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OUR SHEPHERD’S MESSAGE
“Let us rejoice in the Lord, who is ever present with us and with our Church”
The Maronite Church in Australia lives a deep spiritual joy as we
conclude the Season of the Holy Cross and begin the Season of the
Birth of our Lord. This joy comes from various sources, and on many
occasions. The most important of these is the Birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the beginning of the Liturgical Year leading to the feast of
the Incarnation of Our Lord. Through a period of eight weeks, we
contemplate with the Gospel readings of each Sunday, the Mystery of
Salvation, starting with the Consecration of the Church and ending
with the Sunday of Genealogy.
The Sunday of the Consecration of the Church is the feast which
celebrates the sanctification of the Church by the presence of the Lord,
for it is His mystical body. It is also the feast of the start of the
liturgical year. The church’s calendar is a spiritual harp, with many
strings and melodies, on which we play spiritual songs of various
feelings and natures. We raise them to render thanksgiving to God:
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; who grants us His abundant graces
and blessings, day after day, month after month, year after year…
In our diocese, where I began my journey with you, my beloved, as a
shepherd for the sons and daughters of the Maronite Church here in
Australia, I announced seven priorities for the coming seven years. A
special edition of eMarounia will be dedicated to this. I call upon you,
in the spirit of faith and commitment to our Maronite Church, and in
the spirit of love and hope, to pray together and for each other. Be
united in the spirit of solidarity and conciliation. Let us work towards
implementing these seven priorities as a testimony in the Lord and at
a service to our human brethren.
Together with our Holy Father, Pope Francis who calls for constant
prayer, emphasising the joy of faith that builds our families and our
community, we pray for harmony and love in our societies,
especially in our families. His Holiness said that the family is: “not
only the salt of the earth and the light of the world, but the entire
society.”
St Paul’s call to “rejoice in the Lord at all times” gives our faith a
dimension of ongoing renewal. I now invite you, my beloved, at the
beginning of this liturgical year, to seek for spiritual renewal, and to
return to the Lord. I hope that this will be an occasion for us to
prepare to receive countless spiritual fruit. Let us rejoice in the Lord,
who ever present with us and in our Church.
To Him be Glory forever.
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OUR EPARCHY
Maronite Clergy Meeting with the Bishop
Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 October 2013
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay met with members
of the clergy of Australia at their regular bi-monthly session, for
two days of prayer, and spiritual, pastoral, liturgical and administrative review.
The meetings were opened with the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy. The Divine Office was chanted each afternoon.
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On the first day, His
Excellency presided over the
second part of the series on
“The Role of the Bishop”, to
teach, sanctify and govern.
His Excellency explained that
the priests are the bishop’s
partners in governing the
Church. To govern is to formulate and administer the public policy
and affairs of the Church.
Fr Elie Nakhoul E.V. spoke about the importance of ongoing
formation for priests and about the upcoming programmes to be
put in place commencing at the next clergy meeting, in December.
On the second day, other topics of discussion covered the Church’s
missionary and charitable activities, and the necessary role of
formation and education in developing our spiritual and liturgy. A
new Council of Priests was put in place. Of particular value was the
fact that His Excellency shared his vision with the clergy, and discussed with them how they could take part in the fulfilment of his
plans for the Eparchy and its people.
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OUR EPARCHY
Maronite Bishop Establishes New
Council of Priests
As part of his new plans for the Eparchy, and to comply with the Code of Canons for Eastern
Churches (CCEC), His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay established a new Council of
Priests . This Council acts as a “senate” to the Bishop and is to assist him in accordance with the law
to administer the Eparchy, “so that the pastoral welfare of the people God entrusted to the Bishop
will be effectively promoted” (CCEC 495).
Headed by Bishop Tarabay, the members of the new Council are:

Msgr Marcelino Youssef

Msgr Shora Maree EV

Msgr Emmanuel Sakr EV Fr Elie Nakhoul MLM EV

VG

Fr Joseph Sleiman LMO

Fr Pierre El-Khoury

Fr Maroun Moussa MLM Fr Edmond Andraous AMO

Fr Sam Wehbe

Fr Alain Fares

Fr Tony Sarkis

May the Holy Spirit be with them and guide them to better serve the people of God.

eMarounia Publisher: His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Episcopal Vicar for Media: Fr Elie Nakhoul, MLM, EV
Editor: Mrs Amal Bousamra
Writers: Fr Marcelino Youssef, Fr Yuhanna Azize, Fr Tony Sarkis, Mrs Elise Chedid
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VATICAN NEWS
Bishop Tarabay meets with Pope Francis
At a New Catholic Bishops’ Conference
Tuesday 10 to Thursday 19 September 2013
On Thursday 19 September 2013, Pope Francis
spoke to new bishops gathered from across the
globe, at a new Catholic Bishops’ Conference.
In attendance at the conference, were over 100 bishops from around the world who have been appointed since September of last year, including
bishops from Canada, Ireland, Germany, England,
the United States, South America, the Middle East
and from Australia, including our beloved Bishop,
His Excellency Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.
Their Lordships heard his Holiness speak, encouraging them to tend their flocks and to
welcome, journey and remain with the members of their dioceses.
The conference, which was held this year from Sept. 10 to 19, is designed to provide formation
and orientation for men who have been elevated to the episcopate each year.
The new bishops present participated in a
private audience Thursday with Pope
Francis marking the end of the event.
Quoting the Vatican II document “Lumen
Gentium,” the Pope reminded them that “the
Bishop is a man of communion and unity,
the ‘visible principle and foundation of
unity’.”
The pontiff pressed the bishops to ask
themselves during their daily work, “how to
live the spirit of collegiality and
collaboration in the Episcopate” and how
“to be builders of communion and unity in the Church the Lord has entrusted” to them.
The Holy Father also imparted to the new bishop’s the necessity to journey with one’s flock, a
journey which cannot be completed without affection for his priests and his presence among
his people.
Pope Francis then called for Bishops to serve with humility, which he described as an austerity
and focus on what is essential, saying that pastors must not have “the psychology of Princes.”
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SOCIETY NEWS
Tannourine Hospital opens Australia Ward
The Tannourine people dreamt one day of opening a sorely needed cardiac ward,
with contemporary equipment, in their government hospital. The dream has
become reality, through the hard work of an Australian committee under the
patronage of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.

Tannourine lies in a series of valleys in the north of Lebanon, in the highest
mountains of the Batroun District. It shares its name with a cedar forest of some
60,000 trees, making it the second largest cedar reserve in Lebanon.
Established in June 1999, Tannourine Hospital is
co-funded by the Lebanese government and by
the Tannourine people in Lebanon and around
the world.
The opening of “Australia Ward” took place on
Sunday 22 September 2013, in the presence of
many spiritual, political and social figures,
including Bishop Tarabay.
His Excellency thanked the Tannourine people,
in both Lebanon and the countries of the
Expansion, for their solidarity and cooperation,
without which this project would not have been
possible. He also thanked all those who have
contributed to realising the vision, including the
Australian Lebanese Heart Foundation and its
president, Dr Fred Nasser, a well-known
Australian cardiologist.
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PARISH NEWS
Our Lady of Lebanon Parish, Harris Park
Youth Dinner Dance
Friday 11 October 2013
Congratulations to the Youth of
Our Lady of Lebanon for hosting a
successful Youth Dinner Dance on
Friday 11 October 2013.
With 600 attendees, 30 of which are
youth from Melbourne who were
made welcome in their hearts and
homes.
With thanks to all those who
worked hard towards making this
event successful. May God grant
you His abundant blessings.

Post World Youth Day Sleep-over
Our Lady of Lebanon Harris Park
Youth hosted a sleep over at the
Church grounds for the Word
Youth Day pilgrims to Rio, 2013.

2013 Youth Day pilgrims
to Rio catching up at Our
Lady of Lebanon Centre
Harris Park....
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PARISH NEWS
St Joseph’s Parish, Croydon
Annual Dinner Dance
Friday 25 October 2013
Bellevue, Bankstown

The Priests, members of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Stewardship
Committee extend a warm thanks to all the supporters of St Joseph’s Annual
Dinner Dance, for attending, helping, donating or sponsoring the event.
Big thank you to the event coordinators who made this event possible.
May God grant you His abundant blessings.
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BKERKE NEWS
Patriarch Rai Celebrates Mass with Pope Francis
Together with Maronite Bishops
Wednesday 25 September 2013
The Maronite Patriarch, Cardinal Bechara Rai, assisted Pope
Francis during a Mass on Wednesday 25 September 2013 at
the Vatican. His Beatitude was accompanied by a number of
Maronite bishops and heads of monastic orders during the
morning ceremony, including His Excellency
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay.
At the conclusion of the Mass, Patriarch Rai thanked Pope Francis for his efforts to promote
peace in the region, and also discussed the issues arising from the dispersion of Maronites
throughout the world. Pope Francis called for an international day of fasting and prayer for
peace in Syria and the Middle East, to be held in September 2013.

Patriarch Rai said that in June, a Maronite synod approved the establishment of two new
dioceses, for Africa and Venezuela-Colombia, and expressed his hope that the Pontiff would
formally endorse the move.
Patriarch Rai Meets with Maronite Synod
At Diman Patriarchal See
Wednesday 2 September 2013
Headed by His Beatitude Mar Becharra Boutros Cardinal Rai, and in the presence of His
Eminence Mar Nasrallah Cardinal Sfeir, the Synod of Maronite Bishops and General
Superiors of Maronite Orders and Congregations, held their monthly meeting at the
Summer Patriarchal See, Diman, on Wednesday 4 September 2013.
The Synod evaluated Pope Francis’s four-hour evening prayer service for Syria and the
Middle East in St Peter’s Square on Saturday 7 September, and his appeal for a day of
prayer and fasting. They, in turn, encourage priests and monks to join the Holy Father in
fasting, prayer and repentance, as facilitated by sessions of Adoration in their parishes and
religious centres.
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BKERKE NEWS
The Fathers discussed the current situation in Lebanon, the bombings in certain areas, and
His Beatitude’s visit offering his condolences to the victims’ families of the victims: this was
well received by all Lebanese. They prayed for the repose of the victims’ souls of the victims, and for recovery of those who were injured due to these bombings. They prayed that
our national leaders would meet in order to achieve peace.
Despite the difficult situation in the Middle East, as well as the serious troubles in Lebanon,
many Lebanese from the Expansion summered there. The towns and villages held their
usual expos and festivals. This is an inspiring sign that the Lebanese retain their hope. The
Synod thanked all those who travelled to Lebanon and participated in these celebrations.
The two and a half year old war in Syria is becoming very serious. There is a fear that nuclear weapons will be employed, and that foreign countries will intervene. The Synod warned
that such actions would cause great damage. They prayed for a peaceful conclusion to the
hostilities.
They reviewed the outcomes of the convention “Challenges Facing Arab Christians” held in
Jordan and hosted by His Royal Highness, King Abdallah II. It was attended by Cardinal
Tauran representing the Holy See, many Eastern Patriarchs, and representatives of other
Christian communities, of Islam, and of other religions.

On the occasion of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, members of the Synod wished all Lebanese a holy Feast Day, and invited them to confide their hopes in the Glorious Cross, asking
God to grant all who suffer the courage to bear their pain, and to join with Our Lord Jesus
Christ who suffered and was resurrected.
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LITURGICAL SEASON
October, Month of the Holy Rosary
The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. According to an account by fifteenth-century Dominican,
Alan de la Roch, Mary appeared to St. Dominic in 1206 after he had been praying and doing severe penances
because of his lack of success in combating the Albigensian heresy. Mary praised him for his valiant fight against
the heretics and then gave him the rosary as a weapon, explained its uses and efficacy, and told him to preach it to
others.

Until about the 15th century, hundreds of mysteries were part of the
rosary. At that time, the 15 themes which we know today were
definitively fixed as "the Mysteries of the Rosary." Pope John Paul II, in his
encyclical Rosarium Virginis Mariae, in 2002 added the five Luminous Mysteries.
The Popes tell us that through the meditations of the complete rosary one
recalls and has impressed on his mind, "the chief mysteries of the
Christian religion," "the mysteries of our Redemption," and "the great mysteries of Jesus and His Mother united in joys, sorrows, and triumphs." The
twenty mysteries are divided into four equal groups, known as "The Joyful,"
"The Sorrowful," "The Glorious," and "The Luminous Mysteries."

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC NEWS
Catholic Youth Leaders from all over Australia gathered
in Melbourne recently for a briefing on the inaugural
Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF), to be hosted
by the Melbourne Archdiocese from December 5-7.
With just eight weeks to go until the landmark event,
1700 young people and 12 bishops are registered.
If you, or someone you know would like to find out more about the Festival, please
visit www.youthfestival.catholic.org.au or contact the Youth Office by calling 9412 3300 or
emailing aoy@cam.org.au.

A member of the Australian Catholic Press Association (ACPA) and the Australian Religious Press Association (ARPA)

PO Box 385 STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 | Phone +61 2 9642 0211 | Facsimile +61 2 9742 5290
www.marounia.org.au | marounia@maronite.org.au
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ﻴدﻋوﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ ﻤﺨﺎﻓﺘﻪ ﺒﻴﻨﻤﺎ ﻨﺤن ﻨﺴﺎرع إﻝﻰ اﻝﺘﺴﻠﺢ ﺨوﻓﺎً ﻤن ﺒﻌﻀﻨﺎ اﻝﺒﻌض! ﻴﻠﻬﻤﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ اﻝﺨﻴر وﻨﺤن ﻨﻘﺎوم إﻝﻬﺎﻤﺎﺘﻪ
طﻤﻌﺎً ﺒﻤﻜﺎﺴب وﻜراﺴﻲ أو ﺨوﻓﺎً ﻤن ﻓﻘداﻨﻬﺎ!

إﻝﻰ ﻤﺘﻰ ﺴﻨﺒﻘﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻫذﻩ اﻝﺤﺎل؟ أإﻝﻰ اﻝوﻗت اﻝذي ﻓﻴﻪ ﺴﺘﻀﻴﻊ ﻜل اﻝﻔرص اﻝﻤﺘﺎﺤﺔ ﻝﻨﺎ اﻵن ،وﻨﺼﺒﺢ ﻜﻠﻨﺎ ﺨﺎرﺠﺎً

وراء اﻻﺒواب اﻝﻤﻐﻠﻘﺔ ﻓﻲ وﺠﻬﻨﺎ ،ﺒدل اﻹﺴﺘﻌداد ﻤﻨذ اﻵن ﺒروح اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ واﻝﺘﻌﺎون ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ ﻝدﺨول ﻓرﺤﺔ اﻝﻌرس ﻤﻊ
اﻝﻌرﻴس اﻝﺴﻤﺎوي ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ؟
إﺨوﺘﻲ وأﺨواﺘﻲ اﻻﺤﺒﺎء،
دم ﺸﻬداﺌِﻨﺎ اﻻﺒطﺎل ﻝم ﻴذﻫب ﺴدى وﻝم ﻴﻬدر ﻋﺒﺜﺎً .ﻗﻀﻴﺔ ﺸﻬداﺌﻨﺎ ﻫﻲ ﻗﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ .وﻻ أظن أن أﺤداً ﻤﻨﺎ ﺴﻴﺒﺨل ﺒدﻤﺎﺌﻪ
ُ
ﻴوﻤﺎً ﻝﻠدﻓﺎع ﻋن إﻴﻤﺎﻨﻪ وﺤرﻴﺘﻪ وأرﻀﻪ ٕواﺨوﺘﻪ ووطﻨﻪ.

إن اﻝﻔرﺼﺔ ﻤﺘﺎﺤﺔ ﻝﻨﺎ اﻝﻴوم ﻝﻨﺠﻤﻊ ،ﺒﻤﺠﺎﻨﻴﺔ اﻻﺤرار وﺴﺨﺎء اﻷﺒطﺎل ،زﻴت اﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ اﻝواﻓر وﻤﺼﺎﺒﻴﺢ ﻴﻘظﺘﻨﺎ ﻤﺸﺘﻌﻠﺔ،
ﻝﻜﻲ ﻨواﺠﻪ ﺒﺠرأة وﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﺤﻴل اﻝﻌدو اﻝﻜﺎذب ،وﻨﺴﺘﻘﺒل ﻤﻊ ﺸﻬداﺌﻨﺎ ﺒﻔرح وراﺤﺔ ﻀﻤﻴر اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ اﻵﺘﻲ ﻝﻤﻼﻗﺎﺘﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻤﺠد
واﻝﻜراﻤﺔ.
رﺤم اﷲ ﺸﻬداءﻨﺎ اﻝذﻴن ﻀﺤوا ﺒﻨﻔوﺴﻬم ﻓﻲ ﺴﺒﻴل ﻤن أﺤﺒوا ،وأﻋطﻰ اﻝﻘﺎدة اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﻴﻴن اﻝﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﻝﻠﻌﻤل ﻤن أﺠل ﻝﺒﻨﺎن
وﺼون اﻝﺤرﻴﺔ واﻝﺴﻴﺎدة واﻝﻜراﻤﺔ ﻓﻴﻪ.
وﻝﻨﺠدد اﻴﻤﺎﻨﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﷲ ﻋﺎﺌﺸﻴن ﺤﺎﻝﺔ ﺴﻬر ٕواﻨﺘظﺎر ﻝﻤﺠﻲء اﻝرب ،ﻤﺘﻨﺒﻬﻴن إﻝﻰ ﺘﺠﻠﻴﺎﺘﻪ ﻓﻲ ﺤﻴﺎﺘﻨﺎ ،ﻤﺤﻘﻘﻴن ارادﺘﻪ ﻓﻲ
ﺘﺎرﻴﺨﻨﺎ اﻝﺸﺨﺼﻲ واﻝﺠﻤﺎﻋﻲ.
ﺤﻤﻰ اﷲ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن وﺤﻤﻰ اوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ .آﻤﻴن
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إن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ اﻷﺨوﻴﺔ ﻫﻲ اﻝﺘﻌﺒﻴر اﻝﻤﺒﺎﺸر واﻝﻤﻨظور ﻝطﺒﻴﻌﺔ اﻝﻬوﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ .ﻓﻼ ﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ ﻤن دون ﻤﺤﺒﺔ وﻻ
ﻤﺤﺒﺔ ﻤن دون ﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ .وﻫﻨﺎ ﻨﺼل إﻝﻰ ﻀرورة اﻹﻝﺘزام ﺒﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﻬدف اﻝﺜﺎﻝث ﻝﻘﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ ،اﻻ وﻫو ﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ
ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ.
ﺜﺎﻝﺜﺎً :ﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ
دﻤﺎءﻫم ﺜﻤﻨﺎً ﻝﻬﺎ ﻻ ﺘﻜﺘﻤل ﻓﻌﻼً إﻻ ﺒﺎﻜﺘﻤﺎل اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺒﻴﻨﻨﺎ .وﻜم أرﺠو وأﺘﻤﻨﻰ أن
إن ﺤرﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺘﻲ دﻓﻊ ﺸﻬداؤﻨﺎ َ
ﺘﺘﻜﻠل ﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻤرﺠوة ﻓﻲ أﺒرﺸﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ اوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ ،أﻗﻠّﻪ ﻤن ﺨﻼل ﺘوﺤﻴد اﻹﺤﺘﻔﺎل ﺒﺎﻝﻘداس اﻹﻝﻬﻲ اﻝﺴﻨوي
ﻋﻠﻰ ﻨﻴﺔ ﺸﻬداﺌﻨﺎ اﻻﺒرار ،ﻋﻠﻤﺎً ﺒﺄن ﺸﻬداءﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻝﺴﻤﺎء ﻻ ﻴﻨﺘﻤون إﻝﻰ اﺤزاب .وﻴﻨﺘظرون ﺒﺄن ﻨﺘﻌﺎﻝﻰ ﻓوق اﻝﺠراح

ﻨﻘﺴم ﺠﺴد اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ وﻗرﺒﺎﻨﻪ ﻋﻠﻰ
وﻨﺼﻠﻲ ﻝﻬم ﻤﺠﺘﻤﻌﻴن ﺒﺎﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ وﻤوﺤدﻴن ﺒﺎﻹﻴﻤﺎن واﻝرﺠﺎء .ﻓﻼ ﻴﺠوز ﺒﻌد اﻵن أن ّ
ﻋدد اﻨﻘﺴﺎﻤﺎﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺴﻴﺎﺴﻴﺔ وﺘﻴﺎراﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺤزﺒﻴﺔ .ﻫذا ﻤﺎ ارﺠوﻩ وﻫذا ﻤﺎ ﺴﺄﺴﻌﻰ ﻝﻠﺘوﺼل إﻝﻴﻪ ﺒﺎﻝﺘﻌﺎون ﻤﻌﻜم ﻝﻠﺴﻨﺔ اﻝﻤﻘﺒﻠﺔ
إن ﺸﺎء اﷲ .وأﺼﻠﻲ ﻤﻌﻜم راﺠﻴﺎً أن ﺘﺴﻬم اﻝزﻴﺎرة اﻝراﻋوﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻲ ﺴﻴﻘوم ﺒﻬﺎ ﻻﺒرﺸﻴﺘﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ أوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ ﻏﺒطﺔ اﻝﺒطرﻴرك

اﻝﻜﺎردﻴﻨﺎل ﻤﺎر ﺒﺸﺎرة ﺒطرس اﻝراﻋﻲ ﻓﻲ اﻝﻘﺴم اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ ﻤن ﺸﻬر ﺘﺸرﻴن اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ ﺴﻨﺔ  2014ﻓﻲ ﺘﺤﻘﻴق ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ

اﻻﺨوﻴﺔ اﻝﻤرﺠوة.

ﻻ ﻴﺨﻔﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ أﺤد ﻤﻨﺎ ﺒﺄن اﻝﺤﺎﺠﺔ أﺼﺒﺤت ﻤﺎﺴﺔ ﻝﻠﺘﻔﺎﻫم اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻲ اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن ﻜﻤﻘدﻤﺔ ﻝﻠﺘﻔﺎﻫم اﻝوطﻨﻲ
واﻝﺸﺎﻤلٕ .واﻨﻲ أردد أﻨﻪ ﻻ ﻗﻴﺎم ﻝﻠدوﻝﺔ وﻻ رﺠﺎء ﻝﻨﺎ ﺒﻠﺒﻨﺎن ﺠدﻴد إﻻ ﺒﺈﺴﺘﻌﺎدة اﻝﻘرار اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻲ ﻓﻲ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن .ﻫذا اﻝﻘرار
ﻴؤﺴس ﻝﻘرار ﻝﺒﻨﺎﻨﻲ ﻤﺸﺘرك ﺒﻴن ﻜل أﺒﻨﺎء اﻝوطن اﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎﻨﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ إﺨﺘﻼف ﻤذاﻫﺒﻬم .واﻝواﻗﻊ اﻝﻴوم ﻴدﻋوﻨﺎ أﻜﺜر ﻤﻤﺎ
ﺘﻤﻴز ﺒﻬﺎ وطن
ﻤﻀﻰ إﻝﻰ اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ واﻝﻌﻤل ﻤﻌﺎً ﻷن ﻤؤﺴﺴﺎﺘﻨﺎ اﻝدﺴﺘورﻴﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺸﻔﻴر اﻝﻬﺎوﻴﺔ وﺼﻴﻐﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﺘﻲ ّ
اﻝرﺴﺎﻝﺔ أﺼﺒﺤت ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻤﺤك .واﻝﻤؤﺴف أﻨﻨﺎ ﻨﻌرف اﻝطرﻴق إﻝﻰ اﻝﺤل وﻻ ﻨﺴﻠﻜﻪ.
ﻜﻠﻨﺎ ﻨؤﻤن ﺒﺎﷲ وﻨﺼﻠﻲ ﻝﻪ وﻝﻜﻨﻨﺎ ﻨﻌرض ﻋن إﻝﻬﺎﻤﺎﺘﻪ ووﺼﺎﻴﺎﻩ وﻻ ﻨﻌﻤل ﺒﻬﺎ .ﻴدﻋوﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ اﻝﺘﻼﻗﻲ واﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ وﻨﺤن
ﻨﻌﺎﻨد ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺨﺼﺎم واﻝﺘﻔرﻗﺔ!
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وﻴﻘول ﻗداﺴﺔ اﻝﺒﺎﺒﺎ ﻓرﻨﺴﻴس ﻓﻲ رﺴﺎﻝﺘﻪ "ﻨور اﻹﻴﻤﺎن":
اﻨﻌﻜﺎﺴﺎ ﻝرﻏﺒﺎﺘﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ
"إن اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﺒﻼ ﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ ،ﻻ ُﻴﺨﻠّص ،وﻻ ﻴﺠﻌل ﺨطواﺘﻨﺎ ﺜﺎﺒﺘﺔ .ﺒل ﻴﺒﻘﻰ ﻤﺠرد ﺨراﻓﺔ ﺠﻤﻴﻠﺔ،
ً
أﻤر ﻴﻔرﺤﻨﺎ ﺒﻤﻘدار ﺤﺎﺠﺘﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ أن ﻨﺨدع أﻨﻔﺴﻨﺎ أو ﻴﻨﺤﺼر ﻓﻲ ﻤﺠرد ﺸﻌور طﻴب ،ﻴﻌزي وﻴدﻓﺊ ،وﻝﻜﻨﻪ
اﻝﺴﻌﺎدةً ،ا

ﻋﺎﺠز ﻋن دﻋم ﻤﺴﻴرة داﺌﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻝﺤﻴﺎة" ).(24
ًا
ﻤوﻀوﻋﺎ ﻝﺘرددات أﻤزﺠﺘﻨﺎ ،وﻝﺘﻘﻠﺒﺎت اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺦ ،وﻤن ﺜم
ﻴﺒﻘﻰ
ً
ﻓﻠﻨﺠدد وﻝﻨرﺴﺦ إﻴﻤﺎﻨﻨﺎ إذن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺼﺨرة ﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ واﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ وﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ اﻝوطن ﻝﺌﻼ ﺘﺘﺤول ﻗﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ "ﻤﺠرد ﺸﻌور

طﻴب" ﻤﻌرض ﻝﻠﺘﻐﻴﻴر ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﻘﻴﺎس "ﺘرددات أﻤزﺠﺘﻨﺎ وﺘﻘﻠﺒﺎت اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺦ"!
إن رﺴوﺨﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺼﺨرة ﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ﺴﻴؤﻫﻠﻨﺎ ﻝﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﻬدف اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ ﻝﻘﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ ،أي اﻝدﻓﺎع ﻋن اﻝﺤرﻴﺔ.
ﺜﺎﻨﻴﺎً :اﻝدﻓﺎع ﻋن اﻝﺤرﻴﺔ
اﻝﺤرﻴﺔ ﻫﻲ ﻋطﻴﺔ ﺴﺎﻤﻴﺔ ﻤن ﻋﻨد اﷲ وﺤرﻴﺘﻨﺎ ﻫﻲ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﻨﺎ "ﻤﺴﻴرة ﺤﻴﺎة ﺜﺎﺒﺘﺔ وداﺌﻤﺔ" .ﻝم ﻨﻌﺘد ﻴوﻤﺎً ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻌﻴش

ﻓﻲ اﻝذل واﻝﻌﺒودﻴﺔ وﻻ ﺘﺤت ﺤﻜم أي ﻨظﺎم ﺴﻴﺎﺴﻲ أو دﻴﻨﻲ .ﻝﻘد ﺴﻘط ﺸﻬداؤﻨﺎ دﻓﺎﻋﺎً ﻋن اﻝﺤرﻴﺔ وﺼوﻨﺎً ﻝﻬﺎ .ﻓﺤرﻴﺘﻨﺎ
ﻨﺴﺘﻤدﻩ ﺒﺎﺴﺘﻤرار
ﻜﻨز ﺜﻤﻴن ،ﻻ ﺒل ﻫﻲ أﺜﻤن ﻜﻨز ﻝﻨﺎ.
ّ
ﻤن اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ﻴﺴوع اﻝذي ﺒﻤوﺘﻪ وﻗﻴﺎﻤﺘﻪ "ﻗد ﺤررﻨﺎ

ﺘﺤرﻴ اًر" )ﻏﻼ  .(5/1ﻓﻌﻠﻴﻨﺎ واﺠب ﻀﻤﻴري ﺒﺄن ﻨﺤﺎﻓظ
اﻝرب
ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ ﺒﺄﻤﺎﻨﺔ وﺤﻜﻤﺔ وﻴﻘظﺔ" .ﻓﺤﻴث ﻴﻜون روح ّ
ﺘﻜون اﻝﺤرﻴﺔ" )2ﻗور .(3/17
ﻝذﻝك ﻴﺠب ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ أن ﻨﺘﻨﺒﻪ وﻨﺘوﺤد وﻨﺼﻤد وﻨﻨﺎﻀل ﻝﺌﻼ
ﻨﺴﻘط ﻤن ﺠدﻴد ﺘﺤت ﻨﻴر اﻝﻌﺒودﻴﺔ ﻓرﻴﺴﺔ ﻝﻼﻨﻘﺴﺎﻤﺎت
واﻝﺨﻼﻓﺎت .ﻗﺎل رﺒﻨﺎ:
''ﺘﻌرﻓون اﻝﺤ 
ﺤررﻜم… َﻤ ْن ﻴرﺘﻜب اﻝﺨطﻴﺌﺔ ﻴﻜون ﻋﺒداً ،واﻝﻌﺒد ﻻ ﻴﻘﻴم ﻓﻲ اﻝﺒﻴت ﻝﻸﺒد ،ﺒل اﻹﺒن ﻴﻘﻴم
اﻝﺤق ُﻴ 
ق و ّ
ﻝﻸﺒد ،ﻓﺈذا َﺤ ررﻜم اﻹﺒن ﺼرﺘم أﺤ ار اًر ﺤﻘﺎً'' ) ﻴو .(36-32/ 8

اﻝﺤر أن ﻨﺘﻨﺎزل أﺤﻴﺎﻨﺎً ﻋن ﺤﻘوﻗﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺴﺒﻴل ﻤﺼﻠﺤﺔ اﻷﺨوة أو اﻝوطن .
إن ﻫذا ﻻ ﻴﻌﺘﺒر ﺤداً
ﻗد ﻴطﻠب ﻤﻨﺎ ﻀﻤﻴرﻨﺎ ّ
ﺤرروا ﻤن ﻋﺒودﻴﺘﻬم اﻝﺴﺎﺒﻘﺔ ﻝﻴﺨدﻤوا اﷲ ''ﻋﻠﻴﻬم أن
ﻝﺤرﻴﺘﻨﺎ ،ﺒل طرﻴﻘﺎً ﻝﻤﻤﺎرﺴﺘﻬﺎ ﺒﻨوع أﺴﻤﻰ .واﻝﻤؤﻤﻨون إذا ﻤﺎ ﺘَ 

ﻋﺒﻴد ﺒﻌﻀﻬم اﻝﺒﻌض'' )ﻏﻼ  ،(5/13ﻜﻤﺎ 
ﻴوﺠﻬﻬم اﻝروح اﻝﻘدس.
ﻴﺼﻴروا ﺒﺎﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ َ
اﻝﻨﺒوة اﻹﻝﻬﻴﺔ اﻝﻤوﺠﻬﺔ إﻝﻰ ﺠﻤﻴﻊ اﻝﻨﺎس ،ﺘﻔرﻀﺎن ﻓرﻀﺎً ﻤﺒﺎﺸ اًر وﺠﺎزﻤﺎً إﺤﺘرام
ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ اﻹﻨﺠﻴﻠﻴﺔ واﻝدﻋوة إﻝﻰ ّ

ﺤﻘوق اﻝﻜﺎﺌن اﻝﺒﺸري ﺒﺎﻝﺤﻴﺎة واﻝﻜراﻤﺔ .ﻻ ﻓﺎرق ﺒﻴن ﻤﺤﺒﺔ اﻝﻘرﻴب ٕوارادة اﻝﻌدل ،اﻝﺘﻌﺎرض ﺒﻴﻨﻬﻤﺎ ﺘﺸوﻴﻪ ﻝﻠﻤﺤﺒﺔ واﻝﻌدل

ﻤﻌﺎً ،ﻻ ﺒل ُﻴﻜ ﻤل ﻤﻌﻨﻰ اﻝرﺤﻤﺔ ﻤﻌﻨﻰ اﻝﻌداﻝﺔ ،ﺒﺎﻝﺤؤول دون إﻨﻐﻼﻗﻬﺎ ﻓﻲ داﺌرة اﻝﺜﺄر.
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ﻨﻌﻠم  ،أﺒﻬﺎ اﻷﺤﺒﺎء ،ﺨﻼل ﻤﺘﺎﺒﻌﺘﻨﺎ ﻝﻤﺎ ﻴﺠري ﻋﻠﻰ أرض ﻝﺒﻨﺎن وﻓﻲ ﻤﻨطﻘﺔ اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط أن ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻘﻀﻴﺔ ﻝم ﺘﺼل
ﺒﻌد إﻝﻰ ﻤﻴﻨﺎء اﻷﻤﺎن وﻝم ﺘﺤﻘق ﺒﻌد أﻫداﻓﻬﺎ اﻝﻤرﺠوة ،ﻓﺎﻹﻴزﻤﺎن ﻓﻲ ﻤﺤﻨﺔ وﺘراﺠﻊ ،واﻝﺤرﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻀﻴق ،واﻝﺤرﻴﺔ اﻝدﻴﻨﻴﺔ
ﻓﻲ ﻤﻨطﻘﺔ اﻝﺸرق اﻷوﺴط ﺘﻌﺎﻨﻲ ﻤﺎ ﺘﻌﺎﻨﻴﻪ ﻤن اﻀطﻬﺎدات .إن اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ ،رﻏم أﻨﻬﺎ أوﻝوﻴﺔ ،ﻓﻤﺎ زال أﻤﺎﻤﻬﺎ طرﻴق
طوﻴل وﺸﺎق.
ﺘﻀﺤﻴﺎت اﺒطﺎﻝﻨﺎ ُﺴدى وﻻ
ﻓﻬل ﻴﺠوز أن ﻨﻘﺒل ﺒﺄن ﺘذﻫب
ُ
ﻨﺴﻌﻰ إﻝﻰ اﻜﻤﺎل ﻤﺎ اﺴﺘﺸﻬدوا ﻤن أﺠﻠﻪ ﺘﺤﻘﻴﻘﺎً ﻝﻬذﻩ
اﻷﻫداف؟ ﻫل ﻴﺠوز أن ﻨﺨﺘﺼر ﻝﻘﺎءﻨﺎ اﻝﺴﻨوي ﺒﺎﻝذﻜرى
واﻝﺼﻼة واﻝﻘداس وﻻ ﻨﺴﻌﻰ ﻜﺎﻝﻌذارى اﻝﺤﻜﻴﻤﺎت إﻝﻰ ﻤﻌﺎﻴﻨﺔ
ﻨور اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ وﺘﺤﻘﻴق ﻨﻘﻠﺔ ﻨوﻋﻴﺔ ﺤﻜﻴﻤﺔ ﻤﺘﺠددة ﻨﺤو اﻝﺘوﺒﺔ
واﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ ﺒﻴن اﻹﺨوة وأﺒﻨﺎء اﻹﻴﻤﺎن اﻝواﺤد واﻝوطن
اﻝواﺤد؟
ﺤر َك ذﻜراﻫم ﻓﻲ ﻗﻠوﺒﻨﺎ اﻝﻴوم ﺤﻨﻴﻨﺎً ﻝﻠﻌودة إﻝﻰ ﺤﺒﻨﺎ اﻷول اﻝﺒريء ﻴوم ﻨﺸﺄت ﻗﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻹﻨﺴﺎﻨﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ
أﻻ ﻴﺠب أن ﺘُ 
ﺒﺎﻹﻨﻔﺘﺎح أوﻻً ﻋﻠﻰ ﻜل اﻝدﻴﺎﻨﺎت ،وﺒﺎﻝدﻓﺎع ﺜﺎﻨﻴﺎً ﻋن اﻝدور واﻝوﺠود اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﻴن ﻓﻲ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن واﻝﺸرق اﻻوﺴط؟

ﻓﺈذا اﻝﺘزﻤﻨﺎ ﺒﺼدق وأﻤﺎﻨﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻝﺤﻔﺎظ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺎ ﻴﻤﻠﻴﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ رﺒﻨﺎ ﻴﺴوع ،واﺘﻌظﻨﺎ ﻤن ﻤﺜل اﻝﻌذارى اﻝﺤﻜﻴﻤﺎت ،ﻨﺴﺘطﻴﻊ
ﺤﻴﻨﺌذ أن ﻨﺨدم ﻗﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ وﺼوﻻً إﻝﻰ ﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﻨﺠﺎح اﻝﻜﺎﻤل ﻝﻬﺎ .ﻓﻤﺎ ﻝم ﻴﺴﺘطﻊ ان ﻴﺤﻘﻘﻪ ﺸﻬداؤﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺤﻴﺎﺘﻬم ﻋﻠﻨﺎ
ﻨﺤﻘﻘﻪ ﻨﺤن ﻝﻬم وﺒﺎﺴﻤﻬم ،ﺒﻌد اﺴﺘﺸﻬﺎدﻫم!
ﻓﻠﻨﺘوﻗف ﻤﺘﺄﻤﻠﻴن ﺒﺄﻫداف ﻗﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺴﺎﻤﻴﺔ:
أوﻻً :ﺼون اﻹﻴﻤﺎن
ﻻ ﻴﺨﻔﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ اﺤد ﻤﻨﺎ أن ﺼون اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﻫو ﻤن ﺼون اﻝﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ اﻝﺘﻲ ﻴرﺘﻜز ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ .ﻓﻼ ﻴﻤﻜن أن ﻨﺼون اﻹﻴﻤﺎن
وﻨﻨﻤو ﺒﻪ ﻤن دون ﻤﻌرﻓﺔ ﻤﻀﻤوﻨﻪ .وﻤﺘﻰ ﺘﺠددﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻤﻌرﻓﺔ إﻴﻤﺎﻨﻨﺎ ﺒﺎﻝرب ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ اﺒن اﷲ ،اﻝذي ﺘﺎﻝم وﻤﺎت

وﻗﺎم ﻤن أﺠل ﺨﻼﺼﻨﺎ ،ﺤﻴﻨﻬﺎ ﺴﻨﻔﻬم دﻋوﺘﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ اﻝﺸﻬﺎدة .ﻴﻘول آﺸﻌﻴﺎ اﻝﻨﺒﻲ" :إذا ﻝم ﺘؤﻤﻨوا ﻝن ﺘﻔﻬﻤوا" )أش .(7/9
اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ﻴﺴوع ﻫو ﻤﻨطﻠق ﻓﻬﻤﻨﺎ ﻝﺴر اﷲ واﻹﻨﺴﺎن واﻝوﺠود ،واﻝﺼﺨرة اﻝﺘﻲ ﻴﺘرﺴﺦ ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ اﻴﻤﺎﻨﻨﺎ واﻝﻜﻠﻤﺔ اﻝﺤق اﻝﺘﻲ
ﺘﻌطﻲ ﻝﻘﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ ﻤﻌﻨﺎﻫﺎ .ﻓﺈذا ﻏﺎب اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ﻤن ﺼﻠب ﻗﻀﻴﺘﻨﺎ وأﻓق رﺠﺎﺌﻨﺎ ﻏﺎب ﻤﻌﻪ ﺤﻜﻤﺎً اﻝﻤﻌﻨﻰ اﻝﻌﻤﻴق ﻝﺤﻴﺎﺘﻨﺎ

وﺘﻨﺎﺴﻴن ﺤﻘﻴﻘﺔ
أﻫﻤﻠن
واﻻﺴﺎس ﻝوﺠودﻨﺎ ،وﺴﺒب ﻤﻘﺎوﻤﺘﻨﺎ واﺴﺘﺸﻬﺎدﻨﺎ .وﻫذا ﻤﺎ ﺤﺼل ﻤﻊ اﻝﻌذارى اﻝﺠﺎﻫﻼت اﻝﻠواﺘﻲ
َ
َ
ﻤﺠﻲء اﻝﻌرﻴس ﻤن اﻓق ﺤﻴﺎﺘﻬن .وﻝﻜﻨﻪ ﻋﻨدﻤﺎ أﺘﻰ ﺒﺎﻝﻔﻌل وﻓﻲ ﺴﺎﻋﺔ ﻝم ﻴﻨﺘظرﻨﻬﺎ ﻓﺸﻠن ﻓﻲ اﻹﻨﻀﻤﺎم إﻝﻰ ﻓرﺤﺔ
ﻋرﺴﻪ وأﻏﻠق اﻝﺒﺎب.
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لط

ﺒﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺔ ذﻜرى ﺸﻬداء اﻝﺘﻴﺎر اﻝوطﻨﻲ اﻝﺤر )ﻓﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ ﺴﻴدة ﻝﺒﻨﺎن(
واﻝﻘوات اﻝﻠﺒﻨﺎﻨﻴﺔ )ﻓﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ ﻤﺎر ﺸرﺒل(

اﻷﺤد اﻝﺨﺎﻤس ﻤن زﻤن اﻝﺼﻠﻴب  ١٣ -ﺘﺸرﻴن اﻷول ٢٠١٣
اﺨوﺘﻲ واﺨواﺘﻲ اﻻﺤﺒﺎء،
ﻓﻲ ﻫذا اﻷﺤد اﻝﻤﺒﺎرك ،ﻨﺘﺎﺒﻊ ﻤﺴﻴرﺘﻨﺎ اﻝطﻘﺴﻴﺔ واﻝﻠﻴﺘورﺠﻴﺔ ﻋﺒر اﻷزﻤﻨﺔ اﻝﻤﻘدﺴﺔ ﻤﺘﺄﻤﻠﻴن ﺒﺈﻨﺠﻴل اﻷﺤد اﻝﺨﺎﻤس ﻓﻲ
زﻤن اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ،ﻤﺠددﻴن اﻝرﺠﺎء واﻹﻨﺘظﺎر ﻤﻊ اﻝﻌذارى اﻝﺤﻜﻴﻤﺎت ﻝﻤﺠﻲء اﻝرب اﻝذي ﻴﻌطﻴﻨﺎ اﻝﻔرح واﻝﺴﻼم
وﻴﻘدس ﺤﻴﺎﺘﻨﺎ وﻴﻌطﻲ ﻤﻌﻨﻰ ﻝﺴﻬرﻨﺎ وﺘﻀﺤﻴﺎﺘﻨﺎ وﻋﻤﻠﻨﺎ ﺒﻤﻘدار اﻤﺎﻨﺘﻨﺎ ﻝدﻋوﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ وﺸﻬﺎدﺘﻨﺎ ﻝﻠﺤق واﻝﻌدل
واﻝﺴﻼم .

ﻨﻠﺘﻘﻲ اﻝﻴوم ﻝﻺﺤﺘﻔﺎل ﺒﺎﻝذﺒﻴﺤﺔ اﻹﻝﻬﻴﺔ واﻝﺼﻼة ﻝراﺤﺔ ﻨﻔوس ﻤوﺘﺎﻨﺎ وﺸﻬداﺌﻨﺎ اﻝذﻴن ﺴﻘطوا ﻓﻲ ﺴﺎﺤﺔ اﻝﺸرف ﻜﻲ ﻨﺒﻘﻰ
ﻨﺤن وﻴﺤﻴﺎ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن!
ﻝﻘد ﻗدﻤوا ذواﺘﻬم ﺒﺸﺠﺎﻋﺔ وﻝم ﻴﺒﺨﻠوا ﺒدﻤﺎﺌﻬم اﻝذﻜﻴﺔ ﻤن اﺠل ﺨدﻤﺔ ﻗﻀﻴﺔ آﻤﻨوا ﺒﻬﺎ ،وﻻ زاﻝت ﺤﺘﻰ اﻝﻴوم أﻤﺎﻨﺔ ﻓﻲ
أﻋﻨﺎﻗﻨﺎ ،وﻫذﻩ اﻝﻘﻀﻴﺔ اﻝﺴﺎﻤﻴﺔ ﺘﺘﺠﻠﻰ ﻤن ﺨﻼل أﻫداف ﺜﻼﺜﺔ:
أوﻻً :ﺼون اﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ واﻹﻴﻤﺎن،
ﺜﺎﻨﻴﺎً :اﻝدﻓﺎع ﻋن اﻝﺤرﻴﺔ واﻝﺴﻴﺎدة،
وﺜﺎﻝﺜﺎً :ﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ.

اﻝﻌدد اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ | ﺘﺸرﻴن اﻷول 2013
א

א

"وﻝﻨﻔرح ﺒﺎﻝرب اﻝﺤﺎﻀر أﺒداً ﻤﻌﻨﺎ وﻓﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺘﻨﺎ"

ﻤﻊ إﺨﺘﺘﺎم زﻤن اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻤﻘدس وﺒداﻴﺔ زﻤن اﻝﻤﻴﻼد اﻝﻤﺠﻴد ،ﺘﻌﻴش ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺘﻨﺎ
اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ اوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ ﻓرﺤﺎً روﺤﻴﺎً ﻋﻤﻴﻘﺎً ﺘﻌددت ﻤﺼﺎدرﻩ وﺘﻨوﻋت ﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺎﺘﻪ.
وأﻫم ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺎت ﻫو ﻤﻴﻼد اﻝرب ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ واﻝدﺨول ﻓﻲ اﻝزﻤن
اﻝطﻘﺴﻲ  -اﻝﻠﻴﺘورﺠﻲ اﻝذي ﻴﻘودﻨﺎ أوﻻً إﻝﻰ ﻋﻴد ﺘﺠﺴد اﻝرب ﻋﺒر اﻷﺴﺎﺒﻴﻊ
ﺒدء ﻤن
اﻝﺜﻤﺎﻨﻴﺔ ﻤﺘﺄﻤﻠﻴن ﺒﺴر اﻝﺘدﺒﻴر اﻝﺨﻼﺼﻲ ﻤن ﺨﻼل أﻨﺎﺠﻴل اﻷﺤﺎد ً
أﺤد ﺘﻘدﻴس اﻝﺒﻴﻌﺔ إﻝﻰ أﺤد اﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ.
وأﺤد ﺘﻘدﻴس اﻝﺒﻴﻌﺔ ﻫو ﻋﻴد اﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ اﻝﺘﻲ ﻴﻘدﺴﻬﺎ ﺤﻀور اﻝرب ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﻜوﻨﻬﺎ
ﺠﺴدﻩ اﻝﺴري .وﻓﻲ اﻝوﻗت ﻋﻴﻨﻪ ،إﻨﻪ ﻋﻴد ﺒداﻴﺔ اﻝﺴﻨﺔ اﻝطﻘﺴﻴﺔ اﻝﻠﻴﺘورﺠﻴﺔ
اﻝﺘﻲ ﺘﺘﻤﻴز ﺒﻜوﻨﻬﺎ ﻜﻨﺎرة روﺤﻴﺔ ﻤﺘﻌددة اﻷوﺘﺎر واﻷﻨﻐﺎم ﻨوﻗﻊ ﻋﻠﻴﻬﺎ اﻨﺎﺸﻴد
روﺤﻴﺔ ﻤﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ اﻷﻝوان واﻷﻝﺤﺎن ،ﻨرﻓﻌﻬﺎ ﻜﻠﻬﺎ ﺼﻼة ﺸﻜر ﷲ اﻵب واﻹﺒن
واﻝروح اﻝﻘدس ،اﻝذي ﻴﻔﻴض ﻨﻌﻤﻪ وﺒرﻜﺎﺘﻪ ﻋﻠﻴﻨﺎ ﻴوﻤﺎً ﺒﻌد ﻴوم وﺸﻬ اًر ﺒﻌد ﺸﻬر
وﺴﻨﺔً ﺒﻌد ﺴﻨﺔ.
اع ﻷﺒﻨﺎء وﺒﻨﺎت
وﻓﻲ اﺒرﺸﻴﺘﻨﺎ ﺤﻴث اﻨطﻠﻘت ﻤﺴﻴرﺘﻲ ﻤﻌﻜم أﻴﻬﺎ اﻷﺤﺒﺎء ﻜر ٍ
اﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ ﻫﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ اوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ وﻤﻊ إﻋﻼن اﻷوﻝوﻴﺎت اﻝﺴﺒﻊ ﻝﻠﺴﻨوات
اﻝﺴﺒﻊ اﻝﻘﺎدﻤﺔ واﻝﺘﻲ ﺴﺘﺨﺼص eMarouniaﻋدداً ﺨﺎﺼﺎً ﻝﻬﺎ ،ادﻋوﻜم
ﺒروح اﻹﻴﻤﺎن واﻹﻝﺘزام ﺒﻜﻨﻴﺴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ وﺒروح اﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ واﻝرﺠﺎء أن ﻨﺼﻠﻲ
ﻤﻊ ﺒﻌﻀﻨﺎ اﻝﺒﻌض وﻷﺠل ﺒﻌﻀﻨﺎ اﻝﺒﻌض ﻤﺘﻀﺎﻤﻨﻴن ﺒروح اﻝوﺤدة واﻝﻤﺼﺎﻝﺤﺔ
ﻋﺎﻤﻠﻴن ﻋﻠﻰ ﺘﺤﻘﻴق اﻷوﻝوﻴﺎت اﻝﺴﺒﻊ ﺸﻬﺎدةً ﻝﻠرب وﺨدﻤﺔً ﻹﺨوﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺒﺸر.
وﻤﻊ ﻗداﺴﺔ اﻝﺒﺎﺒﺎ ﻓرﻨﺴﻴس اﻝداﻋﻲ دوﻤﺎً ﻝﻠﺴﻼم ﺨﺎﺼﺔً ،ﻤﺸدداً ﻋﻠﻰ ﻓرح
اﻹﻴﻤﺎن اﻝذي ﻴﺒﻨﻲ اﻝﻌﺎﺌﻠﺔ واﻝﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ ،ﻨﺼﻠﻲ ﻤن أﺠل اﻝوﺌﺎم واﻝﻤﺤﺒﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﻤﺠﺘﻤﻌﺎﺘﻨﺎ وﺨﺎﺼﺔً ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎﺌﻼﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﺘﻲ ﻴﻘول ﻋﻨﻬﺎ ﻗداﺴﺘﻪ أﻨﻬﺎ" :ﻤﻠﺢ اﻷرض
وﻨور اﻝﻌﺎﻝم ،اﻨﻬﺎ ﺨﻤﻴرة اﻝﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﻜﻠﻪ!"
وﻤﻊ دﻋوة اﻝﻘدﻴس ﺒوﻝس اﻝﺘﻲ اﻋطت ﺒﻌداً ﻤﻌﺎدﻴﺎً ﻝﻺﻴﻤﺎن ﺤﻴن ﻗﺎل اﻓرﺤوا
ﺒﺎﻝرب ﻜل ﺤﻴن ،ادﻋوﻜم أﻴﻬﺎ اﻷﺤﺒﺎء ﻝﻠﺘﺠدد اﻝروﺤﻲ واﻝﻌودة إﻝﻰ اﻝرب ﻓﻲ
ﺒداﻴﺔ ﻫذﻩ اﻝﺴﻨﺔ اﻝطﻘﺴﻴﺔ اﻤﻠﻴن أن ﺘﻜون ﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺔ ﻹﻋداد ﺜﻤﺎر روﺤﻴﺔ ﻤﺘﻌددة،
وﻝﻨﻔرح ﺒﺎﻝرب اﻝﺤﺎﻀر أﺒداً ﻤﻌﻨﺎ وﻓﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺘﻨﺎ ،ﻝﻪ اﻝﻤﺠد إﻝﻰ اﻷﺒد.

