
“Let us rejoice in the Lord, who is ever present with us and with our Church” 

The Maronite Church in Australia lives a deep spiri tual joy as we  
conclude the Season of the Holy Cross and begin the Season of the 
Birth of our Lord.  This joy comes from various sou rces, and on many  
occasions.  The most important of these is the Birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the beginning of the Liturgical Year lea ding to the feast of 
the Incarnation of Our Lord.  Through a period of e ight weeks, we  
contemplate with the Gospel readings of each Sunday, the Mystery of 
Salvation, starting with the Consecration of the Ch urch and ending 
with the Sunday of Genealogy. 

The Sunday of the Consecration of the Church is the feast which  
celebrates the sanctification of the Church by the presence of the Lord, 
for it is His mystical body.  It is also the feast of the start of the  
liturgical year. The church’s calendar is a spiritu al harp, with many 
strings  and melodies, on which we play spiritual s ongs of various 
feelings and natures. We raise them to render thanksgiving to God: 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; who grants us His abundant graces 
and blessings, day after day, month after month, year after year… 

In our diocese, where I began my journey with you, my beloved, as a 
shepherd for the sons and daughters of the Maronite Church here in  
Australia,  I announced seven priorities for the co ming seven years. A 
special edition of eMarounia will be dedicated to this.  I call upon you, 
in the spirit of faith and commitment to our Maroni te Church, and in 
the spirit of love and hope, to pray together and f or each other.  Be 
united in the spirit of solidarity and conciliation . Let us work towards  
implementing these seven priorities as a testimony in the Lord and at 
a service to our human brethren. 

Together with our Holy Father, Pope Francis who cal ls for constant  
prayer, emphasising the joy of faith that builds ou r families and our  
community, we pray for harmony and love in our soci eties,  
especially in our families.  His Holiness said that  the family is: “not 
only the salt of the earth and the light of the wor ld, but the entire  
society.” 

St Paul’s call to “rejoice in the Lord at all times” gives our faith a  
dimension of ongoing renewal. I now invite you, my beloved, at the  
beginning of this liturgical year, to seek for spir itual renewal, and to  
return to the Lord.  I hope that this will be an oc casion for us to  
prepare to receive countless spiritual fruit. Let u s rejoice in the Lord, 
who ever present with us and in our Church.  

To Him be Glory forever.  

O U R  S H E P H E R D ’ S  M E S S A G E  
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IN THIS ISSUE 

Maronite Clergy Meeting with the Bishop  
Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 October 2013 

 
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay met with  members 
of the clergy of Australia at their regular bi-monthly session, for 
two days of prayer, and spiritual, pastoral, liturgical and  adminis-
trative review. 
 
The meetings were opened with the celebration of the Divine  
Liturgy. The Divine Office was chanted each afternoon.  
 

On the first day, His  
Excellency presided over the 
second part of the series on 
“The Role of the Bishop”, to 
teach, sanctify and govern.  
His Excellency explained that 
the priests are the bishop’s 
partners in governing the 

Church.  To govern is to formulate and administer the p ublic policy 
and affairs of the Church.  
 
Fr Elie Nakhoul E.V. spoke about the importance of ongoing  
formation for priests and about the upcoming programmes  to be 
put in place commencing at the next clergy meeting, in December. 
 
On the second day, other topics of discussion covered the Church’s 
missionary and charitable activities, and the necessary role of  
formation and education in developing our spiritual and liturgy. A 
new Council of Priests was put in place. Of particular v alue was the 
fact that His Excellency shared his vision with the cl ergy, and dis-
cussed with them how they could take part in the fulf ilment of his 
plans for the Eparchy and its people. 
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As part of his new plans for the Eparchy, and to compl y with the Code of Canons for Eastern 
Churches (CCEC), His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay established a new Council of 
Priests .  This Council acts as a “senate” to the Bishop and is to assist him in accordance with the law 
to administer the Eparchy, “so that the pastoral welfare of  the people God entrusted to the Bishop 
will be effectively promoted” (CCEC 495). 
 
Headed by Bishop Tarabay, the members of the new Council are:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May the Holy Spirit be with them and guide them to better serv e the people of God. 
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Bishop Tarabay meets with Pope Francis  
At a New Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
Tuesday 10 to Thursday 19 September 2013 

 
On Thursday 19 September 2013, Pope Francis 
spoke to new bishops gathered from across the 
globe, at a new Catholic Bishops’ Conference.  
 
In attendance at the conference, were over 100 bish-
ops from around the world who have been ap-
pointed since September of last year, including 
bishops from Canada, Ireland, Germany, England, 
the United States, South America, the Middle East 
and from Australia, including our beloved Bishop, 
His Excellency Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.  
 

Their Lordships heard his Holiness speak, encouraging them to tend their flocks and to  
welcome, journey and remain with the members of their dioceses. 
 
The conference, which was held this year from Sept. 10 to 19, is designed to provide formation 
and orientation for men who have been elevated to the episcopate each year. 
 
The new bishops present participated in a 
private audience Thursday with Pope  
Francis marking the end of the event.  
Quoting the Vatican II document “ Lumen 
Gentium,” the Pope reminded them that “the 
Bishop is a man of communion and unity, 
the ‘visible principle and foundation of  
unity’.” 
 
The pontiff pressed the bishops to ask  
themselves during their daily work, “how to 
live the spirit of collegiality and  
collaboration in the Episcopate” and how 
“to be builders of communion and unity in the Church the Lord has e ntrusted” to them. 
 
The Holy Father also imparted to the new bishop’s the necessity to journey with one’s flock, a 
journey which cannot be completed without affection f or his priests and his presence among 
his people. 
 
Pope Francis then called for Bishops to serve with humility, which he described as an austerity 
and focus on what is essential, saying that pastors must not have “the psychology of Princes.” 

V A T I C A N  N E W S  



Page 5 e M a r o u n i a  |  I s s u e  T w o  |  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 3  

S O C I E T Y  N E W S  

Tannourine Hospital opens Australia Ward 
 
The Tannourine people dreamt one day of opening a sorely needed cardiac ward, 
with contemporary equipment, in their government hospi tal. The dream has  
become reality, through the hard work of an Australian committee under the  
patronage of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay. 

Tannourine lies in a series of valleys in the north of Lebanon, in the highest  
mountains of the Batroun District. It shares its name wi th a cedar forest of some 
60,000 trees, making it the second largest cedar reserve in Lebanon.  
 

Established in June 1999, Tannourine Hospital is 
co-funded by the Lebanese government and by 
the Tannourine people in Lebanon and around 
the world.  
 
The opening of “Australia Ward” took place on 
Sunday 22 September 2013, in the presence of 
many spiritual, political and social figures,  
including Bishop Tarabay. 
 
His Excellency thanked the Tannourine people, 
in both Lebanon and the countries of the  
Expansion, for their solidarity and cooperation, 
without which this project would not have been 
possible.  He also thanked all those who have 
contributed to realising the vision, including the 
Australian Lebanese Heart Foundation and its 
president, Dr Fred Nasser, a well-known  
Australian cardiologist. 
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Youth Dinner Dance  
Friday 11 October 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Post World Youth Day Sleep-over 

 
 
 
 

P A R I S H  N E W S  
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Congratulations to the Youth of 

Our Lady of Lebanon for hosting a 

successful Youth Dinner Dance on 

Friday 11 October 2013.   

With 600 attendees, 30 of which are 

youth from Melbourne who were 

made welcome in their hearts and 

homes. 

With thanks to all those who 

worked hard towards making this 

event successful.  May God grant 

you His abundant blessings. 

Our Lady of Lebanon Harris Park  

Youth hosted a sleep over at the 

Church grounds for the Word 

Youth Day pilgrims to Rio, 2013. 
�

 

2013 Youth Day pilgrims 
to Rio catching up at Our 
Lady of Lebanon Centre 

Harris Park.... 
�
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Annual Dinner Dance 
Friday 25 October 2013 
Bellevue, Bankstown  

 
 

P A R I S H  N E W S  

��	 ���
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The Priests, members of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Stewardship  
Committee extend a warm thanks to all the supporters of St Joseph’s Annual  
Dinner Dance, for attending, helping, donating or sponsoring th e event.   
Big thank you to the event coordinators who made this event possible. 
 
May God grant you His abundant blessings. 
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Patriarch Rai Celebrates Mass with Pope Francis 
Together with Maronite Bishops 

Wednesday 25 September 2013 
 

The Maronite Patriarch, Cardinal Bechara Rai, assisted Pope 
Francis during a Mass on Wednesday 25 September 2013 at 
the Vatican. His Beatitude was accompanied by a number of 
Maronite bishops and heads of monastic orders during th e 
morning ceremony, including His Excellency  
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay. 

 
At the conclusion of the Mass, Patriarch Rai thanked Pope Francis for his efforts to promote 
peace in the region, and also discussed the issues arising from the dispersion of Maronites 
throughout the world. Pope Francis called for an inter national day of fasting and prayer for 
peace in Syria and the Middle East, to be held in September 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patriarch Rai said that in June, a Maronite synod approved the establishment of two new 
dioceses, for Africa and Venezuela-Colombia, and expressed his hope that the Pontiff would 
formally endorse the move.  
 

Patriarch Rai Meets with Maronite Synod 
At Diman Patriarchal See 

Wednesday 2 September 2013 
 
Headed by His Beatitude Mar Becharra Boutros Cardinal Rai, and in the presence of His 
Eminence Mar Nasrallah Cardinal Sfeir, the Synod of Maroni te Bishops and General  
Superiors of Maronite Orders and Congregations, held th eir monthly meeting at the  
Summer Patriarchal See, Diman, on Wednesday 4 September 2013.   
 
The Synod evaluated Pope Francis’s four-hour evening prayer service for Syria and the  
Middle East in St Peter’s Square on Saturday 7 September, and his appeal for a day of  
prayer and fasting.  They, in turn, encourage priests and monks to join the Holy Father in 
fasting, prayer and repentance, as facilitated by sessions of Adoration in their parishes and 
religious centres.   
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B K E R K E  N E W S  

 
The Fathers discussed the current situation in Lebanon, the bombings in certain areas, and 
His Beatitude’s visit offering his condolences to the vict ims’ families of the victims: this was 
well received by all Lebanese.  They prayed for the repose of the victims’ souls of the vic-
tims, and for recovery of those who were injured due to these bombings. They prayed that 
our national leaders would meet in order to achieve peace.   
 
Despite the difficult situation in the Middle East, as well as the s erious troubles in Lebanon, 
many Lebanese from the Expansion summered there.  The towns and villages held their 
usual expos and festivals.  This is an inspiring sign that the Lebanese retain their hope.  The 
Synod thanked all those who travelled to Lebanon and participated i n these celebrations. 
 
The two and a half year old war in Syria is becoming very serious. There is a fear that nucle-
ar weapons will be employed, and that foreign countries will inter vene. The Synod warned 
that such actions would cause great damage.  They prayed for a peaceful conclusion to the 
hostilities. 
 
They reviewed the outcomes of the convention “Challenges Facing Arab Christians” held in 
Jordan and hosted by His Royal Highness, King Abdallah II.  It was attend ed by Cardinal 
Tauran representing the Holy See, many Eastern Patriarchs, and representatives of other 
Christian communities, of Islam, and of other religions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the occasion of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, members of the Synod wished all Leba-
nese a holy Feast Day, and invited them to confide their hopes in the Glorious Cross, asking 
God to grant all who suffer the courage to bear their pain, and to join w ith Our Lord Jesus 
Christ who suffered and was resurrected. 



 

PO Box 385 STRATHFIELD  NSW  2135 | Phone +61 2 9642 0211 | Facsimile +61 2 9742 5290  
www.marounia.org.au |  marounia@maronite.org.au 

LITURGICAL SEASON 

October, Month of the Holy Rosary 
 

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. According to an account by fifteenth-century Dom inican, 
Alan de la Roch, Mary appeared to St. Dominic in 1206 after he had been praying and doing severe penances  
because of his lack of success in combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for his valiant f ight against 
the heretics and then gave him the rosary as a weapon, explained its uses and efficacy, and told him to preach it to 
others.�

 �

Until about the 15th century, hundreds of mysteries  were part of the  
rosary. At that time, the 15 themes which we know t oday were  
definitively fixed as "the Mysteries of the Rosary. " Pope John Paul II, in his 
encyclical Rosarium Virginis Mariae, in 2002 added the five Luminous Mys-
teries. �

The Popes tell us that through the meditations of the complete rosary one 
recalls and has impressed on his mind, "the chief mysteries of the  
Christian religion," "the mysteries of our Redempti on," and "the great mys-
teries of Jesus and His Mother united in joys, sorrows, and triumphs." The 
twenty mysteries are divided into four equal groups , known as "The Joyful," 
"The Sorrowful," "The Glorious," and "The Luminous Mysteries."�
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A member of the Australian Catholic Press Association (ACPA) and the Australian Religious Press Association (ARPA) 

A U S T R A L I A N  C A T H O L I C  N E W S  

Catholic Youth Leaders from all over Australia gathered 

in Melbourne recently for a briefing on the inaugural 

Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF), to be hosted 

by the Melbourne Archdiocese from December 5-7. 

With just eight weeks to go until the landmark event, 

1700 young people and 12 bishops are registered.  

If you, or someone you know would like to find out m ore about the Festival, please  

visit www.youthfestival.catholic.org.au or contact the Yout h Office by calling 9412 3300 or 

emailing aoy@cam.org.au. 
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