
TORONTO CITY  HALL ,  100  QUEEN STREET WEST ,  SUITE  B39 ,  TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M5H 2N2  

(416)  395-6413  •  Fax :  (416)  397-9290  •  E -Ma i l :  counc i l lor_sh iner @toron to .ca

Volume 2016 • Issue 3

Dear Friends and Neighbours:

You are invited to join me at a Community Shredding Day for residents of Ward 24, taking place November 26th 
at the Cummer Park Community Centre. This is a great opportunity to bring unwanted documents that contain 
personal or confidential information and to have them safely and securely destroyed on-site by a licensed 
commercial shredding truck. Shredding will take place from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and I hope to see you there.

Please note that this event is for the disposal of household documents only, not for commercial operations.  
No fee is charged, however restrictions and instructions are outlined in this newsletter.    

The fall is a very busy time at City Hall and inside this edition of community news, you will find updates from City 
Council as well as local initiatives from around the ward. These include issues such as AirBnB, Ontario Municipal 
Board Reform and phase one of the City’s Transit Network Plan. 

For more information on local items and development in Willowdale, I encourage you to visit my website  
(www.councillordavidshiner.com) for the latest news on projects. As always, should you have any questions or 
comments on these or any other items, please feel free to contact my office.

Warmest Regards,

Councillor, Ward 24 Willowdale
Chair, Planning & Growth Management Committee
Chair, Build Toronto

COMMUNITY SHREDDING DAY
• November 26, 2016 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Cummer Park Community Centre (6000 Leslie Street).  

There is easy access to the site via Leslie Street.

You may bring your unwanted confidential or personal documents for safe and secure disposal.

D A V I D  S H I N E R ’ S 
C o m m u n i t y  N e w s
C o u n c i l l o r  C i t y  o f  T o r o n t o

Stay informed about the latest 

developments, news, and events 

in our ward by visiting us at  

www.CouncillorDavidShiner.com. 

You can also subscribe to email 

updates by request to  

councillor_shiner@toronto.ca.
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REPORTS FROM CITY HALL
Managing Growth and the Ontario Municipal Board 
(OMB) Reform
At the most recent City Council meeting, City Planning 
provided an update to its annual report titled How Does the 
City Grow? The report reviewed the high levels of growth in 
the City with an average of 22,700 units being approved each 
year over the last five years. The growth targets that drive 
these applications and approvals are set and required by the 
Provincial Government through the Places to Grow Act. 

The City is on track to meet the Provincial growth targets and 
in fact, some areas have already exceeded the targets set 
for 2031. Recently, the City has refused more applications 
due to overdevelopment. However as many of you know, 
the Province’s OMB has the final say over developments. 
Developers are appealing to the OMB to avoid participating 
in the City’s planning process and are removing the ability of a 
local community to provide input and shape these applications.

In response to these incidents and the reports, City Council 
supported my recommendation to request the Province to stop 
allowing appeals of the Official Plan, as we have reached and 
are projected to exceed the Provincial growth targets. 

Important – Ontario Municipal Board Review
The Government of Ontario’s Review of the Ontario Municipal 
Board remains open for public comment until December 
19th. I encourage you to share your thoughts and comments 
on reforming the OMB through the official review. You can 
learn more at the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing’s 
website: www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page14965.aspx.

Short Term Rentals (AirBnB)
Executive Committee recently considered a report from 
City Staff regarding short term rental housing, such as the 
service provided by AirBnB. The rise of online services that 
facilitate short term rentals have been covered extensively in 
the media, and some of you may have first-hand experience 
with these services.

In one particular case, our community has experienced 
the difficulty that comes with addressing concerns about 
short term rentals when they are disruptive to neighbours. 
The Committee asked the Executive Director of Municipal 
Licensing & Standards, along with the Chief Planner, to 
bring forward proposed regulations for short term rentals in 
the first half of 2017. 

Transit Network Plan Update
With all of this development pressure in Toronto, City Council 
knows how important it is to start building more public transit 
to provide relief to our existing lines and from congestion 
on our roads. Council voted to advance phase one of the 
transit network plan which includes new initiatives such as the 
Eglinton West LRT and Mayor Tory’s Smart Track proposal. 

This is an important first step that will permit the City Manager 
to negotiate the required agreements with Metrolinx and to 
proceed with design and background work needed before 
reporting back to City Council for the next steps. I look 
forward to reviewing phase two of the Transit Network Plan 
that will be coming to Council in the first quarter of 2017 with 
more recommendations for transit improvements including 
options to enhance the Yonge and Sheppard subway lines.

Transformation Task Force  
(Toronto Police Services Board)
The City has faced intense budget pressure over the past 
decade and the Toronto Police budget has come under 
particular scrutiny for its rapidly increasing costs. In 
response to ongoing concerns about the business model 
for police operations, the Toronto Police Services Board 
assembled a special task force to help transform the Toronto 
Police Service. An interim report, “The Way Forward: 
Modernizing Community Safety in Toronto,” was published 
earlier this year and underwent public and stakeholder 
consultations.

Recommendations in the report include: a new model for 
community engagement, a shift toward priority response 
rather than primary response, a redesign of the divisional 
map with new boundaries and fewer divisions, a review 
of the Service’s operating budget, and a culture change to 
reflect the communities they serve.

In advance of a final report, I encourage you to read the 
interim report online and to share your comments with the 
Task Force. You can find more information at:  
www.torontopolice.on.ca/TheWayForward/.
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LOCAL NEWS
REIMAGINING THE YONGE ST CORRIDOR
North York Centre, containing the stretch of Yonge Street 
between Sheppard Ave and the Finch Hydro Corridor, has 
undergone substantial growth in recent years. It’s an important 
destination with a concentration of employment, retail and 
residential uses. 

City Staff noted the inconsistent design of infrastructure along 
this route, and reviewed opportunities to renew and improve 
aspects of the aging streetscape. Drawing from consultations 
thus far, staff suggested reimagining Yonge Street as a multi-
modal road with design elements such as widened sidewalks 
and public spaces, separated bike lanes, increased street 
furniture and landscaping.

Initiated as part of the City’s Ten-Year Cycling Network Plan, the 
staff-recommended option would remove the on-street parking 
in each direction to accommodate the new streetscape. At City 
Council, I raised safety concerns to the General Manager of 
Transportation Services that the proposal for a new cycle track 
on Yonge would abruptly stop at Bishop Avenue (just north of 
Finch), leaving northbound cyclists exposed in a busy bus lane 
within a major transit hub continuing to Steeles Ave. Council 
supported my motion to review the corridor comprehensively 
up to Steeles in a second phase starting in 2017.

If you would like more information you can visit the project 
website by searching Reimagining Yonge Street online. To 
provide your input on the study, please contact Kate Nelischer, 
the Public Consultation Coordinator, at knelischer@toronto.ca 
or 416 392-4360. 

The Bayview Arena Off-leash Dog Park, along the Hydro 
Corridor off-road trail.

DEVELOPMENT NEWS
5925-5995 Yonge Street, 11-25 Wedgewood Drive, 
1-8 Doverwood Court, and 42-54 Cummer Avenue 
(Ghods Site)

The second application on this site, significantly revised from 
the original, now includes four mixed-use buildings of 25, 
29, 31, and 43 stories. In the course of City Planning staff’s 
review of the renewed proposal, the applicant appealed to 
the Ontario Municipal Board. A community meeting was 
held in mid-October. If you would like more information on 
this application you can view the report at app.toronto.ca/
tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2016.NY15.35 or by 
visiting the City Planning section of my website.

RED LIGHT CAMERAS
With increases to the neighbourhood volume of traffic, road 
safety continues to be a growing concern of mine. In hearing 
additional concerns from local residents, Transportation 
Services staff reviewed high-volume intersections for safety 
improvements. Two busy intersections have been approved for 
red light cameras to help lower the rate of collisions. 

The new sites are:

1. Bayview Ave. and Sheppard Ave.

2. Steeles Ave. and Yonge St.

Staff have advised me that work is already underway, and the 
cameras should be in full operation by January 1, 2017.

Existing red light cameras in Ward 24 are located at:

• Bayview Ave. and Cummer Ave.

• Finch Ave. East and Willowdale Ave.

• Finch Ave. East and Leslie St.

Cross-section of Yonge Street as it would look with proposed 
cycle tracks and other new design features.
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If you have access to email and would like to receive information on community  
events or issues, please send an email to councillor_shiner@toronto.ca 

LOCAL NEWS
OUTDOOR AMENITIES IN WARD 24
In the last few years, the City has assembled an impressive 
off-road trail in our ward. Beginning west at Willowdale 
and Bishop Ave, this multi-use trail runs east along the 
Hydro corridor to the Don River, where it bends north 
and northeast along Duncan Creek, terminating at Don 
Mills near McNicoll. Supporting infrastructure includes the 
new user-activated signalized crossing at Bayview north 
of Ruddington, the finished Pineway pedestrian bridge 
and staircase, the new bridge over Duncan Creek linking 
Cliffwood Rd and Francine Dr and, still to come, the 
extension of the Duncan Creek Trail at Leslie and Steeles. 

Public amenities along this extended path include the 
Bishop Allotment Gardens, the Bayview Arena Off-Leash 
Dog Park, the Bayview BMX Park, and the Cummer Park 
skateboard, baseball and basketball facilities.

Skateboard enthusiasts may also be interested to know 
that in 2000, Cummer Park opened the first permanent 
skatepark created by the City of Toronto. The City’s 
Parks, Forestry and Recreation division now operates 14 
skateparks across Toronto, with more to come following 
Council’s adoption of the City’s Skateboard Strategy. 

Community engagement is essential to developing better 
public service. Please take a look at the following plans 
and consultation dates for opportunities to have your say:

20-Year Facilities Master Plan:  
www.toronto.ca/parks/facilitiesplan  
A comprehensive plan to guide the City’s investment in 
parks and recreation facilities.  
Consultation Dates: November 5 – 30, 2016

Sport Plan:   
www.toronto.ca/cityofsport 
In collaboration with the Toronto Sports Council, a plan 
to guide planning and delivery of City recreational sport 
programs and services over the next five years. 
Consultation Dates: November 5 – 30, 2016

Permit Process Review:   
www.toronto.ca/makingpermittingbetter 
A comprehensive review of the process for issuing parks 
and facilities permits. 
Online survey available until November 2016

EVA’S INITIATIVES
Many of you may know of my longstanding relationship 
with Eva’s Initiatives, an organization that supports at-risk 
homeless youth with emergency and transitional housing. 
Eva’s runs two shelters in North York where they help 
youth in difficult situations find safe housing, learn new 
skills and get back on their feet. I am proud to have served 
on their Board of Directors for many years. 

Eva’s also operated a third location in a downtown City 
owned building on Ordnance St.  When their site was 
declared surplus they faced difficulties in finding a site and 
paying for the relocation.  I was happy to help find them a 
new home nearby on Brant St. and to secure $5 million of 
financial support towards the $12 million cost of renovating 
to their new site.  Recently I attended the official opening 
and am very proud of what they have accomplished and 
the assistance they provide for homeless youth.

You can find out more about Eva’s and how you can help 
by visiting their website at: www.evas.ca.

 

Important Facts  
for Shredding Day

• Most paper materials can be shredded. 
As a general rule, so long as you can 
tear it, they can shred it.

• Staples & paper clips do not need to be 
removed prior to shredding.

• Binders must be removed as they cannot 
go through the shredder.

• Media is not acceptable and should be 
removed from boxes (eg. CD’s, DVD’s, 
VHS tapes, Floppy discs, etc).

• Batteries must not go through the 
shredder. They are a fire hazard.

• All waste paper will be recycled once 
the destruction process is complete.


