
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, our Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  Amen.” 

Sermon Text:  Isaiah 43: 1-6 
  
President of New Jersey Synod, Bishop Tracey Bartholomew 
Church Board Members 
Honourable Synodicals 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ.  
We bring you warm greetings from your sisters and brothers from all over Namibia; they feel honoured 
and blessed to host the 12th General Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation, to celebrate the 500 
anniversary of Reformation, but also to celebrate the 70th existence of the LWF and I assure you of a 
memorable reception in 2017.  Dear Bishop, accept our profound gratitude for the invitation to visit the 
New Jersey Synod.  Thank you. 
  
The theme of this Synod “Be not afraid” is a threatening occurrence worldwide.  Today, more than 
ever before, we are overwhelmed by uncertainty, fear and anxiety and I am certain many of us have 
already fallen prey to fear/anxiety/uncertainty.  

Through various experiences we all know that worry; anxiety and fear engulf, paralyse and cover us in 
darkness which control our lives.  It can be incapacitating, leaving us in a constant state of hyper-
arousal.  Psychologists speak of the Flight/Fright/Freeze response that occurs in reaction to dangerous 
or stressful situations.  

We live in a time of wars, conflicts, persecution, violence, crime, natural disasters, terrorism, economic 
uncertainty, retrenchments, unemployment, divisions, diseases, rejection and divorce.   We fear for the 
future of our children; we fear for our families today and tomorrow; we fear for our financial security, we 
fear for our safety and the list goes on and on.   

Yet, we are reminded by a quote from Corrie Ten Boom (a Holocaust survivor), who wrote that we 
should: “Never be afraid to entrust an unknown future to a known God”.  “She says that when a 
train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don't throw away the ticket and jump off.  You 
sit still and trust the engineer.”  In that same way God says:  “So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10)   

Dear Sisters and Brothers 
The Bible and indeed our own lives are filled with situations/examples when God has provided us with 
incontestable proof of His ability to silence howling sounds of fear and anxiety.  Therefore, our faith in 
the Lord should always transcend any of our worries and fears.  In our fragile and life threatening 
situations today, the only way to survive and have a meaningful life as a Christian is:  First and 
foremost, to turnto the Lord; and secondly, to turn to one another.   

This kind of dependency and interdependency should be renewed at meetings like this, the 
Celebration of the New Jersey Synod of the ELCA, where everybody will anew entrust his/her life unto 
the inspiring care of Jesus, the immoveable foundation of God, who does not change yesterday, today 
and tomorrow.  Secondly, we should open our hearts to become embracing; change our attitudes from 
exclusivity to inclusiveness.  Our Christian Societies must become a strong base reflecting true love 
and genuine care.  By these two approaches the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ will imprint a 
reason for a smile in our hearts in a world full of fearful incidents.   

In our Scripture Reading we hear God Himself speaking lovingly and personally: “Fear not, for I have  
redeemed you; I have called you by name; You are mine!”  Wow! What a love declaration.  What a 
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true commitment!  This He says to His nation Israel many years ago, and He meant every word.  This 
He says to us in the words of Jesus Christ, His son today:  “And look; I’ll be with you till the close of 
this age! Oh! What a wonderful Gospel!  Oh! What a blessed Assurance.  He knows us by our names!  
And not only that, we belong to him!  As His people, His Church, His Congregation!   

This is exactly what our baptism should mean for us.  We are not baptized in someone else’s name, but 
in the name of the Triune God and by His authority.  Our Baptism means the registering in God’s Book 
of Life as citizens of Heaven.  Our Christening means the grace of our Identity Document.  Graced by 
this marvelous Isaiah declaration, it will be a plus point to know our Baptism dates by heart as we know 
our birth days by heart and celebrate them in style, which highlight God’s intercession in our lives.   

Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
Today, more than ever, He assures us of His ever abiding presence:  “If you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you, they shall not drown you;  and when you walk through the fire, the 
flames will not scorch you.”  God takes a position of defense for us.  God declares His love, care, 
providence and grace for us.   

This gives us the certainty that we are not alone.  God is ultimately for us and stands up for us!  He 
loves us without ifs and buts, unconditionally.  His love is clearly demonstrated in the words of St. Mark 
10:  “The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give his life as a  
ransom for many.”  
  
Jesus Christ is God’s change Agent from fear to bravery; from insecurity to stability; from hatred to love; 
from self-glorification to God’s glory.  Jesus is the Reason for our today, in life as well as in death.  May 
blessings and blessings fall on everybody today.  May the deliberations and decisions of this Synod 
serve to the glory of God and to the good and benefit of His dearly beloved people. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 
Take the little steps of faith today and tomorrow, remembering, every little step of faith is a giant leap in 
the name of our Lord, the Master of our lives, whose is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever 
and ever.  And to these blessed assurance, I want to hear a resounding Hallelujah and an Amen.  
Happy Baptism Affirmation, God’s people!  God bless.   

“And the peace of God, which transcends our understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

Bishop Ernst //Gamxamub          
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Namibia       
06/05/2016 
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