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INTRODUCTION
Why We Wrote This Manual
Learning Rights Law Center and the UCLA School of Law joined forces in 2008 to 
create the Juvenile Justice Project. One of the primary objectives of the Juvenile 
Justice Project is to ensure that court-involved youth receive the education that they 
are entitled to, regardless of their involvement with the juvenile justice system. To 
help accomplish this objective, it is fi rst helpful to understand how the juvenile justice 
system works. This Manual is intended to help youth and their families, as well as 
community advocates, do exactly that. 

Some Relevant Statistics

• In Los Angeles County, 90% of juvenile justice youth are Latino or African 
American, and up to 70% of incarcerated youth nationally have a mental 
health problem.1 

• 9% of youth in the United States meet the criteria for special education 
compared with a conservative estimate of 32% of youth within the juvenile 
justice system, where average reading and math abilities are only at a fourth 
grade level.

• Youth with learning disabilities are 200% more likely to be arrested than 
non-disabled youth for comparable delinquent activity.

LIGHT BULB TIP – HOW THIS MANUAL IS ORGANIZED:
This Manual is divided into chapters in the order that a youth would experience 
contact with the probation and court systems. This Manual also has a pull-out 
resource list in case you need more help or have more questions. At the very 
end of this Manual, you will fi nd “Endnotes For Reference” which will tell you 
where to fi nd a law that is referenced in the text of the Manual.

KEY TO KEEPING YOU FREE: 
YOUTH! Look here for the key tips to keeping 

you free and living in the community

PARENT TIPS: 
 PARENTS! Look for these tip boxes 

throughout the Manual for advice on your role 
in the juvenile justice process

4
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OVERVIEW OF 
THE JUVENILE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM 
IN LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY

CHAPTER1

THE JUVENILE JUSTICE 
PROCESS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY
GENERALLY SPEAKING, THERE ARE 5 STEPS IN THE JUVENILE JUSTICE PROCESS: 

DISPOSITION
When the judge orders the 
punishment or rehabilitation 
for a youth.

1 2
3 4
5

ARREST & TEMPORARY 
POLICE CUSTODY INTAKE

When a youth is brought to a youth detention center 
(also known as Juvenile Hall) and the probation offi cer 
decides whether to keep that youth in Juvenile Hall 
or release him or her home prior to the court date.

DETENTION
When a youth is locked 
up in Juvenile Hall.

ADJUDICATION
When the judge decides whether or not 
a youth is guilty of a delinquent act.

Different Types of Bench 
Offi cers in Los Angeles County:

The California Constitution permits courts to appoint 
subordinate judicial offi cers to act as a temporary 
judge when there is court authorization and written 
consent by the parties appearing in court. These 
temporary offi cers are often called a Commissioner or 
Referee. They have the same authority as a judge to 
make fi ndings on Juvenile Court matters. 

CHAPTER 1 5
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It is vital to know the roles of all the key players in the 
juvenile justice system and what they do throughout the 
process. 

District Attorney (“D.A.”) or Prosecutor: The D.A. is a 
lawyer working for the government who has the job of 
charging juveniles for crimes. The D.A. decides whether 
to fi le charges, what charges to fi le and whether or not to 
dismiss charges or plea bargain with the defense attorney. 
The D.A. can also petition to transfer youth to adult court 
where the youth will be tried as an adult. 

Judge: The judge makes the fi nal decision about the case 
after he or she hears arguments from both the D.A. and 
the defense lawyer. Judges often decide things like:

•	Whether the youth is guilty of the crime;

•	What the appropriate disposition (sentencing) 
   should be;

•	Whether and for how long to keep youth in 
   Juvenile Hall; and

•	Sometimes, whether to transfer the case to 
   adult court.

Probation Offi cer (“P.O.”): A P.O.’s job is to learn 
about the youth’s personal situation in order to make 
recommendations to the juvenile court on the appropriate 
disposition of the youth’s case. The P.O. is also supposed 
to provide counsel and support to the youth and his/her 
family. There are different P.O.s, depending on what stage 
the case is at.

Probation Offi cer After Arrest: This P.O. takes youth to 
Juvenile Hall after detention by a law enforcement offi cer 
and conducts an intake. Based on the intake, the P.O. 
decides whether to let the youth go or to keep the youth 
in Juvenile Hall until trial.  

Deputy Probation Offi cers (“D.P.O.”): If a plea is 
entered in court or a trial leads to a disposition, the D.P.O. 
will prepare a report and make a recommendation to 
the court as to what the proper disposition should be. 
After the youth receives a disposition, the D.P.O. will be 
assigned to check up on the youth and make sure he or 
she is following the judge’s orders. The D.P.O. will then 
make recommendations based on his or her follow up 
with the youth.

Defense Lawyer (usually a Public Defender): The 
defense lawyer’s job is to zealously advocate in the youth’s 
defense in court. The youth’s attorney is charged with 
doing everything within the bounds of law to present his 
or her client’s version of the case and evidence that will 
prove his or her client’s innocence. If the youth cannot 
afford to retain a private lawyer, a Public Defender will be 
appointed to represent and defend the youth. Sometimes, 
a judge may assign the youth a “panel attorney” instead 
of a Public Defender if there are other defendants in the 
case to avoid a confl ict of interest. If a child’s family can 
afford a lawyer, a judge might make the family pay for 
some or all of the services of the attorney appointed to 
represent the youth. 

1. Public Defender: An attorney from the Pubic 
Defender’s Offi ce who provides legal representation 
for people charged with crimes who are unable to 
afford a private attorney. 

2. Alternative Public Defender: A highly trained 
criminal defense attorney employed by the County 
of Los Angeles to represent indigent clients when 
the Public Defender has a confl ict of interest.

3. Panel Attorney: A private criminal defense attorney 
who is appointed when the Public Defender and the 
Alternate Public Defender are unavailable or have a 
confl ict. Panel attorneys are on contract with the Los 
Angeles County and are assigned cases on a rotation 
basis. Though they are private attorneys, a panel 
attorney is appointed to represent the youth, free 
of charge, just as a Public Defender or an Alternate 
Public Defender would. Panel attorneys will handle 
the case to completion and submit their invoices 
for reimbursement of their fees to the Los Angeles 
Superior Court for payment.

When dealing with a P.O. as with all other adults 
that may be encountered during the process, the 

youth should stay calm and in control, make eye contact, 
and speak clearly. 

Help your P.O. make a good recommendation for you by 
suggesting programs and giving any positive information 
and documentation you can provide, either progress in 
school, behavior or relationships.

Be careful about what you disclose to the intake probation 
offi cer because it can be used against you in court. You 
can request to speak to your lawyer.  

KEY TO KEEPING YOU FREE: 
Be careful about what you disclose to the 

intake probation offi cer because it can be used 
against you in court. You can request to speak to 
your lawyer. 

Who’s Who in the 
Juvenile Justice System

6 CHAPTER 1
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Counselors/Guards: Counselors or guards are 
probation employees charged with supervising 
youth locked up in Juvenile Hall. They have the 
authority to discipline youth detained in the 
Juvenile Hall.

Ombudsperson: The Offi ce of Ombudsman is a 
division of the Los Angeles County’s Community 
and Senior Services that provides a professional, 
neutral and impartial forum for citizens’ complaints 
against government agencies or offi cials who may be 
infringing on the rights of individuals.2 The Los Angeles 
County has an ombudsman dedicated to investigating 
complaints against the Probation Department. Because 
the ombudsman is an independent entity that operates 
independent of the Probation Department, it provides 
a good option to youth and their families for airing and 
resolving grievances against the Probation Department. 
The Offi ce of Ombudsman, Division of Juvenile Justice is 
a neutral and impartial forum for youth, parolees, families, 
staff and outside stakeholders to bring complaints against 
the Division of Juvenile Justice (“DJJ”).3

Juvenile Justice Commission: This is a county group 
that monitors facilities and other placements. Its job is to 
make sure that the rights of youths are being protected. If 
there is a problem with the way a youth has been treated 
and fi ling a regular grievance did not help that youth, one 
option is to contact the Juvenile Justice Commission for 
help.— Unlike other counties in California, Los Angeles 

County does not have a Juvenile Justice Commission. 
Instead its Probation Commission performs the above-
mentioned functions. 

Juvenile Parole Board: This is the group that decides 
whether a youth incarcerated in a DJJ facility should be 
released on parole. The Juvenile Parole Board has the 
power to release youth on parole, or to “revoke” a youth’s 
parole and put him or her back in the DJJ.4 Confi rm that 
this is the successor to the Youthful Offenders Parole 
Board.

Help your P.O. make a good recommendation for 
you by suggesting programs and giving any positive 

information and documentation you can provide, either 
progress in school, behavior or relationships. 

The most important thing to remember is 
that your lawyer works for YOU – not the 

judge, not your P.O., and not your parents. Help 
your lawyer be a good advocate for you by sharing 
as much information as possible with him or her, 
remembering that all the information you provide 
is confi dential and privileged and will not be shared 
with anyone else without your permission.

Other People in the Juvenile Justice System

There are several allegations and offenses that can land youth 
under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. These juvenile 
offenses are called 601 o ffenses and 602 offenses.7 If an 
offense is serious enough, it can be classifi ed as a 707(b), 
meaning that even if the youth in question is under 18 years 
old, he or she can be sentenced as an adult if found guilty.8 

707(b) cases start in juvenile court, but are later transferred 
to adult court. The following outlines basic information 
regarding 601, 602 and 707(b) offenses: 

Types of Allegations Leading to Juvenile Court
PARENTS – KNOW YOUR 
INVOLVEMENT AND 
OBLIGATIONS: 

If a parent, guardian, or person in charge of a 
minor fails to respond to the directives of the 
School Attendance Review Board, the Review 
Board must refer the minor to the Probation 
Department or to the Welfare Department.  
The Board may also fi le a criminal complaint 
against the parent, guardian, or person in 
charge.

If a parent, guardian, or person in charge of a 

Probation Commission:5 California State 
law6 requires the Los Angeles County to 

have a permanent advisory board, appointed by 
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, 
to oversee the Probation Department. This 
fi fteen-member board, called the Probation 
Commission, serves as a liaison between the 
public, the County Board of Supervisors and the 
Probation Department. In addition, the Probation 
Commission reviews probation programs and 
issues an annual report to the County Board 
of Supervisors based on its evaluation of the 
Probation Department’s policies, programs and 
operations. The Probation Commission also makes 
recommendations regarding budget priorities and 
legislative proposals brought before the County 
Board of Supervisors. 

LOS
ANGELES

LAWS
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If your only charge is a status offense 
listed above, you should not be removed 

from your parents or guardians’ custody except 
during school hours.

If you have this many Total Arrests For these crimes

5 (3 of which occurred in the last 12 months) 3 felonies

10 (3 of which occurred in the last 12 months) 2 felonies

1 (in the last 12 months) 3 or more burglaries, robberies or sexual assaults

10 (3 of which occurred in the last 12 months) 8 misdemeanor crimes of theft, assault, battery, narcotics or 
controlled substance possession, substance abuse, or use or 
possession of weapons.

In most cases, a youth’s charge will be handled in juvenile 
court and the youth will be kept in the juvenile system. 
However, there are some instances when the offense 
with which a youth is charged determines whether the 
prosecuting attorney will charge in juvenile court or 
adult criminal court. 

Many of the things that happen in juvenile court also 
happen in adult courts, but different words are used 
to describe what happens in juvenile court. Terms that 
are used in adult court might be more familiar because 
they are often used in television shows. The chart 
below shows the respective terms used in juvenile 
court, which correspond to the same terms used in 
adult court. (Refer to the “Dictionary of Terms” section 
in Appendix A to fi nd out exactly what these words 
mean.)

It is important to understand that in some circumstances 
the D.A. has the discretion to fi le directly in adult court 
or petition the juvenile court for a transfer to adult 
criminal court. These circumstances will be addressed 
in the detention and trial process section in Chapters 
[4] and [*] below.

JUVENILE COURT ADULT COURT

Petition Charge (offense)

Admit petition Plead guilty to charge

Deny petition Plead not guilty to charge

Petition is found true Found guilty

Petition is found not true Found not guilty

Detention hearing Arraignment

Adjudication Trial

Disposition Sentencing

Juvenile Court v. 
Adult Criminal Court

Status Offenses – California Welfare and Institutions 
Code Section 601
If a person under the age of 18 in California (referred to as 
a “minor” or a “youth”) is accused of any of the following 
items: 

•	Persistently or habitually refuses to obey the 
reasonable and proper orders of his or her parents, 
guardian or custodian;

•	 Is beyond the control of his or her parents, 
guardian or custodian;

•	Violates a city or county curfew ordinance that is 
based solely on age;

•	Has four or more truancies in one school year or 
the School Attendance Review Board (SARB) or 
a P.O. determines that the available public and 
private services are insuffi cient or inappropriate 
to correct the habitual truancy of a minor, or to 
correct the minor’s persistent or habitual refusal 
to obey the reasonable and proper orders or 
directions of school authorities; or

•	Fails to follow the directions of the SARB or a P.O.;

then such minor will fall within the jurisdiction of the 
juvenile court and can be adjudged to be a ward of the 
court. Under Section 601, a minor who is adjudged a ward 
of the juvenile court is not to be removed from the custody 
of his or her parents except during school hours.

Criminal Offenses – California Welfare and Institutions 
Code § 602
If a minor in California violates a United States/California/
municipal law (other than ordinances establishing a curfew 
based solely on age), then he or she can be arrested for 
committing a Criminal Offense.

Note - Serious Habitual Offenders
If a minor meets one of the following conditions set out in the chart 
below, then that youth will be subject to special programs for “serious 
habitual offenders.”9 As such, the youth will be supervised intensely 
both when he or she is in an institution and when he or she comes 
back to the community. Youths identifi ed as serious habitual offenders 
with a serious, sustained pattern of criminal behavior are likely to be 
included in a serious habitual offender database maintained by local law 
enforcement offi cials that can be accessed by prosecutors, probation 
offi cers, schools, and courts to aid in justifying stricter sentencing and 
vertical prosecution.10 

Types of Allegations 
Leading to Juvenile Court (cont.)

8 CHAPTER 1
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CONTACT WITH 
LAW ENFORCEMENT

CHAPTER2

Constitutional Right Against 
Unreasonable Stops, 
Searches and Seizures
The United States and California Constitutions prohibit 
unreasonable stops, searches and seizures by state 
offi cials, including police.11 This constitutional right 
against being unreasonably stopped and/or searched by 
police applies equally to youth under 18 years of age in 
most circumstances.12 

Generally speaking, a police search is not valid unless the 
offi cer has obtained a search warrant. A search warrant 
is evidence that a judge has confi rmed that it is legal 
for police to conduct the requested search. There are a 
variety of situations, however, in which police offi cers may 
not be required to have fi rst obtained a search warrant 
to search a person, a car, a residence or belongings.13

Below is a description of some of the most common and 
less complicated reasons that the police can stop and/or 
search a person without a warrant.14 

Stops by the Police
Police Stops That Only Apply to Youth: Truancy & 
Curfews
Police can stop and sometimes arrest youth for breaking 
laws that do not apply to adults. This includes truancy laws 
regarding school attendance and curfew laws that restrict 
how late youth can be outside unsupervised. 

Suspected Truancy: If a police offi cer sees a person who 
reasonably looks like he or she is skipping school, then 
the offi cer can temporarily stop the youth to investigate 
if he or she is truant (skipping school). A police stop 
for truancy is “reasonable” if the youth looks like he or 
she is between the ages of six and eighteen, and there 
are circumstances suggesting that the minor should be 
at school (for example, it is a week day and it is during 
normal school hours).15 

For most youth, initial contact with the juvenile justice system begins with run-ins 
with various law enforcement offi cers while in the community. Accordingly, it is 
important to understand what rights and options youth have when they encounter, 
are stopped or are temporarily detained by, law enforcement offi cers. 

JUVENILE COURT ADULT COURT

Petition Charge (offense)

Admit petition Plead guilty to charge

Deny petition Plead not guilty to charge

Petition is found true Found guilty

Petition is found not true Found not guilty

Detention hearing Arraignment

Adjudication Trial

Disposition Sentencing

Even if you do everything you can to avoid getting 
in trouble, you can’t always predict when you might 

have a run-in with police. The best way to prepare for 
police encounters is to learn about your rights and know 
what to expect. The following provides information, tips 
and advice for dealing with law enforcement offi cers, 
school security and others with authority to refer you to 
juvenile court.   

CHAPTER 2 9
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If it is the student’s fi rst time getting caught skipping 
school, the offi cer may deliver the student to his or 
her parents or guardian, to school authorities, or to a 
community counseling agency that is set up to receive 
truant students.16 However, if the student is a “habitual 
truant,” meaning that he or she has multiple unexcused 
absences from school, the police offi cer can choose to 
take the student to a probation offi cer.17

Suspected Curfew Violations: If a city has a curfew, 
police can stop youth that they have reasonable suspicion 
to believe are out past curfew. 

If police determine that a youth does not have a good 
reason to be out past curfew, they can decide to transport 
such youth to his or her home in their police car.20 If 
police offi cers take a youth home for a curfew violation 
on more than one occasion, they can charge the parents 
or guardian the cost of transportation, including the cost 
of gas.21 

Police are ordinarily not permitted to take a youth back to 
their police station for questioning when the only offense 
is a curfew violation.22 

Temporary Stops For Suspicion Of Criminal Conduct:
Even if a youth does not want to speak to a police offi cer, 
a police offi cer can temporarily stop and talk to such youth 
if the offi cer has a reasonable suspicion that the person 
that he or she stops is engaging in criminal conduct.23

Pat-Downs and Searches
While police must have some reason, or probable cause, 
to conduct a search of a youth who is not already detained 
or on probation, offi cers may still ask for permission to 
conduct a search. If the youth consents voluntarily to a 
search, the police may subsequently use any incriminating 
fi ndings against that youth. However, if an offi cer’s request 
is made in a way that constitutes a show of authority, 

Whenever you are stopped by police, 
you are required to provide your name 

and address; otherwise, you can be charged with 
the crime of refusing to obey a police offi cer’s 
lawful order.  However, police cannot take a 
minor into custody, solely for refusing to show 
his or her driver’s license or some other form of 
identifi cation. Aside from your identity, do not 
talk to the police about anything else before 
talking to your parents AND a lawyer.  [Citation?]

Stops by the Police (cont.)

If you are in a friend’s car, and your friend 
consents to a search of his or her car, 

evidence found may be used against you even 
though you are a passenger.Mark Also, if your 
parents tell police that it’s OK for them to search 
their house, police might be able to use whatever 
they fi nd against you.Mark

NEVER tell police that it is okay for them 
to search you, your home, your car, or your 
belongings. Always tell police that you want to 
wait until they have a warrant.

In the City of Los Angeles, it is unlawful 
for youth under 18 to be out in a public 

place between 10:00 P.M. and sunrise.
18

 Public 
places include sidewalks, parks, streets, 
or parking lots. There are, however, some 
exceptions.
 
The curfew laws do not apply to youth who are 

a. on sidewalks right next to their house, 
b. supervised by their parents or guardians, 
c. on an errand for their parent or guardian, 
d. at work, 
e. on their way home or 
f. going to a public event 
(including things like sporting events, movies, and dances).

19
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School security and police are often referred to as School Resource Offi cers 
(“SRO’s”). Los Angeles Unifi ed School District has its own police department, 

known as the Los Angeles School Police Department (“LASPD”). LASPD is separate 
from LAPD. However, it is important to know that LASPD enforcement offi cers have the 
same authority as any other police offi cer. 

Tell Your Attorney About the Search(es). 
The law regarding searches and whether 

evidence found in searches can be used against a 
person in court is really complicated.  The best thing 
to do is tell your defense attorney everything about 
the search. 

leading a youth to reasonably believe that he or she 
must comply with the search, the interaction becomes a 
detention. Because a detention may be unlawful prior to 
the search, the defense attorney should make sure that 
proper procedures were followed in conducting a search 
without a warrant and that the youth had truly consented 
on a voluntary basis to the search.24

Pat-Downs: When a police offi cer temporarily stops a 
person based on suspicion of criminal activity, the offi cer 
has the right to pat-down the outside of the person’s 
clothing to make sure he or she does not have weapons 
in his or her pockets.25 If evidence of a weapon is present, 
an offi cer may retrieve that item only. If the possessing 
that weapon is a crime, the offi cer may arrest that person 
and complete a full-custody search of the suspect.26 (See 
below for information on rights during a search.) 

Searches With Consent: As stated above, police do not 
need a warrant if a person knowingly consents to a search, 
even if the person giving consent is a minor.27 Also, 
evidence found by police in a search that is authorized 
by someone else might be used against another. For 
instance, evidence found in a search authorized by parents 
can sometimes be used against youth. 

Searches At School: While on school grounds, students 
have a lower level of protected privacy due to the 
heightened concern for overall school safety.28 This means 
that searches of lockers, use of metal detectors, pat-
downs of students and of bags are permissible and do not 
require a warrant or a certain level of suspicion. However, 
school employees are forbidden from conducting body 
cavity searches of any kind. School employees are also 
prohibited from removing or moving any or all clothing of 
a student that would allow them to see underclothing or 
private body parts.29

Traffi c Stops: If a youth is pulled over for a minor traffi c 
infraction, such as going slightly over the speed limit or 
speeding,

CHAPTER 2 11
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When police take youth under 18 years of age into custody, 
it is called “temporary custody,” and not an “arrest”; 
however, temporary custody and arrest are essentially 
the same process under the law.30 A police offi cer can 
take youth into temporary custody, without a warrant, 
whenever the offi cer has a reasonable cause to believe 
that the youth committed an offense, violated a juvenile 
court order, or is in need of medical attention.31 

Searches After Being Taken Into 
Custody: Once a person is taken into 
custody, a police offi cer can conduct 
a full search32 of his or her person, 
including the inside of pockets, purses, 
and wallets. Police can also search the 
area where the person was arrested 
to look for weapons or evidence that 
might be destroyed.33 Also, if a person 

is arrested after being pulled over in a car, police may be 
able to search the passenger compartment of the person’s 
car, as well as his or her trunk if it can be accessed from 
the inside of the car.34

Rights During Police Questioning: Before or during 
police questioning, ask for an attorney! Whenever police 
question a person while he or she is in custody, that person 
always has the right to ask for an attorney. Police will not 

ARREST AND 
TEMPORARY 
CUSTODY 

CHAPTER3

Rights that Must Be Read by Police: If you’re arrested, the police 
must tell you about your constitutional rights. This includes 

letting you know that a) anything you say can be used against you in 
court; b) you have the right to remain silent; c) you have the right to have 
an attorney present during police questioning; and d) you will have an 
attorney appointed to you if your family cannot afford to pay for one.
Mark Sometimes it is hard to tell when a stop turns into an offi cial arrest. 
Still, if you are not under arrest, you are NOT obligated to give them 
anything but your identifi cation information.   

(Insert Graphic organizer: Stop – let you go or ticket or take you 
to 1) adult jail. 2) juvi, 3) probation HQ.

1 2
3POLICE LET YOU GO

POLICE GIVE YOU
A TICKET 
(WITH NOTICE TO APPEAR)

YOU ARE TAKEN INTO 
TEMPORARY CUSTODY
(LIKE BEING ARRESTED)

IF YOU GET STOPPED BY THE POLICE
3 THINGS CAN HAPPEN

ONCE IN TEMPORARY CUSTODY YOU CAN GO:

GO TO JAIL GO TO 
JUVENILE HALL

GO TO PROBATION 
HEADQUARTERS OR 

DIVERSION PROGRAM

Temporary Police Custody
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Where Youth Might Be Taken Once in Custody
After youth have been taken into custody, law enforcement may:

Give the youth a warning to stay out of trouble and release him or her without a citation.39 If this happens, 
there is no need to go to court.

Bring the youth to a diversion program, shelter, or counseling program if the city or county has an agreement 
to provide such services.40 Diversion programs are opportunities for the matter to be handled informally, without 
involving the formal juvenile court. With the youth and the parents’ or guardian’s permission, police may directly 
enroll qualifi ed youth into diversion programs. If diversion occurs before charges are fi led, the youth may meet with 
a District Attorney without their own lawyer present. Once the program is fi nished, all charges will be completely 
dismissed and will only appear on your record as an arrest.41 

Give the youth a “notice to appear” in juvenile court on a specifi c date.43 The notice to appear is a ticket that 
states where and when to go to resolve the incident. One of the most common courts that handles tickets is the 
Informal Juvenile and Traffi c Court. Despite this court’s name, 79% of the Informal Juvenile and Traffi c Court’s 
cases do not involve traffi c infractions. Most of the cases 
involve misdemeanors and other kinds of infractions such 
as loitering or truancy violations.44 The court is informal, 
because cases can be heard without the presence of a 
district attorney, so long as the minor consents.45 People are 
also not assigned attorneys to represent them before the 
Informal Juvenile and Traffi c Court. To receive a disposition, 
the youth can admit that he or she committed a violation 

call for an attorney if the person in custody does not ask 
for one. If the person in custody is in the dependency 
system, an attorney should be notifi ed by pager when 
the youth is arrested. If the person in custody asks for an 
attorney, police must stop asking questions and cannot 
resume questioning until the attorney is present. However, 
police can talk to a person in custody without an attorney 
present if that person knowingly and intelligently waives 
the right to an attorney present.35 The validity of such a 
waiver by a person under 18 is determined by the minor’s 
age, intelligence, and arrest record.36 

Drug and Alcohol Testing: Once youth are in police 
custody, police can legally ask them to take a drug or 
alcohol test. So long as the police do not suspect the 
youth of drunk driving, they must tell the youth that the 
test is voluntary and that the youth has the right to refuse 
the test. They also have to tell the youth that he or she has 
a right to talk to his or her parents before taking the test.37

If the youth agrees to take a drug or alcohol test, it can be 
used by a court in deciding a disposition (sentence), but 
it cannot be the sole basis for a petition or fi nding by the 
court.38 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
TO SHARE WITH YOUR CHILD’S ATTORNEY:

• The strengths of your child in school, at work, with family, and in the community. This can include school 
transcripts with grades, recommendation letters from employers or other adults in the community, or anything 
else that might demonstrate your child’s good standing in the community;

• The individual needs of your child, especially mental health, health, and special education needs. Your child’s 
medical history can also be relevant, especially a history of traumatic head injuries or seizures.

• Circumstances at home and school that affect your child’s well being;
• If your child is enrolled in special education, your child’s education history and status, including the 

Individualized Educational Program (IEP);
• If your child has a history of mental illness, your child’s diagnosis and treatment history, including what 

medications your child uses;
• What your circumstances look like, and your capacity to participate in treatment programs with your child; 

and/or
• Information about other family members who can also watch over your child if he or she were released.
• Your child’s prior experiences with Probation. 

• The strengths of your child in school, at work, with family, and in the community. This can include school 
transcripts with grades, recommendation letters from employers or other adults in the community, or anything 
The strengths of your child in school, at work, with family, and in the community. This can include school 

In L.A. County, one example of a diversion 
program is the Juvenile Offender 

Intervention Network, or J.O.I.N, which is a 
voluntary program that provides an alternative to 
the juvenile court process for non-violent, fi rst-
time juvenile offenders.42
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or the court can issue a fi nding that 
the youth committed a violation.46 
The traffi c court hearing offi cer 
can give a variety of dispositions, 
including giving a warning, ordering 
supervised probation, issuing a 
fi ne, suspending driving privileges, 
ordering counseling and treatment 
services, and imposing a curfew.47 
The youth can also deny the charges, 
at which point the case may be fi led 
in a formal delinquency court. 

Bring the youth to a probation 
offi cer at a Juvenile Hall.48 If the 
youth is brought to a P.O., the P.O. 
must take immediate steps to notify the youth’s parent(s) or guardian(s) about where their child is.49 (Please see the 
next chapter on probation intake for more information.) 

In making the decision regarding where to send youth after temporary custody, the police offi cer must prefer the 
alternative that least restricts the youth’s freedom of movement, while being compatible with the minor’s best interests 
and those of the community.50 If a youth is charged with an offense in a group home, but has a suitable placement 
order preventing them from being released to their family home, they will be placed in detention. If the youth has been 
taken into custody without a warrant on the belief that the youth has committed a misdemeanor, the police offi cer must 
deliver the youth to the P.O. within 24 hours.51 

Alternatives to Formal Juvenile Court
Under certain circumstances, alternative courts designed to address specifi c issues may handle cases involving 
minors. 

1. Drug Court: Minors charged with drug-related crimes may have their cases heard in a Los Angeles County 
Drug Court. Drug court programs attempt to address and treat drug and alcohol problems that may have 
contributed to a youth’s trouble with the law. Defense attorneys can request that their clients be transferred to 
drug court, and a judge will determine whether or not to make transfer the case. This court is “pre-disposition,” 
which means that once a youth is transferred, all proceedings take place in this court. Dispositions are typically 
made by considering the child’s participation, willingness to cooperate, and the seriousness of the 
offense. Dispositions from drug court may involve 
counseling, treatment and regular drug testing.52

2. Mental Health Court: If the youth has mental health 
needs, his or her case may be heard in a mental health court.
 

3. Teen Court: Teen Courts are held at Los Angeles County 
high schools. If a youth commits a non-serious crime55 a 
P.O. may refer him or her to a Teen Court where his or her 
case is heard and decided by a jury of other teens. The 
jury questions the youth and provides recommendations 
for disposition, which must be approved by the judge. As long as the youth completes the requirements of the 
disposition within six months, there will be no record of any criminal adjudication.56

Remain silent! When you’re in police custody, you have a right not to talk to police, so use 
it.  Do not talk to police until you have had an opportunity to talk to your attorney. Being 

questioned by police is scary, and sometimes it is hard to stay silent when police want to question 
you. However, anything you say may be used against you in court in the future so think carefully 
before speaking.

Where Youth Might Be 
Taken Once in Custody (cont.)

In L.A., department 95 is the main 
mental health court,53 but Department 

203 is specifi cally for minors with mental 
health issues. The court is designed to offer 
rehabilitative services specifi cally for minors 
with mental health needs, organic brain 
impairments or developmental disabilities.54 
For more detailed information, see Chapter 9.

LOS
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WHAT CAN I DO 
WHEN MY CHILD IS ARRESTED?

Police are required by law to give parents access to their child within 
one hour of the arrest. Although it is not always possible, you should be 
there with your child during questioning and interrogation by police. Your 
presence will help limit police mistreatment of your child.

Important: Do not encourage your child to confess everything to the police 
offi cer. It is best to speak with your child’s lawyer fi rst to decide what 
information is safe to share and what information is not. Until your child can 
speak with his or her lawyer, you should tell your child to remain silent. Your 
main role is to help your child feel safe. Usually, the fi rst opportunity for 
you to speak to your child’s attorney will be at your child’s arraignment. But 
parents can be proactive and call the local Public Defender’s Offi ce to see if 
they have begun a case fi le for the child.

Police are required by law to give parents access to their child within 
one hour of the arrest. Although it is not always possible, you should be 
Police are required by law to give parents access to their child within 

14 CHAPTER 3

learning rights4.indd   14 9/23/11   9:44 AM



After the youth has been arrested and transferred 
to the Probation Department, there will be an 
intake interview. The Probation Department then 
initiates the intake process to the probation and 
juvenile justice system. The Probation Intake Unit 
will investigate the arresting offi cer’s charge against 
the youth and may either settle the matter at intake, 
undertake a program of informal supervision, or fi le a 
petition or request a petition to commence proceedings 
with either the juvenile court directly, or with the 
prosecuting attorney. 

Probation staff will fi ngerprint, photograph, and take a 
DNA sample from the youth, either by hair sample or by 
a swab. That information will be shared with city, county, 
and federal offi cials in an electronic database. 

The youth will then be screened for diseases and 
searched for weapons and will take a shower. Then youth 
will be required to “dress out” in the Juvenile Hall’s “jail 
clothes.” 

The youth will then be screened by a nurse or doctor to 
determine if there are any health problems the staff should 
know about. If the youth has health problems that require 
immediate attention, the medical staff at the Juvenile 
Hall will treat the youth. If the problem requires serious 
and immediate attention, the youth may be escorted 

by Probation staff to the closest hospital for treatment. 
Police are required to take youth to receive treatment for 
urgent medical needs before leaving youth in Probation 
custody. 

Part of the intake interview will be to determine where 
a youth should be housed inside Juvenile Hall. That 
assignment is based on age, height, weight, prior offenses, 
and mental health needs. The youth will also undergo an 
assessment of their education level to determine how the 
hall can meet education needs. 

The youth will also undergo a standard MAYSI 
questionnaire, with 52 yes-or-no questions for the youth 
to answer her or himself. MAYSI stands for Massachusetts 
Youth Screening Instrument. It was developed at the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School and has 
been used for over ten years to identify special mental 
health needs among youth ages 12 to 17. MAYSI includes 
questions about drug and alcohol use, depression, 
anxiety, anger, traumatic experiences, potential psychotic 
disorders, and suicidal thoughts. It should take about ten 
to fi fteen minutes to complete. 

Whether or not you are allowed to go home depends 
on how serious your crime is and information about you 

(whether this is your fi rst time there, whether there is family at 
home to make sure you go to court, etc.). 

THE PROBATION 
INTAKE PROCESS 
AND DETENTION IN 
JUVENILE HALL

CHAPTER4

IF A YOUTH IS 
TEMPORARILY DETAINED AND NOT RELEASED HOME OR DIVERTED, 
       THEN HE OR SHE WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE PROBATION DEPARTMENT. 
The Intake Process

CHAPTER
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Probation Investigation and 
Interview
When a youth is brought to before a P.O., the offi cer must 
immediately investigate the minor’s circumstances and 
the need for further detention.62 The primary purpose 
of interviewing the youth is to ensure that the least 
restrictive means necessary in placing the youth is used, 
not to determine whether any allegations are true or false. 
Interrogation is a function of police offi cers, not P.O.s. 
Therefore, even though the youth should be advised of his 
or her rights to remain silent and to require the presence 
of an attorney, the interview should not be accusatorial.63

Information given by the youth to the P.O. at this interview 
is not admissible as substantive evidence in juvenile or 
adult court.64

LARRC Report
A Probation offi cer will conduct a LARRC evaluation for 
detained youth. That evaluation might not be conducted 
immediately, but will be completed prior to the pre-plea 
hearing. LARRC stands for Los Angeles Risk and Resiliency 
Checkup. 

The LARRC is composed of 60 “items” spread over six 
“subscales.” The subscales are: Delinquency, Education, 
Family, Peers, Substance Abuse, and Individual. The 
“items” are not individualized questions, and the LARRC 
evaluation takes the form of a semi-structured interview. 
For instance, in the Delinquency subscale, an item reads 
“Supportive of Delinquency-CURRENT HISTORY,” but 
no specifi c questions are enumerated. Some sample 
questions for this subscale are “What do you think of 
people who break the law?” “Do you think people should 
obey the law? Why?” and “How much crime is present in 
your neighborhood?”

LARRC is described as a “Risk/Needs and Classifi cation 
tool to help individuals make informed decision about 
the needs and services for youth.” Practically, it will be 
used to determine the specifi c form of detention youth 
will be subject to if they are detained after disposition. 

That can include risk classifi cations and individualized 
detention programs. It also informs the dispositional 
report that a Deputy Probation Offi cer will submit to a 
judge in advance of a disposition hearing. It is an internal 
Probation document and is not typically submitted to a 
court or to attorneys. It will not be used to determine a 
youth’s individualized needs while they are detained in a 
juvenile hall.

Release: Probation Decides 
to Send the Youth Home on 
Own Recognizance:78

 

Upon delivery to the P.O. of a minor who has been taken 
into custody, the P.O. must immediately investigate the 
circumstances of the minor and the facts surrounding his 
or her being taken into custody and must immediately 
release the minor to the custody of his or her parent, 
legal guardian, or responsible relative unless it can be 
demonstrated upon the evidence before the court that 
continuance in the home is contrary to the minor’s welfare 
and one or more of the following conditions exist:

1. The minor needs proper and effective parental 
care or control and has no parent, legal guardian, 
or responsible relative who is willing to exercise 
or capable of exercising such care or control, or 
is actually exercising such care or control;

2. The minor is destitute or is not provided with 
the necessities of life or is not provided with a 
home;

3. The minor’s home is an unfi t place for him or 
her due to neglect, cruelty, or physical abuse by 
either of his or her parents, or by his or her legal 
guardian or by his or her custodian;

4. Continued detention of the minor is urgently 
necessary to protect the minor or reasonably 
necessary to protect other persons or their 
property;

5. The minor is likely to fl ee the jurisdiction;

6. The minor has violated a juvenile court order;

7. The minor is physically dangerous to the public 
due to a mental or physical defi ciency/disorder/
abnormality; or

8. If the minor who is 14 years or older is arrested 
for using a fi rearm when committing or 
attempting to commit a felony or any offense 
listed in California Welfare and Institutions Code 
§ 707(b), the P.O. shall not release the minor until 
he or she appears before a judicial offi cer of the 
juvenile court for a detention hearing.79

 

Upon transfer to the Probation Department, 
P.O.s must inform you that throughout the 

upcoming process you have the right to:

•	Remain silent;

•	Have counsel present during any interview/
interrogation;

•	Refuse a drug test;

•	Have counsel (an attorney) appointed if you are 
unable to afford one; and 

•	Make two phone calls – one to an attorney and 
one to a parent or guardian.

Remember: these rights can be waived, so make sure 
you say that you want to preserve your rights! 
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As a condition for such release of the minor to his 
or her parent, guardian, or responsible relative on 
home supervision, the P.O. must require the minor 
to sign a written promise that he or she understands 
and will observe the specific conditions of home 
supervision release (e.g., curfew and school attendance 
requirements).80 In addition, the P.O. must require the 
minor’s parent, guardian, or responsible relative to sign 
a written promise that he or she understands the specific 
conditions of home supervision release.81 A minor who 
violates a specific condition of home supervision release 
which he or she has promised in writing to obey may 
be taken into custody and placed in secured detention, 
subject to court review at a detention hearing.82  
Moreover, P.O.s can release even those minors who meet 
the conditions set forth above in (4) to (7) by following 
the same process.

Rights During Detention
The following rights apply to youth detained during the intake process:

Right To Refuse A Drug Test: A drug test is voluntary, but the results can be considered at the disposition hearing 
when the court determines what consequences the youth will face after the petition has been sustained (i.e., the youth 
has been determined to be guilty of the charges.57 The youth also has a right to call a parent or a guardian before 
taking the test and the officer must inform the minor of the consequences of taking the test prior to the test being 
given.

Right To Delivery To Probation By Arresting Officer: If the officer has taken a youth into custody on the belief that 
the he or she has committed a misdemeanor, the delivery to the Probation Department must occur within 24 hours.58 

Right To Make Phone Calls: The youth has the right to at least two free, completed phone calls, one to a guardian, 
responsible relative, or employer, and the other to an attorney.59 Phone calls made that go unanswered do not court 
toward the two phone calls.60 A court can order additional free phone calls (“Brown phone calls”) for detained youth. 
In some circumstances, calls to a youth’s attorney might also be free. Otherwise, phone calls will be placed collect. 

In addition, upon arriving with the minor before a P.O., the police officer must take immediate steps to alert parents or 
guardians regarding the status of the minor and where the minor is located.61 

Custody: If Probation Decides 
to Keep the Youth after Intake
If after the intake process with the Probation Department, 
the youth is not released or referred to an informal diversion 
program, he or she is most likely being detained while the 
Probation Department and/or the D.A. files a petition with 
the juvenile court. 

The D.A. must decide if he or she wants to file a petition 
(i.e., the equivalent of filing a criminal charge) against the 
youth. If the D.A. thinks that the allegations are untrue or 
that there is not enough evidence to support the charges, the 
D.A. may choose not to file a petition against the youth and 
the youth will be free to go. Most likely though, the D.A. will 
file a petition against the youth for the type of crime that the 
youth is thought to have committed, and the youth will stay 
in Juvenile Hall until his or her court date.
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Until the disposition hearing has been held and the youth 
has been formally “sentenced” to remain in custody, 
detention in Juvenile Hall is considered temporary and 
the youth will remain at the Juvenile Hall. The following 
outlines the rights youth have while in custody at the 
Juvenile Hall during this period, called the pre-disposition 
phase.

1. 48 Hour Release: Youth taken into custody while 
the P.O. is determining whether or not to file a 
petition with the D.A. or prosecuting attorney 
must be released within 48 hours if a petition is 
not filed to designate the minor as a ward.  

2. Post-Petition Detention Hearing: If a youth is in 
custody because he or she is alleged to have 
committed a felony or a violent misdemeanor, 
or on probation or parole for reasons other than 
a nonviolent misdemeanor, then a detention 
hearing must begin as soon as possible and no 
later than the end of the next judicial day after 
the petition is filed. This usually means within 
24 hours.65 If a youth was arrested without a 
warrant for a nonviolent misdemeanor that did 
not involve weapons and is not on probation 
or parole, or is in custody on a warrant or by 
the authority of the probation officer, then a 
detention hearing must be held no later than 
48 hours from the time of detention (excluding 
weekends and holidays).66

3. Speedy Trial: If a petition is filed and the youth 
is detained, the judge must hold a jurisdiction 
hearing within 15 court days.67 If the judge 
sustains the petition’s allegations (finds the 
youth guilty) at the jurisdiction hearing and the 
minor remains detained, the judge must hold a 
disposition hearing within 10 court days.68 The 
jurisdiction hearing and disposition hearing can 
occur on the same day.69 

4. Education: Youth detained in Juvenile Hall have 
the right to a quality education and the right to 
attend age appropriate classes and to receive 
educational services even when on disciplinary 
or medical status.70 

5. Female Youth’s Reproductive Rights: Female 
youth who are detained have the right to 
continue to use birth control and to receive 
information about birth control, and to have 
access to family planning 60 days prior to her 
scheduled release date.71 Female youth who 
are detained also have the right to an abortion 
and to a doctor of her choice.72 Female youth 

may not be shackled during labor and should 
be transported to the hospital in the least 
restrictive means possible.73

6. Religious Freedom: Juvenile halls in L.A. County 
typically only provide Catholic and Protestant 
Christian religious services to detained youth. 
But all youth regardless of their religious 
views have a right to access religious services. 
Detained youth with religious views that are 
not regularly accommodated by the juvenile 
halls should make request to Probation staff for 
access to the appropriate.  

7. Access to Care: Youth have a right to access 
to care inside the hall. Juvenile Halls use 
“access to care” forms that youth submit to 
confidentially ask for medical or dental care, 
drug abuse counseling, and toe nail cutting. 

Hall Locations
There are three juvenile hall locations in Los Angeles 
County. Youth are mostly taken to whichever hall is closest 
to their place of arrest. 

Central Juvenile Hall
Central, is also sometimes called Eastlake. Youth who 
need medical attention are transferred to Central because 
it is next to U.S.C. Hospital, which treats youth in the hall.  
Central also has several special mental health units to 
house the youth who have the most severe mental health 
or developmental issues.  Central is located at:
 
1605 Eastlake Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90033
(323)-226-8611

Los Padrinos Juvenile Hall
If a female youth is going to be tried as an adult, they 
will be transferred to Los Padrinos. Los Padrinos is located 
at: 

7825 Quill Drive
Downey, CA 90242
(562)-940-8681

Barry J. Nidorf Juvenile Hall
Barry J. Nidorf is often called “Sylmar.” If a male youth is 
going to be tried as an adult, they will be transferred to 
Barry J. Nidorf. It’s located at: 

16350 Filbert St.
Sylmar, CA 91342
(818)-364-2011

IMAGE

Custody: If Probation Decides to  
Keep the Youth after Intake (cont.)
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What to Expect  
Inside the Halls

Schedule:

During weekdays, youth in juvenile halls will follow the 
schedule below:

6:15 – Wake up
7:00 – Breakfast and cleanup
8:30 – Begin school
11:50 – Return from school
12:00 – Lunch and an opportunity to visit Nurse
1:00 – School
2:40 – Return from School
3:30 – Recreation time or time in the Dayroom
5:00 – Dinner
7:00 – Homework
7:30 – Snack
7: 45 – Showers
8:30 – Reading Time
9:00 – Lights Out

During Weekends, You Will Have A Different 
Schedule:

7:00 – Wake up
8:00 – Breakfast and cleanup
9:00 – Recreation or religious services
12:00 – Lunch and an opportunity to visit Nurse
1:00 – Reading or visitation hours
2:30 – Recreation or visitation hours
5:00 – Dinner
6:00 – Recreation time or time in the Dayroom
7:30 – Snack
7: 45 – Showers
8:30 – Reading Time
9:00 – Lights Out

Recreation and dayroom time can include athletic 
activities, television or movies, and special visits from 

groups that work with youth inside. Different housing 
units will be outside at different times, to allow the youth 
to have more space for recreation. 

Visiting Groups include Inside-Out Writers, which helps 
youth inside with written forms like personal narratives, 
poetry, and others; as well as Operation READ, which 
offers tutoring to help youth improve their reading skills. 

Behavior Incentives/Consequences
Juvenile halls have strict rules. Youth inside are not allowed 
to fight, hit, kick, push, or spit at anyone. While they are in 
the hall, they are not allowed to use gang signs, damage 
the hall including graffiti, talk about, plan, or attempt to 
escape, possess anything that might be used as a weapon, 
possess drugs or alcohol, trade food, personal items, or 
medications, and enter staff offices, other minors’ rooms, 
or bathrooms without staff permission. 

Consequences vary depending on the seriousness of a 
violation. They can include verbal warnings, modifying a 
youth’s schedule program, transfer to a Special Handling 
Unit, contacting a youth’s parents, and the filing of 
additional charges. 

Just as there are negative consequences for “bad” 
behavior, there are rewards for “good” behavior. Following 
the rules and participating in the hall’s scheduled program 
without behavioral violations earns detained youth a 
certain amount of “points.” The points can be exchanged 
on Saturdays for special items. 

Grievances
Youth detained have a right to be treated fairly by 
Probation staff, which includes a right to be treated 
respectfully, to be free from threats or verbal abuse from 
staff, to be protected from verbal and physical abuse from 
other detained youth, to have your concerns met, and to 
have your needs for food, clothing, medical, counseling, 
and religious services met. 

If a youth is not being treated fairly, is being harassed 
by staff or their concerns are not being addressed by 

IMAGE
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staff, they should consider fi ling a grievance. Probation 
recommends talking to the Detention Services Offi cer or 
the Senior Detention Services before fi ling a grievance, 
but detained youth should only speak to staff that they 
trust and fell will address their concerns. Youth do not 
have to talk to any member of the staff before fi lling out a 
grievance form. youth can give their grievance form to any 
member of the Probation staff, a teacher, an attorney, a 
nurse, religious leader, therapist, social worker, volunteer, 
or judge. 

It is important to understand that grievances are NOT 
confi dential, and that a member of the probation staff will 
likely speak to you about the grievance within 24 hours 
after the grievance comes to their attention. 

Youth can also call the Probation Ombudsman at 1-877-
822-3222. Youth can also speak with volunteers from child 
advocacy clinics that periodically visit the halls. 

Custodial Placement by Offense: Custodial placement 
of youth may vary depending on the type of offense that 
was committed. 

1. Status Offenses: Status offenders (minors who violate 
California Welfare and Institutions Code § 601) are 
not supposed to be placed in jail, lockup, or Juvenile 
Hall.74 If Status Offenders are picked up on a California 
Welfare and Institutions Code § 602 offense, however, 
then they can be held in secure detention.

Minors who violate California Welfare and Institutions 
Code § 601 can be held, but not with other adults. 
Minors can be held in Juvenile Hall only:75 

a. For up to 12 hours for the purpose of 
determining if there are any outstanding 
wants, warrants, or holds against the minor 

in cases where the arresting offi cer or P.O. 
has cause to believe that the wants, warrants 
or holds exist.

b. For up to 24 hours to locate the minor’s 
parent or guardian and to arrange the 
return of the minor to his or her parent or 
guardian who resides outside of the state 
where the minor was taken into custody 
(the period may be extended to 72 hours 
if the return of the minor cannot reasonably 
be accomplished within 24 hours because 
of the distance of the minor’s parent or 
guardian from the county of custody, 
diffi culty in locating them, or diffi culty in 
locating resources necessary to provide for 
the return of the minor).

2. Criminal Offenses: Youth arrested for violating 
California Welfare and Institutions Code § 602 may be 
held in a facility that contains a lockup with adults if:

a. A court fi nds that the minor poses a danger 
to the staff, other minors in the juvenile 
facility, or to the public because of the 
minor’s failure to respond to the discipline 
of the juvenile facility, or because nature 
of the danger posed by the minor cannot 
safely be managed by the disciplinary 
procedures of the juvenile facility,76

or 
a. A minor is transferred to criminal court via 

California Welfare and Institutions Code 
§ 707.1 and the following conditions are 
met: (1) the juvenile court or criminal court 
fi nds that the minor’s further detention in 
Juvenile Hall would endanger the safety of 
the public or would be detrimental to the 
other minors in Juvenile Hall, (2) contact 
between the minor and adults in the facility 
is restricted, and (3) the minor is adequately 
supervised.77 
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If the youth does not qualify for any of the special 
programs and court services mentioned above, a juvenile 
delinquency court judge may hear the case. The juvenile 
delinquency petition will be brought either in the county 
where the youth lives, where he/she was found by the 
police, or where the acts or crimes alleged took place.83

For these purposes, a youth’s residence is defi ned as 
(a) the county where the youth’s custodial parent or 
guardian lives, or (b) if the youth is emancipated from 
his or her parents, the county of the court that issued his 
or her emancipation order, or (c) if neither of the above 
determines residence, the county in which the youth is 
living if he or she has physically been in the county for 
one year.84 

See Appendix B for locations of Los Angeles County’s 
juvenile delinquency courts.

Transfer Between Counties
If the petition is fi led in the juvenile court of the county 
where the youth resides with his or her parent or guardian 
and the parent or guardian later moves to a different 
county after the fi ling of the petition, the entire case may 
be transferred to that county after the original court has 
found that it has jurisdiction over the youth (i.e., power 
or authority to hear a case brought against the youth 
resulting from the youth’s presence, activities or contacts 
within the borders of the county). The juvenile court in the 
transferee county takes jurisdiction of the petition upon 
the receipt and fi ling with it of such a fi nding and an order 
transferring the petition.85

Delinquency Court

 
When a case is transferred, the judge of the transferor county will look into your ability 

to pay for all or part of the expenses related to the transfer.  If he fi nds you are able to pay 
such expenses, you will be ordered to repay the transferor county all or part of such expense 
of transfer as the court fi nds proper. See California Welfare and Institutions Code § 751.

THE JUVENILE 
COURT PROCESS

CHAPTER5

to pay for all or part of the expenses related to the transfer.  If he fi nds you are able to pay 
such expenses, you will be ordered to repay the transferor county all or part of such expense 
to pay for all or part of the expenses related to the transfer.  If he fi nds you are able to pay 
such expenses, you will be ordered to repay the transferor county all or part of such expense 
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Types of Offenses that 
Lead to Juvenile Court
There are several allegations and offenses that can land a youth under 
the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. These juvenile offenses are called 
601 offenses and 602 offenses, named according to the section of the 
California Welfare and Institutions Code that describes the offenses. If 
an offense is serious enough, it can be classifi ed as a 707(b) offense, 
meaning that even if the youth is under 18 years old, he or she can be 
sentenced as an adult if found guilty. 

707(b) offense cases start in juvenile court, but are later transferred 
to the adult court. The following outlines basic information regarding 
601, 602 and 707(b) offenses: 

Petition To Charge Under Sections 601 and/or 602: The P.O., after 
an interview and preliminary investigation, can fi le a petition to charge 
with either the juvenile court or the prosecuting attorney pursuant to 
California Welfare and Institutions Code §§ 601 and 602.

1. Status Offenses - California Welfare and Institutions Code § 
601: If a minor in California is accused of any of the following 
items: 

a. Persistently or habitually refusing to obey the reasonable 
and proper orders of his or her parents, guardian or 
custodian;

b. Being beyond the control of his or her parent, guardian or 
custodian;

c. Violating a city or county curfew ordinance that is based 
solely on age;

d. Having four or more truancies in one school year or 
the SARB or a P.O. determines that the available public 
and private services are insuffi cient or inappropriate to 
correct the minor’s persistent or habitual refusal to obey 
the reasonable and proper orders or directions of school 
authorities; or 

e. Failing to follow the directions of the SARB or a P.O.;86

then such minor will fall within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court and 
can be adjudged to be a ward of the court. Under Section 601, a minor 
who is adjudged a ward of the juvenile court is not to be removed from 
the custody of his or her parents except during school hours. 

2. Criminal Offenses – California Welfare and Institutions Code 
§ 602: If a minor in California violates a national, state or local 
law, other than ordinances establishing a curfew based solely 
on age, he or she can be arrested for the commission of a 
Criminal Offense. 

 
Note – Serious Habitual Offenders: A youth can be classifi ed as a serious habitual 
offender if he or she has had a certain number of previous arrests and convictions 
for certain crimes within certain time spans, as outlined in Chapter One.87 If a youth 
is so classifi ed, the youth will be supervised intensely both when he or she is in an 
institution and when he or she comes back to the community.

Transfer to 

Adult Court 
California Welfare and Institutions Code 
Section 707

The D.A. can petition for a “fi tness hearing,” 
or directly fi le in adult court in some cases. 
The D.A. may directly fi le in adult court for 
certain offenses committed by minors who 
meet certain age requirement as set forth in 
California Welfare and Institutions Code § 
707. Alternatively, the D.A. can ask the judge 
at the juvenile court for a “fi tness hearing” 
to decide whether a minor can benefi t from 
the care, treatment and training programs 
available through the juvenile court, or 
whether the allegations and circumstances 
are so severe that the minor should be tried 
as an adult in adult criminal court.

A minor is a “fi t” and proper subject to stay 
in the juvenile court system if he or she will 
be rehabilitated (meaning a minor can be 
a good and useful member of the society) 
through the care, treatment, and training 
program available through the facilities of 
the juvenile court.88 When deciding whether 
the minor is “fi t” for the juvenile court, the 
judge will consider the following factors:

1. How criminally sophisticated 
the minor was;

2. Whether the minor can be 
rehabilitated prior to the 
expiration of the juvenile court’s 
jurisdiction over the minor;

3. The minor’s previous delinquent 
history;

4. Success of previous attempts by 
the juvenile court to rehabilitate 
the minor; and

5. The Circumstances and gravity 
of the offense alleged in 
the petition to have been 
committed by the minor.89 

To stay in the juvenile system, a minor must 
be found “fi t” on all fi ve factors.90 If the 
judge decides that the minor is “unfi t,” 
the D.A. will be free to fi le charges against 
him or her in adult court within 3 days.91

If your only charge is a status offense listed above, you 
should not be removed from your parents or guardians’ 
custody except during school hours.
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Right Against 
Self-Incrimination
Statements made by a minor at 
his or her fi tness hearing cannot 
be used against him or her in 
subsequent proceedings, whether 
he or she remains in juvenile court 
or is transferred to adult criminal 
court. 92  Because it may be in the 
youth’s best interest to go before 
the court at the fi tness hearing 
even though he or she may wish 
to exercise his or her right not to 
testify later, the California Supreme 
Court has held that youth should 
be allowed to tell the juvenile court 
that they should remain under its 
jurisdiction without worrying that 
such statements will later be used 
against them.93

For Your Information: 
If a parent, guardian, or person 
in charge of a minor fails to 
respond to the directives of 
the School Attendance Review 
Board, the Review Board must 
refer the minor to the Probation 
Department or to the Welfare 
Department.  The Review Board 
may also be required to fi le a 
criminal complaint against the 
parent, guardian, or person in 
charge. 

Make sure to give your 
attorney any and all 

information related to these 
factors that can be used to show 
the juvenile court that you should 
remain in its jurisdiction and not 
be transferred to adult court.

Prosecution in the Adult Criminal Court 
can be Mandatory or Discretionary 
1. Mandatory – 14 Years Of Age Or Older: If a minor is 14 years old or older, 

and is alleged to have committed one of the following offenses: 

•	Murder;
•	Rape;
•	Spousal rape;
•	Forcible sex offenses;
•	Lewd and lascivious acts on a child under the age of 14 years;
•	Forcible sexual penetration; or
•	Sodomy or oral copulation by force, violence, duress, menace, 

or fear of immediate and unlawful bodily injury on the victim or 
another person;

then the minor must be prosecuted as an adult under the adult criminal court 
system.94

2. Discretionary – 14 Years Of Age Or Older: If a youth is 14 years or older, 
and is alleged to have committed one or more of the following offenses: 

•	An offense that if committed by an adult would be punishable by death 
or a life term in state prison;

•	An offense in which the minor personally used a fi rearm in the commission 
or attempted commission of a felony;

•	A California Welfare and Institutions Code § 707(b) offense (over 20 
different offenses ranging from murder to carjacking to assault); or 

•	An offense which interferes with the constitutional rights or other statutory 
rights of a person on the basis of protected categories (i.e., race, color, 
ancestry, national origin, disability, gender or sexual orientation) (a hate 
crime), an offense against a disabled person, an offense against someone 
65 or older, or an offense committed for the benefi t of, at the direction 
of, or in association with a criminal street gang,

then the youth may be charged as an adult under California law at the discretion 
of the prosecuting attorney.95

3. Discretionary – 16 Years Of Age Or Older: If the minor is 16 years or 
older, and is alleged to have committed one or more of the following serious 
offenses: 

•	A felony offense which interferes with the constitutional rights or other 
statutory rights of a person on the basis of protected categories (a hate 
crime); 

•	A felony offense against a disabled person; 

•	A felony offense against someone 65 or older; or 

•	An offense committed for the benefi t of, at the direction of, or in 
association with a criminal street gang, 

then he or she may be charged as an adult under California law at the discretion 
of the prosecuting attorney.96

If a youth is affi liated with a gang, it is much more likely that their charge will 
be characterized as “committed in association with a street gang.” The charge 
must allege that the crime was committed for the benefi t of the gang. Often, the 
specifi c charge depends on how law enforcement presents the situation to the 
District Attorney, who often fi les charges as felonies when they might really be 
misdemeanors.

If a parent, guardian, or person 
in charge of a minor fails to 
If a parent, guardian, or person 
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During the entire juvenile court process, the youth will 
be represented by a defense attorney, who can be either 
privately hired or appointed by the court. Regardless of 
what kind of defense attorney the youth has, the following 
provides some information on what a defense attorney 
should do and offers tips on how to work with the defense 
attorney in a way that will be most helpful to the youth’s 
case: 

Confi dentiality
Everything that the youth says to his or her lawyer is 
confi dential, meaning that the lawyer is required to keep 
what the youth says secret.97 However, a lawyer may reveal 
confi dential information if the lawyer reasonably believes 
that the disclosure is necessary to prevent a crime that is 
likely to result in death of, or serious bodily injury to, an 
individual.98 

A Lawyer Is An Advocate
A lawyer’s job is to zealously advocate for his or her client 
– so the lawyer has to talk with the youth about his or her 
case, answer the youth’s questions and return the youth’s 
phone calls.99 If a youth is having trouble with any of 
these things, he or she should tell the P.O. right away. 
If nothing changes, the judge should be told about the 
problems the youth is having with his or her lawyer.

Co-youths
If a petition is fi led against more than one youth based 
on allegations stemming from the same event(s), then 
the youth may be adjudicated together. In that case, if 
the youth are not able to afford a private attorney, each 
would be appointed his or her own defense lawyer. While 
attorneys are technically allowed to represent two parties 
in the same case as long as they inform the parties about 

Your attorney has a legal duty NOT to 
tell anyone what you discuss with him or 
her. This includes the court, your school 

and your parents. The law is designed so that 
you will be able to trust your attorney and ask 
any questions or discuss any concerns.  

Your child’s attorney has a legal duty NOT to 
tell you what he or she discusses with your child 
without your child’s express permission. Even if your 

child is willing to allow the attorney to discuss their meetings 
with you, this can have consequences. Because you are not 
the attorney’s client and because there is no parent-child 
privilege, the D.A. can call you to testify about conversations 
you have had with your child’s attorney. 

 JUVENILE COURT 
HEARINGS

CHAPTER6

Initial Meeting with a Defense Attorney

child is willing to allow the attorney to discuss their meetings 
with you, this can have consequences. Because you are not 
child is willing to allow the attorney to discuss their meetings 
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all the possible consequences and get written 
consents from both parties, defense attorneys 
typically won’t do so because the interests of the 
two parties are often not the same.

When two attorneys are appointed from the 
Public Defender’s Offi ce in this situation, they 
must come from different offi ces in order to 
avoid a confl ict of interest. In this case, the 
most common confl icts of interest arise when 
one youth is trying to make a deal with the 
prosecution that may not be in the best interest 
of another youth before the court.

Getting a New Defense Attorney 
Sometimes, even after all efforts have been 
made to be productive when dealing with the 
public defender or other defense attorney and 
all other avenues and discussion have been 
exhausted, the client might need to ask for a new 
attorney to defend him or her. If the attorney is 
appointed by the court, the client has the right 
to ask for a new attorney. Requesting a new 
appointed defense attorney is called a Marsden 
Motion.100 To get a new attorney the client must 
prove either:101

•	That appointed counsel is not 
providing adequate representation; 
or

•	That the client and counsel have 
become embroiled in such an 
irreconcilable confl ict that ineffective 
representation is likely to result. 

If the attorney was privately hired, the client 
can fi re the attorney and fi le a substitution of 
attorney with the court or ask that a public 
defense attorney be appointed. 

CHAPTER6

APPEARANCE. 
Wear clothes that you would consider appropriate for a formal 
church or special occasion. This means no jeans, tee-shirts, tennis 
shoes, low cut blouses or short skirts. Wear closed-toe shoes.   

1. Be clean and neat. Ladies—do not wear a lot of makeup 
or jewelry. Guys should not wear hats, earrings or nose 
rings. Your hair should be simple, pulled back if it is long, 
and neat.

2. Sit up straight. Look like you’re awake and paying 
attention.

BEHAVIOR. 
Treat the judge like you would treat an adult that you respect and 
stay calm and in control. 

1. When the judge asks you a question, speak clearly and 
loudly – do not mumble. 

2. Look the judge in the eye when you speak to the judge. 
Call the judge “your honor.” 

3. When the judge gives you a compliment or advice, say, 
“Thank you, Your Honor.” 

4. Even if you feel that the judge is making an unfair decision 
or the wrong judgment, do not show that you are angry. 
Instead, if this happens, talk to your lawyer after you leave 
the courtroom. 

The confl ict attorneys are usually called 
“Panel Attorneys”. They also provide 

free defense representation but do not work for 
the L.A. Public Defender’s Offi ce.

LOS
ANGELES

LAWS

HOW TO MAKE A GOOD 
IMPRESSION WITH THE COURT: 

Outcomes in the juvenile court are almost always determined on the impression you make with the 
judge, and probation offi cers, as well as input from your parents.  This advice is not meant to cramp 
your personal style. As Katya Kormisruk puts it in Beat the HeatMark, “If you’re a [juvenile] defendant, 
the courtroom is hostile ground… soldiers who want to survive wear camoufl age.”  The following is 
some practical advice on how to present yourself in a way that will look the most favorable to the 
juvenile court.
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Overview of Various 
Types of Hearings that 
Can Occur in Juvenile 
Court 
An important difference between juvenile court 
and adult court is that the proceedings in the 
juvenile court must be conducted in an informal 
non-adversarial atmosphere unless there is a 
contested issue of fact or law.102 This means that 
the judge or referee of the juvenile court must 
control all proceedings with a view to quickly and 
effectively determining the jurisdictional facts and 
information relative to the present condition and 
the future welfare of the youth in question.103 Any 
conduct that is not appropriate to the juvenile 
court setting should be brought to the court’s 
attention.104

If a youth is kept in the juvenile court system, the 
following is an overview of the typical hearings 
that he or she should expect from start to fi nish: 

Detention Hearing 
Once the D.A.’s offi ce has fi led a wardship 
petition, a youth who is charged with a serious 
offense may be kept in custody for up to one 
more judicial day (a weekday other than a holiday) 
before he or she has his or her fi rst hearing (i.e., 
the detention hearing).105 A youth who is held is 
custody after being charged with a less serious 
offense (a misdemeanor not involving violence, 
the threat of violence, or possession or use of a 
weapon) must have his or her detention hearing 
within 48 hours or during the next judicial day 
after his arrest or detention or be released.106 

At the detention hearing, the youth may request 
a defense attorney if he or she has not already 
had one, be advised of his or her constitutional 
rights and the petition (charges) against him or 
her, and a date will be assigned for the pre-trial 
or jurisdiction hearing (trial).107 At the hearing, the 
judge will review the petition submitted by the 
District Attorney and further decide whether the 
youth should remain detained.108 

Notice
The youth and his or her parents or legal guardian 
must be notifi ed of the time and place of the 
detention hearing as soon as the petition or 
notice of probation violation hearing is fi led.109 

DETAINED BY 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY
HELD FOR MAXIMUM OF 6 HOURS

JUVENILE COURT 
DELINQUENCY
HEARINGS

IF CHILD IS LOCKED UP 
FOR MORE THAN 2 DAYS, 

DENTION HEARING IS 
WITHIN 3 COURT DAYS FITNESS 

OR WAIVER 
HEARING

DETERMINATION 
WHETHER CHILD WILL 

BE TRIED AS AN ADULT. 
THIS HEARING WILL NOT 
OCCUR IF THE CHILD IS 

UNDER 14.
JURISDICTION

HEARING
THE JUDGE 

DECIDES IF CHILD 
COMMITTED THE 

CRIME

REVIEW
HEARINGS

SOMETIMES THERE ARE 
REVIEW HEARINGS TO SEE 
HOW THE CHILD IS DOING

DISPOSITION
HEARING

THE JUDGE DETERMINES 
HOW THE CHILD SHOULD 
BE TREATED/PUNISHED.

DETENTION
HEARING
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Detention until Adjudication110 
In order for a court to order detention while awaiting 
adjudication (trial), several things must exist, including: 

1. Continuance in the home is contrary to the youth’s 
welfare; and 

2. One or more of the following:

•	Youth has violated a juvenile court order;

•	Youth has escaped from the commitment of the 
juvenile court;

•	Youth is likely to fl ee jurisdiction;

•	The youth’s further detention is a matter of 
immediate and urgent necessity for the youth’s 
protection; and/or

•	The youth’s further detention is reasonably 
necessary for the protection of the person or 
property of another.

A youth has the right to have his or her parent or guardian 
present at the detention hearing. If the youth’s parent or 
guardian is not present in the original detention hearing, 
and the reason that the parent or guardian is not present 
is that they were not notifi ed of the hearing, the parent 
or guardian may fi le a sworn statement, telling the court 
clerk that he or she was not notifi ed of the hearing and 
was not present.  When the clerk receives this statement, 
he or she will schedule a rehearing for the next judicial 
day.111  

Dennis H. Hearing
If the judge orders a youth kept in Juvenile Hall, the youth 
or his or her attorney may request a Dennis H. hearing, 
a rehearing for evidence of the prima facie case that 
the youth has committed offenses described in Sections 
601 or 602 of the California Welfare and Institutions 
Code.112 This hearing allows the youth to challenge the 
judge’s decision to detain him or her until the date of 
his adjudication (trial) hearing. At this hearing, the youth 
or the youth’s attorney can question the police offi cers 
or anyone else who created the reports that the judge 

relied on in ordering the youth kept in Juvenile Hall.113

At this hearing, the D.A. must use suffi cient credible 
factual evidence to establish the prima facie case against 
the youth, meaning that if all the evidence the D.A. puts 
forth is true and not challenged the petition would be 
true. This hearing must be held within 5 judicial days of 
the request.114 This hearing is called a Dennis H. hearing 
because a youth named Dennis H. was the fi rst person to 
win the right to such a hearing.115  

William M. Hearing
This is similar to a Dennis H. hearing. It is a rehearing on 
detention that the youth has the right to request. The 
court must decide whether the petition is probably true 
and whether there is a need for continued detention. 
Either the youth or the D.A. may call the D.P.O. to testify 
about his or her report. As with Dennis H. hearings, the 
youth or his or her attorney can cross-examine people 
who prepared reports that the judge relied on in his or 
her order at the detention hearing.116

Fitness Hearing
This is where a judge determines whether a youth should 
be tried in adult court or juvenile court. (See Chapter 6.)

Jurisdiction Hearing (Adjudication/Trial)
This hearing is comparable to a trial in adult court. This is 
the hearing where the judge reviews the pre-plea report 
and the youth can either admit to the allegations in the 
petition or present a defense against the charges. The 
court must hold a jurisdiction hearing 15 days after the 
detention hearing if the youth is held in Juvenile Hall. 
This hearing must be held within 30 days of the arrest 
unless all parties agree to more time. A youth’s attorney 
might want to request additional time to prepare the 
case. Understanding the youth’s needs, arranging for 
expert testimony on the youth’s behalf, obtaining reports 
from Probation, investigating the scene of the alleged 
offense, and assessing the youth’s mental health needs 
can take time, but they are necessary steps for effective 
representation. If the petition is found true, the court sets 
a dispositional hearing.

WHY DOES MY LAWYER TELL ME 
TO PLEAD “GUILTY” (TO ADMIT THE PETITION)?

Your lawyer might advise you to admit that you’re guilty because the D.A. has a lot of strong evidence 
against you that would make it really hard for you to win in trial. Also, the D.A. might offer you a good plea 
bargain, meaning that the D.A. will charge you for a lesser crime in exchange for something else.  Before 
pleading guilty, ALWAYS talk it through with your lawyer. Ask your lawyer how admitting guilt will hurt you 
and/or help you. Ask your lawyer what will happen to you if you do admit to being guilty.

If you admit the charge (“petition”), there will be no trial (“adjudication”). After this, the judge will decide 
your sentence (“disposition”). 

IMPORTANT: Always ask what the implications will be of accepting the plea.
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Adjudication
Adjudications are held to determine whether or not 
the allegations are true. Unlike in adult court, there will 
not be a jury.117 Only the judge will hear the case and 
decide innocence or guilt. Youth have a right to legal 
representation during the adjudication hearing.118 The 
youth’s attorney may subpoena witnesses to come to the 
trial to testify if necessary (which means that the witness is 
legally required to appear at the youth’s trial).119 

The D.A. must prove the petition against the youth beyond 
a reasonable doubt (if the D.A. fi led under Section 602 
of the California Welfare and Institutions Code) or by a 
preponderance of the evidence (if the petition is fi led 
under Section 601).120 Some people say that proof beyond 
a reasonable doubt requires presenting evidence showing 
that it’s 90-95% likely that the allegations in the petition 
are true.121 Proof by a preponderance of the evidence 
requires presenting evidence showing that it’s 51% likely 
that the allegations in the petition are true.122 

After hearing all of the evidence, the judge will decide 
whether or not you are guilty (whether or not the “petition” 
is true or untrue). 

Presenting Evidence and 
Witnesses
Pitchess Motion140 

A Pitchess motion allows the youth to discover information 
and introduce evidence about the prior conduct of a peace 
offi cer when the conduct is related to the proceedings 
against the youth. The youth can gain access to an 
offi cer’s confi dential personnel records by fi ling a motion 
with the juvenile court that explains why the information 
the youth seeks is relevant to the proceedings and why 
he or she reasonably believes the information is in the 
personnel fi le. The judge then conducts an “in camera” 
review of the fi le, which means the judge looks at the fi le 
in his or her chamber rather than in front of everyone. The 
judge then decides whether to grant the motion based on 
whether information is relevant to the proceedings. The 
judge must exclude from disclosure reports information 
consisting of complaints concerning an offi cer’s prior 
conduct that occurred more than fi ve years before the 
event that is the subject of the proceeding, any conclusions 
of an offi cer investigating a complaint, and any facts “that 
are so remote as to make disclosure of little or no practical 
benefi t.”141

Rights 

•	Right to be present at hearing.123 

•	Right to counsel/attorney.124

- This right can be waived.

•	Right to be advised of rights.125 

•	Right to subpoena witnesses.126

•	Right to cross-examination, rights against self-
incrimination, rights to confront accuser.127

•	Any and all rights incorporated via the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act.128

•	Rights against shackling unless reasons for the 
shackling appear on the record and are made by 
the court, not law enforcement personnel.129

•	Right to appeal from California Welfare and 
Institutions Code § 601 or California Welfare and 
Institutions Code § 602 determinations.130

- Indigent juvenile alleged to be delinquent has a 
state-created right to appeal from an adjudication 
of delinquency. 

•	Right to an interpreter.131

•	Rights against double jeopardy. 
 - Exceptions: ineffective orders of dismissal and 
properly declared mistrials.132

•	Right to admit allegations.133

- Admission must be done personally and counsel 
for the child must consent to the admission. 

Non-Rights

•	No right to bail.134

•	No right to jury.135 

•	Non-appealable orders (no right to appeal certain 
orders):

* Generally, parents do not have the right to appeal 
a judgment in a juvenile delinquency proceeding 
when the ward has not been taken away from 
them.136 This is not the case when parents have 
a direct interest in the outcome of the appeal 
(e.g., not an interest in having their child home, 
but a fi nancial interest.) For example, if the child’s 
disposition imposes a fi nancial burden on a 
parent, then the parent has standing to appeal 
based on a restitution statute.137

* Order fi nding a youth unfi t. It is also not 
reviewable on appeal from an ensuing criminal 
conviction.138

* Order removing the youth from the home 
(because it is not a fi nal order, and thus not 
procedurally appealable).139

* Order for deferred entry of judgment (since the 
judgment is deferred, it is not a judgment). 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AND 
NON-RIGHTS AT JURISDICTION HEARINGS
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Witnesses
As mentioned above, youth have a right to call witnesses to 
testify in support of their defense. The most common type 
of witness is one who can talk about
the facts of the case (what happened, when did it happen, 
what did they see, etc.).  Sometimes witnesses can also talk 
about the youth’s “character” (if they are a good person, 
what personality traits they
have, their past, etc.).

Disposition Hearing (Sentencing)

At disposition, the judge decides on how and where the 
youth should punished and rehabilitated.142

The judge will consider the dispositional report, a social 
study of the youth written by the D.P.O..143 The D.P.O. must 
include a recommendation for disposition of the youth (i.e., 
where he or she thinks the youth should be placed) in the 
dispositional report, although the judge doesn’t have to do 
what the D.P.O recommends.144 The judge will also consider 
any relevant evidence offered by the youth, his or her parent 
or guardian or attorney.145 

The judge has several choices:146

1. Send the youth home on probation;

2. Put the youth on informal probation;

3. Send the youth to a group home or a foster home;

4. Send the youth to stay at a treatment facility;

5. Send the youth to camp; or

6. Send the youth to the DJJ (formerly known as the 
California Youth Authority).

These options are discussed in detail in Chapter 7.

DO I STILL HAVE TO GO TO COURT 
AFTER MY DISPOSITION HEARING?

It depends on what your disposition was. 

If you were home on probation or some other informal probation program, you will have to go back to 
court after 6 months for a review. (At the review the judge determines whether you are doing well or 
whether you have violated any probation rules.) 

If you are in a group home, foster home, or treatment facility, the workers there will send the court 
a report about your progress. You might have to go back to court if you’re not doing well in your 
placement.

If you violate any probation rules, you might be called back to court, and the judge might give you a 
tougher placement. 

TIPS FOR WORKING WITH 
YOUR ATTORNEY: 

•	Show that you are willing to put in work on 
your case. This can include creating timelines 
of the event, giving information regarding 
potential witnesses and advocating for 
yourself.  

•	Be respectful and courteous. This will make 
your attorney willing to work for you and put 
in extra effort! 

•	Making good use of your time with the 
attorney. Have a list of questions you want to 
ask and try to be as direct as possible.

•	Tell your attorney as much information as 
possible so that your attorney can argue 
your case well. This means telling your 
attorney about details of what happened. It 
is also important to tell your lawyer positive 
things about yourself – your schooling, job, 
volunteering, family responsibilities, therapy, 
or anything else about yourself that will help 
the lawyer understand who you are. Often, 
knowing this information will help the attorney 
advocate for a lighter sentence for you or for 
services that you need.
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Wardship147 
Wardship means that the youth is considered a subject of 
the juvenile court. When a youth is found a ward of the 
court because he or she is a person described by Sections 
601 or 602 of the California Welfare and Institutions Code, 
the court may make any and all reasonable orders for the 
care, supervision, custody, conduct, maintenance, and 
support of the youth, including medical treatment.148

When deciding the appropriate disposition, the juvenile 
court judge will consider the following factors in addition 
to other relevant and material evidence:149 

•	The youth’s age;

•	The youth’s previous history of delinquency; and

•	Circumstances and gravity of the offense committed 
by the youth.

PARENTS – COURT’S POWER OVER YOUR GUARDIANSHIP: 
The law requires a notice hearing before authorities can remove a minor from the minor’s guardians. 

(See California Welfare and Institutions Code § 777.) 

The court can order the minor’s parent or guardian to perform activities relating to the minor’s care and 
supervision, such as ensuring the minor’s regular school attendance. (See California Welfare and Institutions 
Code § 727(c).) 

The court can take a minor from the physical custody of a parent or guardian if the court fi nds one of the 
following facts:  (See California Welfare and Institutions § 726.) 

•	The parent is not capable of providing or has failed to provide proper maintenance, training, and 
education for the minor;

•	The minor has been tried on probation while in custody and has failed to reform; and/or

•	The child’s welfare requires the court to take custody away from the parent or guardian.

DISPOSITION OPTIONS 

CHAPTER7

Disposition is the equivalent of sentencing, where the court will decide what 
services and punishment should be given to the youth. The type of disposition 
handed down will depend on whether the youth is considered a “ward” of 
the court or a “non-ward” of the court. The following will outline the potential 
dispositions based on these designations:

(See California Welfare and Institutions Code § 777.) 

The court can order the minor’s parent or guardian to perform activities relating to the minor’s care and 

(See California Welfare and Institutions Code § 777.) 
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Dispositions with the 
Designation of Wardship
Home on Probation (“HOP”)
If the act that the youth committed was not serious, and 
if the ward has no past record, he or she may be placed 
on probation and allowed to remain in his or her own 
home or that a responsible relative or adult. If the youth’s 
disposition is Home on Probation (“HOP”), the following 
will take place:150

•	The youth is adjudged a ward of the court;

•	The youth can be sent home, told to go to school, 
ordered to abide by a curfew, told to go to counseling, 
or ordered to obey your parents/guardians;

•	The terms of the youth’s probation are determined 
by the recommendations given by the Probation 
Department, the D. A., and the Public Defender. 

* If the youth has committed a serious crime, or a 
crime involving drugs, the terms of the youth’s 
probation will almost certainly have a Search and 
Seizure condition – meaning that police can stop 
the youth and search the youth at anytime, without 
reason, while the youth is on probation. 

Dispositions for Felonies  
and Misdemeanors 
The following will cover some of the typical dispositions 
for felonies and misdemeanors. 

Longer Terms
For felonies and/or misdemeanors, the juvenile court may 
give a disposition of physical confinement that exceeds 
the maximum term of imprisonment that courts could 
impose on an adult convicted of the same offense.151 

Restitution
If a youth is found to be a person described in Section 602 
of the California Welfare and Institutions Code, he or she 
will be required by the juvenile court to make restitution 
(i.e., the payment of money to compensate for an injury 
caused).152 The restitution fines can include both costs to 
the victim of the youth’s conduct, as well as a fine to the 
court. Additionally, the youth must report to the court 
when he or she has paid the required restitution in full.153 

Attorneys can ask for proof of the financial costs to the 
victim and the court in the form of receipts.

The youth has the right to a hearing before a judge to 
dispute the amount of the restitution; the hearing, however, 
is not required to be a lengthy or formal one.154 However, 

CHAPTER7 PROBATION
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a separate hearing is not required to set restitution fine.155 
If neither the child nor their parent or guardian can pay, an 
ability to pay hearing will be held. Ability to pay hearings 
require those ordered to pay restitution to meet a high 
standard of proof in order to be excused from that order. 
Restitution orders are frequently made, but in some 
situations, the youth does not ultimately have to pay. 

Work Programs156 

The court can order a youth who is a ward of the court to 
participate in an un-paid work program. 

Community Service157

If a youth is found to be a person described in Section 601 
of the California Welfare and Institutions Code, the court 
can order him or her to perform community service for a 
total time not to exceed 20 hours over a 30-day period. 
This service can include graffiti cleanup. The scheduling 
of the community service cannot conflict with the minor’s 
school hours or employment.

Suitable Placement
Group home/foster home, and residential facility (generally 
called “suitable placement”)158 Suitable placement means 
that a juvenile court will place the youth in a facility, group 
home, or relative’s home. The youth must follow the 
rules of wherever he or she stays. Judges assign suitable 
placement when they think that the youth’s problems 
cannot be fixed while living at home. Sometimes it takes a 
long time for the P.O. to find a good suitable placement. 
While looking for the placement, the court may have the 
youth detained in Juvenile Hall.  

Placement in Another County159

A youth may be permitted by the order of the juvenile 
court to live in a county other than the one in which the 
youth was adjudicated. He or she may be placed under 
the supervision of the P.O. in the county where he or she 
actually lives. 

Placement outside of the State160

When a minor is a non-resident or his or her parents, 
relatives, or guardians, or the person charged with his 
or her custody is in another state, a court may order the 

minor sent to that state to his or her parents, relatives, 
guardians, or the person charged with his or her custody. 
If the minor is a resident of a foreign country, a court can 
send the minor to a foreign juvenile official or agency.

Placement in Foster Care161

A foster care placement must be in a safe and appropriate 
setting in the closest proximity to the parent’s home. 
An appropriate placement is a placement in the least 
restrictive, and most family-like environment that meets 
the minor’s best interests and special needs. 
If the minor is in foster care or a group home, the P.O. 
must include a foster care case plan with the social study 
of the minor made by the P.O. made for the Disposition 
Hearing.162

Camp163

Only those deemed wards of the court under California 
Welfare & Institutions Code § 602 (Criminal Offenses) can 
be sent to ranches or camps.

•	The Los Angeles Probation Department runs 
camps.

•	Most of these camps are like military boot camps 
(lots of structure, marching, and strict rules).

•	The camps may require wards to work on 
buildings, on grounds, on the making of forest 
roads for fire prevention/firefighting, and on 
forests, or to perform any other work the Probation 
Department and the County Board of Supervisors 
agree on.164

Division of Juvenile Justice (“DJJ”) (formerly the 
“California Youth Authority”)165

•	DJJ is the equivalent to prison for youth. 

•	Juvenile courts send youth they consider very 
dangerous to DJJ.

•	Juvenile courts may send youth to DJJ if they commit 
a really serious crime.

•	Youth can stay at DJJ until they are 25.

•	DJJ is run by the state of California, and is probably 
further from home than a Juvenile Hall.

Once transferred to the custody of the DJJ/California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR), 
a youth is removed from the juvenile court’s direct 
supervision. The juvenile court can change, modify, or 
set aside a DJJ/CDCR commitment, but cannot regulate 
the rehabilitation offered at the DJJ/CDCR (e.g. impose 
probationary conditions after DJJ/CDCR commitment).166 

Once committed to the DJJ/CDCR, the DJJ/CDCR may 
grant or deny parole to a ward in their custody.167 
If one owes restitution, courts can take money out of the 
wages of a ward in the custody of the DJJ/CDCR (to an 
amount not to exceed 50% of the ward’s wages).168

Dispositions for Felonies  
and Misdemeanors (cont.)
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Sentences without the 
Designation of Wardship
Dismissal in the Interests of Justice182

A judge of the juvenile court in which a petition was fi led, 
at any time before the minor reaches the age of 21 years, 
may dismiss the petition or set aside the fi ndings and 
dismiss the petition if the court fi nds that the interests of 
justice and the welfare of the youth require such dismissal, 
or if it fi nds that the youth is not in need of treatment or 
rehabilitation. 

Prosecutors can also dismiss cases in the furtherance 
of justice through their use of prosecutorial discretion. 
However, if the case involves a minor with a previous 
charge, the prosecuting attorney will likely not dismiss the 
charges. 

Informal Probation without Wardship183 
If the youth’s offense comes under California Welfare and 
Institutions Code §§ 601 or 602 but not under California 
Welfare and Institutions Code § 654.3 (e.g., serious crimes, 

possession or sale of controlled substances, or crimes that 
take place at school), a juvenile court can place the youth 
on probation for 6 months without wardship (subject 
to several conditions listed in California Welfare and 
Institutions Code § 729.2). 

Probation184

A juvenile court will give many youth who appear before 
the court some form of probation. As part of probation, 
the court may require the youth to participate in various 
programs, including tutoring, community service, and 
treatment services (such as drug or mental health 
treatment). Additionally, the court may order him or her 
to improve behavior. For example, the youth may have 
to improve his or her grades, improve school attendance, 
and behave better at home. As a condition of probation, 
the youth can also be subject to random searches, and a 
court may require the youth to take drug tests as part of a 
treatment program.

1. Unsupervised Probation: In many cases, a court 
will place a youth on probation, without the 
supervision of a P.O.. In such a case, a juvenile 
court may give the youth specifi ed conditions 
and behavior expectations (like improving 
grades, getting along with parents, and obeying 
a curfew) that he or she must meet before the 
juvenile court will terminate probation.185 

2. Supervised Probation: In other cases, a juvenile 
court will assign a P.O. to supervise a minor.186

Under supervised probation, a court may release 
the youth to his or her parent(s) or guardian(s),187

to another family member or to a responsible 
adult known by the youth’s family.188

Deferred Entry of Judgment189

In specifi ed circumstances, a court may wait to enter a 
judgment pending the youth’s successful completion 
of education, treatment, or rehabilitation. If the youth 
performs satisfactorily in completing probation, the court 
will dismiss charges and his or her record will be as if the 
arrest never occurred.190

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
Notice Hearing

•	A notice hearing is required before a court can 
commit you to the DJJ.169

•	A juvenile court must consider options other 
than sending you to the DJJ/CDCR.

•	Juvenile courts can commit a youth to the DJJ/
CDCR only in the most serious of cases.170

Education

•	Education is a fundamental right protected 
by the California Constitution.171 Wards under 
the supervision of the DJJ/CDCR retain their 
constitutional rights to education.172 

•	The DJJ/CDCR must provide you an education 
equal to what the California Education Code 
requires.173 

•	Wards under the supervision of the DJJ/CDCR are 
entitled to a minimum of 4 hours of educational 
instruction every school day.174

•	Wards are entitled to a quality education that 
complies with state guidelines.175

•	The DJJ/CDCR must give wards an age and 
developmentally appropriate explanation of 
their educational rights.176

Special Education

•	Special Education wards are entitled to a free 
and appropriate public education,177 as well as an 
Individualized Education Program (“IEP”)178 and 
the right to be educated in the least restrictive 
environment.179

When a court fi nds a minor guilty of 
committing an offense that, if committed 

by an adult, a court could punish the adult with 
either a felony or a misdemeanor, the court 
must declare, on record, that the offense is a 
misdemeanor or felony.180

A court may use earlier felony convictions to give 
you a harsher or worse sentence in a criminal 
proceeding through what is known as sentencing 
enhancement.181
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•	Alcohol or drug testing;191 

•	Warrantless searches;192

•	School attendance and good grades;193

•	Prohibition on Body Piercing/Markings194: This 
condition is generally associated with gang 
activity;

•	Restricted Association: P.O.s can disapprove 
of the youth meeting with certain people, 
including friends. This condition is generally 
associated with youth who are identifi ed by 
probation as gang members;195 

•	Movement restrictions: A juvenile court may 
only allow a youth on probation to go to 
certain places if he or she is not accompanied 
by a parent/guardian or does not have prior 
permission from the P.O.;196

•	Driving Restrictions:197 A driving restriction is a 
valid probation condition if it meets any of the 
following conditions: 

* Has a relationship to the crime of which 
the offender was convicted, 

* Relates to conduct that is itself criminal, or

* Relates to future criminality.

•	Counseling: If the youth is charged with 
assault on school or park property or battery 
on school or park property or hospital 
grounds, then the juvenile court must order 
the minor, as a condition of probation, to 
attend counseling.198 

•	Possession of Weapons: The judge can 
prohibit a youth on probation from possessing 
weapon out of concern for the public safety, 
and in relation to the offense committed.199 

Conditions of Probation
Because constitutional rights for minors are not identical to those for adults, the juvenile court may deprive minors 
of particular liberty interests if those probation conditions are carefully tailored to meet the minor’s needs. These 
conditions may include: 

Subject to a very specifi c exception (e.g. violation of constitutional 
rights as a matter of law), you must raise objections to probation 

conditions at the trial level – otherwise you lose your right to object and 
cannot raise the objection on appeal.

POST DISPOSITION 
AND RETURNING TO 
THE COMMUNITY

CHAPTER8

If a court orders your child to attend counseling for the above-mentioned 
assault, then you are responsible for the counseling costs.200 
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Conditions of 
Unsupervised Probation201 

The juvenile court can order conditions of probation that 
do not include supervision by a P.O.. The court cannot 
order unsupervised probation when the minor is found to 
have committed the following offenses:

•	Burglary;

•	Possession of cocaine;

•	Possession of opiates; and 

•	Other serious crimes listed under § 707(b).

Sealing a Juvenile 
Court Record 
How Can A Youth “Clean Up” His Or Her Record?
The process of “cleaning up” juvenile court records is 
called “sealing the records.” Sealing the records of a 
juvenile means that any records relating to the juvenile 
that are held by the police department, the juvenile court, 
D.A., or the Probation Department and any other agencies 
will be closed up and sealed off. Sealed juvenile records 
are treated as if they do not exist for most purposes. 
If someone asks these agencies, the law requires the 
agencies to say that they have no record of that matter. 
Once a court seals his or her juvenile record, a youth can 
legally say that he or she was not adjudicated, or even 
arrested. 202

Juvenile records include all papers, orders, and reports in 
the minor’s juvenile court fi le, and all records relating to 
his or her case held by other agencies such as the District 
Attorney, the Probation Department, and the police.203

A youth should seal his or her records because having a 
criminal record could hurt the youth’s ability to fi nd a job 
or obtain a driver’s license.

Can A Youth Seal His Or Her Records?
A youth CAN seal his or her records if:204

1. The youth is at least 18 years old and has 
completed probation, or if the youth is 
younger than 18, but at least 5 years have 
passed since the youth’s last arrest or 
discharge from probation; and

2. The youth has not been convicted of a felony 
or any misdemeanor involving a crime of 
“moral turpitude” since the youth’s last arrest 

or discharge from probation. Moral turpitude 
crimes are crimes that refl ect dishonesty or 
a deep lack of concern about what society 
views as right or wrong. For example, such 
things as fraud, theft, sex-related offenses, 
drug-related offenses, and offenses involving 
great bodily injury are considered to involve 
moral turpitude; and

3. The youth can show the court that he or she 
has been “rehabilitated;”

4. The youth’s case started and ended in the 
juvenile court; and

5. The youth does not have an open civil suit 
regarding the actions that caused his or her 
juvenile record.

A youth CANNOT seal his or her records if:205

1. If the youth committed one of the serious 
crimes listed in Welfare and Institutions Code 
§ 707(b) when he or she was 14 years old or 
older. These include crimes such as murder, 
arson, kidnapping, rape, etc. A youth is also 
not eligible if he or she committed other 
crimes referenced in § 781; 

2. The youth is trying to erase traffi c and parking 
violations; or

3. The youth is currently on probation. [As noted 
above, completion of probation is not required 
for a youth to seal his or her records.]

Can A Youth Seal All Records?
A youth can seal most records. However, a youth CANNOT 
seal his or her records if:

1. The youth was convicted of the offense in an 
adult criminal court; or

2. The court found that the youth committed a 
serious and violent offense when the youth 
was 14 or older.206

Felony charges that start and end in the 
juvenile court are not considered criminal 
convictions under the law. So, if a job 

application asks if you have ever been convicted of 
a felony, you can truthfully say no, if the only felony 
on your record is from the juvenile court.

CHAPTER 8 35

learning rights4.indd   35 9/23/11   9:45 AM



How Does A Youth Seal His Or Her Records?207

The youth must fi le a petition with the court where the 
juvenile adjudication happened to seal his or her records 
unless the youth’s juvenile records are sealed automatically 
through a procedure discussed in Chapter 7 called 
deferred entry of judgment. (See Tip Box.)

After the youth fi les his or her petition, the court will hold a 
hearing. The youth, the D.A., the P.O. or any other person 
who has relevant evidence may testify at the hearing 
on the petition. The judge will review all information, 
including any report by the Probation Department. If the 
court denies the petition to seal the records, the youth 
can reapply to have the records sealed at a later date.

What Happens To The Youth’s Records?208

What happens to the records depends on the type of 
offense for which the youth was convicted. 

A youth’s juvenile court records are destroyed:

•	5 years after being sealed for § 601 “status” 
offenses (refusing to obey guardian, being beyond 
control of parent or guardian, having four or more 
truancies, etc.) or at age 21 for §601 “status” 
offenses. 

•	On the 38th birthday for § 602 “criminal” offenses 
(regardless of successful petition to seal records).

Any other agency that holds a youth’s record can – but is 
not required to – destroy records after 5 years.

A youth’s records are not destroyed if the youth was 
adjudicated on a 707(b) offense (where the youth is tried 
as an adult).

Can A Youth’s Records Be Unsealed? 
YES, if:

1. For automobile violations, if an automobile 
insurance company asks the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to look at a youth’s sealed 
records for the purpose of determining the 
youth’s insurance rates; [no legal support can 
be found for this statement under the Local 
Rules of the Los Angeles County Superior 
Court, but the Local Rules of Fresno County 
Superior Court has a Rule directly on point 
(Rule 6.7.1)] or 

2. The youth sues someone for defamation;209 
or

3. A court wants to unseal the youth’s records 
to increase sentences under the Three Strikes 
Law ; [no legal support can be found for this 
statement under the Local Rules of the Los 
Angeles County Superior Court, but the Local 
Rules of Fresno County Superior Court has a 
Rule directly on point (Rule 6.7.1)].

STEPS TO SEALING YOUR JUVENILE RECORD: 
1. You must get a copy of your ARREST record, from the juvenile court where the trial took place. 

2. Ask the records department at the juvenile court for a JV590 petition to seal your records. 

3. Submit the petition to the court. The fee to submit a petition to seal a juvenile record is $120. 
However, this fee is waived if you can show that you can not afford it. 

4. The process from submitting the petition to getting a judge’s decision can take anywhere 
between 2-9 months.
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The involvement of parents, guardians, and family 
members is crucial to the outcome of the youth’s case. 
Parents know their children best. Therefore, the more 
assertive parents are about providing the youth’s attorney 
and the court with important information about the youth’s 
needs, the more effective of an advocate they will be for 
their youth.

What Families Can Do Once Their Youth Has Been 
Arrested? 
Although it is not always possible, parents should be with 
the youth during police questioning and interrogation. 
The presence of a parent or guardian will help to minimize 
police mistreatment of the youth.

In addition, parents can help ensure that a lawyer is 
present before the youth gives information to police. It 
is important that parents speak with the youth’s attorney 
before encouraging the youth to confess or make a 
statement. Parents can assist by providing any relevant 
information about the allegations against the youth or 
about the youth generally. 

Valuable information that parents can give to their youth’s 
lawyer right away to help the lawyer prepare for hearings 
include:

•	The strengths of the youth in school, at work, 
with family, and in the community. If available, 
documents such as school transcripts with grades, 
recommendation letters from employers or other 
adults in the community, or anything else that 
might demonstrate the youth’s good standing in 
the community can all help to portray the youth 
in a positive light; 

•	The individual needs of the youth, especially his 
or her physical and mental health needs, and 
special education needs;

•	Circumstances at home and school that affect the 
youth’s well being;

•	 If the youth is enrolled in special education, 
information about the youth’s education 
history and status, including the Individualized 
Educational Program (“IEP”);

•	 If the youth has a history of mental illness, the 
youth’s diagnosis and treatment history, including 
what medications the youth uses;

•	The parents’ circumstances, and their capacity to 
participate in treatment programs with the youth; 
and/or

•	 Information about other family members who 
can also watch over the youth if he or she were 
released.

OTHER IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION FOR 
NAVIGATING OUT OF THE 
DELINQUENCY SYSTEM

CHAPTER9

How Can Families Help?
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What Family Can Do During  
Intake And During The Detention Hearing
The intake process is known as prosecution in the criminal 
courts. Intake is when a P.O. at the Juvenile Hall determines 
whether to keep a youth locked up in the Juvenile Hall, 
transfer him or her to a diversion program, or send him or 
her directly home.

If during the intake process the P.O. decides to formally 
charge the youth, the youth will then have a detention 
hearing. Within 24 hours of formally charging the youth, 
the youth must be brought before a judge at the juvenile 
court for his or her detention hearing. Detention hearings 
are meant for the judge to decide whether to keep the 
youth in Juvenile Hall, transfer him or her to a diversion 
program, or send him or her home with the family member. 
A parent or family member can best help the youth by 
attending the detention hearing and providing as much 
useful information as possible including:

•	Consent for probation staff to speak with school 
personnel;

•	Copies of the youth’s IEP, transcripts, or other 
school records;

•	 Information about the youth’s physical and mental 
health needs;

•	Names and contact information of any treatment 
programs that have worked with the youth;

•	What the parent or guardian thinks a good 
alternative discharge and aftercare plan can look 
like, and how the parent or guardian would play 
a role in it;

•	Some examples of alternatives to detention 
include: home confinement with electronic 
monitoring (an ankle bracelet), day reporting 
centers, and shelters.

•	Names of community programs that the family 
member knows can help the youth;

•	Whether health insurance or the family can pay 
for any private therapy in lieu of detention; and

•	List of support and resources that the family would 
need to take care of the youth if he or she were 
released from detention.

The goal of providing this information is to give probation 
and the judge all of the information they need to fully 
understand the youth’s needs and to demonstrate how 
those needs can be met in the community instead of in 
Juvenile Hall. If it is hard to access and talk to probation, 
family members should give all of this information to the 
youth’s lawyer instead. Then, the youth’s lawyer can use it 
to argue for the youth’s release.

What Family Can Do During Adjudication
Adjudication hearing is the stage when the judge 
determines whether the youth is guilty of the crime that 
he or she is charged with. A family member can help 
by attending the adjudication hearing and providing a 
supportive presence to the youth.

What Family Can Do During Disposition Hearing
Disposition hearing is the stage of a case when the judge 
determines the youth’s sentence/punishment. For example, 
the judge can send the youth away to the DJJ (state-run 
correctional facilities for juveniles), keep him or her in a 
community-based alternative program, or place him or 
her on probation. The judge can also order the family to 
participate in therapy. Again, the family can advocate for 
the youth by participating as much as possible in coming 
up with ideas for planning and treatment plans. The family 
can inform the lawyer about specific problems or needs 
that might make a particular plan unworkable. The family 
can also bring up alternative resources that the family can 
offer to the court.
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What Family Can Do After  
Youth Has Already Been Placed
After the court has placed the youth, the family can 
support the youth by visiting the youth often and speaking 
with his or her lawyer often. If the judge ordered family 
therapy, the family should participate fully in the program 
with the youth. If there are certain problems that make it 
hard for the family to participate, the family should let the 
youth’s lawyer know right away. If the family thinks there 
are certain support or services that the family needs to 
be effective, the family should talk with the youth’s lawyer 
and ask for help.

Visitation Rights: Mothers and fathers are automatically 
given visitation rights. Guardians also get automatic 
visitation rights, as long as it is clear that the person is 
officially the youth’s guardian. For other visitors, permission 
for a special visit is required. That permission is granted 
by a judge, and the judge’s order is faxed to the juvenile 
hall. Usually only people 18 and older will be permitted a 
special visit, but special circumstances can be persuasive. 
A special visit order only allows 1 visit, but the process can 
be repeated. Special visits are less likely to be granted for 
camps than they are for juvenile halls. 

What If The Youth Is So Out Of Control That The Only 
Way To Help Him Is To Scare Him Or Her Straight?
Sometimes, a family may feel that the only way to help the 
youth is to send him or her to Juvenile Hall. For example, 
the family might feel especially frustrated and hopeless 
when the youth:

•	Runs away from home;

•	Skips school;

•	Drinks alcohol;

•	Violates his or her curfew; and/or

•	Fights with the family.

If the family needs help, there are resources available to 
the family and the youth. These alternative programs are 
much better for dealing with the youth’s behavior than 
putting him or her in detention. Appendix C on page 67 
has helpful resources on this issue. 

Is Our Family The Only Family With This Problem?
No. There are many other parents dealing with the 
difficulties of supporting a youth as he or she goes 
through the juvenile justice system. A family should reach 
out to them! Sometimes, it helps to share stories with 
other families. Sharing experiences (stories, tips the family 
learned, and asking for help with a particular problem) 
can help a family get through this difficult time and might 
also help other families get through their difficult times. 
Appendix C lists some groups that may help. 
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Information for 
Undocumented Youth 
Some Defi nitions

• Citizen – A person who is born in the U.S. or 
Puerto Rico, or is born outside the U.S. but later 
naturalizes (goes through the offi cial process to 
gain citizenship) and is entitled to protection by 
the U.S.

• Lawful permanent resident – The government has 
given the lawful permanent resident permission 
to permanently and legally live in the U.S.

• Asylee – Person the U.S. government gives 
permission to remain in the U.S. because of 
persecution in the country they were from.

• Undocumented – Person living in the U.S. without 
a legal status. The person may have entered the 
U.S. legally and overstayed his or her visa, and 
may qualify to apply for immigration status.

How Will Being In The Juvenile Justice System Affect 
An Undocumented Youth? 
The bad news is that being in the juvenile justice system 
can hurt undocumented youth a lot, and can even get a 
youth deported. However, the good news is that there are 
immigration laws that might help change a youth’s legal 
status so that the youth can stay in the U.S., even though 
they are in the juvenile justice system.

Some Statistics

•	One in four youth is either an immigrant or a child 
of immigrant parents. 

•	One-fi fth of all school children in K-12 are children 
of immigrants.210

•	 In 2003, there were about 8,000 unaccompanied 
children detained by the Department of Homeland 
Security.211

The Juvenile Justice System Can Affect
A Youth’s Immigration Status By:

•	Reporting the youth to Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE).

•	Handing the youth over to ICE after the youth’s 
release (if an ICE “detainer” or “immigration 
hold” is placed on an undocumented youth, 
Juvenile Hall may, at its discretion, notify ICE 30 
days in advance of his or her release, and can 

hold an undocumented youth up to 48 hours after 
his or her offi cial release from Juvenile Hall. If the 
youth was held for more than 48 hours after he or 
she was scheduled for release, the youth should 
speak to his or her lawyer).212

•	Ordering the transportation of the youth back to 
the country he or she is originally from.

•	 If a court fi nds the youth guilty of certain crimes, 
offi cials can use these crimes as grounds for 
deporting the youth. BUT some of these grounds 
can be waived during the immigration deportation 
hearing. The relevant crimes include:

* Prostitution;

* Drug or alcohol abuser/addict;

* Mental condition: danger to self or others;

* Drug traffi cking; and

* Fraud to obtain an immigration benefi t.

What Does The Law Say?213

•	The juvenile justice system does NOT have to 
enforce immigration laws. No federal law forces 
states and counties to enforce immigration laws 
or report noncitizens. However, a jurisdiction 
can choose to enforce immigration laws.214

Federal law prohibits local and state agencies 
from implementing “do not tell” policies 
that restrict information sharing between the 
federal government and local and state law 
enforcement regarding the immigration status of 
an individual.215 However, federal law does not 

First, you need to tell your lawyer that you are 
undocumented and ask for his or her advice on 

what to do. Second, you and your family should talk to 
an immigration lawyer. The lawyer might be able to fi nd 
immigration laws that will allow you to stay. 

The following Southern California Sheriffs 
departments have ICE immigration 
enforcement agreements which means 

these offi ces will report illegal immigrants to ICE: 

•	Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Offi ce;

•	Orange County Sheriff’s Offi ce;

•	Riverside County Sheriff’s Offi ce; and

•	San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

Still, these agreements are designed to only 
identify and remove persons who are threats 
to safety incident to a lawful arrest. These 
agreements do not give these departments 
power to question or investigate an individual’s 
immigration status in the case of simple traffi c 
violations, excessive occupancy or day laborer 
activities. These agreements do NOT authorize 
random street searches.

Make sure that your defense attorney explains 
the consequences of admitting or being 
charged with the crime that is alleged in the 

petition. While pleading guilty now might result in a 
reduced sentence, it could have harsh consequences 
regarding immigration status and deportation. 
Therefore, ask the attorney what effect admitting the 
crime will have on your immigration status. 
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require state or local offi cials to collect information 
on immigration status, and permits local and 
state agencies to adopt “do not ask” policies: 
This means if the local policy is “do not ask,” the 
undocumented youth does not have to share his 
or her immigration information with local offi cers, 
including those in the juvenile justice system.216  

•	State and local police offi cers can agree to 
perform immigration offi cers’ law enforcement 
functions, provided that the law enforcement 
offi cers are appropriately trained and supervised 
by an ICE offi cer.217 

•	Most states do not allow ICE to obtain a juvenile’s 
information (including information about legal 
status) because there are state confi dentiality laws 
protecting juveniles. In California, juvenile records 
are strictly protected and are not disclosed by 
the juvenile court unless a petition under § 827 
of California Welfare and Institutions Code is 
granted.219 

•	 If ICE fi nds out that a youth is undocumented, it 
can place an immigration hold or detainer on him 
or her with the local police or Juvenile Hall.220 The 
detainer does not necessarily mean that ICE will 
deport the youth or that ICE is actively looking 
into the case. Instead, a detainer means that ICE 
may take custody of the youth after he or she is 
released from the Juvenile Hall.

* Once ICE takes custody of the youth, ICE may 
start the deportation process. 

* If ICE does take custody of the youth, one should 
know the following:

•	 ICE does not look for reasons or 
exceptions to let the youth stay in 
the U.S.

•	 If a youth goes through ICE 
proceedings, the youth does not 
have a right to a lawyer like in the 
juvenile justice system.

•	Generally, there are no free 
immigration services to assist 
individuals in the immigration process.

•	 If the undocumented youth is released from the 
juvenile court and there is no ICE immigration hold 
on him or her, then the Juvenile Hall CANNOT 
keep the youth until ICE comes to pick him or her 
up. Instead, a court must release him or her to 
home. 

Helpful Immigration Laws
Undocumented youth are less likely to be deported than 
undocumented adults are. Immigration laws can help 
undocumented youth change their immigration status in 
order to stop deportation:

•	Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (“SIJS”):221

This is a classifi cation under federal law that 
assists certain undocumented youth in obtaining 
Lawful Permanent Residency (“LPR”) (get a “green 
card”). In order to qualify, the youth must meet 
the following requirements:

* Declared dependent upon a juvenile 
court (for court dependents) or 
committed to the care and custody 
of an agency or department of the 
state;222

* Declared by the juvenile court to be 
eligible for long-term foster care (that 
parent reunifi cation is not possible);223

* Have been a victim of abuse, neglect, 
or abandonment;224

* Under 21 and not married;225 and

* The juvenile court must determine 
it would not be in the youth’s best 
interests to be returned to his or her 
country of origin. 

* The juvenile court judge signed an 
order saying he or she has met all of 
the above requirements.226

Moreover, the undocumented youth must qualify to 
get his or her green card once his or her SIJS status is 
granted. Examples of reasons why permanent residency 
might not be granted include (1) a youth who marries 
prior to age 21; (2) a youth who has committed crimes 
involving drugs such as selling or possessing drugs and 
some sex offenses; (3) a youth with mental health issues; 
(4) a youth who is HIV positive; (5) a youth with addiction 
issues; or (6) a youth who has an outstanding deportation 
order.227 Most offenses like violent crimes and theft are 
not disqualifying. 

•	Traffi cking Victims Protection Act (“TVPA”):228 
This act offers protection to non-U.S. citizens who 
are victims of human traffi cking. Child victims 
of human traffi cking are immediately eligible 
for social services once they receive a letter of 
eligibility from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. To be eligible, the child must 

Do NOT talk to ICE. ICE agents might visit 
you while you’re in Juvenile Hall. Do not talk 

to them or tell them anything. As with police, you 
have the right to refuse to talk to the ICE agents.

Do NOT sign any papers. Do not agree to a 
“voluntary departure” or deportation until after you 
have talked to your immigration lawyer and he or she 
tells you that you should sign the papers. 
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be a victim of human sex or labor trafficking. The 
services they are eligible for include: 

* Housing or shelter assistance;

* Food assistance;

* Income assistance;

* Employment assistance;

* English language training;

* Health care assistance;

* Mental health services; and

* Assistance for victims of torture.

TVPA established the T visa to give victims of 
human trafficking temporary status in the U.S. in 
recognition that returning victims to their country 
of origin is often not in their best interest. 

•	U Visas for Victims of Crime:229 This kind of visa 
can also help a youth stay in the U.S. legally. A 
youth qualifies in the following situations:

* If the youth has suffered substantial 
physical or mental abuse as a result 
of having been a victim of certain 
specified crimes, or has been solicited 
to commit specified crimes.230

* If the youth would face extreme and 
unusual harm upon deportation.231

* If the youth is “helpful” in an 
investigation or prosecution of the 
crime (police must certify this).232

•	Political Asylum:233 This is another way the youth 
can stay in the U.S. legally. A youth qualifies in the 
following situations: 

* If the youth is a victim of past 
persecution or has a well-founded fear 
of future persecution based on race, 

religion, political opinion, membership 
in a particular social group, or 
nationality.

* If the youth is afraid of persecution by 
the government or private group that 
the government fails to control.234 

•	Violence Against Women Act (VAWA):235 A 
youth can use this to gain a visa if the youth: 

* Is abused by a parent/stepparent 
who is a legal permanent resident or 
citizen; or 

* If the youth has a parent who is being 
abused by her lawful permanent 
resident or citizen spouse; or 

* Is abused by means of physical or 
forced with extreme cruelty236

•	Cancellation of Deportation – To cancel 
deportation the youth must:

* Have 10 years of continuous stay in the 
U.S. before the start of the deportation 
proceedings;

* Have a legal permanent resident or 
citizen parent, husband, wife, or child;

* Show that the parent, husband, 
wife, or child would face extreme 
and unusual hardship upon your 
deportation; and

* Not have any criminal convictions that 
trigger deportation and show general 
good moral character.237

•	Permanent Residence Status – If the youth 
applies for this and gets approved, the youth can 
stay in the U.S. permanently, work here, qualify 
for in-state tuition at colleges, and apply for U.S. 
citizenship in 5 years.
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Information for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Queer (LGBTQ) Youth

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, or queer 
(LGBTQ) youth have the 
same legal rights as all other 
youth who are in the juvenile 
justice system. Moreover, 
there are civil rights specific 
to LGBTQ needs that 
are established by the 
U.S. Constitution, state 
and federal statutes and 

regulations, and even agency policies. Research shows 
that anywhere between 4% and 10% of youth are LGBTQ. 
By knowing his or her legal rights, a LGBTQ youth can 
better advocate for himself or herself, as well as help his 
or her lawyer to understand better how to advocate for 
him or her. 

Youth Have A Right To Be Safe From Emotional,  
Physical, And Sexual Abuse238

Like all other youth, LGBTQ youth have a right to be 
safe from harm when in the Juvenile Hall or the DJJ. For 
example, if the counselors or guards know that a youth is 
being harassed or bullied, they must take actions to stop 
the harassment. Also, the Juvenile Hall and the DJJ are 
not supposed to put any youth in the same cell or unit 
with other violent youth who can physically or sexually 
attack the youth.239

Lgbtq Youth Have A Right To Not Be Kept Separate 
From Other Youth In The Facility
The Juvenile Hall or the DJJ cannot keep a LGBTQ youth 
separate from other youth just because he or she is 
LGBTQ. Youth have a right to be free from unreasonably 
restrictive conditions of confinement. That is, the Juvenile 
Hall or the DJJ cannot put a youth into isolation rooms 
just for expressing that he or she is LGBTQ or because 
they believe that, since the youth is LGBTQ, the youth is 
dangerous to other youth. DJJ also cannot put a youth in 
segregation or isolation “for his or her own safety.” The 
Juvenile Hall must find ways to stop those hurting the 
LGBTQ youth.240 

If A Judge Hasn’t Determined That A Youth Is A “Sex 
Offender,” The Youth Has A Right To Not Be Labeled 
Or Classified As A “Sex Offender”
It is a LGBTQ youth’s legal right to not be automatically 
treated as a sex offender, to be housed with sex offenders, 
or to be sent to sex offender treatment programs just 
because the youth is LGBTQ.241 The Juvenile Hall violates 
the youth’s constitutional rights when it attempts to label 
a LGBTQ youth as a sex offender or place that youth 
with sex offenders without going through such required 
procedures as a hearing, an evaluation by a qualified 
psychologist, and an opportunity for the LGBTQ youth to 
appeal such a determination. 

All Youth Have A Right To Receive Appropriate 
Medical And Mental Health Care242

Like other detained youth, LGBTQ youth have a right to 
see a doctor and psychologist for physical and mental 
health needs. Moreover, if the youth has specialized needs 
(for example, the youth has been diagnosed with Gender 
Identity Disorder), the Juvenile Hall needs to provide the 
youth with the required treatment. The Juvenile Hall or 
the DJJ violates a youth’s rights if they ignore a doctor’s 
orders or do not give the youth adequate health care. 
Also, the Juvenile Hall or the DJJ cannot force youth to 
get therapies that would make a youth feel worse about 
himself or herself, such as “conversion therapies” or any 
other program that tries to change sexual orientation.243

Furthermore, the Juvenile Hall needs to take steps to 
prevent youth from having suicidal feelings. The Juvenile 
Hall should also keep services such as peer support 
groups or community resources that can help youth feel 
less alone and depressed.

Youth Have A Right To Equal And  
Nondiscriminatory Treatment
LGBTQ youth have a right to be treated just like every 
other youth in the Juvenile Hall or the DJJ.244 For 
example, the Juvenile Hall or the DJJ cannot make 
LGBTQ youth wear different color clothes to show that a 
youth is LGBTQ. The Juvenile hall and the DJJ also have 
to consider LGBTQ youth just like everybody else for 
placements and services.245 That is, it would be unlawful 
for them to deny an LGBTQ youth a certain placement 
or program just because he or she is LGBTQ. Also, when 
the Juvenile Hall or the DJJ hears about harassment or 
bullying against youth, Juvenile Hall or DJJ has to deal 
with it using the same rules that they use for every other 
youth in the Juvenile Hall when there is an incident of 
violence.246 

Youth Have A Right To Express Sexual Orientation
The Constitution gives everyone, including LGBTQ 
youth, the rights to freedom of speech and freedom of 
expression. That means that an LQBTQ youth can be open 
about his or her gender identity and sexual orientation. 
He or she can wear the clothes he or she wants and style 
his or her hair the way the youth wants to express his or 
her gender identity and sexual orientation. The Juvenile 
Hall or the DJJ cannot force an LGBTQ youth to hide his 
or her gender identity and sexual orientation, and they 
cannot keep services from the youth if he or she refuses to 
hide his or her gender identity and sexual orientation. The 
Juvenile Hall and the DJJ cannot try to force any LGBTQ 
youth to “blend” in with the other youth.247

Youth Have A Right To Refuse To Participate In Religious 
Activities That Condemn Lgbtq248

The Constitution gives everyone, including LGBTQ youth, 
the right to religious freedom. The Juvenile Hall or the 
DJJ cannot force LGBTQ youth to take part in religious 
services that condemn homosexuality. The Juvenile Hall 
and DJJ also must let LGBTQ youth attend religious 
activities that support the youth’s gender identity if the 
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youth chooses to participate.249

Information for 
Gang-Involved Youth
The law defi nes “criminal street gangs” as any ongoing 
organization, association, or group of three or more 
persons, whether formal or informal, that engages in 
criminal acts specifi ed in California Penal Code § 186.22, 
has a common name or common identifying sign or 
symbol, and whose members individually or collectively 
engage in or have engaged in a pattern of criminal gang 
activity.250 As explained below, a youth might face serious 
criminal consequences just by being a gang member, 
even if he or she personally has not committed crimes.251

Prop 21
In 2000, California voters passed Proposition 21, which 
created severe consequences for youth entering the 
juvenile justice system. Prop. 21 created tougher 
sentences for many minors going through the juvenile 
justice system, including new “strikes” under California’s 
Three Strikes law.252 Prop. 21 also created a series of harsh 
anti-gang laws that every youth should know about.253 

Gang Membership
It may be illegal for a youth to even be a member of a gang 
of three or more people that engages in criminal activity 
(such as selling drugs, beating people up, or unlawfully 
possessing or selling weapons).254 Even if a youth does not 
personally commit such crimes, the youth can be charged 
with conspiracy to commit any crime that someone else 
in the youth’s gang commits if the youth knew about the 
criminal conduct and the youth promoted, assisted, or 
benefi ted from the conduct.255

Harsher Penalties for Gang Related Crimes
If a youth is convicted or adjudicated for a crime, either 
in adult or juvenile court, the youth may face harsher 
penalties if the youth is a member of a gang.256 A youth 
could also face criminal penalties for simply asking a 
friend to join a gang or participating in the “jumping-

in” of another gang member.257

Gang Registration 
If a youth is adjudicated or convicted of a gang-related 
crime, including simply being a member of a gang, the 
youth will be required to register with the chief of police 
of the city in which he or she lives, or the sheriff of the 
county if he or she lives in an unincorporated area within 
10 days of release from custody or within 10 days of his or 
her arrival in the city or country, whichever occurs fi rst.258

If a youth is required to register, the court and the clerk 
will provide the youth printed information regarding the 
youth’s obligation to register and where the youth will 
need to go to register.259 A youth will need to register at 
the police or sheriff’s station with the youth’s parent or 
guardian. Once there, the youth will be fi ngerprinted, have 
a picture taken, and have to sign a written statement.260

This information will become part of a state gang database 
and will be available to police and prosecution agencies 
in the future, but it will not be available to anyone not 
associated with law enforcement.261 

After registering, the youth will be required to inform law 
enforcement authorities within 10 days of any change in 
address.262 The youth’s obligation to register and inform the 
police about address changes will end fi ve years after his 
or her latest gang-related conviction or adjudication.263

It is really important for the youth to fulfi ll his or her 
registration obligations. If he or she purposefully fails to 
register, a court may charge him or her with an additional 
misdemeanor. If a court fi nds the youth guilty of a gang-
related crime in the future, he or she can face additional 
criminal penalties.264

Gang Injunctions
Gang injunctions are a law enforcement technique to 
deal with the “problem” of street gangs by issuing a 
civil public nuisance injunction against the alleged gang 
members.265 In essence, a local government sues a gang 
and obtains a restraining order against the gang’s legal 
and illegal activities. In the law suit, the gang members 
named in the suit are forbidden from a variety of activities, 
often including gathering in groups, being out after 
a particular time, being in possession of a pager or a 
cellular telephone, or riding bicycles. The reason for not 
allowing the innocent activity is that it makes detecting 
criminal activity easier. For example, the injunction stops 
an enjoined gang member from staying out after curfew 
and allows for a body search for drugs that would not be 
legal without the gang injunction. Notably, each gang 
injunction must defi ne a geographic area where these 
activities are restricted. 

If a youth is part of a gang injunction, he or she should be 
served with a notice telling him or her specifi cally what 
can and cannot be done according to the injunction.266

Sentences for breaking these injunctions range from hefty 
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fines to incarceration time.267

Gang Profiling
Many law enforcement agencies have developed “gang 
profiles” as a tool to identify youth as members or 
associates of gangs. The criteria for gang profiles includes 
known criminal activity, admitted gang membership, 
style of dress, tattoos, hangouts and identity of friends. 
Many argue that gang profiling is the equivalent to racial 
profiling and should not be allowed. Still, many gang 
intervention units use clothing and other symbols to 
indicate affiliation. 

Gang Related Clothing In Schools
The law specifically allows schools to prohibit students 
from wearing gang related clothing as part of the schools’ 
comprehensive safety plans. Gang related clothing are 
clothes that a school could reasonably determine would 
threaten the health and safety of the school environment 
when a student wears or displays these clothes on the 
school campus.268 

Three Strikes Law Applies To Juvenile Strikes
In July 2009, the California Supreme court ruled that an 
adult felon can be sentenced to life in prison because of 
past convictions in the juvenile court.269 Convictions for 
serious or violent crimes in juvenile court at age 16 or 17 
count towards adult strikes.270 Under the California Three 
Strikes law, if a person is convicted of any felony at age 
18 or older, and he or she has two or more “strike” priors 
(prior convictions for serious or violent felonies), he or she 
must be sentenced to at least 25-years-to-life in prison. 
Therefore, if a youth is convicted for a serious or violent 
crime, it may impact his or her future sentencing as an 
adult.

Gang Affiliation Inside
At juvenile halls, there is no official policy of dividing 
detainees with different gang affiliations. At camps, 
however, there is an effort to separate detainees from rival 
gangs. Expressing gang affiliation in detention can lead 
to disciplinary action against youth inside. 

CALGANG – The Gang Database: California maintains a 
gang database that includes information of known gang 
members and affiliates. A youth may be entered into this 
database.

1. Requirements for a Youth to be Entered 
into CALGANG Database:271 A youth can 
be entered into the CALGANG database if 
an investigation finds two of the following 
criteria: 

•	The youth has admitted to being a gang member;

•	The youth has been arrested with known gang 
members for offenses consistent with gang 
activity;

•	A reliable source identified the youth as a gang 
member;

•	An untested informant identified the youth as a 
gang member;

•	The youth has been seen affiliating with 
documented gang members;

•	The youth has been seen displaying gang 
symbols and/or hand signs;

•	The youth has been seen frequenting gang areas;

•	The youth has been seen wearing gang related 
clothing;

•	The youth is known to have gang tattoos; and/or

•	The youth has been classified as a member of 
a gang in a custody classification interview. **If 
a youth meets this criteria, it is the only thing 
needed for entry into the database. All others 
require two criteria.**

2. Affiliate Classification272: The affiliate 
information is entered to give further 
identification, through an established 
relationship, of an existing gang member. 
Two of the following criteria must be present 
for entry of affiliates into a gang member’s 
record:

•	When an active gang member with an assigned 
gang member number is known to affiliate with 
other gang members; or 

•	When the individual is known to affiliate with 
active gang members and the law enforcement 
or criminal justice officer has established 
that there is a reasonable suspicion that the 
individual is involved in criminal activity or 
enterprise (the officer’s belief must be based 
on logic, reasoning and sound judgment from 
law enforcement experience and training 
rather than mere hunch or whim.

3. Purging Records:273

•	  If a record is not modified by the addition of 
new criteria for 5 years, then the record will be 
purged. 

4. Other Important Information

•	A youth cannot view his or her own records in 
the CALGANG database. Only authorized law 
enforcement or criminal justice personnel can 
access the records.274

•	Additionally, information from the 
CALGANG database can trigger sentencing 
enhancements.275

•	The term CALGANG cannot appear in reports, 
memorandums, statements of facts, etc. 
CALGANG cannot be relied upon to form an 
opinion of gang membership or replace actual 
expertise regarding criminal street gangs. 
If a reference to CALGANG is necessary, 
however, such documents can only reflect 
that the information was obtained from a law 
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enforcement source.276

Information for Youth of Color
Disproportionate Minority Confi nement
In virtually every state, at every stage of the juvenile 
justice system, youth of color are over represented 
and receive disparate treatment, particularly in secure 
confi nement.277  
Due to the overrepresentation of youth of color in 
the juvenile justice system, Congress passed the 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 
2002 (“JJDPA”).278 JJDPA requires states to implement 
strategies to reduce the disproportionate number of 
juvenile members of minority groups, who come into 
contact with the juvenile justice system. No numerical 
standards or quotas are established or required for such 
minority juvenile delinquency reduction efforts. 

Racial Profi ling
Racial profi ling is when law enforcement relies on things 

like race, national origin, 
or ethnicity, instead of 
behavior, in determining 
whether a youth is a 
suspect of criminal 
activity. Police might also 
profi le a youth based 
on dress, mannerisms, 
and the people whom a 
youth hangs out with to 
support their theory that 
the youth is engaging 
in criminal gang activity. 
Although such forms of 
profi ling are illegal, many 

young people of color are victims of racial and gang 
profi ling by police.279 

Information for Foster Youth
“Foster youth” is a general term often used to refer to 
youth in the dependency system. If the government 
determines that a youth is abused or neglected, he or she 
will be assigned a social worker that may come to visit 
the youth’s home or the youth’s foster or group home.280

While in the dependency system, the youth is under the 
jurisdiction of the juvenile court, which is not the same 
as the delinquency system. The social worker must work 
with the youth’s parents to make the home a safe and 
nurturing place to be.281 In some cases that might not be 
possible, and the court and youth’s social worker will try 
to fi nd the youth a permanent foster or adoptive family to 
stay with.282 

General Rights In The Foster Care System283 
As a foster youth, the law guarantees certain rights, 
including:

•	To live in a safe, healthy, and comfortable home 
where the youth is treated with respect, and to 
have access to available services and care without 
harassment or discrimination.284

•	To be free from physical, sexual, emotional, or 
other abuse, or physical punishment.285 

•	To receive an allowance if he or she is in a group 
home.286

•	To receive adequate and healthy food and 
clothing.287

•	To receive proper medical, dental, vision, and 
mental health care.288

•	To refuse medications and other chemical 
substances, unless they are prescribed by a 
doctor.289

•	To contact family members, unless the court 
orders restricted communication.290

•	To visit and contact the youth’s brothers and 
sisters, unless prohibited by court order.291 

•	To be able to make confi dential complaints about 
the foster family or placement to state offi cials 
who will follow up on the complaint.292 (See below 
for information about how to make a complaint 
or get information and advice about foster care 
placement.)

•	To make and receive confi dential phone calls and 
send and receive private, unopened mail, unless 
prohibited by court order.293

•	To attend religious services and activities of his 
or her choice, whether the foster family has the 
same religion or not.294 

TIPS FOR DEALING WITH POLICE
If you are stopped or taken into police custody, 
and you think that it is due to profi ling, 

remember the following tips:

•	Stay calm and do not argue or struggle with 
police. 

•	 If asked, provide information about your identity, 
including your age, name, and address. 

•	Ask for the police offi cer(s)’s badge number(s). 

•	 If you are taken into custody, tell the police that you 
would like to speak to an attorney. 

•	Otherwise remain silent and do not answer police 
questions regarding supposed criminal activity. 

•	When you meet with your attorney, tell him or her 
about the incident and why you think you are a 
victim of profi ling.
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•	To have a job and/or a bank account, unless 
prohibited by the emancipation case plan.295

•	To not be locked in any room, building, or facility 
unless the youth has been placed in a community 
treatment facility.296

•	To attend school and participate in extracurricular 
and social activities, and to be in contact with 
friends, teachers, and mentors outside of the 
foster care system.297

•	To attend court hearings, speak to the judge, and 
be involved in the development of his or her own 
case plan and plan for permanent placement.298

•	To be free from unreasonable searches of personal 
belongings, and to be given a place to store 
personal belongings.299

•	To attend Independent Living Program classes, if 
the youth meets the program’s age requirements. 
The program can prepare the youth to live 

independently when the youth is too old to be 
part of the dependency system.300

Some Good People To Contact 
With Foster Placement Concerns

1. The Youth’s Social Worker: A youth in the 
dependency system has a social worker 
whose job it is to look out for the youth’s 
best interests and ensure that he or she is 
placed in a nurturing home environment. A 
youth should talk to his or her social worker if 
he or she is having problems with the foster 
family or group home. 

2. The Youth’s Attorney: Every youth in the 
dependency system is assigned an attorney 
to represent his or her best interests. If a 
youth is having problems with his or her 
placement, or if the youth has questions 
about his or her legal rights, the youth should 
talk to his or her attorney. 

3. California Foster Care Ombudsperson:
The ombudsperson oversees and receives 
complaints and provides advice about 
California’s foster system. This is a good 
source to turn to if the youth wants to make 
a confi dential complaint about the foster 
placement. Calls are free and will not show 
up on a regular phone bill. If the call is made 
from a landline with caller ID or a cell phone, 
be aware that the phone company may 

track all numbers dialed. Anyone can reach 
the Ombudsperson at 1-877-846-1602.301 
The Ombudsperson can also give the youth 
information regarding local Independent 
Living Programs that can prepare a youth to 
live independently when he or she becomes 
too old for the dependency system. 

What Happens To Dependant Youth 
Who Get In Trouble With The Law?
California law mostly draws a line between youth in the 
dependency (foster) system and youth in the delinquency 
(juvenile justice) system, even though some youth are in 
both systems. If a youth is in the foster system and gets in 
trouble with the law, he or she might lose his or her status 
and all the services and rights guaranteed to a dependant 
youth.

When a youth is charged with a crime, the Probation 
Department and the Department of Child and Family 
Services (DCFS) will submit a report to the delinquency 
court judge who will hear the youth’s case. The report 
states the two departments’ recommendation about 
whether the youth and society will be better off if the 
youth enters the delinquency system or stays in the foster 
system.302 

The delinquency court judge ultimately decides whether 
a youth stays in the foster system, or whether the youth 
enters the delinquency system.303 If the delinquency court 
judge assigns a youth “informal supervision,”304 “informal 
probation,”305 or “deferred entry of judgment,”306 that 
youth may be able to keep dependency status and benefi ts 
while completing disposition with the delinquency court. 

Los Angeles County is currently working on and testing out 
a new plan that will make it easier for dependant youth to 
go through the juvenile justice system without losing the 
benefi ts and support they receive from the dependency 
system.307 

Aging Out Of The Foster Care System
The social worker should provide a youth with all the 
information necessary to age out of the foster care 
system, including information about how to sign up for 
Independent Living Programs and transitional housing. 

Most youth “age out” of the foster care system between 18 
and 21 years of age.308 During that time, the dependency 
court will hold a hearing to terminate jurisdiction over the 
youth under the system.309 Although a youth does not 
need to attend the hearing, it is important and it is in his or 
her best interest to attend. The court will ensure that the 
youth has received information about his or her case and 
brothers’ and sisters’ contact information.310 Additionally, 
the court must ensure that the youth has copies of 
important documents like his or her social security card, 
certifi ed birth certifi cate, driver’s license or California 
state ID, death certifi cate of parent(s) (if applicable), and 

AGING OUT OF THE 
FOSTER CARE SYSTEM: 

This information is really important, so ask about it if 
your social worker hasn’t talked to you about it yet.
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a proof of citizenship or residence.311 The court also must 
ensure that the youth knows how to sign up for important 
services like Medi-Cal, transitional housing, if applicable, 
and educational programs. 312

Information for Youth with 
Special Needs and Mental 
Health Needs
In 2001, Los Angeles established the Juvenile Court of 
Mental Health Services (“JCMHS”) to assist youth with 
mental health needs. The JCMHS is available to review 
the psychotropic medication requests for children and 
provide assistance with placement options for youth with 
mental health problems. The mission of the JCMHS is to 
optimize mental health care for youth within the juvenile 
court system.313 

Every youth in the juvenile justice system should receive a 
screening for mental health problems.314 According to the 
National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice, 
it is well established that about 70% of youth in the 
juvenile justice system suffer from mental disorders, with 
25% experiencing disorders so severe that their ability to 
function is significantly impaired.315 In Los Angeles county, 
at least 5,000 youth under the jurisdiction of the juvenile 
court are treated with psychotropic medications.316 

Who Is Eligible For JCMHS?
Eligibility is determined by considering the following 
factors:317

•	A diagnosed mental disorder or developmental 
disability; 

•	The youth’s ability to communicate with an 
attorney; 

•	The seriousness of the offense; and 

•	The degree of violence in the youth’s overall 
delinquency record.

What Mental Disorders Or Developmental  
Disabilities Are Considered For JCMHS?
The JCMHS considers youth who have an Axis I mental 
health disorder or Axis II developmental disability. These 
categories can include among others:318

•	Depression;

•	Schizophrenia;

•	Social Phobia;

•	Autism;

•	Mental Retardation;

•	Bipolar Disorder; and

•	Paranoid Personality Disorder.

Referral Process:  

A youth’s judge or attorney may request that JCMHS 
assess the youth’s need for treatment with medication, 
evaluate the treatment, etc.

Participation In JCMHS Requires:319 

1. Consent of the youth;

2. Parent or guardian involvement; and

3. Parents and the youth must meet with the judge 
every 2 weeks to review the youth’s progress.

What happens once a youth is referred to JCMHS?320

JCMHS does the following:

1. Obtains mental health information through:

a. Direct clinical evaluation;

b. Speaking to others who possess such 
info; and

c. Reviewing clinical and other records;

2. Assesses whether the youth is benefiting 
from current services and if not, what new 
services should be provided for the youth;

3. Helps determine the extent and nature of 
the youth’s mental health needs;

4. Helps determine the type of mental health 
evaluations that the youth needs; 

5. Consults with judges, attorneys, CSW’s, 
probation officers, child advocates, family 
members and others and serves as liaison to 
develop the youth’s program;

6. Uses multiple agencies to collaborate and 
meet mental health treatment goals;

7. Organizes case conferences;

8. Serves as a liaison between the juvenile 
court and the Mental Health Court (Dept. 
95); and

9. May recommend whether a youth’s mental 
health needs can best be met in the 
dependency or delinquency court if the 
youth appears to fall within both categories. 

For Those Treated With Psychotropic Medications:321

Those youth are entitled to timely access to mental health 
consultation and liaison services.
JCMHS medical staff reviews requests to the juvenile 
court for authorization to give psychotropic medication 
to youth within the juvenile court’s jurisdiction and make 
recommendations to the court as to whether the proposed 
treatments is proper.

Contact Information322 
JCMHS staff can be reached at the following numbers: 
(323) 526-6362 
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(323) 526-6361 
(323) 226-8729 
(818) 455-4661 

Abused Children – 
children who are victims 
of physical, sexual, and/
or emotional abuse or 
neglect. 

Accomplice – a person 
who is accused of helping 
another person with a 
crime. 

Adjudication – the 
court trial in a juvenile 
court to determine if the 
allegations listed in the 
petition are true.

Admission – affirming 
allegations in the petition 
are true; guilty plea.

Aftercare – the special 
Probation Department or 
DJJ program designated 
to supervise a youth during 
the balance of his or her 
time on probation.

Allegation – legal charge; 
reason the youth should 
be a ward or a dependent 
of the juvenile court.

Alternate Public 
Defender – lawyers who 
represent people that the 
public defender is not 
able to represent because 
of a conflict of interest or 
unavailability. 

Alternative Sentencing 
– an opportunity for 
the judge to provide a 
rehabilitation program 
rather than incarceration.

Burden of Proof – when 
you are charged with 
a crime, the D.A. or 
“prosecutor” has to prove 
that you committed the 
crime, rather than you 
proving that you did not 
commit the crime. 

Child Advocate – a 
volunteer, also called a 
court-appointed special 
advocate or CASA.

Confidentiality – privacy 
of juvenile proceedings; 
security of information 
from public knowledge.

Conflict Attorney – 
court-appointed private 
counsel, also called panel 
attorney, chosen from a 
list known as the “panel” 
to represent youth having 
with a conflict-of-interest 
with other parties.

Court Officer – court-
appointed person 
with special skills; e.g. 
court mediator, court 
officer as social worker’s 
representative in court.

Custody – secure custody 
is a place with locked 
entrances and exits; non-
secure custody is without 
physical restraints.

DJJ – Division of Juvenile 
Justice, the state agency 
which operates the state-
run institutions and camps 
for minors; part of the 
California Department of 
Corrections; formerly the 
CYA.

Delinquency Court – 
juvenile criminal court.

Delinquent – a juvenile 
apprehended as a result 
of misdemeanor or felony 
criminal conduct, law 
violator; in adult court, a 
criminal.

Denial – saying 
allegation/s in the petition 
are not true; not-guilty 
plea.

Dependency Court – 
juvenile protection court 
for victims of abuse, 
abandonment, or neglect.

Dependent of the Court 
– a minor determined to 
be under the jurisdiction of 
the dependency court.

Detention – the holding 
of a person picked 
up and in custody by 
law enforcement; in 
dependency court, the 
youth is removed from 
home for protection; in 
delinquency court, the 
youth is held pending 
court action.

Detention Hearing – the 
first hearing in the juvenile 
court process; equivalent 
to the arraignment in an 
adult court.

Determinate Sentence 
– the specific period of 
confinement of a youth 
sent to an incarceration 
facility is dependent on the 
crime.

Disposition – the court’s 
determination about what 
the youth must do as a 
result of their offenses; 
equivalent to the sentence 
in an adult court.

Diversion – the use of a 
non-justice, alternative 
program for selected first-
time or minor offenders; 
a program directing the 
individual to participate in 
a work or educational plan 
in lieu of juvenile court 
proceedings.

EMP – electronic  
monitoring program; an 
active or passive ankle-
bracelet tracking system.

Finding – court decision.

Fitness Hearing – process 
to determine whether a 
serious offender is fit for 
trial in juvenile court or for 
remand to adult court.

Guardian Ad Litem – 
volunteer appointed 
by the court to speak 
for the minor or legally 
incompetent person.

Hearing – court appearance 
with a judge/judicial officer; 
juvenile trial.

Incarceration – 
imprisonment; 
confinement to a locked, 
state facility.

Indeterminate Sentence 
– an unspecified time for 
minors to be held until 
deemed rehabilitated.

Intervention – program 
for working with families 
to provide early services to 
change behavior and keep 
the minor out of the justice 
system.

JAI Number – Juvenile 
Automated Index number; 
the statewide, computer 
index number assigned 
to a juvenile when they 
first enter the justice 
system, similar to CII for 
adults; data input includes 
arrests, pending cases, 
convictions, conditions of 
parole, etc.

JJC – Juvenile Justice 
Commission; each 
county has this judicially-
appointed, state-
mandated commission to 
oversee county juvenile 
justice functions. 

Judicial Officer – the 
judicial hearing officer who 
is not a judge, frequently 
called a referee or 
commissioner.
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Jurisdiction Hearing – 
procedure to determine 
the court’s authority over 
the minor.

Juvenile Mental Health 
Court/Department 203 
– a special court for youth 
who have mental health 
needs; this court can 
provide more appropriate 
proceedings and 
dispositions for the youth 
that come before it .

Legal Guardianship – 
person, other than parents, 
given responsibility for the 
care of a child.

LGBT – an acronym 
for “Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgendered/
transsexual” that is used 
when speaking broadly of 
this community; sometimes 
written as GLBT. 

Ombudsman – a 
government appointee 
who investigates 
complaints by private 
persons against the 
government.

Panel Attorney – private 
attorney appointed 
to represent people 
when neither the Public 
Defender or Alternate 
Public Defender can take 
the case; they are paid by 
the State in the same way 
as the Public Defender. 

Parens Patriae – in 
juvenile court, the concept 
for the right of the state 
to act in the place of the 
parent.

Parole – conditional 
release from incarceration 
after serving part of 
sentence, generally under 
supervision of a state 
parole officer.

Permanency Planning 
Hearing – in dependency 
court, the final placement 
step to develop a long- 
term plan for a minor who 
will not be returned to his/
her family.

Petition – legal document 
submitted to juvenile court 
containing the allegations 
against a minor; in adult 
court, the complaint or 
charges.

Privatization – the transfer 
of control from a public 
agency to the private 
sector.

Probation – sentence 
releasing the minor into 
the community without 
imprisonment under 
supervision; a test period 
for good behavior.

Probation Commission 
– permanent advisory 
board that oversees the 
Probation Department, 
acts as a liaison between 
the public, the Los Angeles 
County, and the Probation 
Department, and reviews 
probation programs. 

Probation Department 
– county department 
responsible for the 
assessment, informal 
probation supervision, 
referral of court cases, 
management of Juvenile 
Halls and camps, 
and supervision of 
rehabilitation programs for 
probationers. 

Probation Officer (“P.O.”) 
– person whose job is to 
familiarize him or herself 
with each youth assigned 
to him or her and to make 
recommendations about 
the youth’s case. There are 
different P.O.s at different 
stages in the case, from 
detention until the case is 
closed.

Public Defender – 
attorneys who provide 
legal representation for 
people who are charged 
with crimes but are unable 
to afford a private attorney.

Remand – juvenile sent, 
or remanded, to superior 
court to be treated as an 
adult.

Recidivism – pattern of 
repeated criminal behavior.

SARB – School Attendance 
Review Board.

Status Offender – juvenile 
who has committed an 
act which is not criminal 
behavior as an adult but is 
an offense for a juvenile: 
runaways, truants, curfew 
violators, incorrigibles, 
youths beyond the control 
of parents and/or school 
personnel (WIC 601).

Temporary police 
custody – the term for 
when a person under 18 is 
officially taken into custody 
by law enforcement; 
equivalent to an arrest of 
persons over 18.

Termination Of Parental 
Rights – legal ending 
of a parent’s rights to a 
minor, including custody, 
education, religious 
training, etc. 

Undocumented – 
people who are in the 
United States without 
the appropriate legal 
documents, such as a visa 
or a green card.

Ward Of The Court – 
minor under the legal 
guardianship of the state.

WIC – California Welfare 
and Institutions Code, 
the portion of state law 
dealing with juveniles.

YOPB – Youthful Offender 
Parole Board; politically-
appointed state juvenile 
parole agency. 

300’s – abused or 
neglected children; 
victims, not offenders; 
covered by California 
Welfare and Institutions 
Code § 300.

601’s – status offenders; 
covered by California 
Welfare and Institutions 
Code § 601.

602’s – juvenile criminal 
offenders; covered by 
California Welfare and 
Institutions Code § 602.

654’s – informal 
probationers, diverted for 
minor; includes a written, 
contractual agreement 
with minor; covered by 
California Welfare and 
Institutions Code § 654.

707(b)’s – juveniles who 
have been remanded to 
adult court; determined 
to be “unfit” for juvenile 
court; covered by 
California Welfare and 
Institutions Code § 707(b).
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Alfred J. McCourtney Juvenile Justice Center
Central Juvenile District
1040 W. Avenue J, Lancaster, CA 93534
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=LAN&

Compton Courthouse
South Central District
200 West Compton Blvd., Compton, CA 90220
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=COM&

David V. Kenyon Juvenile Justice Center
Central Juvenile District
7625 South Central Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90001
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=DVJ&

Eastlake Juvenile Court
Central Juvenile District
1601 Eastlake Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90033
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=ELJ&

Inglewood Juvenile Courthouse
Central Juvenile District
110 East Regent St., Inglewood, CA 90301
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=IGJ&

Long Beach Courthouse
South District
415 West Ocean Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90802
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=LB&

Los Padrinos Juvenile Courthouse
Central Juvenile District
7281 East Quill Dr., Downey, CA 90242
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=LPJ&

Pasadena Courthouse
Northeast District
300 East Walnut St., Pasadena, CA 91101
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=PAS&

Pomona Courthouse South
East District
400 Civic Center Plaza, Pomona, CA 91766
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=EA&

Sylmar Juvenile Courthouse
Central Juvenile District
16350 Filbert St., Sylmar, CA 91342
http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/Locations/ui/location.
aspx?loc=SLJ&

APPENDIX B:
LOS ANGELES COUNTY  

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY COURTS
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Regular meetings of the Probation 
Commission are held on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of each month and are 
open to the public. Unless there is a 
prior announcement, the Commission 
meets in Room 739, in the Kenneth 
Hahn Hall of Administration. Individual 
Commissioners may be contacted 
through the Probation Department 
Headquarters, (562) 940-2635 (Contact 
person; Cindy Cheng) or the Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
The Los Angeles County Probation 
Commission

Commissioners 
Supervisor

First Supervisorial District 
Representatives:
Steve Gores, 2nd Vice President
Josof Sanchez
William Sias, Esq. Gloria Molina

Second Supervisorial District 
Representatives: 
Loretta Canett-Bailes, Ed.D.
Loinel Coulter, Ph.D.
Olivia E. Mitchell
Mark Ridley-Thomas
Third Supervisorial District 
Representatives: 
Shirin A. Chase
Jo Kaplan, Esq. 
Carol K. Patchett Zev Yaroslavsky

Fourth Supervisorial District 
Representatives: 
Clayton Hollopeter, President
Gabriella Holt, 3rd Vice President
Fitzgerald Jones 
Don Knabe

Fifth Supervisorial District 
Representatives: 
Michael A. Hurtado, Ed.D.
Lt. Don Meredith, 1st Vice President
Peter Shutan, Michael Antonovich

RESOURCES: WHERE DO I GO FOR 
MORE INFORMATION? 

Los Angeles County Probation 
Ombudsman
Jessica Gama
Los Angeles County Probation Office
9150 East Imperial Hwy., Room A-86
Downey, CA 90242
(877) 822-3222, (562) 940-2842
Fax: (562) 940-0749
E-mail: jessica.gama@laprob.org

Useful General Websites

Los Angeles County Probation 
Commission
http://probation.co.la.ca.us/anmviewer.
asp?a=282&z=8

Los Angeles School Police Department
http://www.laspd.com/

Immigration: 

Shannan Wilber
Legal Services for Children
1254 Market Street, 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 863-3762

Angie Junck
Immigrant Legal Resource Center
1663 Mission Street, Suite 602
San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 255-9499

Pacific Juvenile Defenders Center
200 Pine Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94104
(415) 543-3379 x 3924

Translators
Browne Global Solutions
Contact: Eva Schein
(310) 445-8834

Ross Periodicals, Tom Toldrian
Ross Periodicals Inc.
42 Digital Drive, Suite 5
Novato, CA 94949
(415) 382-0580

http://www.f2f.ca.gov/immigrants.htm

http://www.urban.org/immigrants/index.cfm

Resources for LGBTQ Youth 

The Equity Project
www.equityproject.org

http://www.equityproject.org/resources.html 
(for links to publications, research, 
litigation, best practices and models, 
and advocacy strategies)

Legal Services for Children
www.lsc-sf.org
1254 Market Street, 3rd Floor
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 863-3762
Equity Project contact: 
Shannan Wilber, Executive Director

National Center for Lesbian Rights
www.nclrights.org
870 Market Street, Suite 370
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 392-6257
Equity Project contact: 
Jody Marksamer, Staff Attorney

National Juvenile Defender Center
www.njdc.info
1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 304
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 452-0010
Equity Project contacts:
Patricia Puritz, Executive Director
Julia Kernochan, Staff Attorney

Resources for Parents:

Mothers for Justice
828 Pico Blvd., #9
Santa Monica, CA 90405
http://www.mothers-for-justice.net/

Pico Youth and Family Center
715 Pico Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
http://www.picoyouth.org/

Juvenile Detention Ministry
Archdiocese of LA
3424 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90010
www.detention.la-archdiocese.org

Violence Prevention Coalition of Greater 
Los Angeles
3711 S. Sabrea #202
Los Angeles, CA 90016
jmumin@dhs.co.la.ca.us

Spirit Awakening
2300 Westwood Blvd. Suite #106
Los Angeles, CA 90064
http://akuyoe.com/activist/spirit-
awakening-foundation/

El Centro del Pueblo
1157 Lemoyne Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026
www.elcentrodelpueblo.org/

Barrios Unidos
2811 Pico Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
www.bariosunidos.net

Homies Unidos
1625 W. Olympic Blvd. Ste 706
Los Angeles, CA 90015
www.homiesunidos.org/

La Vida Sana
1720 Cesar Chavez Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90033

Youth Justice Coalition
P.O. Box 73688
Los Angeles, CA 90003

Korean Youth Community Center
680 S. Wilton Place
Los Angeles, CA 90005
Lacausa_alejandro@yahoo.com

APPENDIX C:  
RESOURCES IF YOU STILL HAVE QUESTIONS
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Understanding Legal Citations
The information in this Manual is based on sources such as legal cases, 
statutes, regulations, and constitutions. In order for readers to know 
what the source of the information is, a legal citation is provided for 
each piece of information. These legal citations can be difficult to 
understand because they are written in a very technical and specialized 
way (kind of like a shortcut for lawyers so that they can quickly find the 
original information source). Below are brief explanations of several 
types of sources to help you better understand what the legal citations 
are saying.

Cases
Case law refers to “opinions” (ruling) written by judges who rule on 
cases before them. Certain opinions are then published and collected 
in special books called “reporters.” Lawyers use legal citations to find 
the cases they need in these reporters. Below is an example of a legal 
citation of a case.

1. Party who brings the lawsuit (“plaintiff”). (In this example, 
“Christopher T.” is the one filing the lawsuit.)
2. v. means “versus”
3. Party who is being sued (“defendant”). (In this example, “San 
Francisco Unified School District” is being sued by “Christopher T.”)
4. Volume number of the reporter where the case is published. (the 
reporters are divided up into volumes.)
5. Name of the reporter. There are many reporters for different types 
of cases such as federal and state cases. (In this example, the reporter 
is the Federal Supplement, which contains cases that are decided in 
federal courts.)
6. Page number where the case can be found in the reporter. (In this 
example, the case can be found starting on page 1107 of volume 553 
of the Federal Supplement.)
7. Court where case was decided. (In this example, a federal judge 
from the Northern District Court of California decided the case.)
8. Year the case was decided. (In this example, the judge ruled on the 
case in 1982.)

Statutes
Statutes are laws that are passed by legislators (lawmakers) of a 
government. Statutes can be passed at the federal, state, county, or 
city level. Below is an example of the legal citation of a federal statute.

1. Official name of the statute. (In this example, this statute is called the 
“American with Disabilities Act.”)
2. Subject number of the statute. These may also be called “titles,” 
“sections,” “volumes,” or “chapters.” Similar laws on a particular 
subject will have the same number. (In this example, this is “Title 42” of 
the United States Code.)
3. Abbreviation of the code. This abbreviation tells you the name of 
the set of statutes where you can find the particular statute. (In this 
example, it is the United States Code.)
4. Section symbol and section number. The § is a symbol meaning 
“section.” After the symbol is the specific section number. (In this 
example, it is Section 12101 of Title 42 of the United States Code.)
5. Year of the edition of the code referenced in the citation. (In this 
example, the statute cited was published in the 1990 version of the 
United States Code.)

Similarly, below is an example of a state code (which is basically a state 
statute).

1. “CAL.” is an abbreviation for “California.”
2. “EDUC. CODE” is an abbreviation for “Education Code.”
3. Section symbol and section number. (In this example, it is Section 
48645.5 of the California Education Code.)

Regulations
Regulations are rules, procedures and administrative codes issued 
by governmental agencies at all levels (county, state and federal) to 
carry out the statutes. Whereas a statute provides a broad rule about a 
particular subject, regulations identify specific actions, responsibilities, 

and requirements. Below is an example of a federal regulation.
1. Subject number of the regulation. (In this example, it is Title 34.)
2. Abbreviation of regulation publication. (In this case, “C.F.R.” stands 
for “Code of Federal Regulations.”)
3. Section symbol and section number. The § is a symbol meaning 
“section.” After the symbol is the specific section number. (In this 
example, it is Section 300.125 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations.)

Constitutions
Constitutions establish the basic principles of a national or state 
government and the fundamental rights of people who live in that 
country or state. The United States Constitution describes the 
fundamental principles of the country and the rights of Americans. 
States also have their own constitutions that establish similar basic 
principles and rights for people who live in the state. Below is an 
example of the legal citation of a state constitution.

1. Abbreviation for the state. (In this example, “CAL.” is an 
abbreviation for California.)
2. “CONST.” is an abbreviation for “Constitution.”
3. “art.” is an abbreviation for “Article.” An article is a specific section 
of the constitution. (In this example, it is “Article 1” of the California 
state constitution.)
4. Section symbol and section number. The § is a symbol meaning 
“section.” After the symbol is the specific section number. (In this 
example, it is Section 7 of Article 1 of the California state constitution.)

Christopher T. v. San Francisco Unified Sch. Dist., 553 F. Supp. 1107 (N.D. Cal. 1982).

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)

American with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. § 12101 (1990).

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

CAL. EDUC. CODE § 48645.5.

(1) (2) (3)

34 C.F.R. § 300.125.

(1) (2) (3)

CAL. CONST. art. 1, § 7.

(1) (2) (3) (4)
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1 National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice, 
Blueprint for Change: A Comprehensive Model for the 
Identification and Treatment of Youth with Mental Health 
Needs in Contact with the Juvenile Justice System 
[hereinafter NCMHJJ BLUEPRINT], available at http://
www.ncmhjj.com/Blueprint/default.shtml (last visited 
Mar. 26, 2010). 

2 http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Offices/Ombuds/DJJ_Contact_
Information.html (last visited Apr. 5, 2010).

3 Id.
4 http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Juvenile_Justice/Juvenile_

Parole_Board/index.html (last visited Mar. 26, 2010).
5 http://probation.co.la.ca.us/anmviewer.asp?a=282&z=8 

(last visited Apr. 17, 2010).
6 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 240 (2008). 
7 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 601-602 (2008). 
8 CAL. WELF. & INSTI. CODE § 707(b) (2008). 
9 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 502 (2008).
10 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 503 (2008).
11 U.S. CONST. amend. IV, amend. XIV, § 1; CAL. CONST. 

art. I, §13; see Mapp v. Ohio, 367 U.S. 643, 660 (1961).
12 In re Williams G., 40 Cal. 3d 550, 562 (1985) seems to 

better support this argument and also refers to In re 
Christopher W. – though partially overrules it on another 
point.

13 In re Arturo D., 27 Cal. 4th 60, 87 (warrantless limited 
search of the glove compartment, the area underneath 
the driver’s seat, and the area beneath the front 
passenger seat); People v. Farley, 46 Cal. 4th 1053, 
1098-99 (2009) (warrantless search of residence); and 
People v. Souza, 9 Cal. 4th 224, 242(1994) (warrantless 
pat down of the defendant’s clothing for weapons). 

14 Some other examples where police do not need 
warrants for searches are those conducted during 
exigent circumstances (People v. Celis 33 Cal. 4th 
667, 676 (2004)), border searches (People v. Endacott, 
164 Cal. App. 4th 1346, 1349-51 (2008)), regulatory 
inspections (People v. Hyde, 12 Cal. 3d 158, 166-
168 (1974)), and status searches (People v. Ramos, 
34 Cal. 4th 494, 506 (2004) (warrantless search of a 
probationer)). These kinds of searches are complicated, 
and are outside the scope of this Manual. 

15 In re James D., 43 Cal. 3d 903, 916-17 (1987).
16 See CAL. EDUC. CODE § 48264 (2008). 
17 CAL. EDUC. CODE §§ 48263, 48265 (2008).
18 L.A. MUNICIPAL CODE § 45.03(a).
19 Id. at § 45.03(b).
20 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 625.5(c) (2008).
21 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 625.5(d).
22 In re Justin B., 69 Cal. App. 4th 879, 890 (1999); see 

also 80 Op. Cal. Att’y Gen. 149 (1997) (Attorney General 
opinion that a peace officer may not “book” a minor for 
a violation of a city curfew ordinance). There are other 
cases that suggest factual circumstances may permit a 
police officer to do this – please look at In re Charles C., 
76 Cal. App. 4th (App. Ct. – 4th 1999) and In re Ian C., 
87 Cal. App. 4th 856 (App. Ct. – 1st 2001)

23 Terry v. Ohio, 392 U.S. 1, 22-23 (1968); In re James D., 
43 Cal. 3d 903, 914 (1987) (California Supreme Court 
requires officers to have specific and articulable facts 
that cause them to believe that the person stopped 
is involved in criminal activity that has taken place, is 
occurring, or is about to take place). 

24 In re Frank V., 233 Cal. App. 3d 1232, 1239 (1991).
25 Terry v. Ohio¸ 392 U.S. at 29-30. 
26  [CITATION REQUIRED HERE]
27 In re Robert H., 78 Cal. App. 3d 894, 897, 899 (1978) 

(13-year-old’s consent was valid after police told him that 
he was free to refuse the search of his parents’ house) 
(whether a minor’s consent to a search is knowing and 
intelligent depends on the totality of the circumstances, 
including factors like age, education level, arrest record, 
and intelligence). 

28 See New Jersey v. T.L.O. 469 U.S. 325, 340 (1985) 
(relaxing the requirements that are required for public 
officials to conduct a search under typical public search 
circumstances in a school setting); In re Randy G., 26 
Cal. 4th 556, 565 (2001) (permitting school officials 
to exercise broad supervisory and disciplinary powers 
without worrying about constant constitutional review).

29 CAL. EDUC. CODE § 49050 (2008).
30 In re Thierry S., 19 Cal. 3d 727, 734 n.6 (1977). 
31 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 625 (2008).
32 United States v. Robinson, 414 U.S. 218, 235-36 (1973). 

Also, see In re Demetrius A., 208 Cal. App. 3d 1245 
(App. Ct. 1989) which specifically deals with a search of 
a juvenile after being taken into custody – even though 
juvenile was taken into custody only to be transported 
home.

33 Chimel v. California, 395 U.S. 752, 763 (1969). According 
to California Appeals case, Belton offers the more 
precise rule than Chimel – see People v. Pena, 74 Cal. 
App. 4th 1078 (App. Ct. – 5d. 1999)

34 Thorton v. United States, 541 U.S. 615, 623 (2004).See 
also Belton or Robbins

35 Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436, 444 (1966).
36 People v. Lara, 67 Cal. 2d 365, 376 (1967) and its 

progeny.
37 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 625.2(a) (2008). 
38 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 625.1.
39 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 626(a) (2008). 
40 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 626(b).
41 6-121 CAL. CRIMINAL DEFENSE PRACTICE § 121.08 

(Michael G. Millman et al. eds., 2008). See also California 
Welfare and Institutions Code §793(c).

42 S. Cooley, District Attorney, Los Angeles County, 
Juvenile Offender Intervention Network, available at 
http://da.co.la.ca.us/pdf/joineng.pdf. 

43 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 626(c), 626.5(a).
44 Los Angeles County Superior Court – Juvenile – Informal 

Juvenile and Traffic Court, http://www.lasuperiorcourt.
org/juvenile/traffic.htm (last visited Mar. 9, 2010). 

45 Informal Juvenile and Traffic Court at http://www.
lasuperiorcourt.org/juvenile/maincontent.htm.

46 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 258(a) (2008). 
47 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 258(a)(1)-(7). 
48 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 626(d), 626.5(b).
49 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 627(a) (2008).
50 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 626.
51 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 626(d).
52 State funding allocated to local drug court programs is 

established under CAL. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE §§ 
11970.1-11970.3 (2008).

53 http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/mentalhealth/ (last 
visited Mar. 25, 2010). 

54 Los Angeles County Probation Department, Juvenile 
Services Bureau, http://probation.co.la.ca.us/anmviewer.
asp?a=171&z=5 (last visited Mar. 10, 2010). 

55 http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/outreach/ui/#TeenCourt 
(last visited Mar. 25, 2010). 

56 Id.
57 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 625.1 (2008).
58 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 626(d) (2008).
59 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 627(b) (2008).
60 10 Witkin, Summary of Cal. Law (10th) Parent and Child 

§ 762, Notice and Telephone Contact. 
61 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 627(a).
62 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 628(a) (2008).
63 In re Wayne H., 24 Cal. 3d 515, 601 (1979). 
64 Id. at 601-02.
65 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 632(a) (2008).
66 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 632(b).
67 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 657(a)(1) (2008).
68 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 702 (2008).
69 http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/family/delinq/

process.htm (last visited Mar. 26, 2010). 
70 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 224.71(n) (2008); see CAL. 

EDUC. CODE § 48645 (2008).
71 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 221 (2008). 
72 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 220, 222 (2008).
73 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 222(b).
74 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 207(a) (2008). 
75 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 207(b).
76 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 207.6 (2008). 
77 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 207.1(b).
78 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 628(a) (2008).
79 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 625.3 (2008).
80 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 628.1 (2008).
81 Id.
82 Id.
83 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 327, 651 (2008); CAL. 

RULES OF CT., Rule 5.510(a).
84 Cal. WELF. & INST. Code § 17.1 (2008).
85 Cal. WELF. & INST. Code § 750 (2008).
86 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE 601(a)-(b) (2008).
87 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 502 (2008).
88 CAL. WELF. & INST. Code § 707 (2008).
89 Id. 
90 Id.
91 PUB. COUNSEL LAW CTR., Understanding the 

Juvenile Delinquency System, available at http://www.
publiccounsel.org/publications/understanding_the_
juvenile_delinquency_system_2007.pdf (last visited Apr. 
12, 2010). 

92 Ramona R. v. Superior Court, 37 Cal. 3d 802, 809-11 
(1985).

93 Id. 
94 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 602(b).
95 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 707(d)(2) (2008).
96 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 707(d)(3).
97 CAL. R. PROF. CONDUCT 3-100(B) (2008); CAL. BUSI. & 

PROF. CODE 6068(e) (2008).
98 Id. 
99 CAL. BUS. & PROF. CODE § 6068(m).
100 People v. Marsden 2 Cal. 3d 118, 123-26 (1970).
101 People v. Barnett 17 Cal. 4th 1044, 1085 (1998); People 

v. Mayfield 14 Cal.4th 668, 795 (1997).
102 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 680 (2008); CAL. RULES OF 

CT., RULE 5.534(B).
103 CAL. RULES OF CT., RULE 5.534(A); CAL. WELF. & INST. 

CODE § 680. 
104 CAL. RULES OF CT., RULE 5.534(A). 
105 Id. 
106 Id. 
107 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 634 (2008).
108 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 632 (2008). 
109 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 630(a), 658(a), 679 (2008).
110 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 635, 636(a) (2008).
111 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 637 (2008).

112 Id.
113 In re Dennis H., 19 Cal. App. 3d 350, 353-55 (1971).
114 Id. 
115 Id.
116 In re William M., 3 Cal. 3d 16, 30-31 (1970).
117 In re Hector, 152 Cal. App. 3d 1146, 1154 (1984).
118 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 679 (2008).
119 Id. 
120 PUB. COUNSEL LAW CTR., supra note 91. 
121 Id. 
122 Id.
123 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 679.
124 Id.
125 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 700 (2008).
126 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 664 (2008).
127 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 630(b) (2008).
128 CAL. RULES OF COURT, RULE 5.651.
129 Tiffany A. v. Superior Court, 150 Cal. App. 4th 1344, 

1348 (2007).
130 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 800 (2008).
131 In re Dung T., 160 Cal. App. 3d 697, 706-07 (1984).
132 Richard M. v. Superior Court, 4 Cal. 3d 370, 375 (1971).
133 Boykin v. Alabama, 395 U.S. 238, 242 (1969); In re 

Jermaine B., 69 Cal. App. 4th 634, 639-43 (1999). 
134 In re Castro, 243 Cal. App. 2d 402, 408 (1966).
135 In re Hector, 152 Cal. App. 3d 1146, 1154 (1984).
136 In re Almalik S., 68 Cal. App. 4th 851, 853-54 (1998).
137 In re Michael S., 147 Cal. App. 4th 1443, 1448-49 (2007).
138 People v. Chi Ko Wong, 18 Cal. 3d 698, 709-12 (1976).
139 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 249 (2008).
140 CAL. EVID. CODE § 1045 (2008); see San Jose v. 

Superior Court, 5 Cal. 4th 47, 54 (1993), holding that 
Pitchess discovery applies to juvenile proceedings. 

141 CAL. EVID. CODE § 1045(b).
142 CAL. RULES OF CT., RULE 5.690.
143 Id.
144 Id. 
145 Id.
146 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 725, 727, 729.2, 729.3, 

730, 731 (2008).
147 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 725(a) (2008).
148 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 727(a).
149 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 725.5 (2008).
150 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 729.2, 729.3. 
151 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 726(c) (2008). This is 

inconsistent with the text of Section 726(c) of the 
California Welfare and Institutions Code, which provides 
that if the minor is removed from the physical custody 
of his or her parent or guardian as a result of an order 
of wardship pursuant to Section 602, the minor may not 
be held in physical confinement for a period in excess 
of the maximum term of imprisonment that courts could 
impose upon an adult convicted of the same offense. 
However, probation violations and a youth’s inability to 
comply with certain aspects of his “program” may in fact 
result in a longer confinement.

152 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 730.6 (2008).
153 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 730.8 (2008).
154 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §730.6(h) (2008); In re 

Brittany L. 99 Cal. App. 4th 1381, 1390-91 (2002).
155 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 730.6(b).
156 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 731(a)(1) (2008).
157 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 727.5 (2008).
158 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 727(a) (2008).
159 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 755 (2008).
160 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 738 (2008).
161 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 706, 706.5, 706.6 (2008).
162 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 706, 706.6.
163 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 730 (2008).
164 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 883 (2008).
165 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 731(a)(4) (2008).
166 In re Allen, 84 Cal. App. 4th 513, 515-16 (2000).
167 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 1766 (2008).
168 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 1752.82(a) (2008).
169 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 777 (2008).
170 In re Michael, 73 Cal. App. 3d 327, 332-36 (1977).
171 CAL. CONST. art. IX; Butt v. State of California, 4 Cal. 

4th 668, 674 (1992); see also Serrano v. Priest, 5 Cal. 3d 
584, 604-09 (1971).

172 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 1004, 224.71(n) (2008).
173 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 224.71(n).
174 CAL. EDUC. CODE § 46141 (2008).
175 CAL. WELF. & INST. Code § 224.71(n) (2008).
176 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 224.72(a) (2008). 
177 CAL. EDUC. CODE § 56040 (2008).
178 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 1742 (2008).
179 CAL. EDUC. CODE § 56040.1 (2008).
180 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 702 (2008).
181 CAL. PENAL CODE § 1170.12 (2008).
182 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 782 (2008).
183 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 725 (2008).
184 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 727(a), 729.12(f) (2008).
185 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 727(a).
186 Id.
187 CAL. PENAL CODE § 727(b).
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188 CAL. PENAL CODE § 727(a)(1). 
189 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 790 (2008).
190 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 793(c) (2008).
191 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 729.3 (2008).
192 In re Jose R., 137 Cal. App. 3d 269, 280 (1982).
193 In re Gerald B., 105 Cal. App. 3d 119, 123-25 (1980); In 

re Robert M., 163 Cal. App. 3d 812, 815-16 (1985).
194 In re Laylah K., 229 Cal. App. 3d 1496, 1502 (1991). 
195 Id.; In re Sheena K., 40 Cal. 4th 875 (2007).
196 In re Daniel R., 144 Cal. App. 4th 1, 5-9 (2006).
197 In re Christopher W., 29 Cal. App. 3d 777, 783-84 (1973).
198 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 729.6 (2008).
199 In re R.P., 176 Cal. App. 4th 562, 567-70 (2009). 
200 Id. 
201 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE §§ 707, 727(a) (2008); CAL. 

PENAL CODE § 459 (2008); CAL. HEALTH & SAFETY 
CODE 11350(a) (2008). 

202 Id. 
203 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 781 (2008).
204 Id.; CAL WELF. & INST. CODE § 389 (2008). 
205 Id. 
206 CAL WELF. & INST. CODE § 781(a).
207 CAL WELF. & INST. CODE § 389. 
208 CAL WELF. & INST. CODE § 781(d). 
209 CAL WELF. & INST. CODE § 389(b). 
210 Angie Junck, Immigration and the Juvenile Justice 

System, Aug. 6, 2008, http://www.jdaihelpdesk.org/
Docs/Documents/Undocumented%20Youth%20
Promising%20Practices,%20Causes%20for%20
Concern%20(Junck).pdf (last visited Apr. 16. 2010). 

211 Id. 
212 Shannan Wilber, Immigration and the Juvenile Justice 

System, Sep. 24, 2008, http://www.jdaihelpdesk.org/
Docs/Documents/What%20to%20do%20JDAI%20
2008%20presentation%20FINAL.pdf (last visited Apr. 
16, 2010). 

213 Id.
214 Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C.A. § 1357(g)

(1)-(9) (West 2010).
215 8 U.S.C.A. § 1373 (West 2010).
216 8 U.S.C.A. § 1357(g)(10).
217 8 U.S.C.A. § 1357(g)(5). 
218 NEED TO CITE TO AGREEMENTS REFERRED TO IN 

TEXT 
219 CAL. WELF. & INST. CODE § 827 (2008).
220 See 8 U.S.C.A. § 1357(d); 8 C.F.R. § 287.7 (2008). 
221 8 U.S.C.A. § 1101(a)(27)(J) (West 2010); 8 C.F.R.§ 

204.11(2009). 
222 8 C.F.R. § 204.11(c)(3); Obtaining Special Immigration 

Juvenile Statuts (SIJS) for Dependents and Wards of the 
Juvenile Court, http://www.fosteryouthhelp.ca.gov/pdfs/
SIJS.pdf [hereinafter Obtaining SIJS] (last visited Apr. 
16, 2010). 

223 8 C.F.R. § 204.11(c)(4).
224 8 U.S.C.A. § 1101(a)(27)(J)(i) (West 2010).
225 8 C.F.R. § 204.11(c)(1)-(2).
226 8 C.F.R. § 204.11(d)(2).
227 Obtaining SIJS, supra note 222. 
228 Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, Pub. L. 

No. 106-386, 114 Stat. 1464 (codified as amended in 
scattered sections of 18 U.S.C. and 22 U.S.C.) (West 
2010).

229 8 U.S.C.A. § 1101(a)(15)(U).
230 8 U.S.C.A. § 1101(a)(15)(U)(i). The qualifying crimes 

include: rape; torture; incest; domestic violence; sexual 
assault; abusive sexual contact; prostitution; sexual 
exploitation; female genital mutilation; being held 
hostage; peonage; involuntary servitude; slave trade; 
kidnapping; abduction; unlawful criminal restraint; false 
imprisonment; blackmail; extortion; manslaughter; 
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