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Special points of
interest:
 Breathing the Breath of
God in and out moves us
to worship Him in Service.
 I wonder, if God does not
show up in our churches
this Sunday how long
will it take for us to notice?
 Too often our churches
are structured around
bylaws that are intended
to maintain tradition or
hold the “bottom line”
rather than prepare us
for the movement of
God.
 When we fully understand this principle our
perspective moves from
“Working for God” or
“Doing God’s work” to
“Joining with God in His
work.” God leads, we
follow.
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What Is Your Philosophy of Ministry?
Biblically true Ministry
does not happen by accident. It is not accomplished
by human motivations or
mechanizations. Ministry is
God breathed, God empowered, organized God’s
Way and accomplished
when fulfilling God’s Will.
God breathed Motivation: Ministry is the direct
result of Worship. I am not
speaking of the mode or
method we use to conduct
a worship service, rather, it
is the worship of Romans
12:1-2:
“Therefore, brothers, by
the mercies of God, I urge
you to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God; this is
your spiritual worship.
[a] 2
Do not be conformed to
this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may
discern what is the good,
pleasing, and perfect will of
God.”
We are motivated to minister because of our love
for God. We minister as
the result of our intentional
walk with the Lord. Asking
a church member to sacrifice his time, energy, money and sweat in any minis-

By Mike O’Dell

try will only go as far as
that person has walked
with God and listened to
His voice and surrendered
his rights to the Lordship of
the King of Kings! Ministry
involvement is motivated
by spiritual vitality. Breathing the Breath of God in
and out moves us to worship Him in service.
God Empowered: Ministry effectiveness is not determined by the natural
abilities of those involved.
Programs may be, Events
may be, even Ministry endeavors may be deemed
successful by the skills and
talents of participants; but
Ministry that results in life
change only comes from
the activity of the Holy
Spirit. That is the exclusive
work of God. Spiritual Empowerment relies on the
movement of the Lord
through us. Spiritual empowerment is often thwarted by our reliance on natural abilities.
Zechariah 4:6: “So he
answered me, “This is the
word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by strength or
by might, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of
Hosts.”

How much of what we do
is merely religious activity
that serves to meet our
personal needs rather than
God’s eternal purpose of
transforming dead people
into living witnesses of His
love? I wonder, if God
does not show up in our
churches this Sunday how
long will it take for us to
notice?
God organized God’s
Way: Ministry is neither
chaotic nor is it contained.
When the Spirit of God
moves He moves with
power and authority and
intentionality. Those who
will experience a God
Breathed and Spirit Empowered Movement of God
must intentionally avoid
trying to control it. We must
simply prepare to receive
it. When the disciples
obeyed the instructions of
Jesus and waited on the
Holy Spirit in Acts 2:2ff…
they experienced God’s
Way…
“When the day of Pentecost had arrived, they were
all together in one
place. 2 Suddenly a sound

Continued to next page
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Your Philosophy, cont’d

“If Deacons meetings
or committee meetings
were organized more
around intense
prayer ... we might
experience more of
God’s presence in all
we do.”

like that of a violent rushing
wind came from heaven,
and it filled the whole
house where they were
staying. 3 And tongues, like
flames of fire that were divided, appeared to them
and rested on each one of
them. 4 Then they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in different languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability for
speech.”
I wonder how many of us
are prepared for God to
move like this today? Too
often our churches are
structured around bylaws
that are intended to maintain tradition or hold the
“bottom line” rather than
prepare us for the movement of God. Ministry organized God’s Way is flexible
and intentionally available
to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Our preparation for
His Way is totally dependent on prayer and a unified
search for His purpose and
power. If Deacons meetings or Committee meetings were organized more
around intense prayer rather than strategy planning
we might experience more
of God’s presence in all we
do.
God’s Will: Ministry that
is God Breathed, God Empowered and God Orga-

nized is also Dependent on
God’s Will! The results of
ministry are totally dependent upon Gods will and purpose. He will accomplish
His purpose. It is our privilege to be able to join Him
in His work.
1 Corinthians 3:6, “ What
then is Apollos? And what
is Paul? They are servants
through whom you believed, and each has the
role the Lord has given. 6 I
planted, Apollos watered,
but God gave the
growth. 7 So then neither
the one who plants nor the
one who waters is anything, but only God who
gives the growth. 8 Now the
one planting and the one
watering are one in purpose, and each will receive
his own reward according
to his own labor. 9 For we
are God’s coworkers.[e] You
are God’s field, God’s
building.”
When we fully understand this principle our perspective moves from,
“Working for God” or
“Doing God’s work” to
“Joining with God in His
work”. God Leads, we follow.
John 5:19-20,”Then Jesus replied, “I assure you:
The Son is not able to do
anything on His own, but
only what He sees the Fa-

ther doing. For whatever
the Father[f]does, the Son
also does these things in
the same way. 20 For the
Father loves the Son and
shows Him everything He
is doing, and He will show
Him greater works than
these so that you will be
amazed.”
I wonder why we spend
so little time listening to
what the Father wants to
reveal to us? Why so little
time watching to see where
He is working? Why do we
assume we know without
spending enough time with
Him?
Without time with Jesus
how will we receive His
motivation, His empowerment, His Way or His Purpose?
Ministry motivated by our
desires, empowered by our
abilities, organized our way
and seeking to accomplish
what pleases us is just not
worth the effort. That may
be why this generation is
leaving the organized
Church!
Isn’t it time we took another look at our philosophy of ministry?
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Glenrock Apartment Ministry, by Gene Flack
Several years ago Glenrock
Baptist Church adopted the
Act 1:8 mission emphasis to
focus on local, national, and
international missions. After
reviewing all our local mission endeavors we realized
we were too spread out and
not very focused. We were
doing a lot of good things,
but with very little cohesiveness and follow up. After
speaking with Dave Roth
about doing multi-housing
ministry, we decided to partner with a local apartment
complex, Knollwood Apts.
about 2 miles from our
Church. We chose this
apartment because the
apartment director is one of
our Church members. This
has been a great help in
planning our ministries there.
We found out there was another apartment complex
adjoining ours, and we
spoke to the director and
they were also glad to partner together.

tunity to connect with those
who do not come to our
events.

We began our ministry with
several “block parties” utilizing the YBA block party unit,
which was a great success
in connecting with the residents there. We provided
free hot dogs, and fun and
games for the children. We
have developed a good relationship with the residents
there (critical). For every
event, we hand out brochures at every apartment,
which gives us the oppor-

Although it was not our
goal, we now have multiple
folks coming to our Church
from the apartments. We run
our Church van there Sunday morning and night, and
Wednesday night, and many
participate in our services,
and they also assist in our
other Church ministries. We
have many children and
youth that participate in our
Church groups. We have
seen several come to Christ,

Our Mission goals were as
follows… (1) Establish a
good relationship of integrity,
trust, and caring (2) Begin
ministries that are helpful to
the residents there, but do
not cause a “dependency”
situation (3) start a men’s
and women’s Bible study
class (4) start a house
Church… (our original focus
was not to have them come
to our Church), (5) Evangelize and make Jesus known
as we are able and have
opportunity.
The results have been
amazing. We have done
multiple ministry there for
several years, such as help
fix minor car problems, move
furniture, help residents
move in, visit the sick, offer
counseling as needed, block
parties, children’s nights,
VBS, and other ministries.

and be baptized, and there
are others in the process of
making decisions. Several
are ready for baptism. We
have an active women’s Bible study group there, and
are beginning a men’s Bible
study class utilizing the
“storying” process.
During the week of July 25th
– August 1st we will have a
mission team from Virginia
coming to our Church, and
they will do daily ministries at
the apartments, such as
VBS, sports camps, etc…
This year, our Church also
agreed to have every other
Sunday night Church during
the summer at the apartments, doing various ministries such as movie night,
youth night, children’s night,
outdoor worship services,
etc…
I would encourage every
Church to partner with a multi-housing unit. This ministry
is not always easy, but it
does become very fruitful if
you continue in the work.
Without question, it is the
best “fishin hole” in town!
Thanks… Pastor Gene Flack

“Without question,
[multi-housing] is
the best ‘fishing
hole’ in town!”
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Pushing Back...
COLUMBUS, Ohio (BP) -The current and 16 former
Southern Baptist Convention

“...we strongly
encourage all Southern
Baptist pastors,
leaders, educators, and
churches to openly
reject any mandated
legal definition of
marriage...”

Word of God and the testimo-

As the nation's largest non-

ny of Jesus.

Catholic denomination with

Consequently, we will not

over 16 million members, we

presidents released a state-

accept, nor adhere to, any

stake our very lives and future

ment on biblical marriage and

legal redefinition of marriage

on the Truth of God's Word.

the national implications of

issued by any political or judi-

We also join together to sup-

same-sex marriage in a June

cial body including the United

port those who stand for natu-

17 news conference prior to

States Supreme Court. We will

ral marriage in the corporate

the concluding sessions of the

not recognize same-sex

world, the marketplace, edu-

SBC annual meeting in Co-

"marriages", our churches will

cation, entertainment, media

lumbus, Ohio.

not host same-sex ceremo-

and elsewhere with our pray-

nies, and we will not perform

ers and influence, and re-

such ceremonies.

sources.

A Baptist Press news story
on the statement and the
news conference, moderated

While we affirm our love for

Former SBC presidents

by SBC President Ronnie

all people, including those

signing the statement are Bai-

Floyd, is in process.

struggling with same-sex at-

ley E. Smith, SBC president,

traction, we cannot and will

1981-82; James T. Draper Jr.,

As Southern Baptist Chris-

not affirm the moral accepta-

1983-84; Charles F. Stanley,

tians, we are committed to

bility of homosexual behavior

1985-86; Jerry Vines, 1989-

Biblical faith and ethics. As a

or any behavior that deviates

90; Morris H. Chapman, 1991-

result, this body of Believers

from God's design for mar-

92; H. Edwin Young, 1993-94;

stands on the authority of

riage. We also believe reli-

James B. Henry, 1995-96;

Scripture and God's Truth as

gious freedom is at stake with-

Tom Elliff, 1997-98; Paige

central to our lives.

in this critical issue – that our

Patterson, 1999-2000; James

first duty is to love and obey

Merritt, 2001-02; Jack Gra-

God, not man.

ham, 2003-04; Bobby Welch,

The full statement follows:

What the Bible says about
marriage is clear, definitive

Therefore, we strongly en-

2005-06; Frank S. Page, 2007

biblical, traditional, natural

courage all Southern Baptist

-08; Johnny M. Hunt, 2009-10;

marriage as the uniting of one

pastors, leaders, educators,

Bryant Wright, 2011-12; and

man and one woman in cove-

and churches to openly reject

nant commitment for a life-

any mandated legal definition

time. The Scriptures' teaching

of marriage and to use their

on marriage is not negotiable.

influence to affirm God's de-

We stake our lives upon the

sign for life and relationships.

and unchanging. We affirm

Compiled by Baptist Press
editor Art Toalston.
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How Will God Use Your Church This Year?
Here are 19 easy ideas to
inspire you:
1. The 52 Challenge:
Members commit to personally invite one person—friend
or stranger—to church every
week this year, and write the
names on their personal calendar.
2. Plan a baby shower for a
local pregnancy center on
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday.
3. NearlyWed Seminar: Invite engaged couples
to an 8-week seminar before
church or during the week.
Each session is a topical Bible
study about marriage, with
homework and handouts. At
completion, couples get a
certificate and promote to
newlywed class.
4. Mission Trip Mania: Plan
several mission trips for the
year—local, national, international—and challenge members to either participate personally or help sponsor another participant.
5. Interactive Missions
Fair: Educate the entire
church about how your
church does missions both
locally and globally. Invite
missionaries your church supports and local ministries you
partner with to set up
booths.
6. Biggest Workday Ever:
Plan dozens of projects, involving all age groups. Chal-

lenge members and regular
attenders to commit at least
two hours for planting, painting, cleaning and other DIY
projects.
7. Host a Kite-Flying
Day: Encourage kids, teens
and adults to participate and
invite friends. Give awards for
highest, longest in flight, most
creative kite.
8. 1-2-3 Serve! Each small
group in the church plans a
servant evangelism project on
the same Saturday, blitzing
the entire community with
good works in Jesus’ name.
9. Stop & Pray Day: On
National Day of Prayer, use
an outside banner to invite
the community to come inside and pray. Play background music, light some candles and provide a simple
prayer guide, sign-in-book and
printed invitation to worship.
10. Outdoor Concert:
Invite the entire community
to a free outdoor concert on
the church lawn.
11. Thank Local Heroes:
Invite fire fighters, police
officers, emergency medical
personnel and others for a
special recognition service
and lunch at your church.
12. All-Church Picnic: Plan
a fun-filled day of food, games
and fellowship.
13. First Day, Moms
Pray: Host a tea for moms
just after they drop their kids

off for the first day of school.
Seat them by school or child’s
grade level for fellowship.
Pray for the moms and the
children. Provide a list of
church activities and worship
times.
14. Explosion Sunday: Kick
-off new small groups and
invite guests and unconnected
members to join one.
15. Singles Dream Team:
About one-third of adults in
your town are single. Form a
top-notch team to pray and
plan multiple small groups,
events and ministries for singles. Kick off with a single
adult retreat.
16. Digital Thanks:
Members submit one photo
and a two-word description
of something for which
they’re thankful. Show a media presentation of the photos before and after the service
17. Senior Adult Revival:
Plan a weeklong daytime
evangelistic revival for senior
adults. Serve lunch. Encourage
members to bring friends
who may not know Christ.
18. Holiday Food Baskets:
Organize, prepare and deliver
holiday food baskets to families and individuals in need.

You can find the complete list
of 52 ways on the front page
of our website!

Host a biannual or
quarterly event
for new church
members to
help them feel
welcome and
make friends.
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Going On A Mission Trip?
Are you traveling to another country on a mission trip? Teaching English is a wonderful way to
engage people in foreign
countries. Most foreigners
want to learn English and

teaching English opens
doors of opportunity to
tell others about Christ.
You do not need to know
how to speak a foreign
language to teach English.
If you are interested in

A Touch of Grace
How many ways do
the people in your mission field gather themselves in groups? How
many Volunteer Fire Departments are in your
area? How many Hunt
Clubs, Fishing Clubs, Bicycle Clubs, Motorcycle
Clubs, Sports Teams,
Camp Grounds etc. are
your church members
already part of? How
many Schools or MultiHousing Communities
are located within your
community? What about
those informal gatherings like the Mud Bogs?
You can add more to
the list.
What if you went into
those gatherings with a

learning more about this
opportunity, please contact Dot Whitmire at
ronanddot@comporium.net
or 803-548-0942.

by Mike O’Dell

servant heart looking for
ways to love those folks
and begin building relationships with them?
What if you prepared
the way with some serious prayer? What if you
went just to listen to
their stories? I mean listened long enough to
really begin to understand them and appreciate them for the unique
person they are? What if
that appreciation
bloomed into real compassion and love? What
if God gave you the privilege to share your story
of Grace and Salvation at
that point? What could
God do?

What if you began to
share the stories of the
Bible in conversational
ways that allowed them
to ask questions without
being judged? What if
your relationships and
bible stories became a
Life Group where people far from God could
experience life with
those who know God?
What could God do?
What if you heard the
voice of God inviting you
to be His instrument of
Grace for one of those
groups of people listed
above? What could God
do?
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It has been an amazing spring and amazing year at the Baptist Collegiate Ministry. God has
graciously increased our influence on campus and we are praying that He will do so more
and more. Here are some highlights of our spring semester:



An average of 112 students attended our weekly Refuge worship gathering. Our highest attendance of
the semester was 150.



Over 100 students were involved in weekly small group Bible studies using Francis Chan and David
Platt’s Multiply material. Those groups were a continuation of groups formed in the fall semester.



Our students logged over 500 service hours in service projects through our spring break mission trip
and helping provide child care for our local churches.



3

local YBA churches, including 2 church plants, were involved in providing dinner for students on
Thursday nights. Several have continued to have increased Sunday attendance by college students.
On the year, our local churches provided 2970 meals for college students on Thursday nights.



14 YBA churches and one new church plant, provided financial support to Winthrop BCM in order
for ministry to continue.



BCM continues to partner with United International Ministries to provide Friendship Dinners for
international students, once a month.



19 BCM students will be serving in summer missions opportunities through BCM and local churches.
In addition, 6 are serving on staff at Christian camps this summer, including SummerSalt and Camp
LaVida.



We saw two students come to faith in Jesus this year. We saw those, as well as four others, baptized by
local churches.

Summer is a time for us to reflect on what God has done and to begin preparing for what God will do in
the fall. As amazing as our year has been, we know that there is great spiritual need on our campus.
Would you pray that God will use our students to bring the hope of the Gospel to our campus? If you
would like to receive our monthly prayer updates, send an email to winthropbcm@gmail.com asking to be
placed on the list and we will make sure you are added. We greatly appreciate the love and support from
our YBA churches!

Jack Blankenship, Campus Minister, Winthrop BCM
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Rev. and Mrs. Charles Tanner Retire
With sadness in our hearts,
NewKirk Baptist Church had
to say goodbye to our pastor of

that he was a ‘Demon Deacon’.
Prior to his tenure at

10 ½ years, Charles L. Tanner,

NewKirk, he served at Abbots

and his wife, Linda. Pastor

Creek Baptist Church in Tur-

Charles, 79, announced his

key, North Carolina and First

retirement in November 2014

Baptist Church in Garner,

and delivered his final sermon

North Carolina. He also

as Senior Pastor on January

served for years as a liaison for

24, 2015. Following the wor-

the Baptist Children’s Homes

ship service, we honored his

of North Carolina.

service with a church-wide
covered dish meal.

Pastor Tanner, was called to
NewKirk Baptist as our Inter-

Born in Charlotte, North

im Pastor in 2004. He served

Carolina on July 15, 1939,

as interim for approximately

Pastor Charles graduated from

15 months prior to being

Harding High School and

called as our full time Pastor.

then attended Mars Hill Col-

Under his leadership,

lege and Wake Forest Semi-

NewKirk began work on build-

nary. He never let us forget

ing our Family Life Center in

2008. It was completed in
2010. Also during this period,
we converted our original multipurpose facility into a sanctuary. Under his direction, we
also obtained a church bus for
our transportation needs.
NewKirk Baptist was blessed
by his leadership and by his
passion to grow God’s kingdom. We were proud to call
him Pastor, and friend. He
and Linda will be greatly
missed.
We pray for Charles and
Linda’s continued health and
wellbeing and that God will
use him mightily in his future
endeavors.

World Changers!
Twenty years! Twenty

following churches for

VBS or mission trips or

years of sandwiches and

feeding our crews this

youth camp this week but

watermelon, hamburgers

year: Bethel, Catawba,

you made the sacrifice to

and chips, pizza and

College Park, FBC Fort

feed World Changers any-

brownies, and enough

Mill, Flint Hill, Grace Col-

way and I hope that each

Gatorade and bottles of

lective, Hillcrest, Lake-

of you received a blessing

water to fill an Olympic

wood, NewKirk, North

for this. Thank you again.

pool! Thank you to ALL of

Rock Hill, Northside,

our churches who have

Pleasant Valley, Provi-

fed, prayed for, helped set

dence, Red Path, Sharon,

up or tear down through

Sisk Memorial, and

the 20 years of our World

Woodhaven. I hope I

Changers projects. I want

didn’t leave anyone out. I

to especially thank the

know many of you had

God bless,

Tammy Wallace
Associational Co0rdinator
World Changers, Rock Hill

Upcoming Dates of Importance
July 6

YBA Offices Closed in Observance of Independence Day

August 20

Executive Committee Meeting, YBA Office, 11:30 a.m.

September 7

YBA Offices Closed in Observance of Labor Day

September 30

Deadline to return ACP Reports to YBA Office

October 18

YBA Annual Session Meeting, Location TBA

November 5

York County CWJC Fundraiser Dinner (look for more details in the Fall Issue of
The Advance!)

November 26

YBA Offices Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving

December 21-25

YBA Offices Closed in Observance of Christmas
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