
“The Joy of the Gospel” 

 

The Church’s journey during the Season of the Glorious Birth of Our Lord 
is marked with hope that revitalises the lives of the faithful, and enchants 
their hearts with the greatest event in the history of humanity; the  
encounter of heaven and earth and the unity of God and man in the  
person of Jesus Christ, Son of God, incarnated for the salvation of people. 

Many dangers threaten peace and harmony in our world.  Sadness  
confronts those who look for true happiness in our society but do not find 
it. Dark and frightening tunnels face those who are in search for Jesus our 
Lord. But “the Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who  
encounter Jesus”, as proclaimed by the Holy Father Pope Francis in his 
recently published Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium” (the Joy of 
the Gospel). 

In this third edition of eMarounia magazine, I call upon the children of the 
Maronite Eparchy of Australia to read this exhortation and respond to the 
recommendations of the Holy Father – to return to the roots of Christian 
holiness, to the person of Jesus Christ.  We reclaim the original brilliance 

of the Gospel and work towards the pastoral regress and apostolic renewal.  Therefore, each one of us is called to 
become a sign of hope, and contributes towards activating the revolution of love, compassion, and faith, which 
has begun by the incarnation, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. 

As followers of Jesus Christ and believers in His Church, who responded to His echoing appeal “Come, follow 
me” (Mt 19:21).  We live today in a very hostile and aggressive environment.  This adversity is also towards the 
Church, its priests, the consecrated people in religious orders . “In all these things we overcome, because of Him 
who loved us” (Rm 8:37). Jesus himself was born and lived in a very hostile environment and He made the  
revolution of salvation and peace. The Apostles and the Early Church also lived in a very hostile environment, 
and they were able to make the change by preaching the good news of the Gospel, making the Church an oasis of 
hope and a fountain of salvation. 

How wonderful it would be if the Season of the Birth of our Lord this year becomes a season of spiritual renewal 
and a revolution of love.  So we respond to His Holiness’ call to allocate time for prayer and contemplation and 
participate in the survey preceding the Special Synod of Bishops to be held in Rome, in October 2014, on the 
"pastoral challenges of the family in the context of evangelization." 

Finally, I call upon the families in our Eparchy to pray with each other and for each other, asking the Holy  
Family of Nazareth, for the homeless families who are suffering war and persecution, especially those in Syria.  
We also remember in our prayer to the Holy Family – the two kidnapped bishops, the vanished priests, and the  
recently kidnapped nuns, as it is unknown whether they are alive or dead.  We pray to our Lord Jesus to give the 
political leaders the grace to work for peace. We ask the Virgin Mary to console the broken and frightened hearts 
and Saint Joseph to grant patience to those under stress and persecution.  Let us all proclaim “Glory be to God in 
the Highest, and peace on Earth for those He favours” (Lk 2:14). 

+ Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 
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Diocesan Faith and Light Committee 
Raise funds in support of  

Anta Akhi “You are my brother” 
 
On Friday 15 November 2013, the Diocesan Faith and Light  
Committee, held a fundraising dinner, with the blessing and in the 
presence of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay. 

The Dinner aims to raise funds in support of  Anta Akhi (You are my 
brother), an organisation based in Lebanon to help handicapped 
children lead a happy and hopeful life despite the difficulties that 
come with disabilities.  
 
Earlier this year, the roof of  the house 
of Anta Akhi collapsed leaving the 
residents homeless.  Further to Fr 
Youssef Matta’s visit to Lebanon, who 
is no stranger to this organisation and 
a regular supporter of its activities, he 
was moved by this sight.  Hence the 
fundraiser. 
 
With thanks to many friends and  
supporters, the dinner was very  
successful. 
 
May God bless all those who helped 
and supported the cause, whether by 
attending the dinner, donating,  
helping organise, promoting or by any 
other assisting to help make the din-
ner a great success. 
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Maronite Lawyers Guild 
Friday 8 November 2013  

 
On 8 November 2013, His Excellency Bishop Antoine-
Charbel Tarabay inaugurated the Maronite Lawyers 
Guild with a solemn celebration of the Divine Liturgy 
at St Maroun’s Cathedral. The Mass was well  
attended by up to 200 of the faithful, of whom at least 
120 were lawyers, including the Attorney-General 
Greg Smith SC MP, and the Guild’s patron, Judge 
Kevin Coorey. At both the Mass and the reception af-
terwards, His Excellency emphasised that the Guild 
has a spiritual nature and purpose. It is not just a 
“club for lawyers”. No, it is an association for souls. 

 
His Excellency stated: “The Guild which I am 
inaugurating this evening is intended to be a  
support in striving for holiness in our daily lives. It 
can be an instrument for the New Evangelisation, the 
reintegration of the Gospel into the lives of Christians: 
the conversion of nominal believers into the reality of 
a faith community. If this Guild succeeds, and its  
success rests in our hands – not only my own but also 
yours – then its aims and experience can be applied to 
other professions, trades and crafts. We bring the New 
Evangelisation into our workplaces. This Guild could 
be a beacon of light for all of our Australian society, and not only for my little flock.” 
 
The essence of the Guild is spiritual. We approach the spiritual through our daily lives and 

our companionship. Over 120 people remained for at 
least an hour and a half, chatting animatedly, and en-
joying the benefits of our diligent interim committee’s 
planning: we thank you, Theresa Sukkar, Charbel  
Azzi, Anthony Bazouni, Robert Boulos and Matthew 
Semaan, plus Danny Eid and Maronite chancery 
team. And now for the future: legal talks with an  
ethical twist over dinner, retreats, and Masses.  
Queries may be directed to Fr Yuhanna Azize the 
G u i l d  c h a p l a i n ,  o r  v i a  e m a i l  t o  
lawyersguild@maronite.org.au. 

O U R  E P A R C H Y  
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Maronite Catholic Society  
Celebrate 25 years 

 
On Friday 1 November 2013, the Maronite Catholic Society celebrated their Silver Jubilee, at a 
dinner, held with the blessing and in the presence of His Excellency, Bishop Antoine-Charbel 
Tarabay,  the Ambassador of Lebanon in Australia, Dr Jean Daniel and Mrs Daniel, His  
Excellency Bishop Rabbat, many other religious and civil leaders and representatives of  
Christian denominations and other faiths. 

 
Having been established for twenty five years, the Society has demonstrated its utmost concern 
to assist the Eparchy in promoting our Maronite identity and heritage in the Australian society. 
And in its twenty-fifth year, the Society gifts the Maronite Church the Maronite Catholic  
Society Youth Group.  
 
In his speech, His Excellency congratulated the members for their dedication “Tonight, we also 
pay tribute to the members of the Maronite Catholic Society, past and present. We recognize 
the long-serving members and those people who are no longer with us. We applaud all the 
work that the Maronite Catholic Society accomplished:  
 
On the Lebanese level, you fostered a vital links with the cultural roots of our ancestors, 
 
On the Australian level, you nurtured inculturation of Maronite values into the Australian  
society,  
 
And on the Eastern level, you encouraged dialogue with the other Eastern Churches.” 
 
We, in turn congratulate and thank the members for their patronage to the activities of the  
Eparchy, and support in any way possible to your Bishop.  These are symbols of your passion 
to your tradition and your eagerness to perpetuate your Maronite faith. May Our Lord grant 
you His eternal rewards for your years of dedication and service.  
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St Maroun’s College Dulwich Hill 
Honours Bishop Tarabay 
Friday 15 November 2013 

 
On Friday 15 November 2013, Sr Josephine Wehbe 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
St Maroun’s College Dulwich Hill, celebrated the 
first visit of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-
Charbel Tarabay to the College since his  
installation as 4th Maronite Bishop of Australia. 
 
The students welcome the Bishop with a guard of 
honour, where Lebanese and Australian flags on 
each side.  
 

The day began with the Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency, concelebrated by a  
number of Maronite priests, in the presence of  the Sisters of the Holy Family, and selected  
social and political leaders. 

Sr Josephine, in her address, said “since your episcopal ordination, you reminded us of who we really 
are. As a former educator and principal of St Charbel’s College, you taught us that the rich heritage of 
the Maronite traditions and spirituality must be handed to the future generations. 
 
You have a firsthand understanding and appreciation of the fundamental role of education in the life of 
young people to prepare them for the real world and to be able to develop their skills. 
 
You inspired our teachings with your episcopal motto “faithfulness and openness”.   
 
With you we remain faithful to our Holy Catholic Church and our Maroniteness.  We believe in the 
great confidence God entrusted us with, to make young people great contributors to society.  We strive to 
be open to God’s will in us, to serve in our new land Australia, and to respond to the sign of the times.” 
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Bishop Tarabay visits Kreimists 
Wednesday 6 November 2013  

 
The Congregation of the Maronite Lebanese  
Missionaries (MLM / Kreims) at Mount Druitt, hosted 
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay  on 
Wednesday 6 November 2013, together with Msgr  
Marcelino Youssef, Vicar General and Fr Elie Nakhoul 
MLM, Episcopal Vicar. 
The purpose of the meeting was to welcome His  
Excellency for the first time as a bishop.   

Bishop Tarabay hosts  
Journalist Sarkis Naoum  

 
Mr Sarkis Naoum, Editor of Annahar Newspaper in 
Lebanon, visited Australia in November 2013. 
His visit included a program of activities where he met 
with many political, religious and social leaders.  He 
met with His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel 
Tarabay at Beit Maroun, together with editors of leading 
Lebanese Newspapers in Australia. 

Youth Ministry 
Mr Anthony Assaf 

 
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Anthony Assaf as a 
Diocesan Youth Worker. 
 

Anthony brings with him many years of experience in youth work in Aus-
tralia and the United States.  He has been a member of youth core teams 
that prayerfully develop, plan and implement youth activities to nurture 
and advance the human and spiritual formation of the youth.   
 

His major goal is to lead the youth into a relationship with the Holy Trini-
ty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, while providing a range of spiritual and 
social services to cater for the Maronite Youth. 
 

Given Sayedna’s great love for the youth, Anthony will be visiting youth groups in the Maro-
nite parishes to explore their needs and assist the eparchy in growing, nurturing our Maronite 
faith for the greater glory of God.  
 

In his role as a youth worker, Anthony is especially excited about the human and  
spiritual formation of Maronite youth leaders drawing from the rich treasury of our Maronite 
heritage to lead both our leaders and those they serve to the intimate knowledge and worship 
of our living God. 
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Pope Francis concludes the Year of Faith 
 

Pope Francis has concluded the Year of Faith by venerating the relics of St Peter. He held 
them in his hands during the Creed and the delivery of the Apostolic Exhortation 'Evangelii 
Gaudium'.  
 
Francis’ closing message for the Year of Faith during yesterday's mass celebration in St Pe-
ter’s Basilica said When Jesus is on the Cross and the good thief is standing close by, he 
'speaks only a word of forgiveness, not of condemnation; whenever anyone finds the cour-
age to ask for this forgiveness, the Lord does not let such a petition go unheard.' 
 
During his homily, the Pope remembered his predecessor Benedict XVI with affection and 
gratitude. He referred to the Year of Faith as a 'providential initiative' and greeted Patri-
archs and Major Archbishops of the Eastern Catholic Churches. 
 
'The exchange of peace, which I will make with them - he says - means, first of all the Bish-
op of Rome's high regard for these communities, who have confessed the name of Christ 
with an exemplary fidelity, often paying dearly. Similarly - he adds - through them, with 
this gesture I mean to embrace all Christians living in the Holy Land, Syria and throughout 
the East, and invoke the gift of peace and harmony for all.' 
 
You may access the full text of 'Evangelii Gaudium' on the following link: 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/index_en.htm  

V A T I C A N  N E W S  
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A U S T R A L I A N  C A T H O L I C  N E W S  

Reception and Installation of Archbishop Christopher Prowse 
Tuesday 19 November 2013 

 
The Archbishop of Sydney, Cardinal George Pell joined 
the Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Paul  
Gallagher, the Most Rev Mark Coleridge Archbishop of 
Brisbane, and His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel 
Tarabay, together with 30 Catholic bishops and more 
than 700 people, religious and priests from the Canberra
-Goulburn Archdiocese and civil leaders, along with 
friends and family attended the Installation which was 
held at St Christopher's Cathedral in the nation's capital 
on Tuesday 19 November 2013. 

 
The former Bishop of Sale, who turned 60 just a few days before his installation, was  
appointed to the new Archbishop of Canberra-Goulburn by His Holiness Pope Francis in 
September this year.  
 
In his homily, the new Archbishop said he was knocking on the door of the Archdiocese of 
Canberra-Goulburn and making a humble request for entry into "this fine Cathedral that 
incredibly bears the same name: St Christopher. It is Christopher knocking at the Cathe-
dral door of St Christopher's.  So here I am as your new Archbishop. It is Christopher who 
greets you now. I want to be 'Christopher' for you. I want to carry you and your burdens 
to Jesus, the great burden-bearer, across the dangerous river of life." 

NSW and ACT Catholic Bishops  Conference 
Monday 4 November 2013 

 
On Monday 4 November 2013, His Excellency 
Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay participated his 
first NSW and ACT Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence. 
 
The NSW and ACT Catholic bishops meet at 
least once per year to discuss matters of common 
interest in the state and territory. 
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S O C I E T Y  N E W S  

Australian Lebanese People 
Celebrate the Lebanese Independence Day 

Thursday 21 November 2013 

 
 

 
On Thursday 21 November 2013, on the  
evening of the actual National day of Lebanon, 
the  Ambassador of Lebanon in Australia, Dr 
Jean Daniel and Mrs Mireille Daniel held a 
Civic ceremony to commemorate the  
independence of Lebanon. 
 
Over 500 people gathered at the Hellenic Club 
in Canberra,  many of which travelled from 
Sydney, including Msgr Marcelino Youssef, 
Vicar General, representing His Excellency 
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, and Fr Elie 
Nakhoul MLM EV, Dr Jean Tarabay and Mrs 
Amal Bousamra. 
 
His Excellency Dr Daniel said in his speech 
"this is a very important day in which we 
unite to celebrate the 70th year of independ-
ence in Lebanon with both our Lebanese and 
Australian families and friends.  We are  
immensely proud of both heritages and  
nations, and feel a particular responsibility on 
days such as this to act as ambassadors for 
both Australia and Lebanon." 
 
The Honourable Phillip Ruddock congratulat-
ed the Lebanese people for their solidarity and 
their spirit of unity. 
 
The hosts and guests took a moment of silence 
as a gesture of respect, particularly 
in mourning for those who have died to secure 
the independence of Lebanon and to those 
who died in the recent tragic event in  
Lebanon. 
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St John the Beloved Arabic School Program 
Celebrate the end of a successful year of learning 

 
Nurturing our heritage and reviving the Arabic Language by passing it to our youth is strengthening our 
common life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To mark the end of a successful school year the students put on a play. It was quite entertaining and the 
little angels amazed the audience with the standard of their performances and their  
ability to deliver the Arabic language which they have been learning at the Community Arabic Language 
Centre at St John the Beloved.   

In attendance were: the Vicar General Monsignor Marcelino Youssef representing His  
Excellency, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, Fr Maroun Moussa Superior of the Maronite  
Lebanese Missionaries, Mr Albert Vella, President of NSW Federation of Community Languages Schools, 
Mr Raymond Abi-Arraj, Coordinator of the Maronite Diocesan Arabic Language Schools who was also 
representing the Maronite Catholic Society, Dr Jean Tarabay, Director of the Centre for Maronite Studies, 
Mrs Amal Bousamra, editor of eMarounia, Reverend Fathers at St John the Beloved and a great number of 
the parents and Community members. 
At the end of the ceremony, Msgr Marcelino Youssef and Fr Maroun Moussa distributed certificates to the 
children, in appreciation for their hard work during the year. 
Thanks to the Arabic Language Committee, the parents and friends for keeping our heritage alive in the 
youth and passing it to the younger generations.  May God bless  you all. 

P A R I S H  N E W S  
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B K E R K E  N E W S  

Meeting of Maronite Patriarchial Synod 
Bkerke, 30 October 2013 

 
Headed by His Beatitude Mar Becharra 
Boutros Cardinal Rai, and in the presence 
of His Eminence Mar Nasrallah Cardinal 
Sfeir, the Synod of Maronite Bishops and 
General Superiors of Maronite Orders and 
Congregations, held their monthly meeting 
at the Patriarchal See, Bkerke, on  
Wednesday 30 October 2013.   
 
The Synod evaluated the first forum for the 
Christians of the East, which had been  
earlier that month, and which had been  
attended by the President of the Republic of 

Lebanon, the Patriarchs and other religious and civil leaders.  They expressed their concern, 
on behalf of the Christians and Muslims in Lebanon and the Middle East, regarding  
contemporary challenges. Christians should not be passive in these difficult circumstances; 
we should renew our commitment to the faith, and make history, building the kingdom of 
God with love, justice, peace and harmony, especially in the Middle East, as urged by the 
apostolic exhortation: “the Church in the Middle East, Communion and Witness”. 
The Fathers congratulated the families on the safe return of those hostages who had recently 
been released.  They prayed for the success of all who are striving for peace, and for the  
release of Bishops Yaziji and Ibrahim, and other priests, all of whose conditions remain  
unknown.  
The Synod expressed its sorrow at the cycle of attack and retaliation in Tripoli.  However, it 
welcomes the initiatives of the army and security forces.  
The Synod Fathers expressed grave disappointment at the inability of parliament to form a 
government capable of facing the challenges before Lebanon.   
They noted with concern the outbreak of paralysis among children, due to overcrowding 
and dislocation, which favours the spread of the virus. They therefore encourage schools, 
families and all organisations to have children immunised through the Ministry of Health’s 
program. 
The Synod Fathers also expressed a concern about the spread of contraband, drug  
manufacture and smuggling. This not only tarnishes the name of Lebanon, but more  
importantly, will cause serious problems, not least addiction, for our youth. 
The Church celebrates the new liturgical year, the commencement of which coincides with 
the meeting of the Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops Commission in Lebanon.  The Fathers 
recommend that Christians pray for this Commission, and for stability in Lebanon, peace in 
Syria and the Middle East, and the success of the Geneva Congress. They also ask Christians 
to revitalise the new liturgical year with contemplation, through the intercession of the ever 
virgin Mary, Mother of God, the apostles, martyrs and saints. 
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St Charbel’s Church and College 
47 Young Maronites Celebrate their First Holy Communion 

 
The 20th of October 2013 was a very special day for the Year 3 students of St Charbel’s  
College as they received their First Holy Communion. The solemn Mass was celebrated by 
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, held in the Multi-Purpose Hall, Fr Joseph 
Sleiman, Superior of St Charbel’s, and Fr Challita Boustany, Primary School Chaplain.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Charbel’s Parish also held its First Holy Communion ceremony on the 17th of November 
2013 in the Church. Fr Joseph Sleiman and Fr Challita Boustany celebrated the mass where 
47 young parishioners received Jesus in the Eucharist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Family and friends were present at both ceremonies to pray for the young children and  
celebrate with them this significant moment in their lives. Our gratitude goes to the teachers 
and volunteers who gave of their time and effort to prepare the children to receive the  
sacrament and to organise the ceremonies.  
We keep all the children in our prayers that they may stay close to Jesus and, with the  
support of their families, attend Mass regularly and deepen their faith.  

P A R I S H  N E W S  



 

PO Box 385 STRATHFIELD  NSW  2135 | Phone +61 2 9642 0211 | Facsimile +61 2 9742 5290  
www.marounia.org.au |  marounia@maronite.org.au 

LITURGICAL SEASON 

The Nativity 
 
We commenced our liturgical year by  
affirming the consecration of the Church. Then 
we renewed ourselves as the people of the 
Church, who worship within its sacred walls 
and celebrate its holy Mysteries. And now, 
ready for the future, we have entered the  
Season of Announcement, when we recall how 
carefully Divine Providence prepared the  
Nativity, or birth of Our Lord. 
 
What is the significance of this great feast? Our 
Maronite Ramsho or vespers for  
Announcement Mondays includes this prayer: 
“May we meditate today upon your threefold 
nativity: your eternal birth from your Father, 
your birth from the Virgin Mary, and your 
birth in our hearts through grace.” 
 
The birth of Our Lord is not, therefore, only a 
stand-alone once in history event, although 
His incarnation and accomplishments are the 
most important facts of all. It is also something 
which must take place within our own souls. If 
we are not touched and changed inside during 
this season, what have we achieved as  
Christians? 
 
Our first duty must be worship: to follow the  
season with prayer, to join in each Mass and in 
the devotions. As we do, let us ponder this  
miraculous story, beginning with the  
Announcement to Zechariah, including the  
Annunciation to Our Lady, and the other  

Sundays, ending with the Genealogy of Our 
Lord, when we stand before the reality of who 
Jesus the Messiah was.  
 
Our second duty is participation, to hear these 

announcements as renewed to us, and to then 
find something concrete to do as a point of  
application of our holy faith. There is some 
good deed waiting for us perform it! Take Our 
Lady’s example. Could it be visiting someone 
lonely or needy, as she visited Elizabeth? Let’s 
be up and active for the love of God: let us  
announce! Amen. 

Fr Yuhanna Azize 
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Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay  
Mass Calendar for  

December, Christmas 2013 & New Year 2014 

Mt Druitt St John the Beloved 11:00 am Mass 8 December Sunday 

Austral St Rafqa 11:00 am Mass 15 December Sunday 

Melbourne Our Lady of Lebanon 6:00 pm Mass 15 December Sunday 

Thornleigh St George 11:00 am Mass 22 December Sunday 

Redfern St Maroun 06:00 pm Mass 24 December Tuesday 

Punchbowl St Charbel 12:00 am Midnight Mass 24 December Tuesday 

Harris Park Our Lady of Lebanon 11:00 am Mass 25 December Wednesday 

Wollongong Our Lady of Lebanon 10:00 am Mass 29 December Sunday 

Croydon St Joseph 11:00 am Mass 1 January Wednesday 

His Excellency will be receiving  

Christmas greetings  
at Beit Maroun, Strathfield 

on Sunday 29 December 2013 from 5pm to 9.30am  

With the blessing and in the presence of 

His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

Maronite Bishop of  Australia 
 

Maronites on Mission 

extend a warm invitation to you 
 

To a 

Fundraising Dinner 

Sapphire Events Centre 

Cnr Punchbowl & Canterbury Road,  
Punchbowl  NSW  2196 

on  Friday 13 December 2013 

7:30 pm for a 8:00 pm start 

DRESS:  Semi Formal 

RSVP 6 DECEMBER 2013 

Charbel Taouk 0400 962 532 

Proceeds of the dinner will help fund 

MaroniteCare 
Maronites on Mission 
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UPCOMING EVENTS... 

With the blessing and in the presence of 

His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

Maronite Bishop of  Australia 
 

Sapphire Events Centre Management  

extend a warm invitation to you 

To a 

Fundraising Dinner 

Sapphire Events Centre 

Cnr Punchbowl & Canterbury Road 
Punchbowl  NSW  2196 

on  Friday 28 February 2014 

7:30 pm for a 8:00 pm start 

DRESS:  Formal 

RSVP NO LATER THAN FRIDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2014 
 

Mr Michael Tartak  |  Telephone: 0417 60 62 64 
  Email:  michaeltartak@gmail.com 

 

Proceeds of the dinner will help fund 
Our Lady Care Centre & St Charbel’s Aged Care Facilities 

 

 

Celebrate Christmas  

the Maronite way 

 

Christmas Novenas will soon commence 

Carols by candlelight  

and other activities 

 

Contact your local Maronite Parish for a timetable 



Page 16 e M a r o u n i a  |  I s s u e  T h r e e  |  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 3  

DIOCESAN DIRECTORY 

 
Maronite Bishop of Australia 
His Excellency, Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay 
Vicar General 
Msgr Marcelino Youssef 
Episcopal Vicars 
Msgr Shora Maree 
Msgr Emmanuel Sakr 
Fr Elie Nakhoul MLM 
 
CHANCERY 
‘Beit Maroun’,  
105 The Boulevarde (PO Box 385) 
STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 
Phone: +61 2 9642 0211 
Fax: +61 2 9742 5290 
 
 
PARISHES 
 
Sydney 
 
St Maroun’s Cathedral 
Church Address 
627 Elizabeth St,  
REDFERN NSW 2016 
Postal Address 
PO Box 1091,  
STRAWBERRY HILLS  NSW  2012 
Ph: (02) 9318 2148 Fax: (02) 9699 4672 
Dean: Msgr Emmanuel Sakr 
Assistant Priests:  Fr Antoun Chidiac, Fr Maroun Kazzi,  
Fr Loubnan Tarabay 
 
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral 
40 Alice St, HARRIS PARK NSW 2150 
Ph: (02) 9689 2899 Fax: (02) 9689 2068 
Parish Priest: Msgr Shora Maree, EV 
Assistant Priests: Fr Antoun Bou-Antoun,  Fr Pierre El Khoury,  
Fr Paul Joubeir, Fr Tony Sarkis, Fr Raphael Abboud, Fr Claude Rizk 
Community Support:  Fr Bernard Assi 
 
St George’s Church 
Church Address 
2 Yarrara Ave (PO Box 65) 
THORNLEIGH NSW 2120 
Ph: (02) 9481 7388 Fax: (02) 9481 7399 
Parish Priest: Fr Bechara Trad, MLM 
Assistant Priests: Fr Boutros Samia, MLM 
Deacon:  Nagi Dimian 
 
St Joseph’s Church 
7 Acton St, CROYDON NSW 2132 
Ph: (02) 9744 8514 Fax: (02) 9715 5067 
Administrator: Fr Elie Nakhoul MLM EV 
Assistant Priests: Fr Youssef Abouzeid, Fr Youssef Matta,  
Fr Yuhanna Azize 
 
St Rafqa’s Parish 
135 Eighth Avenue,  AUSTRAL NSW 2179 
Phone:  0431 486 089 
Parish Priest: Fr Nabil Wehbe 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
St John the Beloved Church 
Congregation of the Lebanese Maronite Missionaries 
63 George St,  
MOUNT DRUIT NSW 2770 
Ph: (02) 9625 8985 
Fax:  (02) 9625 9779 
Parish Priest: Fr Maroun Moussa 
Assistant Priest: Fr Bassem Zaynoun, Fr John Kady,  
Fr Mansour Younis, Fr Ihab Chamoun 
 
St Charbel’s Church 
Lebanese Maronite Order  
142 Highclere Ave,  
PUNCHBOWL NSW 2196 
Ph: (02) 9750 6000 Fax: (02) 9750 3910 
Email: principal@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au 
Parish Priest: Fr Joseph Sleiman 
Assistant Priests:  Fr Boulos Kerbage,  Fr Elie Rahme,  
Fr Chalita Boustany, Fr Milad Azzi, Fr Ronny Chaheen 
 
Wollongong 
 
Our Lady of Lebanon Church 
74 – 78 Denise St,  
LAKE HEIGHTS NSW 2502 
Administrator: Msgr Marcelino Youssef, VG 
 
Adelaide 
 
St Maroun’s Church 
379 Goodwood Rd,  
WESTBOURNE PARK SA 5041 
Ph: (08) 8271 0806, Fax: (08) 8271 8368  
Parish Priest: Fr Louis Saad   
 
Brisbane 
 
St Maroun’s Church 
29 Bunya St,  
GREENSLOPES QLD 4120 
Ph/Fax: (07) 3394 4994 
Parish Priest: Fr Fadi Salame 
 
Melbourne 
 
Our Lady of Lebanon Church 
Church Address: 
230 Normbany Ave,  
THORNBURY VIC 3071 
Office Address: 
31 Comas Grove,  
THORNBURY VIC 3071 
Ph: (03) 9480 2059 Fax: (03) 9480 2635 
Parish Priest: Msgr Joseph Takchi 
Assistant Priests: Fr Alain Fares 
Order of Antonine Monks: Fr Edmond Andraos & Fr Charles. 

Visit our website 

www.maronite.org.au 
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صالتنا اليوم معكم جميعًا ايها االحباء ومع اخوتنا في حزب حركة االسـتـقـالل اوسـتـرالـيـا، فـي الـذكـرى 
الرابعة والعشرين على استشهاد الرئـيـس مـعـوض، هـي صـالة رجـاء نـرفـعـهـا الـى الـرب لـيـحـمـي الـقـادة 
السياسيين المخلصين ألوطانهم وشعوبهم. وتعزيتنا القلبيـة اتـقـدم بـهـا وبـاسـمـكـم جـمـيـعـًا، الـى الـلـبـنـانـيـة 
االولى االسبق السيدة نائلة التـي أخـذت عـلـى عـاتـقـهـا احـيـاء هـذا االرث الـوطـنـي الـكـبـيـر وهـي تـتـابـع 
المسيرة مع نجلها العزيز ميشال بما يعتمر قلبيهما من حب للبنان واستعـدادات لـلـتـضـحـيـة فـي سـبـيـلـه. 
ونتوجه بالتعزية ايضًا الى ابنة الرئيس الشهيد، وعائالت الشهداء رفاق الرئيس وسائر أنسبائهم وذويـهـم 
هنا في اوستراليا او في لبنان او في بالد االنتشار. وفي ذكرى بشارة العذراء مريم ونـحـن فـي مسـيـرتـنـا 
نحو عيد ميالد الرب يسوع، نلتمس فـي هـذه الـلـيـتـورجـيـة االلـهـيـة حـلـول الـروح الـقـدس كـمـا حـل عـلـى 
العذراء مريم، فيمأل قلوبنا رجاء ونفوسنا عزاء وفرحًا روحيـًا، لـكـي نـهـتـدي الـى كـل مـا هـو حـق وخـيـر 

 وجمال وخالص لحياتنا الخاصة والعامة في العائلة والكنيسة والوطن. 
 

فلتكن سيدة زغرتا ،سيدة لبنان وسـيـدة اوسـتـرالـيـا حـامـيـتـنـا جـمـيـعـًا وحـامـيـة اوسـتـرالـيـا ولـبـنـان لـمـجـد اهللا 
 وخالص االنسان. آمين. 
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يومًا اعلن فيها مبادئه وتطلعاته حول تكوين الـدولـة الـلـبـنـانـيـة  ١٨لم يحكم البالد الرئيس معوض سوى 
 وفقًا لالصالحات السياسية التي تضمنتها وثيقة الوفاق الوطني الصادرة عن اتفاق الطائف. 

كانت أمنية الرئيس الجديد تأكيد الوالء للـوطـن الـمـوحـد الـقـوي والـعـزم عـلـى بسـط سـيـادة الـقـانـون عـلـى 
جميع المواطنين وسلطة الدولة الشرعية بقوتها الذاتية على كل ذرة مـن تـرابـهـا واي مـدى مـن أجـوائـهـا 
وجمع كل سالح خـارج الـقـوات الـمـسـلـحـة الشـرعـيـة اليـمـانـه ان الـدولـة الـقـويـة الـمـوحـدة هـي الضـامـنـة 
والحامية للجميع. وكان همه انجاز المصالحة الوطنية بين اللبنانييـن عـلـى كـل االتـجـاهـات مـعـتـبـرًا ان 
المصالحة ال تستثني احدًا فـهـي مـلـك الـجـمـيـع 
وتتسع للجميع وقال عن نفسـه انـه رجـل وفـاق 
وتوفيق ولذلك اراد ان يكون رهان عمره انجـاز 

 هذه المصالحة. 
وكان هدفه كأول رئيس للجمهورية الثانيـة بـعـد 
اتفاق الطائف المعروفة بجمهورية الـمـؤسـسـات 
ان يــبــذل كــل الــجــهــود والــتــضــحــيــات مــن اجــل 
تــحــقــيــقــهــا بــحــيــث تــكــون دولــة تــنــهــض بــوحــدة 
مؤسساتها وتكامل سلطاتها وتعاون ابنائها وتطبيق قوانينها وانظمتها، دولة ديمقراطية قائمة علـى وحـدة 
الشعب واالرض والمؤسسات، دولة تنهي آالم اللبنـانـيـيـن وتـحـقـق آمـالـهـم. مـن أجـل هـذه الـغـايـة تـطـلـع 
الرئيس الى تفعيل الـمـؤسـسـات الـعـامـة لـتـمـارس صـالحـيـاتـهـا ومـهـامـهـا بـتـوازن وانسـجـام ومشـاركـة فـي 
المسؤولية على اساس محبة هذا الوطن ووضع في اولوياتها مؤسسة الجيش الذي أراده قضـيـة وطـنـيـة 

 بحيث يكون جيشًا قويًا موحدًا ، جيش لبنان الواحد وجيش الشعب الواحد. 
 

 أيها االخوة واالخوات، 
هذه المبادىء التي سقط شهيدها الرئيس رينيه معوض، لم تمت ولم تـتـبـخـر بـل ظـلـت صـوت ضـمـيـر 
يــنــادي كــل مســؤول لــبــنــانــي فــي الــدولــة او خــارجــهــا. الــوالء لــلــوطــن والــمــصــالــحــة الــوطــنــيــة وجــمــهــوريــة 
المؤسسات السيّدة، القوية، الموحدة، والجيش القدير والمحبة للبنان، هذا هو االرث الذي يتركه الرئـيـس 

 الشهيد لنا جميعًا. 
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 قداس ذكرى إستشهاد الرئيس رينيه معوض في

 في كنيسة سيدة لبنان

 ٢٠١٣تشرين الثاني  ٢٤االحد 
 

 أيها االخوة واالخوات االحباء،
يشكل حدث البشارة الـذي نـحـتـفـل بـه الـيـوم نـقـطـة وصـول فـي تـاريـخ الـخـالص وبـالـوقـت عـيـنـه نـقـطـة 

   .انطالق للعهد الجديد محورها بشارة مريم بالحبل االلهي وبميالد المخلص المنتظر يسوع المسيح
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"ولما بلغ ملء الزمن ارسل اهللا ابنه مولودًا من امرأة..." فملء الزمن ايها االحباء هو االنـتـصـار عـلـى 
الشر والخطيئة. والبشارة لمريم العذراء هي تحقيق للوعد الذي قطعه اهللا في الـبـشـارة االولـى حـيـن وعـد 
امنا االولى حواء بالخالص من الشر والخطيئة. واليوم في احد بشـارة الـعـذراء نـرى ان هـذا االنـتـصـار 
يتجه الى تحقيقه بمريم العذراء وهي الممتلئة نعمة والقائلة: "ها انذا امة للرب ليكن لى بحـسـب قـولـك." 
فطاعة مريم ام يسوع وام الـكـنـيـسـة وام الـمـؤمـنـيـن تصـحـح عصـيـان حـواء امـنـا االولـى وعـدم طـاعـتـهـا 

 للوصية. 
أحد البشارة هذا، نحيي اليوم بالرجاء والصـالة ذكـرى شـهـيـد اسـتـقـالل لـبـنـان الـمـغـفـور لـه رئـيـس  وفي 

رينيه مـعـوض ورفـاقـه الشـهـداء الـذيـن أراقـوا دمـاءهـم عـلـى مـذبـح  الجمهورية اللبنانية المنتخب المرحوم
  .١٩٨٩الوطن في الثاني والعشرين من تشرين الثاني سنة 
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 "فرح اإلنجيل"
 

تتمّيز مسيرتنا الكنسّية في زمن الميالد المجيد بالرجاء الذي ينعش حياة المؤمنين ويفرح 
حدث لقاء السماء واألرض واتحاد اهللا باإلنسان  –قلوبهم بحدٍث هو االعظم في تاريخ البشرية 

 بشخص يسوع المسيح ابن اهللا المتجسد لخالص البشر.
وأمام األخطار الكثيرة التي تهّدد السالم واألمان في عالمنا وأمام حزن الذين يفّتشون في 
مجتمعنا عن الفرح الحقيقّي وال يجدونه، وأمام األنفاق المظلمة والمخيفة بوجه الباحثين عن 
الرب يسوع يطل علينا "فرح اإلنجيل الذي يمأل قلب وحياة الذين يلتقون بيسوع"، بحسب كالم 

 قداسة البابا فرنسيس في اإلرشاد الرسولي "فرح اإلنجيل"، الذي أصدره حديثًا.
، أدعوا أبناء األبرشية المارونية في أوستراليا eMarouniaفي هذا العدد الثالث من مجّلة 

للعودة إلى جذور القداسة المسيحّية،   –لقراءة هذا اإلرشاد وللتجاوب مع توجيه قداسة البابا 
أي إلى شخص يسوع المسيح، الستعادة النضارة األصيلة لإلنجيل والعمل على ارتداٍد راعوّي 
وتجدٍد رسولّي، فيكون كّل واحد مّنا عالمة رجاء ويساهم في تفعيل ثورة المحبة والحنان 

 واإليمان، التي أطلقها الرب يسوع بتجسده وموته وقيامته.
)، واقبلنا إلى اإليمان به، نواجه اليوم رفض بعض 21:  19ونحن أتباع يسوع المسيح وقد لبينا نداءه المدّوي والقائل "تعال اتبعني" (متى 

)، 37:  8المجتمعات لنا، والذي يظهر بالعدائّية تجاهنا كمؤمنين وتجاه الكنيسة والكهنة والمكّرسين فيها، "ولكننا نغلب بالذي أحبنا" (رو 
ألّنه هو نفسه ولد وعاش في جو من الرفضّية والعدائّية ورغم ذلك حقق ثورة الخالص والحب والسالم. ولم تكن حالة الرسل والكنيسة 
اإلولى أفضل من ذلك، فلقد عانى الرسل اإلضطهاد والتعذيب والشهادة ولكنهم نجحوا في ايصال البشارة إلى اقاصي األرض وجعلوا من 

 الكنيسة واحة رجاء ومعين خالص.
، ّملفما أجمل أن يكون زمن الميالد هذه السنة، زمن تجديد ثورة المحّبة هذه، فنلّبي نداء قداسة البابا إلى اتخاذ بعض الوقت للصالة والتأ

في روما، حول  2014ونشارك بالتالي باإلجابة على األسئلة التي طرحت علينا تحضيرًا إلنعقاد السينودس اإلستثنائي في تشرين األّول 
 التحّديات الرعائية للعائلة في إطار نشر اإلنجيل".”موضوع 

 وفي الختام، أدعو العائالت في األبرشّية أّن تصّلي مع بعضها البعض لعائلة الناصرة، من أجل العائالت المشّردة والمعّذبة، خصوصًا في
األسقَفين المخطوَفين، والكهنة الذين ُفقدوا والراهبات الذين ُخطفوا وسيقوا إلى   –الوطن السورّي. ونذكر أيضًا في تضّرعنا للعائلة المقّدسة 

طالبين من الرّب يسوع أن يعطي المسؤولين السياسّيين نعمة العمل الدائم ألجل السالم، ومن العذراء مريم أن تعّزي قلوب   –جهٍة مجهولة 
 المحزونين والخائفين، والقديس يوسف أن يعطي قوة الصبر على الشدائد، والثبات في اإليمان ألبناء الكنيسة، فننشد "المجد هللا في العلى

 ).14: 2وعلى األرض السالم ألبناء الرضى" (لو 
 

 شربل طربيه-+المطران انطوان

2013العدد الثاني | تشرين األول   


