting people, sharing food, 
interacting. The Wetlands don’t care 
what the colour of your skin is, your 
religion or what your politics are. They 
facilitate the social being in all of us and 
help us all remember our connection to 
the landscape.”

Literally hundreds of talented 
individuals and interested parties 

are involved in the Wetlands project, 
including a strong science contingent, 
government departments, service clubs, 
environment groups and a heavenly host 
of volunteers. The place is very carefully 
scrutinised and considered before the 
various plans are put in place.

With the Committee of Management 
offices located in nearby Benalla, 
members and staff are dedicated and 
welcoming. They display the kind 
of savvy needed to care for such a 
vast, sensitive, public, complex, and 
dependent responsibility as the Winton 
Wetlands, and re-establish its integrity 
while at the same time providing for 
as many people needs as possible, 
and securing public support and 
participation.

Rebecca Hamilton, who greets us 
at reception, is not long out of school, 
comes from a farm life, with her father a 
botanist, and speaks eagerly of her sense 
of responsibility. “Everything relates to 
the project.”

Committee member Dennis O’Brien 

has a background in agricultural science, 
and was former dean of Dookie College. 
He is straight-forward, passionate and 
able to steer a path which includes many 
interests but, most of all, the project 
itself. “We don’t have politics as an issue. 
What we have is community sentiment.”

While he says that at some stage the 
Wetlands will be a highly significant asset 
to North-East Victoria, he also speaks 
respectfully of the Wetlands having a 
spiritual sense, and a sense of place. “It’s 
very quiet. It’s a little bit intimidating. 
It’s vast. There is an aloneness there. 
If you just stop, you can feel how it is 
significant.

“There’s a sense of the past somehow. 
It’s a great place to be by yourself.”

Asked about the possible effects of 
climate change, he says the contribution 
will be the Wetlands renewal. With 17 
different ecologies, it will always be 
ephemeral.

“Our idea is that the whole place will 
be soft – as in soft activities.”

Jim Grant, the project CEO, takes 
me into the middle of this strange, yet 
somehow familiar, stark yet beautiful, 
land beyond time. The sheer, sublime 
force of the place almost overwhelms, as 
does gratitude that it exists, and is now 
being redeemed for the sakes of both 
Nature and Humankind. 

First off, the dead trees make it 
seem like the biggest graveyard in the 
world. Yet, as we look into the landscape 
further, beyond our sorrow, we see signs 
here and there of new growth. Last year, 
millions of River Red Gum seeds were 
dispersed by helicopter. The trees in 
front of us range in age from 20 to 300 
years.

Roadways criss-cross like threads 
into eternity. Late last year the place was 
opened to vehicular traffic. People can 
come there whenever they please. 

Jim Grant says: “We trust people, 
rather than being suspicious, and so far 
we have had no trouble.

“One of the great ironies of it is that 

the swamps are in excellent condition 
because the flooding killed the weeds, 
and the native vegetation had 40 years 
below the surface. Drying out has not 
been so bad, because it put more oxygen 
into the soil.” 

Asked about climate change, he says 
he believes the place will be strong 
enough to follow its own natural cycle. 
“If it dries out, or if it floods, we don’t 
get alarmed. The ecology here is very 
dynamic. It will be different from 50 
years ago. But an area like this I think 
will be different in a wonderful way. 
With this landscape, the scale of it will 
overwhelm the detail of it. 

“I think it’s pretty much been abused 
already. You can only go forward from 
here. The (water) levels are going 
to keep coming and going, and the 
vegetation will keep going. I think 
landscape like this is going to be pretty 
resilient. I am not complacent about 
climate change, but places like this will 
find its own way, its own ecology.”

In the old days, when he used to drive 
past the Wetlands, he never thought 
much about them. His first impression 
when he finally went in there was that it 
was “terrible.” All that has changed. You 
can feel how much he loves and respects 
the place. “I think it’s great that humans 
want to fix it up. I take heart from the 
fact that someone is giving it a go. It’s 
the start of a very long journey.”

He speaks of the enchantment of 
being out there at night, alone with 
his dog, on a Full Moon. From his 
description, the force of Nature was 
absolute.

The ancient waters of the Winton 
Wetlands, which have run so many 

courses, and are now reverting back into 
primeval swampland, still have many 
secrets yet to reveal. One is the meaning 
of the name ‘Mokoan’. No one can be 
found so far who knows.  NNE

“The wetlands, and the bits-in-between, are in 
amazingly good condition given all that has 
transpired in the last 100 years”
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45 Cave Hill Rd, Lilydale
 

24 HOURS SERVICE ALL AREAS 
Pre Paid Funerals N.F.D.A Member

Large Chapel with after service facilities for refreshments 
Family Owned And Operated 

williammatthewsfunerals.com.au  
Before you decide call Bill, Narelle, Beau or Melanie Matthews  

William  Matthews  Funerals

9739 6868

Noel G. O’Meara & Associates
Taxation And Business Advisors

www.strathbogietax.com

Benalla  03 5762 7001
Euroa   03 5795 2783 

Quality Integrity Experience

Louise J Brennan LL.B. (Melb)

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

Conveyancing
Wills & Estates
Family Law
Litigation

E: ljbrennan@bigpond.com

‘Riverview’
1560 Goulburn Valley Highway
Alexandra Victoria 3714

P: 03 5773 2298

Incorporating Alex Younger & Woinarski’s

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
carpets, curtains and internal 
and external blinds from

2/233 Mt Buller Road
Phone: 5775 1373 
Mobile: 0417 561 585

With such a huge range of  fabrics 
in store we have all your window 
furnishing ideas covered.

Call in today to see for yourself.

No obligation free measure and quote.



Local Showcase

Peak’s Restaurant / Ned’s Bar
Experience breathtaking views of the 
Alpine National Park and Mt Buller 
while enjoying the warmth and friendly 
atmosphere of Peak’s Restaurant and 
Ned’s Bar. With a new appetizing A La 
Carte Winter Menu treat yourself to 
Pinnacle’s ultimate dining experience.

Ski Hire
We stock a wide range of Rossignol 
Ski Gear including snow chain hire for 
the car.

PINNACLE VALLEY 
RESORT
STAY, WINE, DINE AND SKI

1 Mimosa Drive, Merrijig VIC 3723 
P: (03) 5777 5788 
E: reservations@pvr.com.au 
W: www.pvr.com.au

Peak’s Restaurant / Ned’s Bar
Experience breathtaking views of the 
Alpine National Park and Mt Buller 
while enjoying the warmth and friendly 
atmosphere of Peak’s Restaurant 
and Ned’s Bar. With a new appetizing 
A La Carte Winter Menu treat yourself to 
Pinnacle’s ultimate dining experience.

Ski Hire
We stock a wide range of Rossignol 
Ski Gear including snow chain hire for 
the car.

1 Mimosa Drive, Merrijig VIC 3723
P: 5777 5788
reservations@pvr.com.au
www.pvr.com.au

Marriage is an important commitment, 
a personal investment in a relationship 
which gives love as well as strength and 
support. I have an innate sense of what 
matters to individuals and will invest 
myself and my emotions to make the 
ocassion memorable.
My role as celebrant is to ensure 
your special day is a celebration but  
at the same time reflects what is 
important to you.
Marriage, naming and reaffirmation 
ceremonies.

Registered Civil Celebrant  (A15749)

Robyn Baddeley  
P: 5777 5648 M: 0438 292 486
doicy1960@hotmail.com
www.flamerobyn.com

Flame Robyn  
Celebrancy Services
creating special memories

ROBYN BADDELEY
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With an eclectic mix of new and old it’s 
not difficult to find a gift for that special 
person or to just spoil yourself. 
We support local artists whose work 
contributes to the individuality we strive 
to achieve.
Free trade products are a part of this 
vibrancy, a beautiful range of interesting 
and colourful products.
Whilst the shop is cosy it allows us to 
constantly introduce new products. 

PETTICOAT LANE
Oozes character and colour

49 Murphy St, Wangaratta
P: 5721 9865
cmac67@live.com.au
www.petticoatlane.net

Welcome to Jamieson Valley Retreat, 
located in the NE of the Victorian 
Alpine Region. Set on 25 acres, 
it offers 4 fully self-contained chalets.
Breathtaking mountainous scenery of 
the Australian Alps, with Jamieson River 
frontage and a natural spring fed lake to 
swim or fish in.
This is a peaceful and secluded retreat 
for those looking to unwind and relax 
with nature. Rustic “Oak Tree Gallery” 
onsite can host small weddings, 
workshops or conferences.

36 Jamieson Valley Lane,  
(Off Licola Road), Jamieson
P: 5777 0510  M: 0400 599 546
info@jamiesonretreat.com
www.jamiesonretreat.com

JAMIESON VALLEY 
RETREAT
Relax With Nature

Choose from an extensive range of 
quality, ski in ski out, privately owned 
apartments, chalets & lodges.
Ranging from 1 to 4 bedroom family or 
Executive Luxury stays. Well appointed 
and tastefully furnished with quality 
bedding and wood fires.
Available at Mt Buller, Alpine Ridge, 
Sawmill Settlement, Changue Road and 
Mansfield.
Call us for Winterfest Specials and 
mention this ad.

ALPINE HOLIDAY 
RENTALS
Mt Buller accommodation specialists
Book directly with us and save

P: 5777 5288
bookings@alpineholidayrentals.com.au 
www.alpineholidayrentals.com.au

HIGH COUNTRY WINE 
CELLARS
“The Wine Tour Without the Bus!”

Open Wed to Sat & Pub Hols 11am to 5pm
Call David: 0437 117 693, or email: 
info@highcountrywinecellars.com.au
www.highcountrywinecellars.com.au

Aromatic whites, elegant reds, classic 
sparkling wines; 15 wineries and over 
60 different bottles of wine, local craft 
beers and cider, all at one cellar door.
High Country Wine Cellars, located in 
shop 2 Erril St (just behind Ochre Earth 
and Outdoor Pleasure) can offer you all 
this and more.
We feature a large range of mouth 
watering local cool climate wines from 
the Upper Goulburn and the Strathbogie 
wine regions for tasting and sales, and 
delivery can be arranged.

NNECOUNTRY
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Yea’s Russell Wealands had one 
simple message he wanted to 
get out to the Yea community: 
“Thank you, absolutely, thank 

you”. Russell was standing proudly in the 
stunning foyer of the almost completed 
YWater Discovery and Visitor Centre.

For Russell this project has been a 
major part of his life for more than 15 
years and although feeling a bit jaded, he 
is still enthusiastic. 

The Wetlands Committee of 
Management and Trust’s vision of a 
Centre of learning has been revealed. 
The YWater Centre aspires to be the 
main visitor centre for the Murrindindi 

Yea’s 
water 
centre 
opens 
soon 

As Yea’s Water Discovery 
and Visitor Centre inches 
closer to completion, 
the man who has helped 
drive the project for 
the last 15 years sings 
its praises. Russell 
Wealands talks with 
LYNNDA HEARD

Shire, but it is aims to provide the 
community of Yea and Murrindindi with 
a valuable resource, inspired by the 
magnificent wetlands on the Yea River 
almost in the heart of the town. 

The location of the wetlands has 
immense significance as it is on an 
unregulated river where there is no 
storage upstream making the wetlands 
of rare environmental significance and 
beauty. Being on this part of the river, 
the wetlands can be underwater when 
the river floods and when the waters 
recede, the magnificent wetlands are 
revealed along with the extraordinary 
ecosystem within.

The centre is hard to miss. It’s the 
standout building with its surrounding 
wall of wooden pillars positioned next to 
the Wetlands on the river on the north-
east side of the town. 

“There are 104 wooden pillars 
of support and each one has been 
purchased by individuals in the 
community at $250 plus,” says Russell 
with some pride. 

“To me the Wetlands and the centre 
are all about water – our brains are made 
up of 90 per cent water – and we don’t 
seem to understand fully how little water 
we have and that in rural Victoria, water 
is a fundamental resource,” stresses 
Russell. 

“Water is Murrindindi’s most valuable 
export and the least understood and 
appreciated.”

According to Russell, the centre will 
have a wide approach of a ‘look, enjoy 
and learn’ experience with a strong 
emphasis on Indigenous heritage, the 
environment, and flora and fauna. 
Naturally, there will also be a focus on 

tourism and learning with school and 
community groups encouraged to utilise 
the many resources of the centre. 

“In addition, the centre will be a retail 
outlet for local producers to promote the 
region and Cindy McKay from Country 
Woman is undertaking the stocking. 
The centre will also be available for hire 
for weddings and other events,” says 
Russell. “And there is the meeting room, 
commercial kitchen, Wi-Fi access and a 
smart TV for tele-conferencing.”

The centre is set to open towards the 
end of July and already two organisers – 
Julie Blyth from Broadford and Pauline 
Roberts from the Highlands – have been 
employed part-time to organise the 
centre and work with volunteers (about 
40 at the moment). 

Standing in the middle of the main 
room of the centre with sunlight 
streaming in on the beautiful wooden 
walls and floor, Russell stresses that 
there are only positives to emerge from 
the centre coming together. 

“Yea, has great potential when it 
works together. This is opportunity to 
bring businesses on side and engage 
with the Yea Business and Tourism 
Association.”

Already, he says the community has 
been fantastic.

“The builders, Darjelan, are from 
Kinglake, the solar power was donated 
by Derek Marsden from ReneSola who 
lives in Yea and the landscaping design is 
being done by local Cally Sinclair.”

To become involved in the YWater 
Centre contact Russell on 0408 246 
308. Sponsors and volunteers are always 
welcome. http://ywatercentre.com.au 
NNE



Is there a special occasion on the 
horizon that you’d like to share with 
family and friends?

Why not celebrate these times with a 
personalised celebration carefully and 
creatively written, and delivered in a 
professional, warm, engaging manner?

I truly love working together as we 
prepare enabling your ceremony to sing 
your song, your  story thereby creating 
fond memories  for years to come.

Why not give me a call?

MARY ANNE EGAN
Authorised Marriage Celebrant

Mary Anne
T:   5778 7465
M: 0428 937 210
egan_ma@ymail.com

Gatherings & Reflections
Significant Celebrations
for your experiences of
• Life  • Love  • Loss

MANSFIELD 
HOSPITALITY SUPPLIES
Uniform Special - Limited time only!

5 Collopy St, Mansfield
P: 5779 1660
sales@m-h-s.com.au
www.m-h-s.com.au

For the months of June and July only 
we invite you to spend a minimum of 
$100 on our wide range of selected chef 
uniforms to receive a FREE apron.
Please note this special is only valid 
on current in store stock, while stocks 
last and does not apply to back orders. 
Not valid with Chef Works Aprons.
Drop in and see Olivia and Lee at the 
store to take advantage of this once off 
special offer.

Local Showcase

With an extensive range of 
equipment including pneumatic and 
hydraulic post drivers with auger’s, 
4 in 1 buckets, and front end loaders, 
Glen McMaster is your local specialist in 
all farm fencing requirements including 
post and rail, vineyard post driving, and 
cattle and sheep yards.
Professional hay contracting and grass 
slashing. Glen also offers efficient 
on-site welding services and Beavertail 
truck hire.
Located in Yea, proudly servicing the 
Murrindindi shire.

GLEN MCMASTER
Rural Contractor

Call Glen today on 
P: 0417 529 809 or 5797 2921

Located half-way between Melbourne 
and Mt Buller, this enchanting Cafe and 
Produce store is the perfect location to 
stretch your legs.
Browse for something fun in this unique 
store or walk the trails. Your journey will 
be as memorable as your time on the 
slopes.
Boasting luxury B & B accommodation 
and outstanding facilities to cater for 
any size range of events.
Refer to our website for map and further 
information.

PRODUCE STORE
AND CAFE
Great coffee and delicious snacks

1188 Maroondah Hwy, Narbethong
M: 0429 699 969
info@saladinlodge.com.au
www.saladinlodge.com   

In the heart of Marysville and nestled 
within beautiful private gardens are these 
stylish architect-designed cottages. 
Travel through the Yarra Valley wine 
region and magnificent tall timbers of the 
Black Spur then relax in a free standing 
spa bath for two and let everyday 
stresses of life melt away.
Wake up to a complimentary gourmet 
home-cooked breakfast hamper and 
explore the regions many attractions 
fully refreshed.
Refer to our website for further 
information

DALRYMPLES B&B 
GUEST COTTAGES
AAA 4 1/2 star

18 Falls Road, Marysville
Bookings 0419 103 834 or 5963 3416
E: info@dalrymples.com.au
www.dalrymples.com.au

MURRINDINDI 
KITCHENS 
For All Your Cabinetry Needs
Providing superior service and quality, 
Murrindindi Kitchens is available to help 
you with your new kitchen, laundry or 
bathroom.
Specialising in new homes and 
renovations we can work with all 
budgets to help turn your dream into 
the real thing.
Murrindindi Kitchens also specialises 
in houseboat, shop and office fit outs, 
portable kitchens (ideal for camping), 
4WD under tray boxes, tool boxes and 
more. 
Call Matt to discuss options for 
ALL your cabinet needs.

38 Johnston St, Alexandra
M: 0409 146 465
sales@murrindindikitchens.com

To advertise - Kelly 0417 869 608 or kelly@northbynortheast.com.au  |  Julie 0427 710 133 or julie@northbynortheast.com.au

A private not-for-profit community 
organisation offering Acute, Aged Care, 
Allied Health and Day Therapy to the 
Strathbogie Shire and surrounds. 
In 1984 became a private facility known 
as Euroa Health Inc. Currently employing 
120 full time, part-time and casual staff 
with over 100 volunteers.
Fully accredited 24 bed Hospital, 68 bed 
residential aged care facility providing 24 
hour care to our residents. 
Situated in the picturesque Strathbogie 
Ranges/Shire approximately 1½ hour 
drive north of Melbourne.

EUROA HEALTH

P: 5795 0200
F: 5795 0240
eh@euroahealth.com.au
www.euroahealth.com.au

Servicing residents of Euroa 
and its surrounds

Come in and browse our cosy winter 
collection!
Give your home a touch of warmth 
with our exclusive cushions and 
lampshades. Keep the cold at bay with 
toasty hand-knitted scarves and hats. 
Entertain the kids on those cold winter 
days with hand-crafted games and 
toys. Or just find the perfect gift.
Open 10-4 Friday to Monday and Public 
Holidays

BLACKTHORN 
TEXTILES & GIFTS
Unique items created by a group of friends

38b High Street, Yea
M: 0413 489 196
blackthorn1@optusnet.com.au
Find us on Facebook

Local Showcase

Highly skilled operator Andrew Shaw 
has constructed dams, house sites 
and roads for over 20 years within the 
Murrindindi and surrounding shires.
Fully equipped with excavators, grader, 
bull dozer, tip trucks, float, front-end 
loader and water cart,  Andrew is 
prepared for any earthmoving project.
Also specialising in erosion control 
works, tree removal and clearing, rabbit 
ripping, landscaping and general earth 
works. 

AJ & SL SHAW 
EXCAVATIONS
Experienced machinery operator

M: 0427 969 297
andrew_shaw3@bigpond.com

This spacious cafe has delicious sweets 
and savouries to satisfy every taste bud. 
Take your meal outdoors and enjoy the 
sights, sounds and smells of the bush.
Located in the main street and with 
convenient parking, the bakery is the 
perfect spot to breakfast before setting 
out on your Marysville adventure, and 
the delicious coffee is a great way to 
top it off.
Open 7 days.

MARYSVILLE 
BAKERY CAFE
Country treats

17 Murchison Street, Marysville
P: 5963 3477
marysvillebakery@virtual.net.au

This stately Victorian manor in Yea 
has undergone a complete stunning 
refurbishment.

Built in 1876 and situated in the heart 
of Yea it offers its guests the beauty 
of a by-gone era and boasts a grand 
ballroom which seats up to 100 guests. 

The grand building is set to become 
the areas most sought after venue for 
weddings and functions.

BEAUFORT MANOR
A special venue for your special day

Contact the owners
Lisa and Stewart Cornwall
M: 0400 848 575
beaufortmanoryea@gmail.com

With experience in all aspects of 
livestock husbandry, property and 
business management, DNLS has 
the knowledge to take your farming 
business to the next level.
Specialising in marketing and purchase 
of stock, AI and embryo programs, 
beef cattle consultancy and advising for 
show and carcass.
Achieve success with this opportunity 
to engage the services of Duncan 
Newcomen, a specialist in long and 
short term property management.
Livestock agent for Rodwells.

DUNCAN NEWCOMEN 
LIVESTOCK SERVICES
Over 45 years experience 

M: 0418 873 765   P: 5797 3115
d.newcomen@people.net.au 
duncan@dnewcomenlivestock.com.au
www.dnewcomenlivestock.com.au

Annie 0412 169 664 or annie@northbynortheast.com.au  |  Stephanie 0409 702 427 or stephanie@northbynortheast.com.au
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Who’s 
looking 
after mum?
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We all recognise this 
situation. 

I imagine that the 
mother is now in the 

kitchen, leaning against the bench 
raging, perhaps crying. Over it all. 
Feeling at a complete loss as to how to 
rectify the situation, feeling ashamed of 
her behaviour, exhausted, a ‘hopeless’ 
mum. 

From my professional experience I 
also know that at some level the child 
is feeling terrible, too.  In other words, 
when nothing seems to go right, as 
it often can, in the busy, seemingly 
unpredictable day of every family, both 
mother and child, as we see in this case, 
can be overwhelmed by the intense and 
crazy mix of emotions that they are 
feeling and that they don’t know what to 
do about. 

It’s the end of the day; this young 
mother has been attending to other 
people’s needs all day – her children’s 
(perhaps her baby and toddler) or those 
at work. It’s now around 6pm, dinner 
should be ready, the kids are tired and 
still haven’t done their homework, the 

house is a bomb site, and nothing will 
settle baby.

Mum is thinking she can’t cope any 
longer, her feelings of rage, frustration, 
exhaustion, inadequacy, perhaps even 
shame, threaten to overwhelm her. Nor 
does her child know what he or she is 
thinking any longer. He or she is totally 
overwhelmed by their own feelings of 
rage, frustration, confusion, uncertainty 
and abandonment.

There are times in every parent’s 
life when nothing positive seems to 
work – when our baby doesn’t seem to 
be progressing like other babies, when 
the approaches we try with our toddler 
never seem to work like the books say 
they should, when our adolescent refuses 
to listen to a word we say. It is at times 
like these that we can feel so much all 
at once – confused, uncertain, worried, 
frustrated, distressed or depressed. 

This is when it is invaluable to have 
a partner, or perhaps a grandparent 
or close friend, step in and ‘hold’ the 
overwhelmed parent.  

When we know that someone 
understands how we feel (anxious, 

angry, confused), just the knowing 
that somebody else knows and cares 
enough to understand, is comforting 
to us. Another person’s gentle 
acknowledgement of how ‘bloody awful’ 
it is can so often be all it takes for two 
people to be able to work out what 
can be done. This is what we mean by 
‘holding’ – it is one person’s sensitive 
response to another’s frustrations, 
exhaustion, uncertainties or anxieties. 
It’s like putting all our hurt and rage, all 
our worries, in a big basket and leaving 
them there until we can come back when 
we are calmer, when we are ready. Then, 
and only then, can we unpack them, 
understand them, and deal with them 
effectively.

In parenting manuals, we read that, 
as parents, we need to ‘contain’ our 
feelings. By containing our feelings 
appropriately we ensure that our 
emotions don’t get the better of us, 
and in turn, that we are not blinded or 
distracted by our emotions. However, 
meeting the needs of an infant, young 
child, or adolescent, responding 
sensitively and appropriately to our 

As parents, we can all feel ‘hopeless’ at some point; 
psychologist CHERYL CLARK looks at ways to make it 
through these times of stress

“NO!  Turn that off NOW.  Don’t ask me again, just get in the bath”
“You said I could ...  I just …”
“For Christ’s sake, I will take that thing and throw it through the bloody window.” 
“No, no; don’t touch it. It’s mine. I’m still in my time for it. Get away from me.  
I hate you.”
Door slams. 
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Mansfield: 
105-111 High Street 
Phone: 03 5775 3170 Fax: 03 5775 3081 

Yea: 
82 High Street 
Phone: 03 5797 2434 Fax: 03 5797 2973  

alexandra: 
81 Grant Street 
Phone: 03 5772 2711  Fax: 03 5772 2733

Email: admin@henrypartners.com.au

HENRY PARTNERS           
◊  Taxation Preparation & Taxation Planning

◊  Accounting Compliance & Management 

◊  Self Managed Superannuation Funds & Compliance 

◊  Business Advice & Consulting

◊  GST Compliance & BAS Preparation 

◊  Succession Planning

◊  Corporate Secretarial Service

◊  Accounting Software Support & Advice

Chartered
Accountants

child and understanding what they are 
trying to communicate, is very difficult. 
It is something that can be full of 
uncertainty and anxiety about getting 
it right. It requires of the parent the 
capacity to tolerate their own feelings. 
Being able to cope with our own 
intense feelings, to be able to tolerate a 
considerable degree of uncertainty and 
anxiety, is what we mean by ‘containing’ 
our feelings.  And, at those times when 
our emotions do threaten to overwhelm 
us, we need someone who can contain 
or hold our feelings for us.

As parents, we need to care for our 
own ability to manage and regulate our 
own emotions. To do this we need to 
find the time or space for reflection, 
for thinking about ourselves, ourselves 
as parents, as partners with lots of 
different, and sometimes conflicting 
needs and wishes. In addition, it is 
always an added benefit if we can talk 
about this with someone we trust.  In 
fact, when it starts to feel messy, talking 
with a partner or friend whom we trust 
is probably the best way of dealing with 
what can seem like the chaos of our 
needs, wishes, and responsibilities.

Despite our sincere efforts and 
considered intentions, there are times 
when, as parents, we feel stressed, or 
overwhelmed and unsupported. Often 

such times occur when children are 
increasingly irritable (perhaps because 
they are unwell, not coping well at 
school), when there is strain in the 
marital relationship, or when nothing 
seems to work between ourselves and 
our adolescent.  These are the times 
when we need the support of another, 
someone who can ‘hold’ our feelings, 
listen to how we feel, someone who can 
help us work through the difficulties. 
This person can be our partner, parent, 
good friend, or perhaps a professional.  

Importantly, we need to remember 
that the person doing the caring needs 
to be cared for. When it’s mum caring 
for her infant, for example, her partner 
or her parent or a good friend needs to 
care for her. If, let’s say, it’s her partner, 
then someone needs to care for him, 
perhaps his good friend or his parents. 
In turn, grandparents have their network 
of peer support, and friends too have 
their social networks to support them. 

In other words, each layer of support 
needs support. The image of ‘Russian 
dolls’ comes to mind here – as the 
child is cared for and supported by the 
mother, the mother is cared for and 
supported by the father; the father 
is supported by his parent or good 
friends, the grandparents and friend 
are supported by their peer group 

of grandparents or social network of 
friends.

Having someone whom we know 
will be there on a regular basis, whom 
we can trust to listen to us, to respond, 
and who will try, together with us, to 
understand is the sort of support that a 
young parent needs.  Further, it is not 
just during these years with children at 
home. 

A close, confiding relationship 
with someone is invaluable support 
throughout our lives. Being able to share 
with someone we trust our hopes and 
wishes, as well as our innermost fears 
is a huge benefit to children and adults 
alike.  A close, confiding relationship, 
and remember, it does not have to 
remain the same person, is a powerful 
protective factor against stress in adults 
of all ages, as well as for children and 
adolescents.

Parents need someone with whom 
they can talk about what would help 
overcome a problem next time, how 
to do something differently, how to 
ensure one’s expectations and hopes 
are realistic. They need someone who 
will recognise and acknowledge their 
difficulties, support them in honing their 
skills, and with whom they can celebrate 
their efforts.  NNE

“Despite our sincere efforts and considered 
intentions, there are times when, as 
parents, we feel stressed, or overwhelmed 
and unsupported”
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O
f late I have experienced 
some blonde moments 
(more than usual), where I 
have showed up for work 
meetings on the wrong 
day, month and time, or 

not at all! I wander into rooms at home and 
arrive at my destination feeling perplexed, 
as I had totally forgotten why I was there. 

Even in the car, I can sometimes arrive 
home wondering how I got there, as 
some parts of the journey, are a total blur. 
As I type this, I realise my confessions 
seem ditzy, dumb and even downright 
dangerous! But, I have a sneaky suspicion 
this is not entirely my fault. I think (with 
what is still working) my brain might be 
sometimes on pause with the dreaded 
menopause!

LOUISE MUNRO writes 
of battling the hormones 
as she faces up to the 
inevitable menopause

I recall the days of my youth, when 
experiencing similar feelings; whilst I was a 
teenager experiencing mood swings with 
hormonal highs and lows and in my late 
20’s and early 30’s being pregnant. So, I 
have calculated with my current fuzzy brain 
that my state of mind is being interfered 
with by hormones. Do I get angry, sad, 
or just continue to struggle, make the 
occasional fool of myself and soldier on? 

Now, family and close friends may 
argue that I have always been a little 
vague. This I admit to being true, but in my 
defence being vague doesn’t make you a 
dill; just possibly elusive, even (hopefully) 
interesting. The old boy will vouch that 
living with me, life is never dull. He has 
been known to steal a quote, “Life is like 
a box of chocolates, living with Lou…you 

never know what you’re gunna get!” Well, 
I take this statement as a back handed 
compliment, I think – or, then again, don’t 
think. 

But more recently my vagueness has 
sadly gone into overdrive. We have all 
heard of baby brain, where a woman when 
pregnant does absent-minded things; 
like placing the kettle in the fridge and the 
milk carton on the hot plate. Yep, I did all 
that and more all those years ago, but I 
had a growing belly that I could blame. 
Now, I only have ageing to blame for these 
random acts of dumbness. Now, I am sad; 
pass the Kleenex please. 

I am not usually one for complaining 
about belonging to the fairer sex, as most 
of the time I feel blessed to have been 
born a woman, not a bloke. But it seems 

Brain on 
Pause

u
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“It seems all terribly unfair that 
the female race over different 
periods of their lives have to 
experience hormonal brain fade 
and other symptoms”

all terribly unfair that the female race over 
different periods of their lives have to 
experience hormonal brain fade and other 
symptoms.  

Talking about other symptoms, well 
these make life a little uncomfortable and 
can leave one feeling frustrated, worn out 
and a little hot under the collar… literally. I 
have hot feet and hands that seem hotter 
at night, but maybe everything is just 
worse at night, but let’s not go there, shall 
we.

I find myself laying in bed at night, when 
sleep won’t come (insomnia is another 
symptom); I have visions of inventing a 
doona that has four holes, sounds kinky 
perhaps, but believe me I am being 
practical! I want this doona to have two 
slits in the top area for my hands to 
escape and another two down the end, for 
my feet to discover the beautiful crisp, cool 

air. This technique will enable the trunk of 
my body to be warm and my extremities 
cool. Brilliant I know! 

This would be a better option than 
positioning myself on the edge of our bed 
with my feet out dangling and hands up 
above the pillow. I have resorted to using 
my foot spa at times, full of cold water and 
ice cubes when sleep won’t come. Not 
surprisingly the ice melts and the water 
becomes warm quite quickly, but this does 
bring relief and eventually sleep. Are you 
feeling my pain?

I tell the old boy to not take it personally, 
but cuddles in bed are now out of the 
question. His body feels like a heater 
permanently set on high, when he 
approaches me with outstretched arms 
I begin to hyperventilate, screaming “no, 
no!”

On the upside, I no longer feel the 
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CUSTOMER LOYALTY POINTS
It’s easy to collect points and reap your rewards.

COMMUNITY REWARD CHARITY POINTS  Select your preferred
charity from our 2013 list to receive your points.

FUEL DEALS Bring in your local fuel receipt and with purchases over $30
with us, \ we will reimburse you 4c a litre. (Up to 80 litres)

family owned supermarket for 60 years
customer service the way it should be

OPEN  8am-8pm  7 days    47-51 High Street, Mansfield 
PHONE 03 5775 2014      FAX 03 5775 1409     EMAIL marksiga@optusnet.com.au

MARKS

Parking at rear - we carry to your car  |  Free town delivery - phone/fax or email your order 
Servicing Mt Buller daily  |  Seniors’ discount Tuesdays

BURTONS Euroa

75 Binney St Euroa  Phone 5795 2004

MARKS

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Fri 8:30 - 6:00  

Sat 8:30 - 12:30  
Sun 9:00 - 1:00

• Fully stocked deli • Experienced friendly staff
• Serving the Euroa community for over 80 years • Free home delivery

• Mens & ladies clothing • Manchester • Hardware • Butchers • Delicatessen
• Fruit & Veg • Automotive • Baby & Kids • Clothing & Accessories

• Groceries • Health & Beauty • Homewares • Offers & Savings

cold like I used to. The days when my 
feet and hands were little ice blocks are a 
distant memory, I used to prepare for bed 
in winters gone by wearing flannel PJs, 
bed socks and the electric blanket on the 
highest setting. This thought now makes 
me feel nauseous. Now for sleep attire, in 
the middle of winter I wear the thinnest, 
summer nightie I can find, or to the old 
boy’s delight; nothing … but, refer to the 
previous paragraph! 

The old boy has spent years cutting 
wood for our very effective free-standing, 
wood heater, and I have happily burnt 
truck loads of it. I am now perfectly 
content to sit on our couch not watching 
flames lick the glass front. Our boys are 
also pleased to no longer visit or live in a 
hot house. The middle son, still at home is 
actually wearing winter clothes around the 
house, no longer shorts and a singlet.

But, what strategies am I utilising to 
assist me with my newfound extraordinary 
forgetfulness. Well, I have a diary (the old 
fashioned kind where I actually write in 
it). I also use my calendar and notes in 
my mobile (if I use a combination of old 
fashioned methods and technology, surely 
I can’t go wrong), but still I have been 
known to show up on the wrong day or 
time. Fortunately, sometimes I get it right 
and actually remember where, when and 
why I am supposed to be there.

The old boy did say though that I don’t 
seem to forget my social commitments. 
Well, this may be so, but I do have good 
friends who remind me I am supposed 
to be there. Now, this I will take as 
a compliment. It means my friends 
possibly enjoy my company; even if I do 
momentarily forget the punch line at the 
end of telling a joke.  NNE

No menopausal brains were 
harmed in the writing of this 
article, just an old girl grateful she 
lives in a remote country area 
and not offending neighbours by 
occasionally enjoying the cold, 
winters night air – alone!     
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Something old, something new, something borrowed and 
something blue all became very fitting mantras for bride 
Zoe Stephens and groom Jock Blakeney.  

Choosing Holmesglen at Eildon as their reception venue 
quickly the ticked the nearly new box, while electing to officiate their 
union at St Johns Anglican in Alexandra ticked the borrowed and the 
classic cars – a Ford GT 351 and a restored Mercedes – ticked the old.  
The bride’s stunning sapphire engagement ring took care of the blue 
along with the beautiful blue sky for their March wedding.

With Jock growing up locally and the couple settling locally, there 
was no question that a local wedding with all the trimmings was in 
order. Mix in a vintage country rustic feel and the bonbonniere of 
hessian tied herbs provided the final bespoke detail in the day.  

Maid of Honour was Edwina Hill with the bride’s sisters Emma and 
Georgia Stephens as bridesmaids. The best man was Campbell Price 
backed up by groomsmen Chris Mullins and David Bourke. Family 
came into play with the flower girls and page boys all being nieces 
and nephews of the bride and groom. They were Chloe 6, Amelia and 
Georgia 5, William 5, Jack 3 and Charlie 1. 

Alexandra’s Mandy Valsinger supplied the beautiful cake and 
entertainment at the wedding was provided by friend Scott Leslie on 
his acoustic guitar. Local beautician Christie Snow, hairdresser Dahra 
Chaproniere and florist Nici Thompson assisted Zoe with final beauty 
and floral preparations as did all the staff of Holmesglen. The new 
Mrs Blakeney had one piece of advice for future brides – take the 
time to enjoy the day because it flies by in a blur of lace, flowers and 
champagne bubbles all too quickly. NNE

Ticking all 
the boxes

Pictures courtesy: 
Emma Rushwood Photography

Zoe
Jock&
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Yarck
Cottagewww.yarckcottage.com

1 Wrights Road, Yarck  Victoria
Phone: Sonja 0409 004 887 or Andrew 0408 599 677

B&B. Overnight & Holiday Accommodation

Join us for one of our seasonal functions 

Christmas in July 

Saturday 19th July 2014 
$65 per adult - 4 course dinner

6 Course Degustation 
Dinner 

Saturday 18th October 2014 
$110 per person - with a local wine 
matched to each course

 
 

Bookings & Enquiries
T:  03 5774 2631 
E:  eildon@holmesglen.edu.au 
www.holmesglen.edu.au/eildon

92 Moore Road Eildon 
Mailing address: PO Box 9 Eildon VIC 3713

With one of Victoria’s most stunning and beautiful landscapes 
as a backdrop, Holmesglen at Eildon is the perfect venue for 
your wedding day.  Our function rooms, decks and gardens 
provide you with choice, so whether your day will be an 
intimate ceremony, relaxed cocktail party or a fully-seated 
formal event we have a space to suit.

Our Executive Chef Janet Freeman and Front of House 
Supervisor Corey Dewhurst work very closely with you to 
ensure you, and your guests, have a truly amazing day.

Our menus are tailor made to suit and we feature the finest 
local gourmet products from the Upper Goulburn Valley, 
including our own farmed Angus Beef.

We offer modern, beautifully presented accommodation for 
up to 100 guests and our Homestead is a unique option for 
your immediate family and/or bridal party, featuring 
8 bedrooms with a maximum occupancy of 16 guests.

We invite you to come and have a look around or to truly 
experience all that our venue has to offer why not join us for 
one of our upcoming seasonal functions.

“The staff’s professionalism and 
regular communication ensured a 
personalised reception with amazing 
food and beverage service. 

The actual food was first class and 
the venue itself is just so picturesque, 
nestled in the hills, with views all 
around from the balcony. 

Thank you Holmesglen for making 
our day (and our guests’ day) so 
memorable!”   - Mel & Jim

Picture perfect location 
for your wedding day.

YOUR   HOSTS
CARMEL and BRIAN  DIXON
Invite you to a gourmet stay at

JAMIESON B and B 
38 Nash Street, JAMIESON

t   (03) 5777 0601
m 0400 570 600
e    brian@lifebeinit.org

www.jamiesonbandb.com.auJ
fall in love

with your wedding stationery
We can create the entire suite - invitations, RSVPs, menus, 
place cards, save the date and thank you cards
Bring us your ideas or let us design something spectacular!
Free printing quotes - we specialise in raised print!

P: 5779 1290
5 | 20 Highett St, Mansfield 3722
creative@northbynortheast.com.au

From the team who 
produce this magazine

Quality Holiday Rental

Booking Service

Property Management

www.facebook.com/brightholidayaccommodation

20 Ireland St, Bright VIC 3741
T: (03) 5750 1305

E: stay@brightholidays.com.au

www.brightholidays.com.au

For a great range of holiday homes in 
beautiful Bright & surrounds...
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BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS, WEDDINGS & EVENTS.

12 HIGH STREET MANSFIELD
WWW.ALPINEBLOOMS.COM.AU

LISA MARONEY - QUALIFIED FLORIST

EST 1984.

PHOTO SUPPLIED BY BOSS PHOTOGRAPHY

P: 5779 1222
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Andrea Dolling
Hair Styling

0418 429 008

T his summer wedding had all the elements: a little bit city, a little bit country and a 
whole lot of romance.  Winery Maygars Hill in Longwood as the reception venue 
certainly gave the bride and groom – Paula Ngov and Tim Burton – all the flexibility 
to combine these elements in an edgy romantic wedding with their personalities 
firmly stamped all over it.  

Tim had grown up in Euroa so the area was the obvious choice for the couple’s big 
day last December. Prior to the reception, the ceremony was staged in a private country 
garden in Euroa officiated by city based celebrant Kate Haley with transport for the bridal 
party bridesmaids Amanda Ngov, Shennae Searle, Selima Webb, groomsmen Glen Burton 
(brother), Andrew Tampion, Anthony Fernon, and tiny helpers Tim, Bethan and Harrison 
aboard the couple’s black and white Nissan Navaras, the perfect city country ride.  

Local caterer Lyn Smith assured the 95 guests were treated to an excellent sample of 
local produce all accompanied by local wines, with Blooms on Bridge in Benalla creating a 
spectacular floral display.

The brides’ sisters, Annette and Dora Ngov, both pregnant at the time, helped where they 
could, whilst some of the brides’ friends Lanie Phelps and Mark Thompson brought more than 
gifts by tending to the bride’s hair and makeup. 

After the wedding, Paula and Tim headed off to New Caledonia for their honeymoon. NNE

Euroa & Longwood 
before New Caledonia

Pictures courtesy: Tom Blachford and Kate Ballis of Raspberry Robot

Paula
+

Tim
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A great time to plant

“The progress of settlement has necessarily involved the destruction 
of an immense quantity of timber, and as our own experience has 
clearly proved that rainfall conditions are largely affected by tree 
cover, it may be accepted that the one cannot be removed without 
prejudice to the other. Many predictions of ultimate disaster from 
the clearing of our timbered lands have been uttered, but, without 
accepting these, it may be asserted that nothing but good can result 
from generous tree propagation”  

A plea for tree planting from the Victorian Surveyor-General, 1906

As well as being a botanical garden, the Euroa Arboretum has a 
motto: Growing back the Bush. One of its main objectives is to 
provide seed for revegetation work. CASS JASPER spoke with the 
Arboretum’s Project Manager Cathy Olive 

Wet and cold: 
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  for your animals
• Food For all your pets
• oakbank’s own specialty Feeds
• horse Feeds
• bird seeds
• stock Feeds and licks
• grains  From 1 kg to 1000kg
• mineral supplements
• drenches & worming pastes
• Veterinary supplements
• lucerne, oaten, cloVer & pasture hay
• large round bales oF pasture hay
• horse shoes & nails

  misc
• swimming pool salt
• mower, car & 4wd batteries
• electric Fence supplies
• plus much more
                                   

  for your garden
• sugar cane mulch
• straw
• pea & cereal straw
• potting mixes
• blood and bone
• organic Fertilizer

 for you
• Free range eggs
• laucke bread mixes
• scone mixes
• bakers Flour
• wholemeal & rye Flour

& FARM SUPPLIES
located 1 km out of town 100mts past the Jamieson rd turn off 

For more inFormation  
call in or giVe Justin a ring on  

5775 1710

for your animals
• Food For all your pets 
• oakbank specialty Feeds 
• horse Feeds 
• bird seeds 
• Eukanuba Dog Food
• Iams cat food
• stock Feeds and licks 
• grains From 1 kg to 1000kg 
• mineral supplements 
• drenches & worming pastes 
• Veterinary supplements 
• lucerne, oaten, cloVer Hay 
• pasture hay 
• large round bales oF  
  pasture hay 
• horse shoes & nails

Located 1 Km out of Mansfield on the Mt Buller Rd, 
100mts past the Jamieson Rd turn off

MISc
• swimming pool salt 
• mower, car & 4wd batteries 
• electric Fence supplies
• Brickettes 
• plus much more

for your garden
• sugar cane mulch 
• straw
• Gypsum 
• pea & cereal straw 
• potting mixes
• blood and bone
• Cow Manure 
• Rose Food
• organic Fertilizer

for you
• Free range eggs 
• laucke bread mixes 
• scone mixes 
• bakers Flour 
• wholemeal & rye Flour

For more inFormation 
call in or giVe Justin  

a ring on 

(03) 5775 1710

 

103 Grant St Alexandra  Ph: 5772 2536  Fax: 5772 2542

For the perfect gift 
that keeps on giving

Alexandra Garden Centre is always stocked 
with exceptionally good quality plants, at very 

reasonable prices. 
 We offer free and accurate advice on all our plants. 

And if you can’t find what you need in stock 
– ask us and we can get it for you.

Alexandra Garden Centre also stocks a large 
variety of potting mixes, manures, composts 

and sugar cane mulch.
We also have a great selection of Giftware ideas 

for all occasions, including wall art, candles, water 
features, garden furniture, ornaments and a large 

variety of pots outdoors or indoors – and if you can’t 
find that perfect gift we also have gift vouchers.

We have something 
for everyone.

ALEXANDRA  
GARDEN CENTRE

It’s winter, it’s cold, daylight is limited and there is mud 
everywhere and if it isn’t raining it’s snowing, but it’s 
the perfect time to plant trees. 

In our North-East region of Victoria we are subject 
to the huge variations in the seasons, we ski in winter, bush 
walk in autumn and spring and partake of a myriad of water 
sports in summer. 

By having such strong seasonal weather, it can be 
very tricky as to planting trees especially when the trees 
are being planted outside of the controlled areas of our 
household gardens.

There is no assurance of rain in spring and autumn and 
dry, arid, hot summers can follow and water is essential for 
planting. 

Taking advantage of the cooler temperature and the 
greater chance of rainfall can help ensure success when 
planting trees. 

Project Manager at Euroa’s Arboretum Cathy Olive is 
always happy to pass on some of her extensive knowledge 
and experience in planting and revegetation in our region 
during winter.

“The reason why we plant in winter is to ensure that there 
are adequate moisture conditions for plants and to avoid 
heat stressing the plants. The normal rule of thumb to know 
when it is best to plant that we apply is if you can put a 
shovel into the ground to its full depth, then you can start 
planting. 

“Dormancy during the cooler months generally works in 
a plant’s favour by providing the plant with the opportunity 
to stall its growth and not feel shocked. The plant can then 
just sit in the moist soil and wait until the ground warms 
up and switches the plants to grow, knowing that there is 
adequate moisture.

“Plants can become stressed when the soil starts to dry 
out rather than just warm up, and outside of winter there is 
a greater risk to the ground drying out. 

“Once you have the right conditions, roots take off,” she 
says. 

“A concern for our region is frost; a mild frost of no more 
than -2°C is usually not a problem for newly planted trees 
though a hard frost can knock a plant about. “For areas that 
are known as frost hollows or are subject to hard frosts, it 
is best to plant in September. For most of the other areas in 

Cathy Olive 



Planet Ark holds its major 
planting days in July and late in 
the month, we can take part in 
the country’s largest community 
tree planting and nature care 
event – National Tree Planting Day 
on Sunday, July 27 with Friday, 
July 25 set aside as National Tree 
Planting Day for Schools.  

Organisers of National Tree 
Planting Day are still seeking 
people to help make National 
Tree Planting Day happen. They 
require coordinators to organise 
community groups to plant their 
hearts out and generally have 
fun along the way.  Check out: 
www.treeday.planetark.org or 
the Euroa Arboretum site: www.
euroaarboretum.wordpress.com

New volunteers are especially 
welcome.  

Anyone interested in visiting the 
Arboretum or knowing a little more 
is invited to contact Cathy Olive 
on 0429 127 399. 
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BUXTON NURSERY
Nursery open everyday

2600 Maroondah Hwy Buxton Vic (4kms from Buxton)    Ph 03 5774 7345  

Deliveries Available

the region, planting in winter is ideal. 
Cathy says, “Guaranteeing soil 

moisture is the main basis for tree 
planting in winter; it is a great time to 
plant and plant pretty much any tree. 
It enables plants to become established 
particularly when planting outside of a 
controlled garden situation.

“Establishing trees on a steep slope 
is best done in late May, June and July 
as these areas are subject to such harsh 
conditions as they are often the first 
soils to dry out.

“It pays to be mindful of flooding 
when planting along creeks and rivers. 
There is really no guarantee during any 
season of the year as flooding can and 
does occur at any time. It is always a 
juggle, planting on a creek, but the best 
advice is if you are planting right on the 
edge of a creek, plant in October when 
water levels generally recede. 

“The guards used to protect newly 
planted trees are very important to the 
plants and increases their chance of 
survival. Guards around the plants can 
create a warm, moist micro-climate and 

they protect the plant from grazing. 
Be mindful of what type of material 
the guard is made from; cardboard will 
break down and always make sure that 
the guards are well staked in the ground 
to brace against animals bumping them.

“Weed control is paramount before 
you plant; it can make or break any 
planting.  Perennial grasses and shrubs 
with good deep roots will compete with 
the new plantings; in some cases the 
competing plant can have a root system 
at least a metre deep. 

“My advice if you are planning to 
do large scale plantings, is to organise 
yourself at least six to 12 months 
in advance and order your plants in 
October or November for planting the 
following winter. At the Arboretum 
this enables us to collect the seed and 
propagate the seedlings. The Arboretum 
offers help with project planning.”

Looks like that over the next months 
it is a matter of kitting ourselves out 
with rain-coats,  gumboots and gloves 
so we can get out there and plant those 
trees. NNE
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Open for the community - three new entry 
points secure your access to Australia’s most 
authentic, managed wetland environment.

Our new Greens Hill track is a great Winter walk.
See magnificent Greens Swamp at its best, then visit the old 
homestead site while enjoying the amazing birdlife 
and stunning views along the track.
Experience the vastness of this 
ancient landscape from Greens Hill.
Bring a picnic lunch to 
enjoy in our new visitor 
shelter.

To find out more about this 
exciting project or to arrange a 
visit for a group or club go to 
www.wintonwetlands.org.au 

or call us on 5762 1192

The complete agricultural service 

Fox Ag will help you to maximise production on your farm, 
be it large or small, and increase your profits. 
 

We  can custom blend your fertiliser 
to suit every farmers requirements.

Our agronomic service provides accurate 
information to enable you to improve your property. 

Personal pasture plan and soil test 
analysis done to get you started.

The latest equipment is available for sowing 
seed, baling hay, spraying weeds and spreading fertiliser.

Glenn Fox 
0418 763 198
Peter Howie 
0409 383 529 

Fox Ag MERTON
744 Maroondah Hwy 
Ph     03 5778 7490    
Fax   03 5778 7493
E: foxag@foxag.com.au

Fox Ag SHEPPARTON
Ph   03 5831 4700

www.foxag.com.au

Servicing Mansfield, Murrindindi and Strathbogie areas

With the best team of experts, 
machinery and product for the job. 



NNEANIMALS

JUNE/JULY 2014  60

Quote Faciisci aectest, 
cone omnimi, sae post, 

sus. quatur, asimi,

Quote Faciisci aectest, 
cone omnimi, sae post, 

sus. quatur, asimi,

NNEPEOPLE

The Harry and Claire Friday Foundation is a dynamic, philanthropic foundation that is committed to 
investing in infrastructure projects for Mansfield District Hospital, Bindaree Aged Care Hostel, 
Buckland House, Mansfield Autism Services, Yooralla Mansfield Campus, Beolite Village and 
Ambulance Victoria (Mansfield).

For information regarding making a tax deductlble donation phone 03 57775713 
visit the website or email: www.fridayfoundation.com.au • info@fridayfoundation.com.au

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUPPORT HEALTH IN THE MANSFIELD COMMUNITY? 
CONSIDER MAKING A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO THE FRIDAY FOUNDATION

Looking after your 

They might be small, but bacteria and other organisms can be very useful 
friends. Alexandra veterinarian Dr DOUG NORMAN looks at the role they 
play with animals, plants and ourselves

From the early days of evolution, 
man has been exposed to 
microbes. There is a constant 
interaction with some proving 

damaging to health while other microbes 
are essential for life. It is this balance 
that has enabled humans to live and 
survive for so long. The vast majority of 
bacteria is rendered harmless either by 
the immune system or the pathogenic 

bacteria are controlled by the numbers 
of friendly bacteria found on and in the 
body – the normal flora. The relationship 
between microorganisms and humans is 
a delicate and complex one.

Bacteria 
By far the largest group that 

affects human life is bacteria. One of 
their greatest roles is in the field of 

agriculture, a process involving the 
Nitrogen cycle.  This gas makes up 78 
per cent of the atmosphere and is an 
important element of all living matter. It 
is an essential part of amino acids which 
are the building blocks of proteins, 
essential for structural growth. Nitrogen 
cannot be absorbed by plants and 
animals, but it is fixed by special bacteria 
that can incorporate it into the food 
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FOR ALL YOUR RURAL MERCHANDISE SUPPLIES
Full Range of Fencing Materials | Pet and Livestock Feed - Drenches | Ag Chemicals  

Country Clothing | Clearing Sales | Livestock Sales | Wool | Insurance

54 Grant St, Alexandra 5772 3110  andrew.embling@landmark.com.au
Andrew Embling 0418 266 038 | Livestock    Ayden Embling 0427 924 944 | Livestock    Trish Embling 0447 266 038 | Merchandise

Your Locally Owned Rural Store

EMBLING

chains. This process also occurs in the 
rhizomes of legumes as they grow.

Decomposition is another process 
that is so important to life on this planet. 
The process involves the action of 
bacteria, fungi, moulds, protozoa and 
other saprophytic organisms to feed on 
decaying organic materials – a process 
known as composting. This process 
is aided by earthworms and insects to 
scatter the decaying material. The new 
compost provides nutrients for growing 
plants to maintain the cycle of life. 
These organisms are essential in the 
purification processes that treat sewage 
and waste water. Bioremediation is the 
use of living organisms for cleaning up 
oil spills and water pollutants. This is 

in recombinant DNA technology and 
genetic engineering.   In human and 
veterinary medicine, it is the very 
bacteria and viruses that cause disease 
that become the base for production 
of vaccines to ultimately prevent these 
diseases.

Microflora
Human and animal digestive systems 

contain billions of bacteria and other 
microflora. The right balance of 
beneficial microorganisms is essential 
for good health and nutrition uptake. 
Imbalances can cause an overgrowth of 
unwanted organisms resulting in bloat 
diarrhoea and poor digestion. 

The ruminant digestive system 

microbes

a similar process to sewage treatment 
and relies on a process based on bio-
filtration.

Microbes are a key component of food 
production; lactic-acid bacteria are used 
to make cheese, vinegar, yoghurt sour 
cream and fermented milk products. I 
recall that while studying at La Trobe Uni 
in the Microbiology course, every Friday  
afternoon was put aside to study the uses 
of microorganisms – beer, wine, cheese, 
salami, pickled onions to name a few. A 
good way to end the week! 

Bacteria have a key role in the 
production of antibiotics and vaccines, 
as well as being the most studied 
organism in research and biotechnology. 
Microorganisms play a central role 
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Picture: Dr DOUG NORMAN

is more complex and has four 
compartments instead of one stomach. 
Animals with ruminant systems are 
the grass-eating variety and include 
cattle, sheep and goats.  As hay and 
grass fibre is the predominant source 
of food this enters the rumen and 
undergoes a process of fermentation to 
assist breakdown of the fibre. Changes 
to the type of food can have drastic 
consequences. 

While working in Colac in dairy 
practice, I came across a farmer that 
fed their pet cow some left-over bakery 
items – usually bread or rolls. On this 
day there were a number of pies not 
sold and these were promptly given to 
their pet jersey cow. Not a good idea; 
within hours, due to rapid fermentation 
of the pies, lactic acid was released that 
sterilised the rumen and killed of the 
microorganisms. As the rumen failed 
to mix, bloat set in. An emergency 
rumenotomy was performed and the 
offending rumenal contents removed. 
To try and reinstate normal microflora, 
a cud transfer was performed. The 
cud was the left over fibre that had not 
been digested in the rumen and was 
returned to the mouth by a process of 
regurgitation to be chewed over again. 
To collect a fresh cud, the best approach 
was to enter the holding yard for the 

dairy and watch for the bolus of cud 
to pass from the rumen and travel up 
the neck into the mouth. Once seen, a 
quick knee in to the abdomen caught 
the cow by surprise and with a cough 
the cud was expelled on to the ground. 
Once obtained, it could be replaced in 
the rumen to help recovery. Nowadays 
you can buy a probiotic that contain 
Lactobacillus and bifidobacteria for easy 
use. Faecal transfers are also being used 
in both human and animal patients to re-
colonise the gut with beneficial bacteria.

Fungi
A very diverse group of organisms, 

fungi live by decomposing and 
absorbing the organic material in which 
they grow. Mycorrhizal fungi colonise 
the roots of plants where they absorb 
moisture and carbohydrates from the 
plant. In turn they supply nutrients 
from the soil, making it easier for the 
plant to absorb essential nutrients. This 
symbiotic relationship is one of the most 
important on the planet and involves 
more than 90 per cent of plants. The 
group includes mushrooms, moulds, 
rusts and yeasts. Most antibiotics used 
today were found originally in fungi; 
Penicillin being one of the first, but 
many more followed. Yeasts are vital to 
bread making and the manufacture of 

beer and other fermented products.

Nematodes/cestodes
In recent years scientists have 

discovered that certain parasites have 
the ability to change the immune system 
of their host. This ability has arisen over 
countless generations of infestation and 
is seen predominately in the increase 
of allergies, auto-immune disease and 
multiple sclerosis in Western countries 
where intestinal parasitism is controlled. 
If compared to Third World countries 
where parasitism is common, the 
incidence of allergies and auto-immune 
condition is low. 

One of the pioneers of this work, 
gastroenterologist Joel Weinstock 
from Tufts University had a theory 
that intestinal worms, in particular 
hookworm, had a calming effect on the 
immune system in the gut. According to 
his theory, the human immune system 
throughout history has been fighting 
intestinal parasitism. When no parasites 
exist, there is a greater chance the 
immune system may turn on itself and 
create the auto-immune disease or 
inflammatory bowel diseases we know 
as Crohns Disease, Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome and others. A recent TV show 
highlighted this treatment. People with 
gluten intolerance were infected with 
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several hookworm larvae and over the 
next few months found they could eat 
a greater range of gluten containing 
foods. Unfortunately this treatment is 
banned in the USA by the Food and 
Drug Agency and treatment clinics have 
sprung up in Mexico and other countries 
with less regulation. 

Hookworms are blood suckers and 
live in the gut feeding on blood. It 
is thought that their saliva may hold 
the key by secreting certain proteins 
that can change the immune system 
so these parasites can survive. For 
years tapeworms were believed to be 
beneficial to the body and cause no 
harm. Their role was thought to be one 
of filtration and removed toxins from the 
gut to help their host. 

A parasitologist lecturer who taught 
us at university held similar views. To 
test his theory he ate several tapeworm 
eggs and then travelled overseas to third 
world countries. 

He ate in all the markets and street 
stalls and not once developed any 
gastrointestinal illness. On returning 
home he took a deworming tablet, but 
felt guilty of killing a friend!

Invertebrates
One of the longest beneficial uses 

of parasites has been since ancient 
Egypt where physicians used leeches 
in the pursuit of medicine. The process 
of bloodletting was thought to remove 
‘humors’ from the body to maintain a 
balance for healthy life. Today leeches 
are used in plastic surgery to improve 
blood flow to severed fingers that 
have been re-attached. They are also 
used in some circulation disorders 
and application in skin grafts to help 
new circulation. As the leeches drew 
blood, they injected an anti-coagulant to 
prevent clotting, this helped to maintain 
circulation.

Insects
This is the largest and most diverse 

bio-group on the planet and it has been 
said that they may well be the only 
group to survive into the future. Without 
them our planet would not survive as 
we know it. Their role in decomposition 
of organic matter provides nutrients 
for new plant growth and their role as a 
food source for other birds, animals and 
especially humans is equally important. 

Due to concerns of worldwide food 
shortage, the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the UN recognises the 
food value of insects and that one third 
of the global population will eat them.

One of the most important benefits 
for insects is in the process of 
pollination where bees and other insects 
gathering nectar, will cross pollinate 
with the pollens gathered on their body. 
Many crops have failed due to the lack 
of pollinators. A side benefit of this 
process is the production of honey.
There are many more examples of 
the benefits that microorganisms and 
insects provide. The relationship that 
microbes have had with humans over 
the years may have been underestimated 
as a stimulus for our immune system in 
overall health. 

The preoccupation with cleaners, skin 
sanitisers and the tendency of children 
to play outside in the dirt may not 
allow natural exposure and immunity to 
develop. As Dr James Herriot from ‘All 
Creatures Great and Small’ once said, 
the healthiest kid on the block was the 
son of the abattoirs owner. NNE

“The right balance of 
beneficial microorganisms 
is essential for good health 

and nutrition uptake”



A new local 
producer always 
rates a mention, but 
the story behind 
the Strathbogie 
Brewing Company 
is as refreshing, 
wholesome and 
delightful as the 
beer they produce. 
COLLETTE GEIER 
reports
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24 Kidston Parade, Mansfield   Club House: 5775 2628   Pro Shop: 5775 1218   

•  18 hole golf course, grass greens and a fully 
automatic watering system with an abundance of 
reclaimed water available year round

• Green fees from $20

• Club and cart hire available

• Pro shop and practice facilities

• An award winning family friendly restaurant

•  Modern clubhouse, bar, restaurant and members 
lounge open seven days a week - spectacular views 
overlooking the golf course and Victorian Alps

• Children’s play area, play stations

• Outside decked area for al fresco dining

Picture yourself here...

www.mansfieldgolfclub.com.au

Standing on the 16th tee... what a great way to spend an afternoon

Something’s 
   in Strathbogie

brewing
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As of March this year, there’s 
a new kid in town at the 
Euroa Farmers’ Market and 
it’s certainly setting tongues 

wagging.
Dave and Sandy Joyce of Strathbogie 

dreamed for years of building their own 
brewery, but licensing and planning 
restrictions made it virtually impossible.

They researched other boutique 
produce such as mushrooms or cheese, 
but after a decade of patience and 
toil (and a restructure of government 
regulations) their dream of a brewery is 
now a reality and they are able to share 
their passion with the wider community.

Walking by the market stall, it would 
be easy to assume Dave and Sandy 
have been selling beer for years; the 
couple’s meticulous attention to detail 
is illustrated in every part of their 
operation. Labels are hand-printed 
directly on the flip-top bottles in the 
brewery and even the beautiful wooden 
crates are handmade using peppermint 
gum hewn from local wind-fell trees.

The logo adorning each bottle is as 
bespoke as the beer itself. Take a close 
look and you’ll see every ingredient in 
pictogram form right down to the water 
and the yeast.
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Contact Bill Baxter  0417 154 229

PRE-ORDER AND BUY YOUR
INDIVIDUALLY NUMBERED
BOTTLE OF 2014 VINTAGE
EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL

6 Curlings Rd Hazeldene 3658
(t) 5780 1202, (f) 5780 1543
hazeldenestore@yahoo.com

Hours of 
business:

Mon - Wed, 7am - 6pm
Thur - Sat, 7am - 7pm
Sun & P/Hols, 9am - 5pm

• Take away food
•  Fuel
• Newsagency
•  Post office
• EFTPOS

• ATM
• Boscastle pies
•  Cappuccino – 

Jaspers coffee
• Local cakes

•  Fresh bread – 
Sat & Sun

•  Picnic area by 
the creek

•  Deck to sit and relax

53 Longwood Mansfield Road,
Longwood East 3665 Victoria Australia
Tel 61 3 5798 5417  M 0402 136 448

vineyard@strathbogieboutiquewines.com
www.strathbogieboutiquewines.com

MAYGARS HILL

Trophy Winning  
Red Wines 

Mob 0402 136 448 

53 Longwood Mansfield Road
Longwood East 3665 Victoria

jenny@maygarshill.com.au
www.maygarshill.com.au

Ros Ritchie Wines
PO Box 210 Mansfield
Victoria 3724 Australia

www.rosritchiewines.com

Carefully crafted wines

Handpicked from individual 
vineyards in the cool climate 

high country of Victoria

Made with skill and passion

Ros Ritchie Wines
PO Box 210 Mansfield
Victoria 3724 Australia

www.rosritchiewines.com

Carefully crafted wines

Handpicked from individual 
vineyards in the cool climate 

high country of Victoria

Made with skill and passion

Made by Ros Ritchie
with passion and skill

Take home the essence 
of The High Country

Carefully crafted wines

Handpicked from individual 
vineyards in the cool climate  

high country of Victoria

Available at:
Marks IGA & Foodworks Supermarket

Restaurants throughout the region

Phone Ros 0448 900 541
PO Box 210 Mansfield,Vic 3724

www.rosritchiewines.com

1 Alpine Ridge Drive Merrijig  
P 5777 5868 

millinn-merrijig.com   

Fresh Pasta  
& Italian Cuisine

 
Open for Dinner

Thursday to Sunday 

 
Retail Pasta

& Ravioli available

THE MILL INN
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We have the best coffee 
in town, with light meals 
available in a cosy and
relaxing atmosphere.

Not to mention our all day 
breakfast on weekends, 
homemade cakes and  
gluten free options.

Outside catering and 
private functions are 
also available, so come  
    in and see our friendly  
       staff  today!

during January 2012

Our delicious NEW summer menu 

will be available on thursDaY, 

friDaY and saturDaY nights  

between 5:30pm - 8:30pm.

Bookings Recommended

essence coffee lounge

79 Grant Street, Alexandra  |  (03) 5772 2122

Open  
7 days  
363 days a 

year  
 

weekdays 7am - 5.00pm  
weekends 8am - 3.30pm 

 
esseNCe COFFee LOUNGe

79 grant street, alexandra   
(03) 5772 2122

Each empty bottle returned is 
rewarded with a  $1.50 discount on the 
next one so the bottles can be rewashed, 
reprinted and reused, making them 
more environmentally friendly and 
better value for the consumer.

As well as the beer and its packaging 
being completely handcrafted, the 
brewery’s other environmental attributes 
make it really unusual. The brewery 
uses an Ozone system to sanitise 
equipment and a high-pressure steam 
washer, negating the need for dangerous 
chemical cleaners.

The use of the ozone system for 
sanitation is an example of the couple’s 
lateral thinking. To assure planning 
permission for the brewery, a huge new 
expensive septic system was required to 
cope with the chemical runoff produced 
by industrial cleaners. 

The Ozone system uses oxygen from 
the air and converts it from O2 to O3 
(ozone). The conversion is temporary 
and once it has done its job, it turns 
back into oxygen and leaves no chemical 
residue.

Not only did the couple create a 
system with no run off or contaminate 
risks, they saved themselves thousands 
of dollars in the process.

Although Dave’s role as an artisan 
brewer is hardly a weekend hobby, it 
is just one component in the couple’s 
holistic farming enterprise.

Trying to define exactly what Dave 
and Sandy do (without selling them 
short) is almost impossible. They are, 
of course, farmers and artisans, but 
this doesn’t sufficiently describe their 
engineering skills or their success with 
sustainable governance. 

They are craftspeople first and 
foremost, but unlike most of us, their 
role is not limited to one field or 

Dry hop flowers

over 40 trees and they even produce 
root vegetables to supplement the dairy 
cows’ diet over the winter. What isn’t 
used goes to the pigs and the chickens 
and their greenhouse is producing 
sweet red tomatoes well into the cold 
Strathbogie winter.

Further to the garden’s bounty, a 
sneak peek inside the couple’s pantry 
would bring a tear to the eye of any 
CWA lady. The spotless rows of jams 
and preserves are only trumped by the 
plate of home-grown garlic, the endless 
tomato passata, not to mention the dried 
mushrooms.

From their dairy and their smoke 
house, Dave and Sandy produce 
specialty items money simply cannot 
buy. Without so much as a day’s 
training, Sandy produces cheeses from 
all over the world. “I’ll try making any 
kind of cheese,” says Sandy. “I love 
them all.” And she does more than try. 
Her cheeses are skilfully crafted and 
delicious and her five-year-old Parmesan 
would rival anything produced in Parma.

An electric cream separator produces 
vast tubs of cream you can stand a 
spoon in and from this they produce 
sweet butter with flavour worlds away 
from what we buy in a shop.

Their pigs provide everything from 
bacon to prosciutto and with all this 
produce; the biggest question is why 
Dave and Sandy aren’t the size of 
houses? 

“We have to work at it,” explains 
Sandy. “There’s the farm work of course, 
but I also ride my bike a lot and Dave’s 
always working at something.”

Although Dave grew up in Euroa 
and Sandy near Kyabram, the couple 
met while both working in Melbourne 
more than 25 years ago.  From the 
very beginning of their relationship, u
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For trading hours 
and seasonal menu, 

see our website

21 Station St, Yea 
Phone 5797 2000

www.yeapeppercorn.com.au

“Classic Country Hotel”

Restaurant and 
Accommodation

Open for Lunch and 
Dinner with SENIORS 

MEALS AVAILABLE 
Wednesday - Fridays

“Time to us is 
worth more than 
money”

medium; they have extended their craft 
to cover every aspect of their lives.

“He who dies with the most sheds 
wins,” smiles Dave bashfully and 
although Dave does have an enviable 
number of sheds (a dairy, a granary, 
a smokehouse and a workshop just to 
mention a few), it’s the beauty of their 
construction and the condition in which 
he keeps them that are the true measure 
of the man. It’s not every bloke who 
has a granary with an elevator or a 
slaughter area with an electric hoist he’s 
constructed himself.

“I have to constantly pinch myself,” 
says Dave. “I’ve got my own brewery.” 
However, what he doesn’t mention is 
its effective, passive solar design, its 
bespoke laser-cut stainless steel brewing 
components or the brewery’s name 
repeated around the walls as part of the 
perfect tile work.  

It would be only mildly noteworthy 
had they employed a group of 
tradespeople to build it all for them, 
but they haven’t; they’ve done the vast 
majority themselves and made it perfect 
to boot.

There’s no rusted clutter or half 
finished construction one often sees on 
smallholdings; instead it’s well kept, 
functional and ultimately beautiful.

The couple’s four hectares (10 acres) 
is also a tardis in terms of productivity. 
With about two and a half hectares 
of grazing land, less than one hectare 
for house and other buildings and the 
rest under intensive production, they 
produce nearly everything they eat and 
nurture the ground that feeds them.

“We’re very food rich,” says Dave and 
he’s not wrong. They have two Jersey 
cows (Jezebel and Daisy), two breeding 
ewes, two pigs, a dozen hens and then 
there’s the garden. The orchard has 

Dry hop flowers
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Open Wednesday to Sunday

Lunch (12-3pm) and 
Dinner (5pm-late)

Ph: (03) 5751 1478

12-24 Clyde St, Myrtleford

Located on the Great Alpine Rd, 
next to the Myrtleford Piazza

Discover a slice of Italy in 
the heart of Myrtleford

weekends were spent with friends and 
family scattered throughout the shire 
getting away from the big smoke. They 
always intended on moving back, but 
there was little work locally for young 
people back then.

“We partied hard and made good 
money,” says Dave, but they never lost 
sight of their dreams of a country life. 
In 1990 they found the block they had 
been dreaming of on the edge of the 
Strathbogie township and spent all 
their spare time for the next eight years 
making it home. 

The collapse of Ansett, where Dave 
had worked, expedited their plans and 
helped them finish the house and move 
up permanently in 2001. Dave and Sandy 
are proud to say they had the house 
finished before they moved in; a feat not 
every tree-changer can boast.

When the couple first started home 
brewing, their emphasis was self-
sufficiency, not flavour, but over the last 
25 years of trial and error, Dave has 
become a master brewer. The waste from 
production (known as brewers’ grain) is 
fed to their livestock who convert it (free 
of charge) to fertiliser for growing next 
year’s crops of hops and grain – and so 
completes the cycle.

The Strathbogie Brewing Company 
does not have a license to sell beer at 
the brewery, but it has found a way to 
share their produce with the locals. Last 
summer the Strathbogie Recreation Club 
used their license to hold an open bar 
of a Thursday evening and locals were 
able to gather and pass the time sharing 
a glass of Dave’s finest. It’s been years 
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since Strathbogie had a pub and in a 
way this is history repeating. Dave’s 
grandmother Henrietta Joyce was the 
publican in Strathbogie in the 1940’s, so 
it’s certainly in the genes.

Although there is room for the 
Strathbogie Brewing Company to 
increase production, the couple has no 
desire to get big. Their aim is to produce 
an artisan product for the local market 
that allows them to meet their needs 
and maintain their lifestyle. For them, 
to grow beyond that would be counter-
productive. “Time to us is worth more 
than money,” Dave explains. “And money 
can’t buy time. My ultimate goal is to 
be able to employ Sandy in the brewery 
part-time, so she doesn’t have to work 
off-farm, but other than that we have 
everything we want.”

These two are not born salespeople 
by any stretch of the imagination; they 
are humble folk and getting them to talk 
about their achievements is like getting 
blood out of a stone, they prefer to let 
their produce speak for itself.

Currently, Dave and Sandy produce 
four beers – a pale ale, wheat beer, 
Belgian Ale and McQuinns Brown Ale. 
There’s also a stout in the making that 
might be ready for June’s Euroa Market.

So what does the future hold for the 
Joyce’s? “More of the same,” they concur 
with a giggle. There are a few projects 
around the place that need finishing 
– and there always will be – but let’s 
hope, both for them and the rest of the 
community, that they keep doing what 
they’re doing for years to come. NNE
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Sian Scale

It was a day of food, wine and bright and 
beautiful stalls in Mansfield on the last Saturday 
of April with the annual Upper Goulburn Vintage 
Celebrations. This was the ‘Day on High’ with a 
carnival type atmosphere on the grassed medium 
strip in Mansfield’s High Street. 

While the event was free to one and all, a small 
fee was charged for a sampling glass, enabling the 
holder to taste the best from local wine makers. 
The glasses were an outstanding success and more 
popular than planned as, late in the day, the glasses 
had all been sold. 

As they strolled, the large crowd also savoured 
mouth-watering food from the stalls of various 
local producers.  And there was continuous live 
entertainment to enjoy while eating and sipping 
wine. Basically, the perfect taste and sip event. NNE

Wine, 
food 
and
song

Josette Bradley from Mansfield
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28 Bridge Street, Benalla
Open 7 days a week

Ph: (03) 5762 4686

The most                         dining & coffee venue in the North East!exciting 
 Opened in Benalla just days before Christmas, Rustik has already become a 
favourite with visitors and locals alike. This unique venue offers everything 
from the best coffee in town to comfortable and relaxed, high-quality dining.

Visit us today for breakfast, lunch or dinner and don’t forget to like us on Facebook!

Sian Scale from 
the Mansfield 
Produce store

Fem Belling sings a great song
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Take Away Food  
Bottle Shop  
ATM
Dine in Restaurant  

Bar and Beer Garden  
Functions 
Fuel 
Mechanical products 

Swanpool  
General Store 
2373 Midland Hwy, Swanpool
Pedro & Shirley 5768 2261

Open 7 days a week  

Mon - Sat 7am till 7pm Sun 8am till 7pm

Glori Zamani. 
Traditional Persian 
dish of Koofteh

Cathy 
Vining. 
Chicken 
curry

John Scott. Kouglof

Y
ou wouldn’t blame anyone for feeling 
a bit unsure when eating out for 
dinner when it is to consist of a range 
of unknown dishes prepared, albeit 

lovingly, by a diverse range of people. 
Yet, on Saturday May 17, the Taggerty 

community held its ‘Pot Luck Dinner’ in the 
local hall. It was a sell out. Filling the hall were 
two full length tables decorated and set for 
dinner. 

As the cooks with their dishes arrived in 
the kitchen, there was a scramble for power 
points and space in the bulging oven. Keen 
cooks and diners arrived bearing arms full 
of saucepans, slow cookers and platters 
topped with cakes.

It was a case of pure luck in a pot as lids 
were sombrely removed to reveal the many 
and varied meals that were on offer.

And thankfully nobody need have worried. 
The night was a great success as cooking 
is an enjoyable activity, people love to feed 
other people and there is great pride taken 
when creating their dishes. 

This evening mixed a lot of fun and good 
conversation with laughter and food. NNE

Taggerty 
dinner was pot luck
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HOW TO ORDER: Order by the day before  
(3 or more platters require 2 days notice)

Pick up at 64 Cambridge Drive Mansfield  
Free delivery in Mansfield township  

for purchases of $50 or more 
 No minimum order. Personalise your platter  

Salmon available from Wed - Sat  
Phone or SMS 0429 467 881  

info@sushifield.com.au Fax 03 5775 1260 
download our menu from: 

 www.sushifield.com.au

SUSHI FIELD 
   SUSHI PLATTER  
   perfect for any occasion

 

NEW  
crunchy seaweed 
hand rolled sushi  

Available at  
IGA Mansfield or  

direct from 
SUSHI FIELD  

$3.50 each

Heather McLaren. 
Curry beef with rice

Rod Tandy. 
Black bean beef 
and coconut rice

Beth 
Thorp. 
Trifle

Noelle 
Matthews. 
Lasagna

Anne 
Sharrock. 
Sweet 
and sour 
chicken

Karen Johnson. Empty bowls

Jo Penny-Tagg.
Chocolate brownie
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Annie O’Shea
0412 169 664

regionalsales.vic 
@coconutrevolution.com.au 

www.coconutrevolution.com.au

182 Shannons Road Murrindindi 3717 
T 03 9730 2883  M 0432 435 180
www.sedonaestate.com.au

OPEN: 11am–4.30pm  
Wed–Sun & Public Holidays

FOOD: Delicious Artisan Platters
Food available on weekends & public holidays

sip your favourite

SEDONA RED
by our cosy fireplace

One for 
the pot, 
one for me
Longwood Chef Colette 
Geier has gone into 
hibernation for the 
winter, but a quick trip to 
Strathbogie was enough to 
get her back in the kitchen

Yes, the grass is green and there’s water in the tank at 
long last, but the frigid temperature means my normal 
exuberance for life has been packed away with the last 
of my summer dresses.

The Ugg boots and the passion killers (flannel jarmies) have 
become the ensemble of choice and don’t try and tell me a 
mauve fleece dressing gown doesn’t go with everything!

Despite my best intentions, I did get dressed the other week 
to spend the morning with Dave and Sandy Joyce from the 
Strathbogie Brewing Company and it’s hard to not get excited 
around those two.

If the pair were shorter and had hairy feet, you’d swear they 
were hobbits and you’d wandered into Middle Earth. 

As well as having the most beautiful farm and brewery, Dave 
and Sandy have a garden to die for and right now it’s choc-a-
block full of winter brassicas. 

This recipe is an oldie, but a goodie and perfect for the cold 
winters in Strathbogie. With Dave’s beer and Sandy’s cheese, 
the only thing they’d have to buy is the salt and pepper.

The combination of cheese and cauliflower (or broccoli) 
is a no-brainer (who doesn’t love cauliflower gratin?) but it’s 
the beer in this soup that’s the real crowd-pleaser. It adds 
a fabulous earthy meatiness that’s guaranteed to warm the 
cockles.

The depth of the flavour can be varied by the strength of 
the beer you choose; for me, (especially in this soup) I like my 
beer like I like my men: rich and dark. I’m saying I like them 
like that, not that I’ve got one like that. I’ll just have to make do 
with pale, strong and utterly delicious. NNE

NNEHOME ON THE RANGE
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Cooked on the premises by our 
in house chef, just Heat ‘N’ Eat

Chicken & Vegetable  •  Steak 
Curry Chicken  •  Lamb & Red Wine 

Steak, Bacon & Onion

Shop 9, 22 Highett St, Mansfield

www.alpinebutchery.com.au

5775 1163 

As close to homemade 
as you can get

Family size pies big enough 
for a everyone to enjoy!

Cheesy Cauliflower/ 
Broccoli Soup
For a gluten free version: replace the beer with dry 
cider

2 kg broccoli and or cauliflower (roughly chopped)
2 medium onions (roughly chopped)
Litre or so of chicken or vegetable stock (and no, 
you’re not going to be struck down if you use stock 
cubes)
1 longneck or two stubbies of beer
Bay leaf or two
2-3 tablespoons cornflour or arrowroot
2 cups grated cheese (I use half tasty, half parmesan)
Salt and pepper to taste

Put vegies, stock, beer and bay leaves in a large pot 
and bring to the boil. Lower heat and allow to simmer 
until the vegies are falling apart (about an hour). 
Mix the flour with a little cold water until smooth and 
add to the pot. Stir for two minutes and then add the 
cheese.

Be sure to remove the bay leaves before you add 
the flour and cheese or you’ll never find them again. 
Take to the pot with a potato musher for a chunky 
consistency or a stick blender if you like your soup 
smooth. Season with salt and cracked pepper.
This soup also freezes well.
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2118 Maroondah HWY Buxton VIC 3711
T: 03 5774 7370  E: buxtontrout@bigpond.com
WWW.BUXTONTROUT.COM.AU

The Royal Mail Hotel in Yea was 
the destination for lunch. This is 
a pub whose traditional facade 
hides the fact that it has a stylish 

restaurant section inside. It’s bright and 
contemporary with a large central bar 
separating the dining area from the bar 
section. 

The dining area included a wood 
burning fire with a modern set of 
armchairs close by and dark timber 
tables contrasting with pale fresh walls. 
Adding variety is a long high bench for 
eating at and a few smaller tables in 
corners for more intimate occasions. 

Tall vases of flowers complemented 
the fresh and clean look of the room that 
was well patronised with families and 
couples.

The menu offered 12 dishes for lunch 
plus specials. From the menu we choose 
the grilled pork loin medallions with a 
warm salad of sweet potato, rocket, red 
onion, semi-dried tomato and honey, 

An afternoon of 
eating pleasure
It was a cold and wet day, which meant it was a great opportunity to catch up 
with friends. After a few calls lunch out was arranged. And on this particular 
Sunday, PAT O’BRYAN and friends decided to go the full hog and include 
more than just lunch; they went on for high tea 

cider glazed apples ($27). This dish was well presented and generous with three 
pieces of loin and a good helping of vegetables to accompany the meat. The apples 
added a special touch to the enjoyable dish.

Mushroom pappadelle was the next meal and again was a generous dish of 
assorted mushrooms lightly sautéed with garlic. The pasta was light and al dente with 
a small amount of cream tossed through and topped with a very tasty walnut pesto 
($23). This again was very much enjoyed. 

Our other two were less adventurous and went for the beer battered fish and chips 
with a crisp salad and homemade tartare sauce ($22). The fish was Blue Grenadier, 
beautifully cooked and very tasty, while the batter was crisp. Again the meals were 
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Home of the Award 
Winning Bushman’s 
Sausage Range

Colin & Mandy Gesler 
Phone 03 5772 1151 Fax for Orders: 03 5772 3399
57 Grant St,  Alexandra
gesler@virtual.net.au  melbourneonlinebutcher.com.au

Catering for B&B’s, Restaurants and Hotels

Quality
MEATS
QualityALEXANDRA

Specialising in BBQ Packs & Spit Hire

really big and I thought the batter perhaps just a 
little thick, but it’s a personal thing – and you can 
always not eat it all.

The real criticism from our table was that 
the wine list was made up of New Zealand and 
mainstream Australian wines with nothing from 
the local region. Weird, we thought, considering 
Yea has numerous wine producers making some 
great wines and all within reasonable proximity to 
the centre of town. Thankfully, on making our view 
known we were offered a few local choices at the 
bar. We opted for the Larnoo Estate 2006 Shiraz 
($20) from the Yea Valley and it was a fine drop. I 
would certainly recommend others to do likewise 
and ask for local wines at the bar. 

We kept our meal brief with no entrees or 
desserts as were going on to high tea, but the Royal 
Mail appears to be the type of place where one 
could really settle in for an afternoon or evening.

The ambience at the Royal Mail is very pleasant; 
the staff are helpful and the meals very filling. For 
the prices, it would be hard to go past it. We’ll 
definitely go again. NNE

* Turn the page for High Tea at Flowerdale Estate

Royal Mail Hotel
88 High Street, Yea 
5797 2515
www.royalmailhotelyea.com.au
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Wine Tasting & Sales
Exclusively Upper Goulburn Region wines 
plus local beers and Tin Shed Cider

 ... a wine tour without the bus

Deliveries to Mt Buller

Trading Hours - Wednesday To saTurday from 11am & Public Holidays    oTHer days by aPPoinTmenT 
sHoP 2 erril sT (rear of 50 HigH sT) mansfield    0437 117 693    info@HigHcounTryWinecellars.com.au    HigHcounTryWinecellars.com.au

NNEFOOD AND WINE

What a gem, what a treasure trove is the historic 
Flowerdale Estate. We had come from lunch at Yea’s 
Royal Mail Hotel, but had heard much about this place 
and wanted to explore a little more. So we continued 

on to Strath Creek for High Tea at the Flowerdale Estate, which 
was a whole new world – or rather old world. 

Entering the grounds and viewing the main building puts you 
instantly in a wonderful mood. 

Flowerdale Estate consists of a number of buildings – many 
used as stylish accommodation – but the dining area appears 
to have been the main homestead and it is rich in period 
detail. Open fireplaces, decorative high ceilings, pressed metal 
wainscoting and ornate leadlight windows take one’s breath away. 

We had not booked, but will next time; however, we were made 
to feel extremely welcome by one of the owners, the wonderful 
Maria Holmes who quickly had us seated in the main dining room 
where numerous parties were partaking in high tea delights. 

To one side of the room was a party of women celebrating the 
60th birthday of one of their party who were having a delightful 
time, all looking marvellous having dressed in 1950s style for the 
occasion. 

China tea pots, silver milk jugs, white linen tablecloths and 
napkins all added to the ambience. 

We did not wait long for a three-tiered china serving platter to 
be presented to us laden with warm pastries morsels, cucumber 
and club sandwiches and sweet morsels of tarts and cakes.  And, 
of course, it hadn’t been that long since we left lunch. 

While talking with Maria, she produced the dinner menu from 
the Saturday night; it looked mouth-watering. 

The high tea was terrific, but it looks like we have to go back 
soon for dinner. NNE 

Old world delights at 
Strath Creek
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THE 
GIDDY 
GOAT

6606 Maroondah Hwy. Yarck  Ph: 5773 4223

Healthy, Happy 
& homemade 
FAST FOOD

RELAXED lunches
Lazy BREAKFASTS Café

Hot 
Food 

ready to 
go from 
6.30am

Open Thursday to Sunday

Flowerdale Estate
2285 Broadford Flowerdale Road, 
Strath Creek 
5784 5600
www.flowerdaleestate.com.au

Belinda West 
from Stanhope 
celebrates her 
60th birthday with 
family and friends 
at Flowerdale 
Estate
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T
he Upper Goulburn Wine 
Association weekend of food 
and wine celebrations started 
with the popular ‘Day on High’ 
celebrations on Saturday, April 

26 and concluded with the magnificent 
annual long lunch on the Sunday. 

The main shed at the Mansfield 
Showgrounds was transformed into a fine 
dining room and looked a treat packed 
with people anxious to enjoy the seven-
course degustation lunch with local wine, 
of course. Local chefs produced their 
magic and all enjoyed a lunch worthy of an 
entire afternoon.  NNE

Stylish 
lunch 
in the 
country

Benalla MP Dr Bill Sykes 
enjoying local produce
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• Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week 
New Winter Menu

• Live music last Sunday afternoon of the month
• Beer garden • Accommodation

• Bottleshop • Open fireplace

Buxton Hotel - Maroondah Highway Buxton
Phone 03 5774 7381

buxtonhotel@virtual.net.au

Accommodation for couples, groups and families, 
 Restaurant, Public bar and Bottle shop,  

Weddings, Events & Functions.
Open 7 days per week.

Mystic Gateway to Fine Food, Wine & Hospitality
 

436 Maroondah Hwy, Narbethong.

03 5963 7121 w w w . b l a c k s p u r i n n . c o m . a u

BLACK SPUR INN

Check out our Snow Play, Dine & Stay Packages

Look for Frosty!

The Yarck Hotel

Family friendly * Open  res * Great country meals * 

Beer garden * Accommodation * Functions * Bar open 

7 days  * Lunch Fri-Sun, Dinner Wed-Sun * Bottle shop 

T: 5773 4226  www.yarckhotel.com.au

Gracie’s restaurant
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS

a La carte Menu   s   HiGH tea sundays 1 - 4pM

PH 5784 5600  |  BOOKINGS: info@flowerdaleestate.com.au
2285 BROADFORD FLOWERDALE ROAD, STRATH CREEK

www.flowerdaleestate.com.au



I have tasted and enjoyed the wines 
of Philip Lobley over some years.  
Some time ago his Pinot Noir 
featured as one of the chosen wines 

at the Mansfield Long Lunch.  Over 
dinner at a friend’s we were served 
an excellent Merlot and on visits to 
Yea Races, if one is in need of a cool 
libation whilst losing one’s shirt, his 
Sauvignon Blanc has done the trick.

Yet I confess that until a recent visit, 
I wasn’t certain just where these wines 
came from and I knew little about their 
creator. So after a phone call I paid a 
visit to an idyllic setting west of the 
Melba Highway some short distance 
south of Glenburn. For a number of 
reasons it was well worth the visit.

One finds a tiny vineyard on the 
edge of the forest on the side of a 
decent size lake (which, regrettably, has 
Redfin in it!).  For a vineyard of about 
6 acres, first planted in 1995, there 
are many grape varieties. Apart from 
the expected Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Shiraz and Merlot, there are more 
recent plantings including Nebbiolo and 
Semillon.

These plantings have had what might 
be described as a stuttering start. Not 
surprisingly, considering its location, 
the vineyard was badly affected by the 
Black Saturday fires, causing a loss 
of production for a couple of years. 
Fortunately, and unlike most in our 
region, Philip Lobley was able to make 
red wines from the 2011 vintage. But 
just to complete the picture the 2014 
vintage – which was, throughout much 
of Southern Victoria, badly affected 
by a 2013 spring which was too cold 
– has been a complete wipe-out at 
Philip’s Glenburn vineyard. Any wine 
made this year will be from grapes 
from elsewhere, either at Taggerty or 
Heathcote.
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The 
patient 
Philip 
Lobley

Wine writer IAN DUNN heads 
south to Glenburn and then to 
the Highlands outside Yea for 
some interesting wines

Philip Lobley Wines, 
1084 Eucalyptus Road 
Glenburn

I mention this just to highlight that 
making wine in our regions is not easy!  
In Philip’s case, patience, the expertise 
gained as a long-term Yarra Valley 
winemaker and, one would think, some 
capital, would certainly be required. But 
adding to the attractiveness of a Lobley 
visit is a fine art collection and also the 
fact that Lyn, his wife, both produces 
sourdough and also conducts classes 
in the making of it!

Following my visit, and in the 
company of a group of experienced 
wine lovers, we were able to taste two 
wines, a 2011 Pinot Noir and 2012 
Nebbiolo.

The Pinot I would describe as 
being from the older Burgundian style. 
Recently we’ve been treated to some 
big intensely fruity specimens, for 
example from Marlborough or Otago 
in NZ or even some of the wines from 
Ballarat and the Yarra Valley. These 
may appeal more to some, but others 
will prefer the (Lobley) more restrained 
approach. And one must remember 
that it is a 2011 wine, when vintage 
occurred throughout many periods of 
rain. In any event it is a fine, elegant 
wine. Although I haven’t tasted it, I 
understand that a very good Merlot was 
also produced in that difficult year.

And the Nebbiolo, on this occasion 
from Heathcote, is extremely drinkable. 
I see a big future in Australia for this 
grape variety.

The wines are priced in the high $20s, 
with a discount by the dozen. A number 
of local outlets stock the wines including 
the Ruffy Store and several IGAs.

Philip Lobley wines do not have 
appointed cellar door hours, but a visit 
may be readily organised by calling 
5797 8433 or mobile 0408 669 109. And 
there’s the website: philiplobleywines.
com  NNE

A good year 
at Antcliffs

I’ve recently encountered the latest 
offerings from Antcliffs Chase.

Some time ago I mentioned the 
great result in the Victorian Wine 

show achieved for the 2013 Riesling.
When we finally tasted it, in a group 

involving some very good SA wines, it 
absolutely shone out. This is a beautiful 
example of this variety, one of which our 
region can be proud.

Whilst I had anticipated that the 
Riesling might be great, I was very 
struck by the 2012 Pinot Noir. A bigger 
wine with more fruit than earlier 
vintages it will be very appealing and at 
$20, is remarkably priced for a Pinot.

And the Lagrein – unusual, at first 
a bit closed on the palate, but opening 
out into an unusual but very distinctive 
wine, which by the end of the bottle 
was highly rated by the hard-to-please 
tasters.

Ian Dunn: iandunn227@gmail.com
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Phone: 5772 1083 
90 Grant Street, Alexandra
www.mountpleasanthotel.com.au

Sizzling Steak night - only $20 
Every Thursday

Chinese Buffet - $19 
Every 2nd Monday, kids under 16 eat half price

All you can eat Pizza and Pasta - $19 
Every 2nd Monday, kids under 16 eat half price

Seniors lunch -$12 
Available every day

Function rooms available for 
private or corporate events

We’re everywhere!

Great coffee, all of the time.

The world’s most popular family restaurant is right here in 
Benalla, Euroa, Glenrowan, and Wodonga.
Since the establishment of the first Macca’s in Australia in 1971, 
local franchises have more recently spread their wings across our region.
So when you, or anyone in the family next asks, 
‘Are we there yet?” the answer is almost always YES!

This new coffee machine was recently commissioned 
at the Benalla McCafe
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Isabelle from Gorambat with 
Wren from Avenel

Anna Clabburn and 
Neo from Avenel
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Just for Winter
Rennies at Acheron
will be taking a little rest as Marian will be 

working towards an exhibition later in the year.

www.marianrennie.com.au

Marian’s new exhibition will be very exciting!
Gallery open by appointment.

Please call 5772 1701 or 0412 109 129

Rennies Restaurant is still available for bookings 
of 15 or more and of course functions.

invites you to 

“LIFELINES” 
Etchings and linocuts by John Sharp

June 6th - July 3rd

invites you to 

“LIVING PORTRAITS” 
Free flowing line and 
botanical technique 
drawings by Prue Sanchez

July 4th - July 31st

34 High Street, Yea
Wed to Sun 9-4, Mon 10-4 & Public Holidays 9-4 
 
Jo Miller  |  Ph 03 5797 3222 
info@gallery34.com.au  |  www.gallery34.com.au

A jigsaw puzzle with pieces the 
size of dinner plates stretched 
across the floor of the Benalla 
Art Gallery. Children were 

eagerly holding pieces of the puzzle 
moving from one side of the gigantic 
picture to the other. 

It was the Gallery’s interactive 
children’s workshop and they were 
literally putting together the Gallery’s 
first giant jigsaw of Edouard Manet’s 
painting ‘Luncheon on the Grass’ as part 
of the Benalla Nude exhibition. 

Dylan Thornton from Avenel was 
commissioned to create the jigsaw for 
the gallery and he was there to watch as 
the children constructed the picture. 

The children were not perplexed 
when the straight edge pieces didn’t fit 
in the middle of the puzzle, or when the 
pieces seemed to fit better when they 
were turned backwards. 

Happily the older children were 
kindly sharing their experience and 
coming to the aid of those with a look 
of, ‘I will make it fit’ on their faces.

For information on the development 
of the project contact Shanley on 5760 
2616 or email her on shanley.cleeland@
benalla.vic.gov.au   NNE

Putting 
the 
pieces 
together
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The cast of Nunsense get together 
for rehearsal. From left to right: Lou 
Filmore, Deb Leslie, Janine Harrison, 
Lillian Moon, Deb Robinson

Nunsense is habit forming, 
according to the five woman 
cast of the Broadway hit 
musical comedy being 

performed in June by the YAPPERS, 
the Yea Artistic Performing Persons 
Entertaining.

When NNE visited, it was a rehearsal 
and the cast is already showing the 
signs of excitement and anticipation of 
the opening night. Each is anxious to 
share their version of the story and their 
favourite song. 

The bones of the musical comedy 
are five nuns returning from a bingo 
night to find Sister Julia, Child of God, 
has accidentally killed 52 of their fellow 
sisters of the convent. The culprit is the 
vichyssoise soup.

Money is needed to bury the dead 
nuns and Mother Superior comes 
through with some new-found funds. 
Except, before they can bury the last 

A blessed 
comedy in Yea

four, Mother Superior spends the 
remaining money on an outdated VCR. 
So to raise the extra cash, the surviving 
nuns decide to stage an all singing, 
dancing nuns’ cabaret and this is where 
the fun really begins. 

With these five crazy, enthusiastic 
and talented players on the stage, 
the musical comedy is sure to be an 
hilarious romp. 

Our stars are Mother Superior Mary 
Regina formerly a circus performer 
(played by Deb Robinson), Sister 
Mary Hubert (played by Deb Leslie), 
Mary Regina’s rival Sister Robert Anne 
a frustrated actor with a streetwise 
background (played by Janine 
Harrison), Sister Mary Leo a novice who 
dreams of being a ballerina nun (played 
by Lillian Moon), and Sister Mary 
Amnesia who lost her memory (played 
by Lou Fillmore). NNE

Performances will be held at the 
Yea Shire Hall, High Street, Yea, 
at 7.30pm on Friday, 13 June, 
Saturday, 14 June, Friday, 20 June 
and Saturday, 21 June. There 
will also be a matinee at 2pm on 
Sunday, 15 June.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for 
concession and $10 children and 
are available from Yea Community 
House, Yea District Community 
Bank and Gallery 34, or phone 
0400 077 692. 

NORTH BY NORTH-EAST 89

I
t’s no surprise that the Kimberley 
region has become a great favourite 
with the Grey Nomads. Stunningly 
beautiful country and vast distances 
combine to give an almost magical 
effect. Termite mounds, spinifex 

grass, spindly trees, and wide rivers 
running through massive gorges create a 
sense of difference and peace for retired 
accountants in their newly-bought four-
wheel drives. Well, it might be peaceful 
now, but that wasn’t the case 150 years 
ago. The Kimberley is the site of some of 
the most brutal and bitter battles between 
white newcomers and traditional owners.

This excellent novel set in the Kimberley 
just after World War I, deals with the 
aftermath of those battles, in a time when 
the defeated Aboriginal warriors were 
subject to the most humiliating treatment 
by the white victors. 

Emily, a rich English heiress, has come 
to Australia with her husband William, 
a poor man who won her heart with his 
elegance and poetic abilities. He runs 
a station owned by her family, but the 
tropical conditions have made him unravel; 
his health, both mental and physical, is 
impaired severely. After a brief encounter 
with an Aboriginal stockman, she gives 
birth to a brown baby. When William kills 
the infant, Emily realises she will be next, 
and sets out across country with her maid, 
Wirritjil, hoping to reach safety in Broome. 
William orders his brother Trevor to set 
off in pursuit, thus beginning a tale of two 
parallel and beautifully-described journeys.

Cicada 
by Moira McKinnon, Allen & Unwin, $29.99

Reviewed by Joe Blake

Once they get away, the roles of Emily 
and Wirritjil become reversed. The wealthy 
Lady Lipscombe becomes dependent on 
her humble black maid, and starts to learn 
great things about the country; she’ll never 
know a tenth of what Wirritjil does, but her 
learning curve is tremendous. They live off 
the land, and Emily becomes a part of the 
environment that has been so foreign to 
her until now. Because of Wirritjil’s skills, 
Trevor and his Aboriginal tracker lose the 
trace of their quarry, and spend a lot of 
time casting about before they find it again. 
Finally, after many months of arduous 
travel, both pairs reach Broome at the 
same time.

Throughout their journeys, the travellers 
meet others along the way; some help and 

Exploring the 
Kimberley and two 
cultures

some are a hindrance to the respective 
groups, but all are interesting and integral 
to the developing tension of the story. 

For a debut novel, this book is 
marvellous in so many ways; the writing 
flows effortlessly and the descriptions – of 
the land and the people who live in it – 
are superb. McKinnon not only has an 
intimate knowledge of the plants, animals, 
birds and the landscape, but she is able 
to get inside the heads of a large variety 
of characters, both black and white, who 
populated our far north-west in its earlier 
incarnation as a pioneer outpost. Older 
caravanners and younger Australians 
who’ve never been to the Kimberley would 
benefit greatly from exposing themselves 
to this expression of our history. NNE



Galleries & Museums
Banksia Gallery King Parrot Valley Country 
Retreat 26 – 66 Wentworth Rd, Strath Creek 
0457 590 222  except Wed
Bruno’s Art & Sculpture Garden 
Marysville 7 days brunosart.com  5963 3513
The Sheila Inc Design Centre 
52 – 54 Binney St, Euroa
Rustic Simplicity @ The Shear ‘N’ shedS 
7 Days 10am – 4pm, 74 Grant St, Alexandra 
rusticsimplicityblog.wordpress.com 0419 517 045
Marian Rennie Gallery 
132 Breakaway Road, Acheron 
marian@marianrennie.com.au 
5772 1701  /  0412 109 129
Bob Bateup Photography & Framing 
8am till 8pm, 7 days 
In the Foodworks complex, Mansfield 
bobbateup.com.au  0457 752 434
Mansfield Historical Society  5779 1094 
Mansfield Railway Station 175 High St
Gallery 34 10am – 4pm Thurs – Mon 
34 High St, Yea gallery34.com.au  5797 3222
Benalla Art Gallery Bridge St  5762 3027
Old Post Office Art Gallery & Restaurant 
50 Emily St, Seymour  5792 3170
Highlands Hillcrest Gallery & Studio 
Hillcrest, RMB 6020 Old Highlands Rd, Highlands 
dennisspiteri@active8.net.au 5796 9373
The Farmers’ Arms Hotel Museum 
25 Kirkland Ave Euroa 5798 9548
Alexandra Timber Tramway & Museum 
alexandratramway.org.au 0427 509 988
Great Alpine Gallery 
Great Alpine Rd, Swifts Creek. 
swiftscreek.net/scgallery/  5159 4445
Bright Art Gallery Mountbatten Ave, Bright 
snp.mccall@gmail.com  5750 1074  
Benalla Art Gallery Botanic Gardens 
Bridge St, Benalla  gallery@benalla.vic.gov.au 
benallaartgallery.com  5760 2619
Benalla Costume & Pioneer Museum 
14 Mair St, Benalla.  benhist@vicnet.net.au 
home.vicnet.net.au/~benmus/   5762 6039 
Wangaratta Art Gallery 
56 Ovens St  5722 0865  0419 322 086 
gallery@wangaratta.vic.gov.au
Robert O’Hara Burke Museum 
Loch St, Beechworth  5728 8067 
burkemuseum.com.au/burke_museum
Wangaratta Historical Society 
Ford St, Wangaratta wanghistsoc@hotmail.com 
wanghistsoc.org.au   5721 3222
Spiritus Art Gallery 2 High St, Yackandandah 
art@spiritusgallery.com  02 6027 1797
El Dorado Museum 136 Main St, Eldorado 
hello@eldoradomuseum.com 
eldoradomuseum.com  5725 1542

Shire Libraries
Mansfield Collopy Street  5775 2176
Euroa Binney Street  1300 374 765
Alexandra Grant Street  5772 0349
Yea The Semi Circle  5797 2209
Benalla Nunn Street  5762 2069
Kinglake Kinglake–Whittlesea Rd  5786 1522
Flowerdale/Eildon/Marysville/Strath Creek 
5772 0349
Violet Town Cowslip Street  1300 374 765
Nagambie High Street  1300 374 765
Wangaratta Docker Street  5772 4211
Bright Ireland Street  5755 1540
Beechworth Cnr Albert Rd & Harper Ave 
1300 365 003
Myrtleford Cnr Standish St & O’Donnell Ave 
5752 2038

Shire Cinemas
Mansfield Armchair Cinema 
1 Chenery St  5775 2049  the–mac.com.au
Swanpool Cinema 2386 Midland Hwy 
5768 2415  swanpoolcinema.com.au
Euroa Community Cinema 
Shire Building, Bury St  5795 0000
Benalla Performing Arts & Convention Centre 
57 Samaria Rd  5762 5515
Violet Town St Dunstan’s Hall High St
Strathbogie Memorial Hall Main St 
Chiltern Star Theatre Main St 5726 1395
Wangaratta Cinema Centre 
1st Floor, The Co Store Complex 
Corner of Ovens St and Reid St  5721 5555
Yackandandah Memorial Hall Complex 
High St  02 6027 1077   0427 271 017

Gig Guide
Yea Acoustic Jam Session 7.30pm till stumps 
1st Friday each month Yea Community House, 
15 The Semi–Circle. 5797 3070  
FINAL EVENT IN JULY
Buxton Hotel Motel Live Music 
Last Sunday of each month 
buxtonhotel@virtual.net.au  5774 7381
MannaFest Open Sundays 2.30pm 
Playing every Sunday is Corey Leslie, vocalist 
and acoustic musician   32 High St, Yea
Bracket and Jam 
Mansfield Regional Produce Store 
Mansfield’s most popular live music night 
featuring best musicians from around the region. 
3rd Friday of the month, a great night out! 
Cover charge $10pp. Dinner from 6.30pm, music 
from 7.30pm. Bookings/Performers  5779 1404

The Flowerdale Hotel 2pm(ish) in the bar. 
First Sunday every month. Come and have a 
pluck or just enjoy the tunes  5780 1230
Live Music at Bright Brewery 
every Sunday  2pm start. Open Mic Afternoon 
with Rudi Katterl – First Sunday of the month. 
To join the line–up, call 0417 133 293 
5755 1301  www.brightbrewery.com.au
Music on the Deck @ Gapsted Wines 
Free entry to all. Lunch bookings essential 
cellardoor@gapstedwines.com  5751 1383
Everton Open Mic Session 
2nd Sunday of each month 2pm. If you can 
sing, play an instrument, recite poetry or tell a 
good yarn come along to the Everton Hotel for 
fun family friendly activity 5727 0232

Markets
Every Saturday
Mansfield Produce Swap 10am–12pm 
Free, registration required at event. Bring excess 
produce grown or made at home or preserves etc 
to swap. Fruit, vegetables herbs, seeds, baked & 
preserved goods. 120 High St, Mansfield 
 
Every Sunday 
Wangaratta Market 8am – 1pm Pick up a 
bargain at the local trash and treasure market. 
Lots of fresh fruit and vegetables are also 
available. Avian Park Raceway, Newman St 
0427 215 258 
 
First Saturday
Taggerty 4 Seasons Market 9am. 
A community market offering a variety of 
produce, products and plants. 
Showcasing excellent local products, wine, 
olive oil, honey, preserves, baked goods, craft, 
plants, fruit and veg, bbq sausages and coffee  
Taggerty Hall, 5 Taggerty-Thornton Rd 
0421 351 571  nmatt6@bigpond.com
Yea Country Market 
Local producers, growers & makers & eclectic 
trash & treasure. Live entertainers, delicious 
food.  Yea Railway Park, Station St. 
yeamarket@gmail.com  0411 433 702.
Tatong Village Market 8am –1pm 
Make it, bake it & grow it. Rain, hail, frost or 
shine. Strictly no dogs. In the picturesque 
grounds of the English–style Tatong Tavern. 
thetatongvillagemarket@yahoo.com.au 
5767 2192  www.tatongvillagemarket.com
Nagambie Lakes Community Market 
8.30am – 1pm. Regional produce, arts & crafts, 
food stalls & more. Blayney Reserve. 
nagambielakestourism.com.au
Mount Beauty Community Markets 
9am – 2pm.  Features variety of homegrown fresh 
produce, new and used goods, household items, 
craft stalls, sausage sizzle and more! 
Hollands St & Kiewa Cres. 5754 4097

Happening
June&July
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Queen’s Birthday Weekend

Bush Market
Saturday 7th June 2014, 8am to 2:30pm

Highett St Mansfield (Curia St - Hunter St) 

Local produce, Arts and craft, Knick knacks,  
Delicious food and much more ...

Enquiries - 0417 118 103

Arnot Street, Bonnie Doon
Phone: 03 5778 7254

info@bonniedooncaravanpark.com.au
www.bonniedooncaravanpark.com.au

Bonnie Doon is kick-back central!
Bonnie Doon has a proven ability to provide 

genuine stress relief for jaded city people. The 
small town is situated in North East Victoria 

on the edge of Lake Eildon. It is best known as a 
holiday/weekend destination for water-skiers, 

fisherman and boat enthusiasts.

Fabulous array of stalls on offer by local producers, growers and 
makers, as well as eclectic trash and treasure stalls, all enhanced by 

local entertainers and delicious food and snacks. 

Violet Town Market 
Second Saturday of every month, rain or 

shine, at the Violet Town Recreation Reserve 
from 8:30am to 1:00pm  

Dogs not permitted, service dogs excepted  
Enquiries to 0416 233 584 

 



First Saturday
Beechworth Farmers Market 9am – 12pm 
Christ Church Grounds Cnr Ford & Church Sts.  
0408 859 282
Mansfield Bush Market 8am - 2:30pm 
Local produce, arts and craft, knick knacks, 
delicious food plus much more – JUNE ONLY. 
Highett St (Curia St to Hunter St) 0417 118 103 
 
First Sunday
Tallarook Farmers’ Market 9am – 1pm 
Mechanics Institute, Main Rd, Tallarook 
clivehines@hotmail.com
Producers Market 9am – 2pm 
Live music, crafts, fresh food, meet the 
producers. Crossroads, Milawa  5727 3507
Bonnie Doon Country Market & Car Boot Sale 
A delightful country market at the 
Bonnie Doon Community Centre between 
8.30am - 1pm. Variety of market stalls, 
including food and great coffee. 
Come along for breakfast and stay for lunch! 
5778 7722 bdccentre@bigpond.com
Myrtleford Cotters Market 9am – 2pm 
Presented by Myrtleford Festival Committee 
focusing on locally grown, made and produced 
items and goods.  Jubilee Park. 
0438 420 806 (after 6pm).  
www.themyrtlefordfestival.com.au
Freeburgh Hall Bush Market 9am – 1pm 
Enjoy the rustic ambience of the Freeburgh 
Bush Market situated in the Ovens Valley. 
Enjoy a variety of stalls including jewellery, 
cards, paintings, handmade garments, plants, 
pickles and jams, trash and treasure and more. 
Freeburgh Community Centre, Great Alpine Rd  
5755 1625   derekandmerle@harboursat.com.au
Beechworth Market at Queen Victoria Park 
9.00am to 3.30pm  5728 2968 or 0428 282 968
Chiltern Markets 10am – 2pm. 
Woodfire pizza, local coffee, fine foods, 
produce, arts, craft and handmade items. 
Also kids will enjoy the Jumping castle, face 
painting and balloons. Come along for a fun 
day. 62 Main Street, Chiltern, (next to the Old 
Lodge cafe). 0431 821 347

Second Saturday
Violet Town Community Market 8.30am – 1pm 
Handmade & homemade goods, community 
group stalls, buskers, organic veggies, coffee, 
original clothing, plant. No dogs. 
Recreation Reserve, Tulip St, Violet Town. 
info@market.violettown.org.au
Alexandra Market 9am 
Stalls, refreshments & train rides 
Alexandra Timber Tramway. 7 Station St 
market@alexandratramway.org.au. 0427 509 988  
CWA Craft & Produce Market 10am – 2pm. 
Purchase some great locally homemade 
goodies. CWA Hall, High St, Mansfield
Myrtleford Flea Market 8.30am – noon 
Held at the Old School Museum, wide range of 
cakes, preserves, trash and treasure, plants, 
second hand books, clothing and jewellery, 
fruit and vegetables.  
Elgin St, Myrtleford. 5727 1417  /  5752 1963

Second Sunday 
Marysville Community Market 9am – 1pm 
Crafts, gifts, clothing, jams, jellies, chutneys, 
plants. Murchison St. marysvilletourism.com

Avenel Produce & Craft Market 10am – 2pm 
Grow it, sew it, bake it & make it. 
Live music & kids’ art and pony rides. 
Jubilee Park Queen St. 0468 586 069

Maindample Trash & Treasure 8am – 2pm.  
Featuring fresh produce, plants, new and 
preloved treasures and BBQ.  0401 712 810 
Under the trees at the community park, 
Main St, Maindample (opposite the CFA shed).

Benalla Lions Club Carboot Sale 8am – noon 
Bring your goods to the Fawckner Drive 
Carpark to sell or come along to find a bargain. 
$5.00 per site, buyers free. 
pandmpoels@bigpond.com  5762 3043

Rutherglen Farmers Market 9am – 12.30pm. 
Over 25 local and regional producers offering 
an extensive range of fresh local produce for 
sale that will include fresh seasonable fruit and 
vegetables, local extra virgin olive oils, hand 
crafted chocolates, free range eggs, Nashi 
juice, marmalades and spreads, and much 
more.

Third Saturday
Euroa Village Farmers Market 9am – 1pm 
Fresh vegetables & fruits, olive oils, honey, 
eggs, meats & more. Farmer directly to you. 
Rotary Park, Kirkland Ave, Euroa.

Yarck Country Market 9am – 1.30pm 
Produce & craft. Yarck Hall, Maroondah Hwy. 

Moyhu Farmers Market 8am – noon 
Market celebrates the best of the 
King Valley’s food, wine and its vibrant 
community.  Fantastic event for locals and 
visitors with opportunity to speak directly with 
growers. Moyhu Lions Park  5727 9301

Beechworth Market 
Beechworth food, refreshments and music. 
Great variety of handmade products. Lovely 
park setting. Queen Victoria Park. 
0428 282 968  /  5728 2968.

Bright Markets – Make It, Bake It, Grow It. 
9am – 1pm. Something original, handmade, 
special, organic, recycled, ethical. Artworks, 
woodwork, homewares and skincare, as well 
as gorgeous fashion and jewellery by local 
designers. Howitt Park. 
www.brightchamber.com.au

Yackandandah Monthly Produce Swap 
At 9.30 am the produce starts rolling in and the 
swap finishes around 11:00 am. A wide range 
including leafy greens, garlic, onions, peppers, 
zucchini, olives, beans, seasonal fruits, 
preserves, seeds and seedlings, egg cartons 
and glass jars – even the occasional rooster, 
chicken and duck!.The swap is a fantastic 
opportunity to learn about growing vegetables 
and fruit, share gardening tips or just have a 
cup of tea with new and old friends. Recently 
moved to the new Yackandandah Community 
Garden (William Street, next to the swimming 
pool). 0477 417 445

Third Sunday 
Flowerdale Community Market 9am – 1pm 
Country market stalls, arts, crafts, veggies, 
plants, trash & treasure. Flowerdale Community 
Hall, Yea–Whittlesea Rd.  
alron27@bigpond.com   5780 1223 
Mansfield Lions Craft Market 8am – 1pm 
High St. Delightful market held in the median strip 
opposite the Mansfield Post Office  5777 3760
Lions Club Market Yackandah 9am – 1pm 
Craft and local produce market. Entry by gold 
coin donation.  0418 122 921.
Harrietville Historical Society Bush Market 
8am – 1pm. Come and enjoy a day by the 
Ovens River in the picturesque village. 
Tavare Park, Harrietville   5759 2699

Fourth Saturday
Benalla Lakeside Quality Craft & Produce 
Market  9am – 2pm Produce plus good quality 
goods Fawkner Driv, Lake Benalla Foreshore. 
benallamarket@gmail.com 
Mansfield Farmers Market 8.30am – 1pm 
Traditional farmers market – meat, eggs, honey 
olives, bread, cakes and more! (No dogs).  
Primary School “Bottom Terrace” off Highett St. 
mansfieldfarmersmarket.com.au  0417 319 879

Fourth Sunday
Marysville Community Market 9am – 1pm 
Murchison St. marysvilletourism.com 
Kinglake Produce & Artisan Market 9am – 2pm 
Local wines, plants, bread, seasonal fruit 
& veggies, olives, fresh flowers & plants. 
info@kinglakemarket.com.au  5786 1976

Events 
Sunday 1st June
African Drum & Dance Classes 
Experience the rich and vibrant culture of 
West Africa through Guinean drumming and 
dance! Workshops with Mohamed Camara 
from West Africa will be held at Mel’o’drama 
Dance Studio. $15/$20 Bookings essential. 
Mel’o’drama, 61 Fawckner Drive, Benalla 
0434 195 040 www.rhythmoflife.com.au

Tuesday 3rd June
Roald Dahl’s Fantastic Mister Fox College 
Drama Production 
3-5 June. College drama production open to 
the public. Adapted for stage by Sally Reid. 
EMPAC, Prince Street, Myrtleford 5752 1596

Thursday 5th June
‘The Unveiling’ 7.30pm The next exciting 
event in the Mansfield Three Faces Portrait Art 
Prize. Join in the excitement of ‘The Unveiling’ 
event where the portraits are revealed for the 
very first time. Three young artists and three 
adult artists will reveal their finished portraits 
of John Collyer, Mansfield Citizen of the Year 
2013, for the first time. Winners are to be judged 
by Mansfield Shire Council CEO David Roff 
and Curator of the Benalla Gallery, Shanley 
McBurney. The Deck on High. 
$32 pp, reservations required. 5775 1144 
Drinks at bar prices.

HAPPENING
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Mansfield Armchair Cinema boasts two state of the art digital 
cinemas screening latest release movies five days a week.

Also available for functions, parties and fundraising events on 
Mondays & Thursdays or any day outside regular session times.  

1 CHENERY ST, MANSFIELD (03) 5775 2049 
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 5TH JUNE - 18TH JUNE

 3RD JULY - 16TH JULY

 19TH JUNE - 2ND JULY

 3RD JULY - 9TH JULY

 19TH JUNE - 3RD JULY

 10TH JULY - 30TH JULY

 5TH JUNE - 9TH JULY

 24TH JULY - 6TH AUG

Australia’s first fully 
digital cinema

June Long Weekend
North East Victoria Snow Season 
Opening Weekend Celebrations

Lake Mountain, Mt Buller, Falls Creek, 
Mt Hotham & Mt Buffalo

Remy in the snow

Friday 6th June
Chiltern Visual Arts Exhibition 
Exhibiting for over a decade, this annual visual art and 
photography display is becoming one of the region’s major arts 
events, featuring works from renowned artists and photographers 
and from the local region and across Australia. Two and three 
dimensional works and photography are on show and all exhibitors 
are eligible for The Chiltern Art Prize of $1000, with prizes also 
awarded in each of the four categories including the popular Indigo 
Award for Young Emerging Artists. All works exhibited are available 
for purchase. chiltern@bigpond.net.au 5726 1113. 
Memorial Hall, Conness Street, Chiltern. Opening night – Friday 6th 
June. Then daily between 10am and 4pm until Monday 9th June.

 
Saturday 7th June
Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend
Rutherglen Winery Walkabout 10am – 5pm. From crisp Rhone-style 
table wines to warming reds and world-class Muscats, Rutherglen Winery 
Walkabout is a great way to taste and compare some of the best new wines 
coming out of Rutherglen. Join in the excitement of Victoria’s original wine 
festival.1300 787 929. info@winemakers.com.au   winemakers.com.au  

Explore the Glenrowan Wine Region Over the three days of the Queen’s Birthday 
long weekend, discover the region’s signature wines and enjoy live music, ‘inspired 
by the vine’ winter fare, wine appreciation and educational sessions with the 
winemakers and art exhibitions by renowned local artists. There will also be a variety 
of cellar door entertainment for the whole family at each winery in the legendary Kelly 
country. 5766 2282.  jennifer.booth@taminickcellars.com.au   visitglenrowan.com.au 
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Saturday 7th June
Beechworth Bus Lines Winery Walk Tour 
$35.00 per person Big Coach 
9:00am  Beechworth Courthouse, Ford Street 
10:00am - 11:00am Campbells Winery 
11:15am - 12:30pm Stanton & Killeen Winery 
12:45pm - 1:45pm Pfeiffer Wines 
2:00pm - 3:15pm Cofield Wines 
3:30pm - 4:30pm Valhalla Wines 
5:30pm Conclude tour at Beechworth 
Courthouse. 5728 2182 or 0438 836 361

Alexandra Quilters Inc. Annual Exhibition 
Quilt Show. 2pm Saturday, 10am Sunday. 
Alexandra Town Hall 55 Grant Street, 
Alexandra. Alexandra Quilters Inc will 
showcase their “Anniversary Challenge, 
30 years of Stitching Pearls”.  There will be a 
quilt raffle where proceeds raised go to a local 
charity.  Handmade articles for sale.  
Quilters within Murrindindi will also exhibit. 

Sunday 8th June
Rutherglen Country Fair 9am 
Stretches the entire length of Main Street with 
over 300 stalls. Fun and entertainment for the 
whole family including grape treading, barrel 
racing and live music. Main Street Rutherglen 
Rutherglen Rotary Club (02) 6032 7054.

Crackle & Pop! 11:30am - 4:00pm 
$79.00 Includes master class, recipes and 
apron, glass of Don sparkling or wine on arrival 
and roast pork luncheon. Additional local beer, 
wine and cider available for purchase. 
A gluten free event. A country Sunday roast 
with a twist! Get hands-on with a pork crackle 
master class followed by a succulent slow 
roasted local pork luncheon with seasonal 
produce and matched local wines. 
Kick off a lazy Sunday afternoon with a glass 
of renowned local bubbles as The Culinarian 
Chef Ben Davies guides you  to ‘conquer the 
crackle’! Then relax by the warmth of the fire 
to a local Merton pork feast - slow roasted 
with market root vegetables, buttered  Tuscan 
greens and Tolmie apple cider jus. Set in the 
beautiful Kinloch Vineyard, nestled in Victoria’s 
High Country, moments from Mansfield. 
Leave with a souvenir Crackle Master apron 
and recipes! 0448 123 098 

Alexandra Truck Ute & Rod Show 
Exhibition of trucks, utes and rods. 
Also includes a major wood chop and live 
music. Largest annual event in the Murrindindi 
Shire is a ‘show & shine’ exhibition of trucks, 
utes and rods. This is a free event in the main 
street of Alexandra which makes it a great 
family day out.  Alexandra Township Grant 
Street. 0428 589 852.

Friday 13th June 
Faulty Towers Guess who’s coming back to 
dinner at Pinnacle Valley Resort? Join Sybil, 
Basil and Manuel for a hilarious 2-hour show 
accompanied by a 3-course meal. Doors open 
6.30pm. Tickets $89pp. Don’t miss the comedy 
event of the year. Bookings Pinnacle Valley 
Resort 5777 5788 or email events@pvr.com.au

Saturday 14th June
Swanpool Environmental Film Festival 
Renewable Energy and Forestry Swanpool 
Cinema. Featuring guest speakers: 
Dr. Mark Diesendorf – Institute of Environmental 
Studies, UNSW. Renewable energy. 
Prof. Peter Kanowski – ANU. Forest and 
environmental governance in Indonesia. 
Master of Ceremonies: Prof. Kate Auty – Former 
Victorian Commissioner for the Environment. 
Corresponding feature films will be screened 
throughout the day.  geckoclan.com.au

Regional Roast @ Indigo Indigo Vineyard 
Tickets $75.00 per person Includes 3 course 
meal with matching wines showcasing Indigo 
Free Range Lamb and some of the best 
produce in the High Country. 
Indigo Cellar Door Pop Up Restaurant -  
Bookings Essential 5727 0233  
1221 Beechworth-Wangaratta Road, Everton 
Upper. 5729 0255 emails@indigovineyard.com.au 

Sunday 15th June 
Acheron Mechanics’ Institute Hall 
Centenary 2.00 – 4.00pm.  Presentation of a 
plaque by the Mechanics’ Institute of Victoria. 
The launch of the full colour, over 250 page 
book - Acheron: a history of the district, written 
and produced especially for the Centenary. 
The book will be on sale on the day - soft 
cover version $50 and hard cover version 
$70. Drawing of Acheron Hall raffle – an 
oil painting of Acheron Valley by Wykeham 
Perry. Planting of a centenary tree. Afternoon 
tea will be provided. Also planned is a Bus 
Tour of Acheron Historical sites, at no cost to 
participants, on Saturday & Sunday mornings 
14th & 15th June. The bus departs each 
morning at 9.30am from Rennies Restaurant, 
Breakaway Road Acheron and returns to 
Rennies Restaurant at 11.00am, when a light 
morning tea will be served. Bookings are 
essential as places are limited 5772 2143 
or 0429 028 661 mafandgmd@virtual.net.au 
McColl Lane, Acheron. acheronhall.com 

Saturday 21st June
Roast Collection. Join for a spectacular 
roast dinner with a difference in a beautifully-
themed inflatable igloo. $135pp includes 
4-course, wine & entertainment. 
Bookings www.walkerevents.com.au 

Sunday 22nd June
The Benalla Migrant Camp Exhibition 
10am. The Benalla Migrant Camp has an 
amazing history well worth  remembering. 
Between 1949 and 1967 60,000 European 
post-war migrants made their temporary home 
in Benalla at the ‘Benalla Migrant Camp.’ 
This exhibition of personal photos, documents 
and memorabilia tells some of their stories. 
Entry $2 per person, children free. 
Barc Hut 11, Samaria Road. Drive into 
Gliding Club entrance, follow the road past 
the Benalla Aviation Museum. BARC Hut 11 
is the last hut on your right. 5762 6678 (AH) 
sabine.smyth@gmail.com

Monday 23rd June until 11th July 
Wanderlust. View ‘Wanderlust’, a black & 
white photographic exhibition exploring  the 
often barren mystery of landscapes in Country 
Victoria, NSW and abroad. Delatite Hotel. 

Saturday 28th June
Melbourne International Comedy Festival 
Roadshow 6pm Marysville Community Centre, 
Falls Road, Marysville. 5963 4567 
info@marysvilletourism.com 

Friday 4th July
Mark Adams Ski & Golf Day A terrific day on 
the snow Mt Buller and the Mansfield greens. 
This event is a fantastic fundraiser for the local 
community generating well over $100,000 for 
local students ski programs in recent years. 
All money raised supports snow sports 
program for local kids. mtbuller.com.au

Saturday 19th July
Holmesglen at Eildon Christmas in July 
Holmesglen at Eildon $65 per adult - 4 course 
dinner Bookings & Enquiries 
5774 2631 eildon@holmesglen.edu.au

Christmas in July. Ho Ho Ho! It’s Christmas 
in July at the Kevy Pub to raise funds for the 
Upper Goulburn Community Channel 8 UHF 
Repeater. Tickets: $30pp includes delicious 
2 course meal with drinks at bar prices. 
11.30am for 12 noon start. Bookings essential! 
Call Kevington Hotel 5777 054

Friday 25th July
Schools’ National Tree Planting Day

Saturday 26th July
Oz Opera – Mozart’s The Magic Flute 
Marysville & District Lions Club 6pm, Marysville 
Community Centre, Falls Road, Marysville. 
5963 4567 info@marysvilletourism.com 

 
Sunday 27th July
National Tree Planting Day
George Kerferd Oration 10.15am 
Baarmutha Park Orator Jenny Coles worked 
in East Timor as the right hand of Kirsty Sword 
Gusmao for five year.  Jenny now divides 
her time supporting Kirsty’s activities and 
overseeing projects in Timor. This is a free 
community event at Baarmutha Function 
Centre, Balaclava Road, Beechworth.
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The property known as 
‘Glenmaye’ takes up about 
276.6 hectares or 685 acres just 
a few minutes outside of Euroa 

at Balmattum. 
Some years back, the owners decided 

to take advantage of the glorious views 
offered from the higher parts of the 
property and build a ‘dream home’ 
with a northerly aspect down the valley 
formed by Faithfull’s Creek and across 
to the nearby hills. This home sits on 
about 93.5 hectares (231 acres) and 
is available separately or with the 
remainder of ‘Glenmaye’.

The home has been built from farm-
quarried granite and looks magnificent 
in its landscaped setting that takes 
full advantage of some natural rock 
formations around the garden. 

Close to the home is a separate double 
storey building that serves as a studio 

Stone home offers stunning      views
for the owners plus two-bedroom self-
contained accommodation for friends or 
holiday letting.  

The main home is something rather 
special. There is a wonderful entertaining 
area of lounge and dining with wide floor 
to ceiling windows positioned to make 
the most of the winter sun while taking 
in the glorious views. A tall vaulted 
ceiling of treated pine lining boards 
helps give the room a feeling of further 
grandeur, while  polished concrete floors 
soak up the winter sun to keep the home 
at a comfortable temperature during the 
colder months. It is said that the wood 
burning combustion heater is only rarely 
used even during winter. 

A wide, polished granite bench 
separates the living area from the 
kitchen which boasts a slow combustion 
stove along with the electric variety. 

There is ample preparation space and 
a walk-in pantry. 

Beyond this entertaining area is a 
hall that is more of a gallery being some 
three metres wide and with special 
lighting to highlight artwork. Here, 
more pine boards have been expertly 
manipulated to produce a spectacular 
domed ceiling.   

The spacious main bedroom has a 
walk through robe and a glass wall that 
opens out to a private section of the 
garden. Its en suite bathroom with its 
glass-walled shower has great views of 
the garden.

Another large bedroom forms part of 
a separate wing incorporating a second 
lounge room with double glass doors to 
the garden. This area’s bathroom has a 
massive bath from where the occupant 
can also survey the garden. 

JUNE/JULY 201496 NORTH BY NORTH-EAST 97

“The home has been built from 
farm-quarried granite and looks 

magnificent in its landscaped setting”

AT A GLANCE
‘Glenmaye’, 246 Dip Lane, Balmattum. 
Approx 93.5 hectares. House, 2 beds; 
sep s/c accom. 2 beds.
Private Sale: $1,600,000
Separate property of about 183Ha 
plus 4-bedroom house also available. 
Agent: Landmark Harcourts Euroa: 
5795 2868 John Stringer: 0418 575 156

stunning      views
As part of the outdoor living, there 

is a delightful undercover space that 
houses a barbeque, sink and food 
preparation area. And, naturally 
enough, there is a vaulted ceiling of 
stained pine boards.

Nearby shedding provides three 
garage spaces and work area, while 
a bank of tanks ensures ample water 
storage.

‘Glenmaye’ also boasts solar 
power along with mains supply and 
feeds back into the grid resulting in 
ridiculously low power bills.

The remaining part of ‘Glenmaye’ 
has its own four-bedroom solid brick 
home and a considerable amount of 
shedding. Depending on a buyer’s 
needs and, of course, budget, it can 
also be purchased. NNE
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ALEXANDRA    ‘ARGUS FARM’
138ac (55ha) of good improved pastures, undulation to rising hill 
country. This outstanding sustainable farming property has a lot to 
offer. There is 5kw solar system, water bore, 6 dams, steel cattle yards, 
lockup colourbond shed and multiple open bay machinery sheds.
8 year old immaculate home with lovely views. 3 bedrooms, master 
with ensuite and walk in robes, spacious open plan living with wood 
combustion heater and split system. Undercover outdoor entertaining 
area, immaculate gardens, double garage  and double carport.
All this under 10 minutes to Alexandra.
 

$750,000   Belinda Hocking 0418 115 574 
ALEXANDRA   5772 3444   56 GRANT STREET

YEA – 36 HIGH STREET             FORTHCOMING AUCTION
ADVANCE WARNING! THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS
This historic and unique property in the heart of Yea will be auctioned. The property consists 
of numerous buildings: Manifest Café: Coffee Shop:  Haberdashery Store  all leased out and 
returning $28,000 per annum: There is further opportunity for return from a 4 bedroom flat, 
historic bakery with Scotch Oven and Yea’s original wool store. Concept plans will be available for 
one bedroom apartments to capture accommodation needs of the ever popular Goulburn Valley 
Rail Trail. The options are immense for the astute investor. Watch this space in the next edition of 
North by North-East or call:  Stuart Oddy 0402 349 120 for further information

YEA   5797 2799   52 HIGH STREET

YARCK    ‘CANDALE’
405 Acre 164 Ha of rolling pastures, impressive cattle country with 
good fertiliser history. Excellent carrying capacity with good steel cattle 
yards, easy B- double access. This property has 8 dams which have 
been cleaned out, permanent water supply via bore system. There is 
a hay shed and small cabin.
Ideal breeding property with exceptional views, perfect to build a 
country homestead with numerous suitable sites. Lovely stands 
of mature gums and stock shelter belts. Power at boundary. 
Minutes to the quaint Yarck Village with hotel, post office and cafes. 
Under 2 hours Melbourne enroute to Mt Buller and Lake Eildon. 

 $1,000,000 to $1,200,000   Belinda Hocking 0418 115 574
ALEXANDRA   5772 3444   56 GRANT STREET
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EUROA – ‘BALMATTUM’
PARADISE ON 231 ACRES - 93.5 HA
‘Glenmaye’ is paradise only 10 minutes from the thriving tourist 
town of Euroa and an easy 1 ¾ hour (approx) freeway drive from 
Melbourne. You will be instantly captivated by this stone home which 
is perfectly positioned to take advantage of the stunning northerly 
vista down to Faithfulls Creek and beyond. Imagine coming home 
and strolling through the private courtyard and magnificent yet easy 
care gardens to the unique home. You will be awestruck as soon as 
you step into the grand hall with magnificent domed ceiling which 
then leads to the expansive open plan living area with floor to ceiling 
double glazed windows, polished concrete floors and the warmth 
of the wood fire. The superb kitchen will have you in raptures, 
the second sitting room is totally separate from the main part of 
the home, the bathrooms are opulent and the sheltered outdoor 
entertaining area complete with outdoor kitchen and wood heater 
is perfect for casual living. When your visitors arrive welcome them 
into the adjoining 2 storey residence which is fully self-contained with 
valley views from both the ground floor open plan living area and 
the two upstairs bedrooms which are ideally appointed for use as a 
B&B getaway. The quality of this whole property is beyond compare; 
the views over the paddocks and beyond are breathtaking and the 
lifestyle enviable. 
In a word...”perfection”.   $1,600,000
John Stringer 0418 575 156      Web ID: LER 4454

EUROA    5795 2868   13 BINNEY STREET

AT A GLANCE
25 Horseshoe Bend Lane, Kelvin View
Approx 2 hectares, 4 bedrooms
Auction: Date to be set in June if not 
sold prior.
Agent: Ruralco Euroa, 5795 2240

Selling your property? 
 Then let buyers know.
Have your property featured in North by North-East and 
reach residents, business people and visitors in the area from 
Marysville to Bright; from Mansfield to Wangaratta.
NNE is targeted directly at potential buyers of your property 
and advertising is easy to organise.
Just speak with your agent about how your place can be 
displayed among the best in the district.

Call our office on 5779 1290

David MacKinnon 
0410 556 531

• 113.7 ha or 281 acres, 5 titles, genuine 1,000mm r/fall. 

• Solid brick 3 b/room & study home, reno’d bathroom & kitchen. 

• Productive red volcanic soils, perm springs, seasonal creek + dams. 

• Extensive shedding, disused equipped dairy/cattle yards. 

• Annual top dressing + lime, good fences & pasture.

Genuine sellers wanting to retire after long family ownership.

“Edgehill”  138 Sawyer Road Samaria

5762 3322  -  72 Bridge St, Benalla  -  www.benallarealestate.net.au 

$830,000 neg                   

Vendor terms considered. Web ID: 493
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Established for over 60 years, Dickens Real Estate is one of the most experienced and 
trusted agencies when it comes to selling property.  In 2012, the company expanded the 
commercial sales arm of the business and DRE Business Brokers was born. 

Jason Reid leads an enthusiastic team of business professionals that understand what it 
takes to be in business.  Our brokers are experienced tourism, hospitality and boutique 
business specialists, equipped with the knowledge, contacts and resources needed to 
negotiate the best price for your business.

At DRE Business Brokers we want to see you achieve your business and financial goals.

Thinking about putting your business on the market in the next 6-12 months? 
Make an appointment with one of our REIV Accredited Brokers, who can provide 
you with a free market appraisal and suggestions on how we can best position your 
business to sell.

At DRE Business Brokers we strive to always be Ethical and Honest in all 
our business dealings. 

Celebrating our 60th year in Real Estate                                                                                                       
Phone: 5755 1927  •  Fax: 5755 2321  •  sales@drebusinessbrokers.com.au 
20 Ireland Street, Bright VIC 3741  •  www.drebusinessbrokers.com.au

DRE Business Brokers; a country based team dedicated 
to serving regional Victoria business owners better.

Rural and Residential Specialists

www.ruralcoproperty.com.au

Mansfield - 5775 1444 Danni Schneider 0414 690 479 
165 Mt Buller Rd Mansfield   dschneider@rodwells.com.au

17 RURAL PARCELS OF LAND AVAILABLE FOR YOU TO CREATE YOUR 
NEW COUNTRY LIFESTYLE

NEW SEALED ROAD FRONTAGE WITH BLOCKS RANGING BETWEEN 7 & 14 ACRES

BUILDING COVENANTS IN PLACE TO PROTECT THIS PRESTIGIOUS 
ESTATE’S AESTHETICS

PICTURESQUE RURAL VISTAS THAT YOU WILL NEVER TIRE OF

CLOSE TO TOWN, SHOPS, SCHOOLS & EVERYTHING MANSFIELD HAS TO OFFER

BE QUICK TO CHOOSE YOUR FAVOURITE!

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

FINAL STAGE
NOW RELEASED

Merinda Park

www.ruralcoproperty.com.au

SMALL FARM – LARGE HOME – CONVENIENT LOCATION 32.3 HA – 80 Acres Asking price $395,000. OFFERS INVITED.
Situated just 20 km from Euroa and 25 km from Shepparton and comprising fertile farming country adjacent to Honeysuckle Creek. 
A large and very comfortable BV home provides 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen with a country pantry and a large open living 
area. There are wide verandahs on 3 sides, a double garage and also a storeroom. 
A LOVELY HOME ON FERTILE FARMING COUNTRY THAT WOULD SUIT A VARIETY OF AGRICULTURAL PURSUITS WHILE 
PROVIDING AN IDEAL LIFESTYLE ENVIRONMENT. 

22 SQUARES OF MODERN LIVING                           MANSFIELD $379,000
If an uncomplicated life is what you are after then look no further.  Within a short walk to schools, shops & all the entertainment 
Mansfield has to offer this home is set up perfectly for a low maintenance lifestyle with plenty of convenience.  This less than 2 year old 
3 bedroom home is situated in a quiet court location & has been cleverly fitted out with energy efficiency & low maintenance in mind. 
The remote roller door double garage gives direct convenient access into the hallway, which leads you past the cinema room and into 
the bright sun filled open plan living, dining & kitchen area complete with built in pantry & large stainless steel oven and gas stove top. 
The secure backyard with additional side entrance provides plenty of room for children to play safely within your sights. With such a 
low maintenance, conveniently located family home you will have plenty of time to enjoy all that life has to offer.  Make this one yours.

THE PERFECT COUNTRY GETAWAY - 36 Acres                      TAYLOR BAY / EILDON  $395,000 Negotiable
Western Red Cedar, 2 bedrooms open plan living design.  Inbuilt sound system, full kitchen, gas cooktop, large open fireplace with 
a lifetime supply of firewood.   Unique outdoor full sized freestanding professionally built wood fired Pizza Oven. Ample rain water 
storage.  Part bush, part cleared with 4WD track to the top of the property with spectacular views of Lake Eildon and surrounding 
scenery.  Walking distance to the Lake for watersports and fishing and a 5 min drive to Eildon shopping village.  This property is 
set up for Motorbike riding, with tracks for the beginner and the enthusiast.  Also suitable for the family with lovely bushwalks and 
abundant wildlife.

Rural and Residential Specialists

Mansfield - 5775 1444 Danni Schneider 0414 690 479 
165 Mt Buller Rd Mansfield   dschneider@rodwells.com.au

 Euroa - 5795 2240  Steven Jeffery 0427 595 760  Bill Sargood 0429 447 103 
47b Railway Street Euroa billsargood@newmarketag.com.au

Alexandra - 5772 1110  Nik Patek 0409 936 210
78 Grant St Alexandra   npatek@rodwells.com.au

www.ruralcoproperty.com.au
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Mansfield - 5775 1444 Danni Schneider 0414 690 479 
165 Mt Buller Rd Mansfield   dschneider@rodwells.com.au

 Euroa - 5795 2240  Steven Jeffery 0427 595 760  Bill Sargood 0429 447 103 
47b Railway Street Euroa billsargood@newmarketag.com.au

Alexandra - 5772 1110  Nik Patek 0409 936 210
78 Grant St Alexandra   npatek@rodwells.com.au
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5 Hillside South Eildon Vic 3713Ph: 5774 2771Mark Howard 0448 606 062

For Sale 8283 Maroondah Hwy,  
Merton

The Merton Servo! 
A Great Investment

• Petrol Station with General Store,  
    Australia Post Agency  
   & Takeaway Food Outlet 

• Includes a 3 bdrm house on the title

• Commercial kitchen at rear of property 

• Huge potential for development,  
    in a great location, on a major  
    road/highway

• Plenty of traffic with ski season (snow)  
   & water sports/boating at Lake Eildon

• A fantastic investment in a  
   fantastic location

P.O.A.

ELDERS ALEXANDRA     5772 1052   6 Webster Street Alexandra

• Extensive Little River Frontage.
•  All usable fertile river flats, ideal cattle country, 

established olive grove.
•  Stunning craftsman built homestead where no expense 

has been spared in creating one of the district’s finest 
properties.

• 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, study.
• 3 generous light filled living areas.
•  Stunning kitchen with granite benchtops & s/s appliances.
• Feature indoor/outdoor entertainment area.
•  Extensive establishing garden with mature Oak & Ash 

trees, rolling lawn, reticulated watering system.
•  Remodelled woolshed converted to coffee 

shop/restaurant, fully licenced, commercial kitchen, 
male & female amenities. 

•  35m x 9m Colourbond shedding, powered, concrete 
flooring, 3 remote roller doors. 

•  Cattle yards, quality new fencing, plentiful water supply.

$1.35 Million Web ID - 6528134

John Tossol 0419 558 032 
or Nick Myer – 0427 610 278

This modern home is immaculately appointed 
boasting 3 large bedrooms plus study, formal dining 
and formal lounge rooms. Expansive kitchen/living 
area. Tasteful use of various timbers give the home a 
refined finish.
Under floor central vacuum / ducted in-floor central 
heating / evaporative air con / solar power  
 
External features:
• Bluestone edged gardens
• Self supported water system + town water
• Extensive shedding 
 
Price: $650,000 

Peter OConnor 0429 951 099
View at www.elders.com.au/euroa

ELDERS EUROA     5795 2094     27 Binney Street Euroa VIC 3666

TAGGERTY  ‘Old Woolshed Farm’
Gilt Edged Rural /Lifestyle Property 
55 acs approx. (22.25ha)

EUROA  62 Saxon Street
Prestigious home on one acre ( 4000m2 ) allotment

eldersre.com.au

We couldn’t help but notice this ‘For Sale’ 
board outside a property on the Melba 
Highway on the south side of Yea. Contrary 
to nearly everyone’s first thoughts, we can 

now put to rest the rather unkind rumour that the agents 
have been fielding numerous inquiries from politicians as 
to the price.

NNE now awaits the first sightings of ‘Ethics For Sale’.

Picture: LYNNDA HEARD

What price 
principles?

ELDERS ALEXANDRA     5772 1052   6 Webster Street Alexandra

• Extensive Little River Frontage.
•  All usable fertile river flats, ideal cattle country, 

established olive grove.
•  Stunning craftsman built homestead where no expense 

has been spared in creating one of the district’s finest 
properties.

• 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, study.
• 3 generous light filled living areas.
•  Stunning kitchen with granite benchtops & s/s appliances.
• Feature indoor/outdoor entertainment area.
•  Extensive establishing garden with mature Oak & Ash 

trees, rolling lawn, reticulated watering system.
•  Remodelled woolshed converted to coffee 

shop/restaurant, fully licenced, commercial kitchen, 
male & female amenities. 

•  35m x 9m Colourbond shedding, powered, concrete 
flooring, 3 remote roller doors. 

•  Cattle yards, quality new fencing, plentiful water supply.

$1.35 Million Web ID - 6528134

John Tossol 0419 558 032 
or Nick Myer – 0427 610 278

This modern home is immaculately appointed 
boasting 3 large bedrooms plus study, formal dining 
and formal lounge rooms. Expansive kitchen/living 
area. Tasteful use of various timbers give the home a 
refined finish.
Under floor central vacuum / ducted in-floor central 
heating / evaporative air con / solar power  
 
External features:
• Bluestone edged gardens
• Self supported water system + town water
• Extensive shedding 
 
Price: $650,000 

Peter OConnor 0429 951 099
View at www.elders.com.au/euroa

ELDERS EUROA     5795 2094     27 Binney Street Euroa VIC 3666

TAGGERTY  ‘Old Woolshed Farm’
Gilt Edged Rural /Lifestyle Property 
55 acs approx. (22.25ha)

EUROA  62 Saxon Street
Prestigious home on one acre ( 4000m2 ) allotment

eldersre.com.au
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Some very pretty blocks in a 
new residential development 
just outside of Mansfield have 
recently been released for sale.

The land sizes vary between 
approximately 2.8 hectares (seven acres) 
and 5.6 hectares (14 acres) and are in 
the development known as ‘Merinda 
Park’ which is off Monkey Gully Road 
about six minutes from the shops and 
schools of Mansfield.

At the time of going to press, four 
blocks of the original 17 had already 
been sold. Importantly, every block is 
covered by a covenant that will ensure 
the estate has a prestigious feel about it. 

All the blocks have a delightful rural 
feel about them with many having 
outstanding views towards Mt Buller. 
Some already have dams and many have 
scattered trees. They all have access to a 
sealed road. 

With all of a size that would easily 
accommodate a pony or two, the blocks 
should be in demand by young families 
or those ready to retire from a larger 
holding, but who still desire some land 
around them.  

With the attractions and services of 
Mansfield so close by, it is expected that 
the blocks will appeal to many. And with 
a price of $265,000 for each block, there 
should be a rush to secure the perfect 
home site. NNE

Lifestyle blocks close 
to Mansfield

AT A GLANCE
‘Merinda Park’, Mansfield.
Vacant land, each lot between 2.8 Ha 
and 5.6 Ha approx. 
Price: $265,000 each.
Agent: Ruralco Mansfield: 5775 1444 
Danni Schneider: 0414 690 479

NNEGUIDE
AIRCONDITIONING / REFRIGERATION

New Homes | Renovations | Extensions | Commercial Buildings

p 03 5775 1947  
m 0419 158 145   
kynnersleybuilders.com.au 
builder@mansfield.net.au
2 Village Court, Mansfield

BUILDER 
PHONE: 5767 2348   
MOBILE: 0418 569 050
DBU 6339 HIA 519126 
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COMMITTED TO QUALITY

P A U L
S p i n k s

Domestic &  

Commercial  

Building  

Specialist

Open 7 days a week
• sands/soils •mulches/barks • gravels •stones

175 Mt Buller Rd, Mansfield  5779 1108
sales@mansfieldgardensupplies.com.au  www.mansfieldgardensupplies.com.au

Deliveries AvAilAble

‘Professionalism First’  Air Conditioning & Refrigeration Services 
Installation, Maintenance & Repair of all air conditioning 

& commercial refrigeration products.

Split systems, ducted split systems, multi head systems, 
all thermostat controlled systems, fridge display cabinets, 

glass door display fridges, freezer rooms 
& coolrooms, mobile cool/freezer rooms 

including all brands & models.

Dean & Elisa Grining 
0457 638 153  /  5776 2103 

ABN 73 692 375 242 
Lic No: L096428

M A N S F I E L D  C L I M A T E  C O N T R O L

ELECTRICIANS

FENCING

EILDON BILLABONG CAFE
AND CATERING SPECIALIST

Eat in or take away

Irene East • 5774 2714
19 MAIN ST, EILDON

Try our famous 
Billabong Burger!

Andrew Stace 0419 002 072
Mark Newman 0419 422 894
A/H 5774 2545 F 57723030
stacenewmanbuilders@hotmail.com  
365 Goulburn Valley Hwy Alexandra

• New Homes  
• Commercial Building  

• Extensions & Renovations  
• Pergolas & Decks  
• Quotes Provided  
• Permits Obtained

“Drilling the area since 1976”

Competitive quotes & sound advice  
Graham Brennan 0409 362 289  

Andy Brennan 0409 362 291
 

northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au

Water Bores

Collector wanting to buy 
Old / Antique Bottles & Old Advertising Signs

Gary Wallace
03 5762 1842
Benalla Check in the shed 

Buying - never selling

Chinese Ginger jars & pottery, 
demijohn, soda syphons 
& old oil bottles

 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
• Everything electrical • Domestic • Commercial  
• Undergrounds • Electrical Design • Trenching  

• Solar Installations
Ph 0418 543 310   etecelectrical.com.au

ELECTRICIAN

R
ec

 N
o 

12
90

6

Rural  |  Industrial  |  Post & Rail

Earth Works 
D7 Dozer

Alexandra & District Fencing

Servicing All Shires M: 0448 406 973

EARTHWORKSBUILDERS

COLLECTOR

CAFE GARDEN SUPPLIES

NORTH BY NORTH-EAST 105
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KITCHENS

HEATING / AIRCONDITIONING

EVERYTHING FOR THE TOP 
CHEF & THE HOME COOK

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday
5 Collopy St, Mansfield. Phone: 5779 1660
www.m-h-s.com.au   |   sales@m-h-s.com.au

MANSFIELD 
HOSPITALITY 

SUPPLIES

• Packaging
• Disposables
• Crockery
• Glasses
• Utensils 
• Knives

• Cleaning products
• Bulk chemicals
• Catering supplies
• Baking trays
• Commercial equipment 
• Chef uniforms

• Griffiths Coffee, Chai Tea, TeaDrop Tea 
• Free local delivery

0409 146 465  sales@murrindindikitchens.com   
38 Johnston St, Alexandra

Custom Built Kitchens
3D Kitchen Design

Creative Design & Quality
Granite & Reconstituted Stone

Laundries
Vanities

Wardrobes

Quality is never an accident  

Topstitch Upholstery & Antiques 
Traditional antique restoration 

General upholstery, motor trimming and canvas work
Custom hand made sofas 

Ian McCormick 
36 Oliver St YEA, 5797 2992 stichers@iinet.net.au 

Trade Qualified, over 30 years experience 
 

Sam Devere
0409 199 109

nehydronic@bigpond.com

North East
hydronic heating & air conditioning

• Boilers - Gas & Wood Fired
• Hydronic Service & Maintenance
• Floor Coil Heating System
• Designer Radiator Panels & Trench Heating
• Radiators & Heated Towel Rails
• Air Conditioning Ducted & Wall Hung

Sam Devere 0409 199 109
nehydronic@bigpond.com

STONEMASONRY

TREE SERVICES

*New Homes * Roof & Gutter * Sewer & Septics * High Pressure Sewer 
Jetter * Blocked Sewers  * Wood Heaters * Pipe & Cable Locator  

* Drain Camera * Water Tanks * Solar HWS  
 

 Excavators, Post hole, Rock breaker, Trencher & Tip truck hire
0419 553 803  tcplumbing@bigpond.com

Lic. No 37388Travis Capp 

Plumber & Gasfitter
Your plumbing specialists

Fixed price Residential Conveyance. 
$725 (inc GST) plus disbursements 
(Title and other document searches. 
External agency fees if applicable).

Please call for a competitive quote 
on all other property types.

T F5775 2744          5775 1395

9 High Street, Mansfield  |  PO Box 136, Mansfield VIC 3724

8283 Maroondah Hwy, Merton
Ph 03 5778 9507

45kg Gas Bottles 
Swap ‘n’ Go Gas Bottles 
LPG, Diesel  
Fuel Sales
Motor Accessories
Takeaway Food  

Fishing Tackle 
Bait
ABC Maps 
Australia Post 
Oils  
General Grocery

BP Merton General Store

LEGAL SERVICES

Call Al Seaton 0438 751 932
Office hours   Mon - Fri 8am-1pm  5775 1935 
Lot 3 Crosbys Lane, Mansfield

Professional tree 
care services for 
Mansfield & North East 

Victoria
 • Tree pruning & removal • Stump removal 

• Branch chipping • Mulch supplies 
• Qualified climbers & arborists  • Consultancy & tree reports  

 • Complete insurance • Obligation free quotations

info@highcountrytrees.com.au
www.highcountrytrees.com.au

SERVICE STATIONHOSPITALITY SUPPLIES

ROOFING

PLUMBING UPHOLSTERY

To advertise - Kelly 0417 869 608 or kelly@northbynortheast.com.au  |  Julie 0427 710 133 or julie@northbynortheast.com.au Annie 0412 169 664 or annie@northbynortheast.com.au  |  Stephanie 0409 702 427 or stephanie@northbynortheast.com.au

SKILLEDLOCALS

Alexandra 
Veterinary 
Clinic

Clinic Hours by appointment
 Phone. 5772 1600
 Mobile. 0408 576 456
49 Bayley Street, Alexandra 3714 

Dr Doug Norman  
 B Sc (Hons), B.V.Sc (Hons)

Dr Jacinta Kelly   

 B.V.Bio, B.V.Sc (Hons)

265 Mt Buller Rd, Mansfield www.mansfieldvet.com.au

24hr Emergency Service - 5775 2055

MANSFIELD VETERINARY CLINIC
Caring For 
Your Pets

All Animals All Hours

VETERINARY SERVICES

Loving 
what 
they do
Kynnersley Builders has 

been constructing homes in 
Mansfield for more than 20 
years. David Kynnersley started 

the business and now David’s son, 
Nathan and his wife Mandy run the 
show. 

“Dad is semi-retired, but he still helps 
out when he is not travelling,” Nathan 
laughs.

Nathan and Mandy’s home is a 
beautiful and bright contemporary home 
built, of course, by Kynnersley. 

Nathan was his dad’s apprentice and 
worked with him for eight years and 
then headed to Melbourne for six years 
where he met Mandy. 

“When we decided to start a family, 
there was no question that we would 
move back to Mansfield,” says Nathan. 

“Mansfield is a great town and we 
have enough work here. At the moment 
we are working on homes in Tolmie, 
Bonnie Doon, Sawmill and Jamieson.

“There is no one project I have liked 
better than another; they are all different.” 

However, there is one project that’s 
a bit of a stand-out and that Nathan is 
justifiably proud of; that’s the Mansfield 
Steiner School constructed with rammed 
earth.

Energy rating on new homes is 
important and Nathan works closely with 
IPS Building Services and Ben Willick of 
Willick Design. Nathan also works closely 
with other businesses and tradies around 
Mansfield. 

“We buy all our timber from Yenckens; 
it’s great to be able to use locals,” 
explains Nathan.

Apprentices also play a big part in 
Kynnersley Builders. 

“We believe in training 
apprentices; right now we have two, 
Brant Anselmi and Jessie Barber, 
both locals. They are vital to our 
business.” 

Nathan is born and bred in 
Mansfield. 

“My daughter Sienna is five and 
Taj is three and loves to help me 
out; he wants to be a builder,” says 
Nathan with a smile.

Nathan and Mandy both love 
being in Mansfield. Aside from their 
work, Nathan is “involved in the 
football and Mandy with the netball 
– and we love to water and snow ski 
and camp on the rivers.” NNE
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03 5721 4214 
www.stjohnsvillage.com.au

03 5721 4214 
www.stjohnsvillage.com.au

Care . Compassion . Respect


