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OUR SHEPHERD’S MESSAGE
RENEWED HOPE IN NEW TIMES
Dearly beloved,
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Our Maronite Church has a unique way of celebrating the Season of the
Holy Cross, where our liturgical prayers revolve around the exaltation of
that sign, which is the power and glory of God. Therefore, the Holy
Cross is the symbol of hope for our families, our elderly and our youth,
our children, and particularly for those with special needs.
This sacred symbol inspires us to discover our Christian identity and
evangelical mission. It guides us in living them and taking the necessary
measures to develop our spiritual life, relying on the power of the cross
to face the challenges of today's world.
In this issue of our electronic newsletter, eMarounia, I call on everyone in
our Maronite parishes, and all people of faith, to consider the Season of
the Holy Cross as an opportunity to renew our spirit in this Year of Faith,
which we live with the Universal Church. May we return to the source of
our faith and to Jesus Christ who accompanies us on our
journey, to renew our baptismal vows and our love for him and our
witness to his crucifixion. Let us pray together, saying:
Make us worthy, O Lord Jesus, to stand with your mother, the Virgin Mary, in
front of your Holy Cross, reflecting on the greatness of your love which alone
leads us to the glory of the resurrection and to hope of new life. Amen.
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OUR EPARCHY
Diocesan Appointments
We are pleased to announce the following eparchial appointments:
• Fr Marcelino Youssef has been appointed as Vicar General
• Msgr Shora Maree has been appointed as Episcopal Vicar for Youth
• Msgr Emmanuel Sakr has been appointed as Episcopal Vicar for Pastoral Works
• Fr Elie Nakhoul, CLMM has been appointed as Episcopal Vicar for Spiritual and Liturgical
Matters. He would also be in charge of the Media Committee in the Diocese, continuous formation
for clergy and inter-Maronite eparchial matters.

Fr Marcelino Youssef

Msgr Shora Maree

Msgr Emmanuel Sakr

Fr Elie Nakhoul, CLMM

Through the intercession of Mary, St Maroun and the Maronite saints we pray for their success and
wish them the very best.

Our Lady of Lebanon Church Harris Park
Will be named Co-cathedral

On Wednesday 14 August 2013, His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay announced the start of the
process to name the Church of Our Lady of Lebanon a
“Maronite co-cathedral”
in the Eparchy of St Maroun, Australia, together with St
Maroun’s Cathedral, Redfern. Bishop Tarabay said in
his homily: “When we contemplate the future together,
on this feast of the Holy Assumption, I am reminded of
how the Patriarchs of the Maronite Church, wherever
they established their Patriarchal See, would dedicate it
to Our Lady, the patron of our Church. It is fitting,
therefore, to make a concrete statement that this
Diocese is under her care, and looks to her… This shall
mark my commitment to you, and to this church which
has a presence in the community transcending that of
the common parish church”.

eMarounia Publisher: His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Editor: Mrs Amal Bousamra
Writers: Fr Marcelino Youssef, Fr Yuhanna Azize, Fr Tony Sarkis, Mrs Elise Chedid
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OUR EPARCHY
Aged Care and Dementia Relief
We are delighted to announce the launch of two aged care
projects for the Lebanese and Maronite communities in
Western Sydney.
We established our first church in the Sydney suburb of
Waterloo in 1894. Steady migration to this great land has
seen our Maronite community expand significantly,
resulting in a large ageing population. There is now a
critical shortage of culturally sensitive facilities for our
aged, particularly those suffering from dementia. All
sectors of our community have been asking us to address
these issues.
In response to the needs of our community, we are
pleased to announce that we prepared plans to redevelop
and complete the Our Lady of Lebanon Aged Care Centre
at Harris Park, and to commence the St Charbel Care
Centre in Greenacre. These two Maronite Care projects
will be the first of several the Eparchy intends to develop
in coming years in order to serve not only our local
Maronite people, but also the wider and diverse
Australian community.
We take this opportunity to thank and acknowledge the
support of the Federal Government, at the time, in
providing a grant of $10M for these two initiatives. In
particular, we acknowledge the role of the Honourable
Tony Burke, former Minister for Immigration,
Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship, and Minister for the
Arts, for his diligent and committed assistance to our
elderly. We express gratitude to the Honourable Jason
Clare, former Minister for Justice and Minister for Home
Affairs, and the Honourable Chris Bowen, former
Treasurer, for their aged care advocacy. The Eparchy also
acknowledges and thanks the Coalition for its bipartisan
support in pledging to honour the grant - as announced
by the Hon Scott Morrison, Minister for Immigration and
Border Protection
Whenever we serve the elderly and the frail we are serving the Lord Himself, for He is present in the least of our
brothers and sisters.
Whatever we do, we do in
faithfulness to God, and in openness, serving His people.
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OUR EPARCHY
Maronite Clergy Meet with their Bishop for the first Time
The members of the Maronite Clergy of
Australia attended their first clergy meeting with
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
since his installation as Maronite Bishop of
Australia. A record number of 30 clergy from
NSW, Victoria and Queensland, attended for
two days of prayer, and spiritual, pastoral,
liturgical and administrative sessions.
The meetings were opened with the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy. His Excellency facilitated
the first session on the vocation to the Priesthood
to teach, sanctify and govern, which was held over
three sessions of the upcoming clergy meetings.
His Excellency explained that the priests are the
bishop’s partners in teaching.
“The basis for this teaching is the “WORD” of
God found in the Gospel, we teach the Word
taught by the supreme teacher Jesus Christ”, said
Bishop Tarabay.
His Excellency unfolded the essential elements of
teaching.
Delegates of Maronites on Mission made a
presentation to the clergy about the objectives of
the committee and gave a snap-shot of their past
activities and their future plans.
His Excellency communicated his directives to the clergy and shared with them his plans for the
Eparchy and its people, among which are that Maronites on Mission is eventually be established in each
parish.
The meeting concluded by thanking God for all His blessings bestowed upon us all.
Patriarch of
the Ancient Catholic Church of the East
Visits the Maronite Bishop of Australia
On Friday 30 August 2013, His Beatitude Mar Addai II,
Catholic Patriarch of the Ancient Church of the East visited
the Maronite Chancery, as guest of His Excellency, Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay together with His Grace Mar
Yacoub Daniel and selected members of their clergy.
His Beatitude addressed the Maronite Clergy during their
meeting. In his words, he gave a testimony on the situation
of the Christians in Iraq and asked them to keep the Middle
East in their prayers.
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VATICAN NEWS
Pope Francis calls for
Prayer for Peace
in Syria and the Middle East
Tens of thousands of Catholics joined Pope Francis for
a four-hour evening prayer service for Syria and the Middle
East in St Peter’s Square on Saturday 7 September, while
millions of people from around the world joined in a day of
prayer and fasting.
The prayer service began with a procession of the icon of
Mary, Queen of Peace, followed by prayers and the rosary.
Pope Francis called for a "cry for peace" from humanity,
firmly opposing all fighting including any military strikes in
Syria. "War always marks the failure of peace,” said the
Holy Father, “it is always a defeat for humanity."
Earlier in the week, Pope Francis wrote to leaders of the G20
top world economies meeting in Saint Petersburg, Russia,
urging them to "lay aside the futile pursuit of a military
solution".
The Maronite Bishop of Australia echoed this call, together
with all Christians from other denominations, faithful from
other religions and people with no religious affiliations,
who joined in the prayer and fast for peace in the Middle
East.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC NEWS
Bishop Christopher Prowse
named Archbishop of Canberra Goulbourn
Archbishop Denis Hart, President of the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference, has warmly welcomed the
appointment by the Holy Father Pope Francis of Bishop
Christopher Prowse as the Archbishop of Canberra and
Goulburn. Bishop Christopher Prowse is currently the
Bishop of Sale in Victoria. Archbishop-Elect has a
doctorate in moral theology.
Our prayers and wishes accompany him, as he prepares to
take up his new appointment.
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PARISH NEWS
Our Lady of Lebanon Parish, Harris Park
“Rejoice with Mary, Door to Faith” was our Parish Feast week Theme.
Looking back over our Feast Week that took place from 10 to 18 August 2013, we can remember with
joy something special we experienced from God and be able to say we rejoice with Mary our Blessed
Mother.

As we reflect over the week I am sure we can all feel thankful because of the joy on the faces of so
many who helped and participated in the wonderful faith and community events that were organised
and experienced.

We can say therefore that by helping and participating with joy and generosity we have with Mary
walked through the Door of Faith to be closer in Trust and Love to her Son sharing in his mission in
our Parish.
On Wednesday 14 August 2013, the evening of the Feast Day, His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
Tarabay our new Maronite Bishop of Australia celebrated a Solemn Mass, concelebrated by many
priests from the different Maronite parishes. The Feast day Mass attracted over 3,000 members of the
faithful, many of which are religious, civil and community leaders.
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PARISH NEWS
Celebrating the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady
Msgr Shora Maree, the Parish Priest, welcomed all those
present and expresses his thanks to all members who
worked towards making the feast week celebrations
successful.
In his homily, His Excellency thanked the priests who
worked in parish, living and dead, both past and present,
as well as members of the lay faithful, for working hard
towards the advancement of the parish.
At the end of the Mass, the Parish Sodality of the Immaculate Conception presented our beloved Bishop and Msgr Shora Maree each with a gift as a token of love.
Following the Mass, our special guests were escorted to a meal of friendship with the traditional
Lebanese drumming and dancing.

I believe we can feel proud that so much of what is happening through God’s Grace and what we are
doing on a Parish level, Priests, Sisters, staff, volunteers, committee members and parishioners .
Our parishioners gathering for worship in our beautiful Church for our liturgies and all age groups
gathering at different times during the week in our Community, Youth & Pastoral Centre for the
different faith and community up building events as well as to benefit from the MaroniteCare support
services to families and individuals. You may visit our website www.olol.org.au to find out more
about our upcoming events.
We are preparing to launch a new parish website, a Facebook page, and parish application for smartphones to enable us to reach out and communicate to all our parishioners and the wider community.
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PARISH NEWS
Our Lady of Lebanon Parish, Melbourne
Melbourne welcomes our new Bishop with open arms
From the moment our beloved Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay’s plane touched down at Tullamarine Airport
on Saturday 17 August 2013, Melbourne’s parishioners’ arms were outstretched. When His Excellency came
through the gate, he was received with much applause and cheers of welcome. His Excellency reciprocated
with smiles, hugs and often great laughter – what a wonderful way to start our journey with our new Maronite
Bishop.

His busy agenda had already commenced. From meetings with many groups, one after the other; each eagerly
awaiting to meet their new bishop. He, of course, greeted them with much love. What an amazing people’s
leader he truly is.
Bishop Tarabay has been to Melbourne many times as a priest, but this is the first time as our bishop. This is the
first time that as our pastor he has celebrated Mass with us.

And then came the Parish Dinner Dance in his honour and under his patronage we celebrated our parish feast,
the Feast of the Assumption. Once all guests were seated, His Excellency made his presence into the reception
centre. What an awesome moment; clapping, singing, chanting and of course ‘his gentle smile’. It reminded
one of Jesus, just as He would greet His people or just walked and met and greeted them. Your Excellency, you
are truly commencing your journey like a mirror vision of Jesus. All present welcomed him, including Senators, Ministers with much anticipated admiration.
Msgr Joseph Takchi, OAM, greeted our new bishop on behalf of the priests, monks, and religious sisters in
Melbourne.
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PARISH NEWS
Celebrating the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady

As we welcome Your Excellency to our parish we look forward to your guidance and leadership and pray that
you be blessed with good health. We are proud that Our Lady of Lebanon Parish in Melbourne is part of the
Eparchy of Saint Maroun”. Said Msgr Takchi.
“

Bishop Tarabay said in his speech: “As the new bishop of the Maronite Eparchy in Australia I’m very pleased
to be here tonight starting my first pastoral visit to this blessed community in Victoria. After 10 years in Australia, living as a monk, serving as a prior of a monastery, school principal, parish priest, and pastoral worker, I
am called to love and serve you in a special and more perfect manner. As bishop, it is my sacred duty to teach,
sanctify and govern my flock, not in my own name, but in that of Our Lord and His Holy Church.
I must make special mention of Monsignor Joe Takchi, who has worked with you for more than 30 years,
building and guiding, together with the Antonine monks, priests, and all the faithful. Neither can I overlook
the Antonine sisters, who work with low profiles but with the highest dedication. We will always be grateful
to the Melbourne community who have done so much in the different fields of spirituality, politics, education
and aged care. We expect this work will continue to progress and prosper for the glory of God and the good of
the humanity.”

His Excellency met with parish committee members, Church and civil leaders.
Your Grace, you have showered Melbourne with your love, gentleness, spirituality and above all your heart
touching smile.
We wish you every success and under your leadership look forward to working together towards further
growth and future developments of our Maronite parish in Melbourne.
Bernadette Khoury
Public Relations and Media Manager
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BKERKE NEWS
Headed by His Beatitude Mar Becharra Boutros Cardinal Rai, and in the presence of His Eminence Mar
Nasrallah Cardinal Sfeir, the Synod of Maronite Bishops
held their monthly meeting at Diman, summer Patriarchal See, on Wednesday 7 August 2013.

•

•

•

•

The meeting focussed on ecclesiastical and pastoral issues, especially the formation of seminarians and the
ongoing formation of clergy.

•

In their report, the Synod:
•
•

Noted that the Holy Father participated in his first
World Youth Day in Rio De Janeiro with about
3,000,000 youth, of whom 400 had travelled from
Lebanon, as did many other youth of the Eastern
Church. Bishops Atallah, Boujaoude and Bakouni
were also present, with other members of the clergy
and religious. This year’s theme was “Go therefore,
and teach all nations”. His Holiness exhorted the
youth to be like the “leaven in the dough” when they
returned to their home countries.

•

•

Stated that the Maronite Church will pursue with
UNESCO Paris the possibility of including the Valley
of the Saints (Wadi Qannoubine) in the international
heritage listing.
Paid tribute to the Lebanese Army, and encouraged
all to show them respect, for the Army provides our
citizens with security and protection, and defends
their rights.
Warned that the political situation within Lebanon,
where the government is unable to fulfil its proper
function is aggravating the insecurity, leaving many
citizens unprotected. We pray that our political leaders may come to a just resolution as to how best to
lead the country.
Appealed for the formation of a new government
which might be committed to effectively discharging
its duties.
Stated that the crisis in Syria and Palestine is flowing
into Lebanon, as more Syrians and Palestinians seek
refuge. Lebanon should assist these refugees within
her borders, as much as is feasible, but Lebanese citizens must not interfere in Syria’s internal affairs.
Expressed their best wishes to the Muslims of Lebanon, the Middle East and the world, upon the occasion of the Feast of Ramadan.
Wish the Christians of Lebanon, the Middle East and
the Expansion a Holy Feast of the Assumption of
Our Lady, and pray that they will prepare for this
feast united, with loyalty and faith.
Seek the intercession of Our Lady of the Assumption,
and pray that our civil leaders in Lebanon and the
world will unite to put an end to war and to work
towards a better and more peaceful world. Amen.

LITURGICAL SEASON
The Season of the Holy Cross
In the Maronite Church, the feast of the Holy Cross marks the commencement of the final season of the liturgical year. Our
yearly calendar is based on how the earth revolves around the sun. Our liturgical calendar revolves around Our Lord. We
follow his life through to when He who was God consented to die. Indeed, it is a privilege to follow Him. If we do not willingly follow Him in His death, can we expect to follow Him into his Kingdom?
This is why we read in the Gospel for this feast: “When I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all people to myself” (Jn
12:32). We seek our joys and satisfactions on the earth, but we have to get used to looking above this level, to never forgetting
that we are children of heaven. Our Lord said that unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone. The
grain is inside a hard husk. If the husk is broken, the grain can become a new life, bearing fruit. What is our husk? Surely it is
self-love, and the attachment to the world that protects our self-love. To live for God is to live without selfishness. Amen.

A member of the Australian Catholic Press Association (ACPA) and the Australian Religious Press Association (ARPA)

PO Box 385 STRATHFIELD NSW 2135 | Phone +61 2 9642 0211 | Facsimile +61 2 9742 5290
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א ز نא ط
ﻋﻴد ارﺘﻔﺎع اﻝﺼﻠﻴب
"ان ﻜﻠﻤﺔ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻋﻨد اﻝﻬﺎﻝﻜﻴن ﺤﻤﺎﻗﺔ أﻤﺎ ﻋﻨدﻨﺎ ﻨﺤن اﻝﻤﺨﻠّﺼﻴن ﻓﻬﻲ ﻗوة اﻝﻠّﻪ" ) ١ﻗو .(٢٥ - ٨ /١١
ﻴﻌﺘﺒر زﻤن اﻝﺼﻠﻴب آﺨر اﻷزﻤﻨﺔ ﻓﻲ دورﺘﻨﺎ اﻝطﻘﺴﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ ﻓﻌﻠﻰ ﻤدى ﺴﺒﻌﺔ اﺴﺎﺒﻴﻊ ﺘﺘرﻜز اﻝﻘراءات واﻝﺼﻠوات
ﺤول اﻻزﻤﻨﺔ اﻝﻨﻬﻴوﻴﺔ واﻝﻤﺠﻲء اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ واﻝدﻴﻨوﻨﺔ وﻤﺎذا ﻴﻨﺒﻐﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻤرء أن ﻴﻔﻌل ﻝﻴرث اﻝﺤﻴﺎة اﻷﺒدﻴﺔ .وﻤن اﻝﻤﺘﻌﺎرف
ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻋﻤوﻤﺎ ان ﻋﻴد اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻫو ﻤن اﻫم اﻻﻋﻴﺎد ﻓﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ اﻝﻤﺸرق وﻝﻪ اﻝﻌدﻴد ﻤن اﻝﻘﺼص اﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺨﻴﺔ واﻻﺼول
اﻝﻘدﻴﻤﺔ ﻨذﻜر ﻤﻨﻬﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺴﺒﻴل اﻝﻤﺜﺎل ﻻ اﻝﺤﺼر :اﻝﻤؤرخ أوﺴﺎﺒﻴوس ﺒﺎﻤﻔﻴﻠوس أﺴﻘف ﻗﻴﺼرﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻓﻠﺴطﻴن اﻝذي ﻨﻘل
اﻝﻴﻨﺎ رؤﻴﺎ اﻻﻤﺒراطور ﻗﺴطﻨطﻴن اﻝﻜﺒﻴر اﻝذي اﻨﺘﺼر ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﻜﺴﻴﻤﻴﺎﻨوس اﻝذي ﻜﺎن ﻴﻨﺎزﻋﻪ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺤﻜم ﺤﻴث رأى ﻓﻲ
اﻝﺤﻠم ﻋﻼﻤﺔ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻓﻲ اﻝﺴﻤﺎء ﻋﻠﻰ ﻤﺜﺎل ﻨور ﺒﻬﻴﺌﺔ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﺘﺤﺘﻬﺎ ﻋﺒﺎرة ":ﺒﻬذﻩ اﻝﻌﻼﻤﺔ ﺘﻨﺘﺼر".
وﻝﻘد اﺸﺎر اﻝﻘدﻴس ﻜﻴرﻝس اﻷورﺸﻠﻴﻤﻲ ﻓﻲ اﺤدى وﻋظﺎﺘﻪ ﺴﻨﺔ 347م ﻋن وﺠود ذﺨﺎﺌر ﻋود اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻤﻘدس.
وﻝﻘد ذﻜرت اﻝراﻫﺒﺔ اﻴﺠرﻴﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻜﺘﺎﺒﻬﺎ "اﻻﺴﻔﺎر" ﺴﻨﺔ 384 – 381م ﺒﺄن ﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ اورﺸﻠﻴم ﻜﺎﻨوا ﻴﺤﺘﻔﻠون
ﺒﺘﻜرﻴم اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻝﻤدة ﺴﺒﻌﺔ اﻴﺎم ﻴﺠري ﺨﻼﻝﻬﺎ ﻋرض ﻋود اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻤﻘدس ﻝﺘﺴﺠد اﻝﻨﺎس ﻝﻪ اﻜراﻤﺎً وﺘﺸﻔﻌﺎً.
ﺒﺤﺴب اﻝﺘﻘﻠﻴد اﻝﻘدﻴم ﻴﻌود اﻝﻔﻀل ﻝﻠﻘدﻴﺴﺔ ﻫﻴﻼﻨﺔ واﻝدة اﻝﻤﻠك ﻗﺴطﻨطﻴن اﻷول اﻝﻜﺒﻴرﻓﻲ اﻜﺘﺸﺎف ﻤﻜﺎن ﻋود اﻝﺼﻠﻴب
اﻝﻤﻘدس.
اﻤﺎ ﺒﺎﻝﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﺘﺎرﻴﺦ اﻝﻌﻴد ﻓﻜﺎن ﻓﻲ اﻝﺒداﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ  13اﻴﻠول ﺴﻨﺔ  335وﻫو ذﻜرى ﺘدﺸﻴن ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ اﻝﻘﻴﺎﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ اﻝﻘدس ووﻀﻊ
ﻋود اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻓﻴﻬﺎ.
اﻤﺎ اﻝﺘذﻜﺎر اﻝﺜﺎﻨﻲ ﻓﻬو اﻋﺎدة ﻋود اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻰ اﻝﻘدس ،ﺒﻌد ﻨﻘﻠﻪ اﻝﻰ ﻋﺎﺼﻤﺔ اﻝﻔرس ،ﻋﻠﻰ ﻴد اﻝﻤﻠك ﻫرﻗل ﺒﻌد
اﻨﺘﺼﺎرﻩ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﻔرس ﻓﻲ  14اﻴﻠول ﻤن ﺴﻨﺔ .628
ﻴﺘﺒق
ﻋﻴن ﺘﺎرﻴﺦ ﻫذا اﻝﻌﻴد ﻓﻲ  14أﻴﻠول ﻤن ﻜل ﻋﺎم وذﻝك ﻤﻨذ اﻝﻘرن اﻝﺴﺎدس اﻝﻤﻴﻼدي .ﻝم َ
وﺒﺤﺴب اﻝﺘﻘﻠﻴد اﻝﻜﻨﺴﻲ ّ
ﻓﻲ ﻴوﻤﻨﺎ ﻫذا ﻤن ﺨﺸﺒﺔ ﻋود اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻻﺼﻠﻴﺔ اﻻ ﻗطﻌﺘﺎن ،اﻻوﻝﻰ ﻻ ﺘزال ﻓﻲ اورﺸﻠﻴم ،واﻝﺜﺎﻨﻴﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب
اﻝﻤﻘدس ﻓﻲ روﻤﺎ.
وﻝﻠﺼﻠﻴب ﻤﻜﺎﻨﺔ ﺨﺎﺼﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻝﻴﺘورﺠﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ ،ﻓﻔﻲ اﻝﺠﻤﻌﺔ اﻝﻌظﻴﻤﺔ ﻨﺤﺘﻔل ﺒرﺘﺒﺔ ﺴﺠدة اﻝﺼﻠﻴب وﻓﻲ ﻝﻴﻠﺔ ﻋﻴد
اﻝﻘﻴﺎﻤﺔ ﻨﺤﺘﻔل ﺒرﺘﺒﺔ اﻝﺴﻼم ﺤﻴث ﻴزﻴﺢ اﻝﻜﺎﻫن اﻝﻤﺤﺘﻔل ﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻘﺎﺌم ﻤن اﻝﻤوت.
وﻤن اﻝﻌﺎدات اﻝﺸﻌﺒﻴﺔ اﻝﻤﺤﺒﺒﺔ ﺒﻌﻴد اﻝﺼﻠﻴب إﺸﻌﺎل اﻝﻨﺎر ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗﻤم اﻝﺠﺒﺎل واﺴطﺢ اﻝﺒﻴوت وﻓﻲ اﻝﺴﺎﺤﺎت اﻝﻌﺎﻤﺔ،
وﺘرﺠﻊ ﻫذﻩ اﻝﻌﺎدة إﻝﻰ اﻝﻨﺎر اﻝﺘﻲ أﻤرت اﻝﻘدﻴﺴﺔ ﻫﻴﻼﻨﺔ ﺒﺎﺸﻌﺎﻝﻬﺎ ﻤن ﻗﻤﺔ ﺠﺒل إﻝﻰ أﺨرى ﻝﻜﻲ ﺘوﺼل ﺨﺒر ﻋﺜورﻫﺎ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻻﺒﻨﻬﺎ اﻻﻤﺒراطور ﻗﺴطﻨطﻴن.
اﻤﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻝﺒﻨﺎن وﺘﺤدﻴدا ﻓﻲ ﻤدﻴﻨﺔ ﺼور وﺒﻌد اﻻﺤﺘﻔﺎل اﻝﻜﻨﺴﻲ ﺒﺎﻝﻌﻴد ﻴﻨزل اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴون اﻝﻰ اﻝﺒﺤر ﻓﻲ ﻤﻜﺎن ﻴدﻋﻰ
ﺒرﻜﺔ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب وﻴﺴﺒﺤون طوال اﻝﻠﻴل ﺘﺒرﻜﺎ ﺒﻬذا اﻝﻌﻴد.
ﺘﺒﺎرﻜت ﻴﺎ ﻋود اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻤﻘدس ،ﻷﻨك ﺘﻤﻤت اﻻﻨﺒﻴﺎء ﺒرﻤوزﻫم،وأﻨرت اﻝرﺴل ﻓﻲ ﻜ ارزﺘﻬم،وﻜﻠﻠت اﻝﺸﻬداء ﺒﺈﻴﻤﺎﻨﻬم
ووﺼﻠت ﺒﻴن اﻝﻌﻠوﻴﻴن واﻻرﻀﻴﻴن ،ﻫﻠﻠوﻴﺎ.
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أﺒﻨﺎء اﺒرﺸﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻷﺤﺒﺎء،
ﻤﺸﺎرﻜﺘﻲ ﻓﻲ اﺠﺘﻤﺎﻋﺎت اﻷﺴﺎﻗﻔﺔ اﻝﺠدد ﻓﻲ روﻤﺎ ﺘﺸﻜل ﻤﺤطﺔ ﻤﻬﻤﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺒداﻴﺔ
اع ﻷﺒرﺸﻴﺔ ﻤﺎر ﻤﺎرون ﻓﻲ اوﺴﺘراﻝﻴﺎ .وﻗد ﻜﻨﺘم ﻴﺎ أﺒﻨﺎء اﻷﺒرﺸﻴﺔ
ﻤﺴﻴرﺘﻲ ﻜر ٍ
اﻷﺤﺒﺎء ،ﺤﺎﻀرﻴن ﻤﻌﻲ ﻋﻨد إﺤﺘﻔﺎﻝﻲ ﻤﻊ اﺨوﺘﻲ اﻝﻤطﺎرﻨﺔ اﻝﺠدد ﺒﺎﻝﻘداس
اﻹﻝﻬﻲ ﻓﻲ ﺒﺎزﻴﻠﻴك اﻝﻘدﻴس ﺒطرس ﻓﻲ روﻤﺎ ،ﻜﻤﺎ وﻜﻨﺘم أﻴﻀﺎً ﻤوﻀوع
ﻝﻘﺎﺌﻲ وﺤدﻴﺜﻲ ﻤﻊ ﻗداﺴﺔ اﻝﺤﺒر اﻷﻋظم اﻝﺒﺎﺒﺎ ﻓرﻨﺴﻴس اﻝذي ﻴرﺴل ﻝﻜم ﻤن
ﺨﻼﻝﻲ ﺒرﻜﺘﻪ اﻝرﺴوﻝﻴﺔ وﻤﺤﺒﺘﻪ اﻷﺒوﻴﺔ.
وﻤﻊ ﺒداﻴﺔ زﻤن اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻤﻘدس ،زﻤن اﻝرﺠﺎء اﻝﺠدﻴد ﻝﻸزﻤﻨﺔ اﻝﺠدﻴدة ،ﻨﺘﺄﻤل ﻤﻌﺎً ﺒﻌﻼﻤﺔ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب
اﻝﺘﻲ ﺘﺤﻤل ﻤﻌﺎﻨﻲ اﻹﻴﻤﺎن واﻝﺨﻼص ﻤن ﻨﺎﺤﻴﺔ وﻋﻤق ﻤﺤﺒﺔ اﷲ ﻝﻨﺎ ﻓﻲ ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ﻤن
ﻨﺎﺤﻴﺔ أﺨرى.
وﺘﻌﻴش ﻜﻨﻴﺴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ زﻤن اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﻤﻘدس ﺒطرﻴﻘﺔ ﻤﻤﻴزة إذ ﺘﺘﻤﺤور اﻝﺼﻠوات اﻝﻠﻴﺘورﺠﻴﺔ ﺤول
ﻋﻼﻤﺔ اﻝﺼﻠﻴب اﻝﺘﻲ ﻫﻲ ﻗوة اﷲ وﻤﺠدﻩ ،وﺒﺎﻝﺘﺎﻝﻲ اﻨﻬﺎ ﻤﻌﻴن رﺠﺎء ﻝﻌﺎﺌﻼﺘﻨﺎ وﺸﻴوﺨﻨﺎ
وﺸﺒﻴﺒﺘﻨﺎ وأطﻔﺎﻝﻨﺎ ،وﺒﻨوٍع ﺨﺎص ﻝذوي اﻝﺤﺎﺠﺎت اﻝﺨﺎﺼﺔ.
ﻫذا اﻝرﻤز اﻝﻤﻘدس ﻴﻠﻬﻤﻨﺎ أن ﻨﻜﺘﺸف ﻫوﻴﺘﻨﺎ اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺤﻴﺔ ورﺴﺎﻝﺘﻨﺎ اﻹﻨﺠﻴﻠﻴﺔ وﻴرﺸدﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ ﻜﻴﻔﻴﺔ ﻋﻴﺸﻬﻤﺎ
وأﺨذ اﻝﺘداﺒﻴر اﻝﻼزﻤﺔ ﻝﺘطوﻴر ﺤﻴﺎﺘﻨﺎ اﻝروﺤﻴﺔ واﻹﺘﻜﺎل ﻋﻠﻰ ﻗوة اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻓﻲ ﻤواﺠﻬﺔ ﺘﺤدﻴﺎت ﻋﺎﻝم
اﻝﻴوم.
ﻓﻲ ﻫذا اﻝﻌدد ﻤن ﻨﺸرﺘﻨﺎ اﻹﻝﻜﺘروﻨﻴﺔ "أي-ﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺎ" ادﻋو أﺒﻨﺎء اﻹﻴﻤﺎن وﻤﺨﺘﻠف اﻝرﻋﺎﻴﺎ اﻝﻤﺎروﻨﻴﺔ إﻝﻰ
إﻋﺘﺒﺎر زﻤن اﻝﺼﻠﻴب ﻤﻨﺎﺴﺒﺔ ﻝﺘﺠدﻴد اﻹﻴﻤﺎن ﻓﻲ ﺴﻨﺔ اﻹﻴﻤﺎن اﻝﺘﻲ ﻨﻌﻴﺸﻬﺎ ﻤﻊ اﻝﻜﻨﻴﺴﺔ اﻝﺠﺎﻤﻌﺔ ،ﻨﻌود
ﻓﻴﻬﺎ إﻝﻰ ﻤﺼدر اﻴﻤﺎﻨﻨﺎ ورﻓﻴق درﺒﻨﺎ ﻴﺴوع اﻝﻤﺴﻴﺢ ﻝﺘﺠدﻴد ﻤواﻋﻴد ﻋﻤﺎدﻨﺎ وﻤﺤﺒﺘﻨﺎ ﻝﻪ وﺸﻬﺎدﺘﻨﺎ ﻝﺼﻠﺒﻪ.
وﻝﻨﺼﻠﻲ ﻤﻌﺎً ﻗﺎﺌﻠﻴن:
اﻫﻠﻨﺎ أﻴﻬﺎ اﻝرب ﻴﺴوع أن ﻨﻘف ﻤﻊ أﻤك اﻝﻌذراء ﻤرﻴم أﻤﺎم ﺼﻠﻴﺒك اﻝﻤﻘدس ﻤﺘﺄﻤﻠﻴن ﻋظﻤﺔ ﻤﺤﺒﺘك اﻝﺘﻲ
وﺤدﻫﺎ ﺘﻘودﻨﺎ إﻝﻰ ﻤﺠد اﻝﻘﻴﺎﻤﺔ ورﺠﺎء اﻝﺤﻴﺎة اﻝﺠدﻴدة .آﻤﻴن.

