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http://worldmusiccentral.org/2014/12/22/karim-dabos-path-to-peace/ 

Dorothy Johnson-Laird 

One day, I stumbled across Karim Dabo’s 

music online and I was transfixed. His vocals 

are soft and sensitive. Even though you may 

not understand the lyrics as he sings in 

Wolof (a West African language), as a 

listener you are soothed and comforted by 

their gentleness. The vocals invite you into 

an atmosphere of peace, even relaxation. 

Karim is a good percussionist, but it is his 

singing that holds you in an embrace. 

In January this year, his debut album “Sama 
Yone” came out. The sound is very spare, 
light, and acoustic with only drums, guitar, 
bass, kora and percussion accompanying his 

http://worldmusiccentral.org/2014/12/22/karim-dabos-path-to-peace/


voice. Yet there is power in the simplicity. It 
sounds like folk music. Out of curiosity and 
wanting to learn more, I reached out to 
Karim for an interview and he responded. 

Karim grew up in a household of music. His 
Senegalese father is a percussionist who 
loved traditional Senegalese music and the 
Mande music of West Africa. When asked 
about his father, he says, “My father’s story 
is important. When he was young he 
wanted to play music, but in our culture it 
was forbidden to him, because it was not 
supposed to be part of our family. This was 
a family that was known for their work in 
business. Music is a genre reserved for the 
griots in West Africa. When my dad 
emigrated to France in his twenties, he 
played music, but in his head it was 
forbidden.” 
 
“Was music also forbidden to you?”  

“No, nobody forbid me to play, because I 
grew up in France, I was not directly 
confronted with these concerns. When I 
returned home to Senegal with my music, 
my family was very open minded. We 
started learning percussion as children with 
the djembe and dundun (Karim has five 
brothers and one sister). My mother is 
French; she is a teacher of African dance. 
Together, we played percussion to 
accompany her dancing lessons.” 

Karim came of age in Annecy, France, a 
small mountainous town near to Geneva. 
He said that “there is a spirit of peace in the 
mountains,” but felt it was too quiet to 
remain there. He was drawn to the 
possibility of moving to Montreal, Canada. 
Unexpectedly, he met Mafé, a Haitian-
Québécoise singer based in Montreal who 
was visiting France. They began to make 
music together, and it was after meeting 
her that he moved in July 2013 to Montreal. 

“Yours is an incredible voice, when did you 
start to sing?” I asked. 

“I always sang when I was young, but only 
in my room. The kind of singing I am doing 
on this album, I started three years ago. 
Before I played a lot of percussion, but then 
I decided I wanted to try to create my own 
sound with guitar and singing.” 

“Why did you want to make your own 
sound?”  

“I just wanted to discover the guitar, a new 
instrument for me. Also one of my brothers, 
Sebastian Pintiaux, is a good guitarist and 
he sings. His music inspired me and he 
helped me to record and make the 
arrangements for this album.” 

“The music on the album is very spare and 
simple: is that deliberate?”  

“Yes, I wanted to keep the instrumentals 
quiet, basic, to give space for the voice.” 

“Can you tell me about the track Africa?” I 
ask, its cyclical music flows in the back of 
my head. An upbeat sound, the word Africa 
is pronounced many times as a chant 
throughout the song. The gentle strumming 
of an acoustic guitar, drums and light ripple 
of percussion accompany the steady vocal. 

“I am saying to African people we can make 
a choice for our development. It is not 
necessary to take a path in the same 
direction as Europe and America. We can 
make our own way. I believe this message is 
important, because when I go to Dakar, 
Senegal, I see a paradox in the people. I see 
a lot of people who want to live the same 
life as Americans or Europeans, but they are 
not being authentic to Africa. This song is 
about how we can have our own way of life 
without being influenced by the West. The 
track was also inspired by the African 



musician Tiken Jah Fakoly, whose music 
often communicates directly and strongly 
with African people. I am saying we can 
build an authentic Africa, with an African 
spirit. Africa is beautiful and I think we can 
do a lot of things in Africa. In this song there 
is a little bit of revolution because I want to 
see African people strong and proud.” 

“Your vocals carry the sound forward, 
because they are from the heart. Your 
singing sounds thoughtful. Your voice 
reminds me a lot of Geoffrey Oryema‘s 
vocals. He has a very calming, steady, 
almost hypnotic sound. He is from 
Uganda.” 

“Yes, I know him. The track Diorme which 
means give me, is in the same spirit of 
Geoffrey Oryema. Even if you cannot 
understand him, you can tell the message is 
deep. But he is a great singer and I am a bit 
nervous to be compared to him.” 

“Yes, his vocals are haunting. They stay 
with you. But your vocals also have a 
haunting quality.” I said. 

“There is a meditative aspect to my music. I 
want to convey peace. My singing is a 
reflection of what is going on inside me, a 
sense of introspection.” 

“The track Jamm has that spiritual sense in 
it.” I said. Jamm is a gentle, meditative song 
with a steady rhythm. The same words are 

repeated, but the repetition is calming, not 
boring. The sound is restful. 

“Yes, Jamm means peace in Wolof. In this 
song, I am talking about how a sense of 
peace comes from the sky and inspires me, 
but how peace may also inspire another 
person.” 

“So, is peace important to you?” I asked. 

“I am also a Social Worker, I work with 
people who are in difficulty. I’ve worked 
with disabled people and troubled youth. 
I’ve also learned to understand people by 
the way they play music. Through this 
experience I learned peace and self-control.” 
Karim has used music in his Social Work 
practice as a way to connect with others 
and to enable clients to express emotions or 
difficulties that they may carry inside. 

“Because you have to remain calm to do 
Social Work?” 

“Yes, and that’s why I decided to create 
music with a spirit of peace and love for 
humanity. A lot of people do not understand 
the vocals because they are in Wolof, but 
they can feel this calm in the music. And to 
make a world of peace, we have to do a lot 
of work inside ourselves. That’s why on this 
album, I am starting from within. Other 
people have taught me a lot, I want to offer 
them peace through music in exchange.”  

http://worldmusiccentral.org/artists/artist_page.php?id=8411
http://worldmusiccentral.org/artists/artist_page.php?id=2049
http://worldmusiccentral.org/artists/artist_page.php?id=2049
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Même horaire, ambiance radicalement différente sur la scène Hydro-Québec qui 

fait la part belle aux musiques du monde. C'est le talentueux Karim Dabo, 

montréalais d'adoption, d'origine franco-sénégalaise, qui prend possession du lieu. 

Le musicien propose des compositions chaleureuses n'hésite pas à interagir avec le 

public. Son timbre envoûte l'audience au grès de ses rythmiques mélange de 

sonorités africaines et occidentales. 

Lorsqu'il annonce prendre quelques secondes pour boire une gorgée d'eau, la foule 

l'acclame « Quel métier fabuleux, on m'applaudit quand je bois, plaisante-il, vous 

imaginez si ça arrivait au bureau ? ». Le chanteur profite de sa performance pour 

mettre en avant les talents de sa choriste sur un titre «  Je lui laisse le micro parce 

qu'elle a une si jolie voix ». Le timbre aérien de la jolie jeune femme séduit en effet 

et contraste à la perfection avec celui de son acolyte. 

  



 

KARIM DABO 

When the band got onstage and started to play, 
they all had their eyes closed. This is basically 
how I enjoyed most of the show, letting Karim 
cradle me with his soothing, deep voice. Karim 
sings like an angel, what he calls a “Peace 
anthem,” and it’s indeed in peace that we all 
sang along with his tribute to Africa. Most of his 
lyrics being in Wolof (a Senegalese dialect), he 
always made sure to introduce each song so 
that we could understand his vibe. Some songs 
were more centered on his voice (at some point, 
he even spoke his lyrics rather than singing 
them), and others were more about the beat, 
reminding us of his origins. I would have loved 
to hear a little more from the percussionist 

though, since he managed to make everyone 
dance (even Karim) in between two lullabies, 
and it would have given a better balance to the 
show’s mood. I should also mention Coline 
Bruniaux, the very talented back-up vocalist 
whom we had the chance to hear solo for a little 
while. I’ve got to say, with a voice like that, she 
deserves a show of her own! 

Karim Dabo’s Sama Yone isn’t some kind of 
great innovative album, but it’s full of beauty 
and simplicity. I’ve rarely heard a voice like his, 
and that’s how he charmed me, even though I’m 
not usually into pop music. I like to think that I 
could listen to him the same way I would watch 
a sunset; quietly, with a glass of wine in my 
hands and full of dreamy thoughts. 

 

 http://bloodyunderrated.net/2014/04/22/karim-dabo-and-little-suns-vue-sur-la-releve/ 

http://www.karim-dabo.com/
http://bloodyunderrated.net/2014/04/22/karim-dabo-and-little-suns-vue-sur-la-releve/
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