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Things to Keep in Mind!!! 
 

Sunday, May 19th 2013 Annual Meeting at the Ludorf Barn  
——————————————————— 

Old Town Hall Museum will be open on the 1st Sunday of each month 
from 1 -3 PM  starting in February 

———————————————————- 
Home of the Brave:  

When Southbury Said No to the Nazis  
An exhibit created by Curator Jean Hummel and Volunteer Susan Bradbury will be on display until March. 

The DVD will be available for viewing at Old Town Hall Museum on Wednesdays from 10:00 am-12:00 pm. 
———————————————————— 

Abbie Mitchell Williams Exhibit at the Southbury Public Library  
The display includes family photos, artwork and linens made by Abbie  

...and her famous Hot Chocolate Pot. 
————————————————— 

2012 Pewter Ornaments are still available at Town Hall, Marie's Country Furnishings and H&H Stones 
——————————————————— 

 

REMINDER: PLEASE COMPLETE THE ENCLOSED SURVEY AND RETURN TO: 
SOUTHBURY HISTORICAL SOCIETY   PO BOX 124   SOUTHBURY, CT 06488 
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Connecticut Community Foundation 
 

At its meeting on December 5th the Board of Directors of the 
Society approved establishing the following funds with the 
Connecticut Community Foundation. 
 

Southbury Historical Society Endowment Fund - $100,000 
The Endowment Fund will be made up of gifts 
and bequests that have been designated either by the donor or 
the Society’s Board of Directors as being subject to a require-
ment that the principal be maintained intact and invested to 
create a source of income for the Society. The Endowment 
Fund will be held for the beneficial interest of the Society. The 
Society’s Board of Directors may however establish policies 
for the endowment. For example, they may identify an endow-
ment by name for reporting purposes and provide guidelines 
for how the income realized can be used.  

 
Ludorf Barn - Learning Center Fund - $50,000 

The Ludorf Barn Museum and Learning Center Fund is being 
established to provide funding to support clubs, schools, stu-
dents, and teachers in their efforts to develop an understanding 
and insights about Southbury’s first settlers and its agricultural 
heritage. The Leaning Center will provide opportunities to 
observe how people in the 1800's - 1900's lived and worked. It 
will provide learning stations designed to provide young chil-
dren, teenagers and adults various opportunities for hands-on 
activities that will make Southbury’s history come to life.  
 

Southbury Historical Society Revitalization Fund - $15,000 
Revitalization Fund is being established to provide a funding 
to formulate initiatives to reactivate past members and donors, 
to build a new enthusiasm in the community for programs of-
fered by the Society,  to ensure that grants, offering support for 
the mission of the Society, are applied for, and continue the 
Society’s participation in the American Association for State 
and Local History assessment program for small- and mid-
sized history organizations StEPs.  
 

Judith A Grandahl Family Foundation Fund - $50,000 
The Judith A Grandahl Family Foundation Fund is being es-
tablished to recognize the generosity of Grandahl Family 
Foundation over recent years. The fund’s purpose is t to create 
a greater awareness of Southbury’s unique history among the 
residents of Southbury and those in the surrounding communi-

Abbie Mitchell Williams 
1874 – 1967 

The “Grande Dame” of South Britain 
 
Abbie Evelyn Mitchell was born in Southbury on July 29, 
1874, daughter of George and Julia Mitchell.  She lived almost 
her whole life in South Britain, although she did attend a sec-
ondary school in Vermont as a young woman. 
 
Abbie married Charles Patten Williams and they had three 
children, Evelyn, Roger and Winifred.  Sadly, Charles died in 
1904, leaving Abbie to raise their children on her own.  Her 
father was a well-to-do merchant and property owner and he 
helped her financially after the death of her husband.   He had 
renovated one of his South Britain properties for Abbie and her 
husband to live in and she lived there until her death in 1967. 
 
The small village of South Britain was referred to as “the capi-
tal of Southbury.”   Southbury’s  first  town hall was built in 
South Britain in 1873 and the village was much more densely 
populated than the surrounding farmland.  The village was 
typical of the small self-contained mill villages nestled all 
along the rivers of New England in the late 1800’s.  The main 
street was surrounded on either side by rows of houses with a 
few commercial buildings.  Abbie’s grand Victorian house, 
where she moved after her marriage, was located high up on a 
ridge overlooking the entire village, just up the dirt road from 
the little green library. 
 
During the 60 years following her husband’s death, this amaz-
ing woman raised her three children and had many interesting 
careers.  Abbie worked in her father’s general store following 
the death of her husband.  She was the first Librarian at the 
little South Britain Library, worked as the Assessor at the town 
hall, was a newspaper correspondent for both the Newtown 
Bee and the Waterbury Republican-American, writing about 
the goings-on in the little village of South Britain.  She also 
wrote articles for the newspapers regarding Southbury’s reac-
tion to the German Bund and  its effort to locate a camp in 
Southbury. Abbie was Clerk Emeritus of the South Britain 
Congregational Church and was a popular Ladies Aid Hostess, 
serving tea or hot chocolate, then very popular, on the round 
porch of her home overlooking the village.  In addition, she 
was a homemaker, making clothing, linens, etc. for her family,   
Abbie was also a capable artist, painting still life pictures that 
were quite good.  Abbie was truly the “Grande Dame” of 
South Britain, known to all of the residents. 
 
She died in 1967 and was buried in the South Britain Burying 
Ground next to her husband and among many of the townfolk 
she had known all of her life.   
 
Abbie Mitchell Williams was an extraordinary Victorian wom-
an, both industrious and capable!  Please visit our exhibit of 
Abbie and her life at the Southbury Public Library.  The dis-
play includes family photos,  some of her artwork, linens made 
by Abbie and her famous Hot Chocolate pot. 

We Need Your Input 
 

The Southbury Historical Society tries to plan events and 
programs that reflect the mission and interests of our 
members and the community. 
 
To help us in this effort, we will appreciate your com-
pleting the survey that is included with this newsletter 
and mailing it to: 
 

P.O. Box 124, Southbury, CT 06488 
Thank You! 
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Don Mueller and Leigh Graham 
 

StEPs Program Update 
 
The American Association of State and Local History created the StEPs 
program in 2009 to make certain that small and mid-size local history or-
ganizations, like ours, are aware of the current industry Standards and the 
necessity of achieving them. 
 
"In 2011, the StEPs-CT (Standards and Excellence Program for History 
Organizations-CT) program was launched in October, when the sponsor-
ing organizations -- CT Humanities Council and CT League of History 
Organizations -- held informational meetings in the state. Fifty organiza-
tions applied for the program; only twenty-five, including SHS, were ac-
cepted. Those twenty-five organizations were divided into groups of five. 
The Society's group includes the Norwalk Museum and the historical soci-
eties of Woodbury, Shelton and Sherman. 
 
Our Mentor, Don Muller, a former Executive Director of the American 
Clock and Watch Museum, has provided encouragement and practical 
advice during the first three Sections of Mission/Vision/Governance, Au-
dience, and Management and will continue to do so in 2013 for the final 
three Sections..  
 
Leigh Graham, SHS Board Member and Administrator, is in charge of the 
StEPs project for the Society. Her enthusiasm and drive have been critical 
in transforming SHS into a more professional organization. Leigh 
has persuaded other SHS Directors and volunteers to attend 
StEPs "classes," draft policies and forms, do research, etc.  
 
She has directed the myriad facets and ramifications of this fast-paced 
project and, blessedly, will continue doing so for 2013's final three Sec-
tions (Buildings/Landscapes, Interpretation, and Collections.) 
 
Each StEPs Section comprises a set of Standards. Each Standard, in turn, 
is divided into "Performance Indicators" that range from Basic through 
Good to Better. The participating organizations perform a Self-Assessment 
of each Section prior to beginning the course. The eventual goal is 
to complete all the Performance Indicators through "Better." That goal 
may not be completed for some time after the Section is completed, but 
the two sponsoring organizations want to see a concerted effort to eventu-
ally reach that goal. Along the way, as the organization completes Basic, 
they apply for a StEPs Bronze Certificate; Good, a Silver Certificate; Bet-
ter, Gold. To date, SHS has received a Gold Certificate for Mission/
Vision/Governance, applied for a Silver for Audience (we are still working 
on a marketing plan) and a Silver for Management. 
 
As you no doubt have gathered, StEPs is a rigorous project but certainly a 
worthwhile one. In addition to making our Society more professional, 
StEPs has provided the Society with wonderful networking experiences, 
possible grant funding opportunities from the two CT sponsors, and life-
long access to industry publications and on-line information. After only 
one year StEPs has made the Southbury Historical Society a stronger and 
more credible organization. 

Do you know where  
this chimney is? 

 
If you do call the Old Town Hall Muse-
um at 203-405-3124 or visit our web-
site at southburyhistory.org and send an 
email from the “Contact Us” page. The 
person who provides the first correct 
answer will receive a copy of the 
“Home of the Brave” DVD. 

Home of the Brave:  
When Southbury Said No to the Nazis  

 
The 75th anniversary of Southburians banishing the Nazis 
from our town was celebrated and documented in November.  
 
A documentary video has been created by award winning 
filmmaker Scott Sniffen under the auspices of the Society 
working in close collaboration with the Southbury Clergy, 
Town of Southbury, community organizations and local busi-
nesses. It tells the story of how the residents of Southbury 
stood up to hate in a legal, non-violent way.  
 
On Sunday, November 18th nearly 900 people gathered at 
Pomperaug High School for the premiere of the documentary. 
Copies of the DVD are available the Old Town Hall Museum, 
and will be made available to the town's schools and library. 
The Society hopes to make the film more widely accessible in 
an effort to make the events more widely known throughout 
Connecticut. 
 

The Society has a wonderful exhibit on display until March, 
created by Curator Jean Hummel and Volunteer Susan Brad-
bury. The DVD is also available for viewing at Old Town Hall 
Museum on Wednesdays from 10:00am-12:00pm. 

Southbury Historical Society 
2012 Accessions 

 

Yale Geologic Article Betsy Cullen 
Aerial photos of the Purchase Ed Platt 
John Fleming’s  Account Book Esther Ludorf 
Cookbook by Gladys Taber Nancy Metcalf 
Skeel Genealogy Information Nancy Metcalf 
John Ludorf Diaries and Papers Marie Ludorf 
Local historical News Clippings Annamae Hardwick 
Erastus Burr Farmhouse Items Penny Havard 
Southbury Training School Photos Susan Bradbury 
Original charter Southbury Lion’s Club William Lewis 
Two Wallace Nutting pictures Ruth Harney 
Copies Wentworth’s Thesis re the Bund Rev. Shannon Wall 
Abbie Mitchell Williams Belongings Julia Steinis 
Information re the Bund Gladys H. Bartlett 
Postcard/Matchbook Collections Curt & Linda Perry 
Booklets of Local History Curt & Linda Perry 
Southbury Playhouse/Playbill   Harmon Andrews 
Map of Camp Overlook, Lake Zoar Unknown 
Ledger from McCarthy’s Store Unknown 
Painted Saucers  Deloris Curtis 
Arithmetic Book Beth Kempf 
Historical papers  Lillian Wentworth 

Connecticut Glaciers 
 
Ancient glacial scientists believed that the great ice caps were 
biblical in nature. That is, Noah's flood was the original event 
that caused global ice caps. In the 1880's, Louis Agassiz, a 
Swiss geologist offered scientific evidence, based on studies 
conducted in the European Alps that the earth had experienced 
periods  of past ice ages. Moving to America and Harvard Uni-
versity, Agassiz then studied glaciation in North America and 
New England. In the process, geologists gradually embraced 
the idea that the earth was several billions years old, erasing 
previous beliefs that were interpretations by studying the bible. 
 
In Connecticut, evidence of historic glaciation can be seen in 
bed rock striations, carved out lakes and depositions of sand, 
gravel and boulders. The most recent march of ice advanced 
about 25,000 years ago; eventually, the retreating ice created a 
terminal moraine that we know today as Long Island. 
 

Today, glaciers are shrinking worldwide. In some cases, pho-
tos taken a hundred years ago, compared with pictures today 
vividly reflect climate changes. In the Brooks Range of Alas-
ka, vegetation is thriving where previously, permafrost kept 
the tundra frozen in the winter. 
 

Glaciers are also disappearing in the Himalayas; Mt. Kiliman-
jaro ice fields have shrunk by 40%. In Glacial National Park, 
Montana the number of glaciers has dropped from an estimat-
ed 150 in 1850 to, only 50 in the year 2000. 
 
Continuous melting of glaciers has become a serious issue to 
climatologists. Protracted melting would eventually raise sea 
level that would inundate low lying areas like Bangladesh, 
New York City and towns along the southern Connecticut 
shore line. The speed and permanency of this change is disput-
ed by scientists around the world. 
 
Are we witnessing a steady warming trend that will persist 
indefinitely or could increasing temperatures be a brief aberra-
tion in geologic time? 

Susan Bradbury 
3,000 Miles Behind the Wheel 

 

Each week Susan drives  from 
New Milford to South Britain 
to volunteer at The Old Town 
Hall Museum.  Susan grew up 
in South Britain and is a de-
scendent of early Southbury 
families. After marriage she 
moved to the Merryall area of 
New Milford.  Susan served 
as Secretary of The Board of 
Directors for a number of 
years. 

 
Currently she is organizing and computerizing the Society's 
extensive collection of documents, old papers and the books 
stored in the vault at the Museum. This is a major project that 
Susan has undertaken. She spends hours and hours working at 
the Museum's computer entering the data. 
 
In November when  the SHS Bund exhibit fell behind sched-
ule, Susan came to the rescue.  She spent every day for three 
days at her computer creating the signage that explains the 
time line presentation. You can still see Susan's excellent sign-
age and the entire Bund exhibit which will be  on display 
through March at the Museum on Wednesdays from 10-Noon 
or by appointment. 


