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OUR SHEPHERD’S MESSAGE

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

Our Lenten journey towards Easter is one of re-
pentance and reconciliation with God, our
neighbour and ourselves. Its purpose is to bring
us closer to our intended destination which is
the arrival to the port of salvation, made possible
by the Cross and Resurrection. May this holy
season be a time to renew our hearts, and to
strengthen our faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ris-
en from the dead.

Our message for this edition of eMarounia high-
lights three major events in the Australian Cath-
olic Church, our Maronite Church, and the Uni-
versal Church.

Firstly:

You may be aware that His Eminence George Cardinal Pell, former

Archbishop of Sydney, was appointed as Prefect of the Secretariat for
the Economy in the Vatican. On behalf of the tens of thousands of
Australian Maronites who share our admiration and respect for His
Eminence, we offer His Eminence our warmest congratulations and
priestly solidarity for this “joyful news”.

His Eminence was very supportive of our Maronite Church, institutions
and schools. We were very fortunate for our correlation with him, as he
enlightened us with his wisdom, teaching, and diligence. His
commitment to education and teaching the doctrine of the Church is a
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We wish him well in his new position and we accompany him with
our prayers that the Lord may grant him the graces needed for his
new office.

Secondly:

We would like to invite you to a special event taking place at St
Charbel’s Church on Palm Sunday. As a result of an initiative from the
Middle Eastern Bishops who called for an ecumenical assembly to
celebrate the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem, a gathering for parishes of
the Greenacre-Punchbowl area will be held at St Charbel’s Church
grounds, on Sunday 13 April 2014. This will be an occasion to pray
for the Churches and their communion.

The Palm Sunday Liturgy will take place at 10:30am followed by the
ecumenical prayers at midday. We invite you and your families to
partake this glorious event with us.

Thirdly:

The Universal Church will be celebrating on the 27t of April a very
joyful occasion: the canonization of Blessed Popes John XXIII and John
-Paul II. There are many lessons to be learned from these two great
Popes. They urge members of the faithful to take their faith into their
lives, and to be a light to the world, as they were.

Brothers and Sisters, like the blessed Popes, let us take advantage of
the Great Lenten Season, to put our faith into action and move closer
to sainthood. We are invited to not allow ourselves to be too caught
up in earthly desires, but instead, let us make time for the sacraments,
for prayer and charitable acts.

Let us seek to life in communion with God the Father, the love of His
Only Son, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit within the intimacy of
own souls.

In God’s Love,

+Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Maronite Bishop of Australia
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Bishop Tarabay on a Mission with
“Maronites on Mission”

Under the patronage and accompanied by His Excellency Bishop,
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, a group of young Maronites
travelled to the poorest of the poor area of the Philippines to
provide medical aid, social and financial assistance to those
IN THIS IS residing there, mounting over $54,000.00
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"Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” Mat 25 :40
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Inspired by and always faithful to the Maronite-Catholic faith, “Maronites on Mission”
hopes that through their work, a tangible change can be made in the lives of others.

“Maronites on Mission” (MoM) is a Christian, charitable, voluntary organisation which
endeavours to bring the words of the Gospel to life.

rbel Tarabay
,EV

, Mrs Elise Chedid
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Maronite Clergy Retreat
January 2014

Between 20 and 24 January 2014, His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
presided over his first retreat for Maronite clergy, attended by approximately
35 priests and one deacon. Held at St Joseph’s Centre for Reflective Living at
Baulkham Hills, it offered the clergy an unhurried time consecrated to prayer,
contemplation, discussion, planning and consultation.

It is easy to choose a highlight: it was the daily liturgical round. Each day began
with Morning Prayer, was centred on the Holy Mass, enriched with Evening
Prayer, and closed with rosary and Adoration. The chapel was the true
banqueting room of the retreat, and the locus of our most vivid memories.

For the first four days, after the sacred Liturgies, Bishop Mounjed El-Hachem
guided the participants through a close and careful reading of Evangelii
Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation. His
Excellency’s comments were designed to assist clergy in applying these insights
to themselves, and to bringing them to life in their parochial work. Often
humorous, and even provocative at times, the Bishop’s comments rarely failed
to stir up animated question and answer sessions.
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There, His Excellency shared with
us, in a specially frank and infor-
mal way, the hopes and plans
which had been formulated as he
 patiently discerned the movement
of the Spirit in our Eparchy at just
this time. There, the internal and
external aspects of life in the world
| were brought together, in the ser-
vice of the Kingdom of God. Or, to
use the words of the Eparchy’s
motto: we seek to live in
“Faithfulness and Openness”.
Many of the clergy will also have benefitted from the opportunity to mix and ex-
change views with fellow clerics. This is perhaps especially important for those
who hail from inter-State, and are not constantly in contact with many other
priests. It is critical for all of us, not only priests, to seek out fresh ideas and ob-
tain instruction. But priests do need this, badly, as their responsibilities are so
heavy: and what responsibility matches the care of souls?

To have a united Church, it is necessary to balance many elements: spirit and
body, ideal and practicality, quiet and occupation, the Martha and the Mary in
each of us. It was good to be together around the altar with our new bishop.
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Homily delivered by
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Friday 7 February 2014
On the occasion of the
Feast of St Maroun

Dearly beloved in Christ,

This is the first time that I celebrate
the feast of St Maroun with you as
your bishop. Each time now that I
come to celebrate these holy days with
you, and to prepare my homilies, the
Gospel appears before me fresh and
new, for I come to it with a need I
have never had before: the need to
nourish the flock entrusted to me with
the words of the Lord.

I do not speak as someone separate or a stranger to you. The more I am with
you, the more I feel that I am from you, serving, not ruling; tending, not taking.

The parable of the Mustard Seed is very significant for our Maronite Church
and it is one of the many powerful parables with which Our Lord taught. This
plant had the smallest seeds of any plant in ancient Galilee, and yet it grew to
be the largest bush of all, often being the size of a small tree in which birds
would make their homes. Our Lord used this as a symbol of the Kingdom of
Heaven, for like the mustard bush, it begins from something very small — a
simple act of faith in God and the teaching he revealed — and it grows into
something far greater, so that even the birds of heaven would live within its
shade and protection.

Dearly beloved, our Maronite Church is also like the mustard seed. We
celebrate tonight the feast of Saint Maroun, the hermit, the priest and the monk
who lived about 1600 years ago in the hills of Syria, curing the people of illness,
and converting them to the true faith.
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Saint Maroun founded a spiritual movement, made up of monks, nuns and
people of every walk of life, who believed in Jesus Christ and preached the good
news of the Gospel. Those converted to Christianity by the disciples of St
Maroun in the whole region of Antioch were called Maronites. The small seeds
planted by a humble hermit have flourished into a large tree in Lebanon and all
lands of the Expansion. And today, the Maronites continue to bear witness to
their faith with zeal and loyalty all around the world, especially in our Diocese
of St Maroun here in Australia where the Maronites, especially our youth, take
great pride in their traditions, spirituality and identity.

The feast of St Maroun is a reminder to all of us that it is by going back to our
spiritual roots, to St Maroun, that we can understand the symbol of our unity.
And this unity endures because it is rooted in the Truth, in Jesus Christ. And this
truth sets us free as Our Lord tells us: “And you shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you our progress in regards
to our seven priorities in our pastoral plan for the coming seven years. This plan
was announced in August of last year, at the Feast of the Assumption of Our
Lady, three months after my appointment as Bishop for the Eparchy of St
Maroun.
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In respect of the first, vocations, we have now established a clear and workable
program to promote, nurture and sustain vocations. It shall commence with a
spiritual retreat in Lent of this year. The details shall shortly be made known
throughout the Eparchy. We are also adding a new presbytery for our priests
above the Community and Youth Centre at Our Lady of Lebanon to aid the
existing vocations.

Our second priority is the young. We have re-energized the Maronite Youth
Diocesan Council, opening the Episcopal residence to them for functions, and
organizing them into one unified group made up of smaller teams in each
parish. In 2015, we shall bring them together for a National Youth Convention,
so that our youth may feel their unity as Australian Maronites.

Families are our third priority, and we have given new impetus to
MaroniteCare, which supports them in so many ways, with counselling and
more concrete services.

The nursing homes being built at Our Lady of Lebanon, Harris Park and at St
Charbel’s, Punchbowl give evidence of our commitment to the fourth priority:
the dignified and professional care of our elderly.
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Our fifth priority is the pressing social problems. We are going to place the
Whitestone project beneath the umbrella of MaroniteCare to ameliorate the
problems of addictions. On this point, I would like to share with you the great
news that we have found the land where this project will hopefully be built.
Even if we ourselves are, by the grace of God, free of these, and even if our
families are untouched by these scourges, they are still our concerns, for our
community stands united in its care for the weakest and the saddest of its
members. I will also mention here Maronites on Mission, which feeds the
homeless and assists the homebound. This past January, I accompanied them to
the Philippines where they worked with the very poorest of the poor, providing
medical care, food and social assistance.

Maronite Outreach has been our sixth priority, and many of you have already
signed up to eMarounia, and are kept informed of developments by its monthly
bulletins. I have also established a Maronite Lawyers Guild to bring together our
solicitors and barristers in one society for their mutual benefit, and to strengthen
the Eparchy. We are also in advanced planning for the establishment of new
parishes.

Our seventh priority is the Diocesan Pastoral Synod, which will, when it meets
in a few years’ time, take stock of all we have done so far, and where and how
we should proceed.
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This is a quick overview of some of our work over the last seven months and
we pray that, through the grace of God and your support, we will keep
working together for our Maronite Church, the church rooted in the spirituality
of Kadisha and Qannoubine and faithful to the sacred tradition and the
teachings of our Catholic Church and led by the consecutive Patriarchs over the
years. Allow me to mention tonight our current shepherd, His Eminence and
Beatitude Mar Beshara Boutros Cardinal Rai who will be visiting Australia this
November. This visit will be an integral part of our work this year.

Dearly Beloved in Christ, we are Australian Maronite Catholic of Lebanese
background. We are proud citizens of Australia. We have accomplished much
here and contributed much. We are loyal to Australia. It is our country. And we
know how much our country does for its citizens and we are grateful for this
great nation. This year, in the Australia Day Honours List, a number of
Maronites have received public accolade for their efforts. I am speaking of our
beloved children: Mr Louis Fleyfel in Victoria and Mr Anwar Harb in New
South Wales. I would also like to highlight the nomination of Mr Elie Akouri as
a Cultural Ambassador on Australia Day. I congratulate them all.

Allow me on this occasion, to acknowledge the presence of our distinguished
guests who have joined us tonight to celebrate the feast of St Maroun. I thank
His Excellency Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, Apostolic Nuncio to
Australia, for his presence with us on this special occasion. Your Excellency,
thank you for traveling from Canberra to be with us and for your support,
prayers and friendship, especially in these first few months of my episcopate.
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Your Excellency Professor Marie Bashir, we welcome you at St Maroun’s
Cathedral. We are honoured that you and Sir Nicholas were able to join us
tonight. Our gratitude also goes to The Hon Barry O’Farrell, Premier of NSW,
for changing his previous plans to join us tonight. We are proud to count you a
friend of the Lebanese and Maronite community. A warm welcome to the
Bishops, Ministers and Members of Parliament to whom I know this is an
extremely busy time. Our gratitude also goes to all of you present here tonight.
You have enriched this celebration by your presence and prayers.

Dearly beloved, let us reflect again on the parable of the mustard seed. Our
Lord tells us that the Kingdom of Heaven is a kingdom that is growing
exponentially and a place for us to have a shelter, like the birds. We are those
birds of heaven who seek protection in the living tree which is Jesus Christ, Our
Lord and God. The Kingdom of Heaven is a refuge for all of us. May we always
be faithful to this Kingdom, faithful to God, to the Maronite Church and to
Australia. And may we stand for openness to the diversity in our Australian
society and to all it offers us, to other religions, and for openness to the poorest
of the poor and those who need us.

May the Almighty Lord God by the intercession of our Father, St Maroun,
protect and bless our country Australia. May He grant peace to all countries
and nations especially Lebanon and Syria. Let us pray that we remain together
in the unity of love and faith: for love lives only in a heart which is faithful,
open and remembering. Amen.
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Celebrating the Feast Day of St Maroun

Friday 7 February 2014 was the feast of St Maroun, and the Cathedral was
witness to an episcopal celebration of the Divine Liturgy, led by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, together with a number of priests from the
Eparchy, and a large audience made up of the faithful and various political and
social figures. Parishioners attended from all over Sydney, not only to celebrate
the Mass but also to help with the all day’s and evening’s work, not least, the
popular baking and selling of fresh bread.

Why is it that people from all over Sydney, and even from beyond, converge on
the Cathedral at this time? In part, it is because the Cathedral is, and has been
for 125 years, the historical and spiritual home of the Maronites in Australia,
and many people still feel the connection to the days when it was our only
Church. In part, it is because St Maroun himself is the patron of our Church.
His name gives a distinctive stamp to our unique identity, and so the Cathedral
represents our spirituality in a very special way. But most of all, people travel
to the Cathedral, almost in pilgrimage, because the Eparchy is one, under one
bishop, in one faith, with one Eucharist, and people feel the need for unity, and
to express that unity at the Cathedral.
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During the feast week, the women, assisted by the men for heavy duty carrying
and lifting, blend the dough and bake Lebanese pastries and sweets, which they
sell not only to Maronites but to the locals and passers-by. Then, at the end of
the week, there is a barbecue with music and dancing. The stewardship
committee and clergy labour long behind the scenes in order to plan the feast
and all the associated activities. It is difficult to find the words to adequately
express our gratitude to these hardworking people. Many, even many elderly
parishioners arrive early in the day to work, and leave late at night to rest,
before coming back the next day. This is indeed the spirit of St Maroun.
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Eastern Bishops of Australia Meet at Beit Maroun

On 15 January 2014, the Eastern Bishops and Church representatives
of Australia held their meeting at Beit Maroun. The meeting
commenced with a prayer. Then they discussed issues that are of
concern to all Eastern Christians in Australia and how to strengthen
their existence in the wider society. The Bishops meet to determine
how best to further its purposes in relation to liturgy, spirituality,
theology, and education of the faithful. At the end of the meeting,
they were invited to a fraternity meal.

The Australian Eastern Bishops Commission is established to further
the interests of Eastern churches in Australia, and may take all
necessary and appropriate steps to promote the spiritual life of
Eastern Christianity in Australia.
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Maronite Catholic Society Youth

The mission of the Maronite Catholic Society Youth Committee is to
assist the Eparchy in addressing youth interests and needs with a
particular focus on engaging the young people of the Maronite
community to be active in all the domains of society, including and not
limited to politics, social, culture and others.

The Maronite Catholic Society Youth endeavours to be engaged with
the community and participate in the development process of
democracy and mutual living and dialogue; whether through a
discussion in a meeting, or by correspondence.

Djemila-Sarah Yamin
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PARISH NEWS

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish, Wollongong

The Parishioners of Our Lady of Lebanon
Wollongong were Dblessed with the
s presence of His Excellency Bishop Mounjed
"W El Hachem, former Apostolic Nuncio for
¢ Kuwait and the Gulf Countries. His Excel-
| lency presided the Divine Liturgy, and met
the parishioners of Wollongong, many of
"} which for the first time.

In his homily, he emphasised on the im-
portance of the Christian existence in the
Middle East, and that in Australia is equal-
ly important. The Eastern Christian exist-
ence in Australia has been going for many
years and should continue to flourish and
grow for the upcoming generations. It is

N

~our duty as Maronites to keep the heritage
alive and pass it on to our youth, who will in turn do the same.
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-ETY NEWS

‘SORRY WE HAVE NO SPACFE’

The book title evokes the nativity narrative when
Saint Joseph found no room at the inn. In this
memoir, a Maronite voice struggles to find room
in newspaper pages because it questions stereo-

types.

Twenty years later, author Joseph Wakim OAM
became one of Australia’s most published inde-
pendent columnists on issues of identity and mo-
rality. The inspiring true story explains how and
B why this happened, and reveals how our creed is
UL tested when we face crises. Maronite clergy are in-
troduced as beacons of hope in the darkest hours.

After being widowed with three children, Joseph's private war against
cancer emboldened his public war against racism. He sharpened his
pen and pointed it publicly at injustice and inhumanity. While work-
ing with street kids and refugees, he asks ‘what is a Good Samaritan?’
In the post “‘Arab Spring’ Levant, he asks if Christians have become an
‘endangered species’?

The book is available nationally at all major book shops or via publish-
er Connor Court: http:/ /bit.ly /18pMITK.

The author can be contacted @Wakim] or 0407 516 470.
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DIOCESAN DIRECTORY

Maronite Bishop of Australia

His Excellency, Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay
Vicar General

Msgr Marcelino Youssef

Episcopal Vicars

Msgr Shora Maree

Msgr Emmanuel Sakr

Fr Elie Nakhoul MLM

CHANCERY

40 Alice Street HARRIS PARK NSW 2150
PO Box 385 STRATHFIELD NSW 2135
Phone: +61 2 9633 2900

Fax: +61 2 9633 2544

OFFICE OF THE MARONITE BISHOP
Phone: + 61 2 8898 1535

PARISHES

Sydney

St Maroun’s Cathedral

Church Address

627 Elizabeth St,

REDFERN NSW 2016

Postal Address

PO Box 1091,

STRAWBERRY HILLS NSW 2012
Ph: (02) 9318 2148 Fax: (02) 9699 4672
Dean: Msgr Emmanuel Sakr
Assistant Priests: Fr Antoun Chidiac, Fr Maroun Kazzi,
Fr Loubnan Tarabay

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral

40 Alice St, HARRIS PARK NSW 2150

Ph: (02) 9689 2899 Fax: (02) 9689 2068

Parish Priest: Msgr Shora Maree, EV

Assistant Priests: Fr Antoun Bou-Antoun, Fr Pierre El Khoury,

Fr Paul Joubeir, Fr Tony Sarkis, Fr Raphael Abboud, Fr Claude Rizk
Community Support: Fr Bernard Assi

St George’s Church

Church Address

2 Yarrara Ave (PO Box 65)
THORNLEIGH NSW 2120

Ph: (02) 9481 7388 Fax: (02) 9481 7399
Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad, MLM
Assistant Priests: Fr Boutros Samia, MLM
Deacon: Nagi Dimian

St Joseph’s Church

7 Acton St, CROYDON NSW 2132

Ph: (02) 9744 8514 Fax: (02) 9715 5067

Administrator: Fr Elie Nakhoul MLM EV

Assistant Priests: Fr Youssef Abouzeid, Fr Youssef Matta,
Fr Yuhanna Azize

St Rafqa’s Parish

135 Eighth Avenue, AUSTRAL NSW 2179
Phone: 0431 486 089

Parish Priest: Fr Nabil Wehbe

St John the Beloved Church

Congregation of the Lebanese Maronite Missionaries
63 George St,

MOUNT DRUIT NSW 2770

Ph: (02) 9625 8985

Fax: (02) 9625 9779

Parish Priest: Fr Maroun Moussa

Assistant Priest: Fr Bassem Zaynoun, Fr John Kady,
Fr Mansour Younis, Fr Thab Chamoun

St Charbel’s Church

Lebanese Maronite Order

142 Highclere Ave,

PUNCHBOWL NSW 2196

Ph: (02) 9750 6000 Fax: (02) 9750 3910

Email: principal@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au

Parish Priest: Fr Joseph Sleiman

Assistant Priests: Fr Boulos Kerbage, Fr Elie Rahme,
Fr Chalita Boustany, Fr Milad Azzi, Fr Ronny Chaheen

Wollongong

Our Lady of Lebanon Church

74 — 78 Denise St,

LAKE HEIGHTS NSW 2502

Administrator: Msgr Marcelino Youssef, VG

Adelaide

St Maroun’s Church

379 Goodwood Rd,

WESTBOURNE PARK SA 5041

Ph: (08) 8271 0806, Fax: (08) 8271 8368
Parish Priest: Fr Louis Saad

Brisbane

St Maroun’s Church

29 Bunya St,
GREENSLOPES QLD 4120
Ph/Fax: (07) 3394 4994
Parish Priest: Fr Fadi Salame

Melbourne

Our Lady of Lebanon Church
Church Address:

230 Normbany Ave,

THORNBURY VIC 3071

Office Address:

31 Comas Grove,

THORNBURY VIC 3071

Ph: (03) 9480 2059 Fax: (03) 9480 2635
Parish Priest: Msgr Joseph Takchi
Assistant Priests: Fr Alain Fares

Order of Antonine Monks: Fr Edmond Andraos, Fr Hovig Boudakian &
Fr Charles Hitti.

Visit our website

www.maronite.org.au
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