
Winter Community Meetings – Free & Open To The Public, Refreshments Provided!

Film Screening “Surviving Progress” Followed by Discussion
(First of three in our zero waste series)

Saturday, December 19, 2015, 2-4 pm 
Grace Methodist Church, 515 S. Wellwood Ave., Lindenhurst; Phone: (631)226-8690

Description: “Featuring, Stephen Hawking, Margaret Atwood, Jane Goodall, Michael Hudson, David Suzuki, Craig Venter, 
and Colin Beavan (No Impact Man), from Executive Producer Martin Scorcese. Technological advancement, economic 
development, population increase - are they signs of a thriving society, or too much of a good thing? ‘Surviving Progress’ is 
a provocative documentary that explores the concept of progress in the modern world, guiding through the major ‘progress 
traps’ facing civilization in the arenas of technology, economics, consumption, and the environment.” After the movie we 
will discuss how we can consume and source wisely in the new year. If anyone’s interested we will talk about having meet-
ings periodically to follow-up on our progress.
Directions: From Sunrise Hwy.: Wellwood Ave. south 1.8 mi. past railroad tracks right hand side 1 block north of Montauk 
Hwy., corner of Liberty Ave. Turn right on Liberty Ave. for parking.
From Montauk Hwy.: Go north to first left, Liberty Ave., church on corner. Parking on street. 
Use Liberty Ave. entrance, downstairs through double doors to basement auditorium.

Rusty Schmidt - How to Use L.I.’s Native Plants to Protect Wildlife
Saturday, January 23, 2016, 2-4 pm 
Grace Methodist Church, 515 S. Wellwood Ave., Lindenhurst; Phone: (631)226-8690

Description: Rusty Schmidt is a Landscape Ecologist specializing in environmentally conscious stormwater runoff man-
agement. He is well known for his hundreds of alternative stormwater practices for habitat restoration, rain gardens, biolin-
filtration swales and stormwater ponds. He’s  the co-author of the Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens and Plants for Storm-
water Design and has trained homeowners and design professionals to use these techniques nationwide. Rusty currently 
works at Nelson, Pope & Voorhis, LLC in Melville.
Directions: See above.

Film Screening - No Impact Man: the adventures of a guilty liberal who attempts to save 
the planet, and discoveries he makes about himself and our way of life in the process 

(Second of three in our zero waste series)
Saturday, February 20, 2016, 2-4 pm 
Grace Methodist Church, 515 S. Wellwood Ave., Lindenhurst; Phone: (631)226-8690 
Description: Colin with his wife and 1 yr. old daughter try to live one year with no carbon footprint. They even have a 
party when they turn off the electricity. If you want to see if a crock refrigerator really works, watch the film and enjoy good 
company. “What would it be like to try to live a no-impact lifestyle? Is it possible? Could it catch on? Is living this way more 
satisfying or less satisfying? Harder or easier? Is it worthwhile or senseless? Are we all doomed or can our culture reduce 
the barriers to sustainable living so it becomes as easy as falling off a log? These are the questions at the heart of this whole 
mad endeavor, via which Colin Beavan hopes to explain to the rest of us how we can realistically live a more “eco-effective” 
and by turns more content life in an age of inconvenient truths”.
Directions: See above.

L.I. Sierra Club News
Volume 35 No. 4                        www.LISierraClub.org                             Winter 2015

 “LIKE US ON FACEBOOK” https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandSierraClub

• Letter from Chair - page 2     • Help Take Wind Out of Fracked Gas - page 3     • Outings - pages 4-5    
• Candidates Statements - page 6     • Ballot - page 7     • Winter Trip - page 7



Page 2L.I. SIERRA CLUB NEWS

Explore, enjoy and protect the 
planet

SIERRA CLUB 
LONG ISLAND GROUP

631-600-3324
www.LISierraClub.org

Executive Committee and 
Chairs

OFFICERS:
Group Chair: Jane Fasullo* 631-689-1568 jfas1@optonline.net
Vice Chair: Ann Aurelio* 631-567-1937   smileyann21@
verizon.net
Secretary: OPEN
Treasurer: Harvey Miller* 516-794-7059   
hmiller@optonline.net

CHAIRPERSONS:
Political Chair:  
Tom Helling* 917-593-0946 tom.helling@gmail.com
Coastal Waterways Chair: 
Diane Ives* 631-532-9926  spideyives@yahoo.com
Outreach/Outings Chair/Chapter Delegate: 
Jane Fasullo* 631-689-1568   jfas1@optonline.net
Membership Chair: Ann Aurelio* 631-567-1937   smiley-
ann21@verizon.net
Energy: Peter Gollon 631-271-5774  pgollon@aol.com
Conservation Chair/Chapter Alternate Delegate: 
Bill Stegemann* 631-624-6559  billstegemail@gmail.com
Special Projects: Mark Kinnucan* 631-424-1889    
kinnucan@patriot.net; True Hampton 516-835-7689
Newsletter: John Filippelli 516-941-7831 jfblogger1000@
gmail.com and Peter Suhr 631-988-8069  ps2828@gmail.com
Calendar/Card Sales: Jeanne Sofia 631-643-1434
Education: Sue Watins 516-921-7150 sueeduc@verizon.net
Legislative Chair: OPEN  
Nuclear Committee: Gail Payne* paynestudios@gmail.com
Jack Finkenberg* jfinkenb@suffolk.lib.ny.us
Beth Rogoff-Gribbins* catpilotesq@gmail.com

Sierra Club Foundation Board of Directors: 
Steven Berkenfeld* 516-459-6864  berkenf@optonline.net

*Executive Committee Member
**The ExCom meets monthly, generally on the third Monday 
or Tuesday. For details, call the Chair or Vice-Chair.

Letter from the Chair
By Jane Fasullo

Preserving our Communities
What does it mean to preserve a commu-

nity? I guess that depends on how you de-
fine a community. To me, a community is 
a combination of the natural world and the 
human culture that develops within it. The 
most basic element of protecting a commu-
nity is taking actions to ensure that nature is 
able to continually provide our basic needs - 
clean air to breathe, clean water to drink, and 
healthy nutritious food to eat. Without those three, there can be no 
human culture worth protecting. But the balance between man and 
nature is in jeopardy around the world. 

Here on Long Island, more so in Suffolk than Nassau, steps have 
been taken to maintain the balance. 

In the 1990’s, a grassroots effort resulted in a state law called the Pine 
Barrens Act (1993). Because of it, large tracts of land surface remain 
unobstructed allowing clean rain water to seep down and recharge 
our aquifers thereby proving us with some of the world’s purest 
drinking water. It also provides for the continuance of many species 
of plants and animals, some of which would have otherwise disap-
peared. And it provides an escape for humans—a place away from 
everyday stress—the value of which has just begun to be recognized. 

More recently (1998), the Peconic Bay Region Community Preser-
vation Fund was established. It covers the towns of East Hampton, 
Southampton, Riverhead, Shelter Island and Southold. Monies from 
the fund go to purchase open land “to protect the ecological health 
and unique character of each East End community”1.  

The county of Suffolk has looked at creating a county-wide Com-
munity Preservation Fund but the idea has not gotten off the ground. 
And the Town of Brookhaven tried to establish one of their own in 
the late 2000’s but misinformation and mistrust abounded and it was 
rejected. 

A quick search for information about community preservation 
funds, both here and outside New York State, will show that the initial 
reasons people fear them are unfounded, and where they have been 
adopted, the communities love and embrace them.    

The Town of Brookhaven is looking to try, once again, to establish a 
community preservation fund. We should all work to make it happen 
in Brookhaven and in other places around Long Island. 

I can answer a myriad of questions you might have about how such 
funds work. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

1.http://www.hamptons.com/Real-Estate/Living-History/610/The-
Peconic-Bay-Community-Preservation-Fund--.html#.Viv_WUaK7LI

  
To join, visit our website www.LiSierraClub.org.
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pump waters heaters work like a refrigerator by removing 
heat from the air and heating the water in your tank. So 
they double as an air conditioner. If you have an indirect 
hot water tank that uses your boiler to heat water your 
boiler won’t be running as much in the summer time and 
your house will be cooler. Heat pump water heaters also 
dehumidify and must be drained outside or into a bucket 
or barrel and can then be used to water plants. (Nyle 
Geyser: http://water.nyle.com/residential/; This Old House 
segment: http://www.thisoldhouse.com/toh/tv/ask-toh/
video/0,,20772908,00.html)
Energy Star: https://www.energystar.gov/index.
cfm?c=heat_pump.pr_how_it_works
Green Building Advisor: http://www.greenbuildingadvisor.
com/blogs/dept/musings/heat-pump-water-heaters-come-
age

Kenneth L. Robinson, Esq
Robinson & Associates, P.C.

35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

1(516) 496-9044
1(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:
Environmental Law 

Real Estate Transactions
Commercial Litigation

Land Use 
Last Will and Testament 

General Legal Advice

Sierra Club Member Since 1973

Help Take Wind Out of Fracked Gas  
Gas is used to make electricity so we can reduce our con-

sumption and switch to green sources of electricity to help 
take the wind out of the market for fracked gas. Here are 
some suggestions.:
1. Divest out of fossil fuel and nuclear stocks – If you 

have a retirement account you can ask them to switch your 
investments from all types of investments in fossil fuel and 
nuclear energy into clean energy like wind and solar. The 
best way to invest is to hold on for the long term, and the fu-
ture of energy is in sustainable clean, renewable power. You 
can feel better knowing that you’re helping your children 
inherit a planet with less pollution and natural disasters, and 
more wildlife diversity and energy security.
350 Fossil Fuel Divestment: http://350.org/category/topic/
divestment/
2. LIPA Green Choice – sign up for Green Choice and 

choose a green power provider. See brochure: http://www.
lipower.org/pdfs/company/pubs/brochures/greenchoice.pdf  
(Not available to LIPA customers through PSEG-LI. We 
have to go through LIPA.)
3. PSE&G on-bill financing for energy-efficiency and 

solar - You can get a loan of up to $13,000 from the state 
for energy efficiency projects from an approved (Building 
Performance Inst.) contractor and for solar PVC for your 
electric or solar thermal for your heat and hot water. PSE&G 
will bill you for your payment so instead of paying them 
you’re paying for your new solar system and/or energy ef-
ficient home. Then when the loan’s paid off you’ll be able to 
keep the savings. Some companies say they will install the 
system for “free” but then you end up paying them instead 
of PSE&G. NY Sun Program loans can be paid back in 5,10, 
or 15 yrs.: https://www.psegliny.com/page.cfm/Efficiency/Re-
newables/NYSun
4. Turn off TV, cable box, & DVR from the power strip or 

invest in a smart power strip. Your cable box and DVR may 
each be using as much power as a 15 watt compact fluores-
cent light bulb when the TV is turned off. Also, ask your 
cable company if they have a cable box that automatically 
powers down when it’s off.
5. Replace your oil or gas boiler or furnace with geothermal 

or an efficient electric boiler or furnace and ductless heat 
pumps. This is expensive up front but will save you energy 
and money in the future. Lower bills will also increase your 
home’s resale value.
6. Upgrade your hot water tank with an add on heat pump 

water heater.  They save as much as an integrated heat pump 
water heater ($300-400/yr.) but cost about $800-$1000 
compared to $1600 (Sears.com) or more. If you need to 
replace your water heater anyway, you can get an integrated 
unit, however, down the road, if the tank leaks or the heat 
pump fails you have to replace the whole unit. With an 
add-on when your tank goes you just replace the tank. Heat 

Reminder: Don’t flush drugs!
Unwanted prescription drugs - bring to a King Kullen 
food market with a prescription counter or drop them at 
a police precinct or senior center. Do NOT put them in 
the toilet or down the drain where they get into every-
one’s drinking water.
Locations in Nassau & Suffolk: http://www.citizen-
scampaign.org/campaigns/pharmaceutical-disposal/
nassau-suffolk-locations.asp
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Dec. 5 - E
HIKE - Sunken Meadow St. Pk., Smithtown                         10:30 am 
3 mi., hilly, fast pace between educational stops. Join Sierra Club 
naturalist, Jan Porinchak, on an exploration of this lovely park on 
Long Island’s north Shore. Jan will discuss all aspects of natural his-
tory as we explore the natural features and life of this scenic loca-
tion. Great views abound! Meet at the Main Visitors Center. Adults 
only. Snow/Rain cancels. Registration required with leader: Jan  

Dec. 19 Sat - E           
Hike - Stillwell Woods, Syosset                                                       noon
2.5 - 3 miles, 1.5 hours. The ground is mostly flat with one short sec-
tion of steep inclines near the water hole. We will stop by the water to 
discuss its significance as a water recharge and for wildlife. We’ll also 
discuss the farm-to-fields-to-woodlands transitioning happening 
here and learn why some fields remain open while others disappear. 
As much as possible, we’ll identify native and non-native plants, the 
birds we see (mostly by the fields), and any tracks we see. Bathroom 
probably NOT open. Meet at the end of the parking lot at the far 
right side of the preserve off South Woods Road. Leader: Jane    

Dec. 20 Sun. - E     
HIKE - Terrell Park, Center Moriches         noon 
3 + mi., 1.5 hr., flat, moderate pace with some stops. The 263 acre 
site welcomes leashed dogs, but still, it’s peaceful. The estuary at the 
river and Moriches Bay is a nursery for game fish and crustaceans. 
We could possibly see deer, squirrel, maybe some late leaving owls, 
sparrows, and wintering waterfowl. When we find it, we will discuss 
what makes an Artesian spring. The narrow trail beginning opens 
up to a wide mature forest and terminates at a slender beach along 
beautiful Moriches Bay. The Moriches Bay Audubon Society acts as 
steward for this county park. No bathrooms. Directions: off Mon-
tauk Hwy.. Park in the lot for Kalers Pond Town Park where we will 
meet. Take some time to view the waterfowl-filled pond before we 
cross the street to the trail head of Terrell Park. Address: 20 Main 
Street, Center Moriches. Leader: Jane

Dec. 26 Sat.    
HIKE - Trailview, Plainview      1:00 pm
5-6 mi., 3+ hrs., hilly, moderately strenuous. This hike is only for 
those in good physical condition. Enjoy friendly conversation as 
you explore the awesome natural beauty of Trailview State Park. 
Sierra Club members and friends will join with people from other 
groups. Bring a beverage. Snack suggested. And don’t forget your 
smile and a positive attitude. This is a HIKE, not a WALK in the 

WOODS so be sure you and your guests can handle it before regis-
tering. Wear layers to adjust for the weather. Bathrooms in the Stop 
and Shop on Rte. 25 (Jericho Tpke.) in Woodbury on the north side. 
Trailview Park is on the east side of the Stop and Shop. Directions: 
Get onto Rte. 25 (Jericho Tpke.) heading toward Woodbury. Look 
for a Stop and Shop on the north side. Just to its east is Trailview 
Park’s parking lot. You must register by leaving your phone number 
with leader: Len. 

Dec. 27 Sun. - E       
Exploratory Hike - Laurel Lake, Laurel       noon
This 400 acres surrounding Laurel Lake should be a blast to explore! 
The trails are supposed to be clearly marked, but we shall see. I have 
pictures of the lake in winter and it’s really pretty. There are also 
plenty of good wineries out that way and some nice laid-back small 
town restaurants to grab a bite after the hike. Expect to see some 
winter waterfowl and land based birds since they like to hang out 
and feed by bodies of water. Leader: Jane 

Jan. 2 Sat. - E      
Hike - Belmont Lake St. Park, N. Babylon          noon
Leave 2 hours for this moderately paced, flat, 3 to 5 mi. hike (1 mi. 
on the north side and 3 to 4 mi. on the south side of Southern State 
Parkway). Our distance will depend on how much snow is on the 
ground. The 400 acre park houses the headquarters of the L. I. State 
Park Commission in a stately old white wood building by the lake. 
Signs tell bits of the history of the park. The oak and pine forest is 
amongst the best in this part of the US. The dam formed lake is a 
critical stop for birds, especially ducks, during their migrations, and 
winter birders are normally in abundance as they try to find the rare 
species. Bathrooms may be open. Entrance Fee of $8/car may apply 
(free with an Empire pass). Use exit 38 of Southern State Pky., acces-
sible on the westbound side only.  Meet near the bathroom building 
next to the parking lot. Leader: Jane 

Jan. 10 Sun. - E                   
Hike - Pine Trail,  Ridge    noon
4 mi., mostly flat, moderate pace. This trail is in the R.C. Murphy 
County Park. Walking through oak forests, pass by a series of ponds 
that are the headwaters of the Peconic River including Peasy’s, Duck, 
Sandy, Stock’s and Grassy, and stop to see two or three of them. 
Learn about what lives in and around the woods and the water. By 
hike’s end, you’ll be able to identify and avoid poison ivy, know how 
to avoid tick illnesses and identify chickadees by call, sight and be-
havior patterns. Dress for the weather. Heavy rain or snow cancel. 

Outings and Events
Note:  More information about events, additions or cancellations: www.LiSierraClub.org, mouse over “events” and click on “calendar”. 
Registration with the leader at least one hour before is strongly advised. Please call back if you can’t attend. Read descriptions carefully.
YOU PARTICIPATE AT YOUR OWN RISK.
For all hikes:1 - bring a beverage, 2 - dress in layers, 3 - wear appropriate footwear, 4 - heavy rain or snow cancels, and 5 - pace is 
moderate unless stated otherwise. “E” means an event has at least three brief two-five minute stops for educational purposes and 
information sharing along the way. Leaders: Jane (631-689-1568), Len (LN56789@gmail.com), Jan (beachtowel1@verizon.net or 
631-327-1268), Paul (631-707-6497 or wpziems@optonline.net). 
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Bring a beverage. Bathrooms NOT available here. Directions: Meet 
at the Pine Trail parking lot on the South side of Middle Country 
Road, about ¼ mile East of the William Floyd Parkway. Leader: Jane 

Jan. 15-18  
Ski, Snowboard, Snowshoe, Hike, Ice Skate & More    Bus: 11 am
Please see the full ad on page 7. Payments are due in our hands by 
November 30th.

Jan. 24 Sun. - E   
Hike - Spinney Rd. to Maple Swamp, Flanders          noon
5+/- mi., 2 hours, slightly rolling, moderate pace in an oak forest. 
During stops to let people in back catch up, learn about ticks & 
“chiggers” and why they keep us out of these woods in the warmer 
months, the importance of this area to L.I. wildlife and our drinking 
water, and the value of natural fires to this area. We should here some 
birds, probably chickadee and maybe others. This path is one we 
have not taken in a long time so hike is somewhat of an exploratory. 
No bathrooms. Park at Spinney Rd. on the S. side of County Rte. 24, 
East of Long Neck Rd. and West of the police station. Leader: Jane 

Jan. 30 Sat. - E              
Hike - Quogue Wildlife Refuge   noon
This is an exploratory hike meaning I have been here before but 
could get side tracked. Expect to walk for 1.5 to 2 hours covering 3 
to 4 miles of mostly flat terrain in the pine barrens of Long Island. 
And take some time to view the caged animals that were “found”, 
most injured, and “fixed up” but can’t be returned to the wild right 
away, if ever. The preserve is 300 acres with surface waters, sand, 
and forest. Binoculars will help you see who’s on the pond from 
the walkways and the main education center. Leader: Jane Fasullo. 
Directions: Sunrise Hwy (route 27) exit 64 South. At the split, stay 
right onto Quogue-Riverhead Rd. Turn right onto Old Country Rd. 
Entrance will be on your right at the sharp left bend in the road. 
Leader: Jane

Feb 6 Sun. - E       
Hike - Indian Island Co. Pk., Riverhead       noon
3 mi., 2 hrs., flat, moderate pace with some stops. Loop the park 
on a path along its edge bordering the various waterways that sur-
round the park including a cove off Peconic Bay, Peconic Bay, and 
the Peconic River. With few exceptions, the path has packed earth 
paths meandering through upland trees. You’ll learn about the 
shore line erosion, the marsh and its bird life, the birds that come 
into the woods in the winter, and whatever other natural things we 
encounter. Bathrooms probably NOT open. Meet in the Indian Is-
land County Park parking area. The park is on the east side of CR 
105, north of rte. 24, south of rte. 58, and just north of the golf cen-
ter exit. Leader: Jane

Feb 7 Sun. - E                     
Walk - James Preserve & Clark Sanctuary, Old Brookville 11:00 am
Joint Jane Jackson, The North Shore Land Alliance’s Stewardship 
and Education Director and Jane Fasullo, the Sierra Club Long 
Island Group’s outings manager and field educator for this “brisk 
walk through and around the fields, woodlands and wetlands these 

sites have to offer.” Expect a moderate walking pace between educa-
tion stops but everyone should be able to keep up without exerting 
too much effort. You’ll learn about the history and what nature has 
to offer at each of these parcels—respites in the heavily developed 
county of Nassau. If it snows, bring cross-country skis or snow-
shoes. No restrooms at either location. You must call JANE JACK-
SON (516) 626-0908, to register and get the meeting location.

Feb 13 Sat. - E   
Hike - Lakeland Pk & upper Connetquot Pk    noon
3.5 - 4.5 mi., 2 hrs., flat, moderate pace with stops. Walk ¼ mi. on 
boardwalks (will be slippery if wet or snowy) over the swampy 
headwaters of the Connetquot River at a slow pace. Then bail out 
OR continue into Connetquot Park through a pass under the RR. 
The pass may contain water or ice so waterproof shoes are recom-
mended. Learn to recognize poison ivy (and how to avoid it), grape 
vines, bittersweet vines, and other forms of climbers in the woods. 
Hear about which animals live here (hopefully we will see some!), 
and how to tell which direction you are heading when the sun is 
shining. Bathrooms probably NOT OPEN. Directions: LIE exit 58 
South onto Old Nichols Road. At the first light on Old Nichols turn 
left onto Johnson Avenue. Then ¼ mile to Lakeland Park on your 
right. OR L.I.E. exit 59 South on Ocean Ave. Turn right onto John-
son. The park will be on your left. Leader: Jane

Feb. 21 Sun. - E        
Hike - Edgewood Preserve, Commack  noon
3 + mi., 2 hr., flat, moderate pace with stops. Learn about the Edge-
wood-Oak Brush Plains Preserve’s significance to groundwater 
recharge, drinking water, wildlife (plants and animals), and get a 
short history of the park and the Pilgrim State hospital that once 
stood here. This state-owned, 843-acre nature preserve, is situated 
in the hamlets of Deer Park, Dix Hills and Brentwood. It is the only 
remaining pitch pine, scrub oak wildlife habitat and groundwater 
recharge land west of the Pine Barrens. Some sandy areas and some 
potentially wet spots. No bathrooms. Meet at the Edgewood park-
ing lot on the east side of Commack Road, about 2 miles south of 
LIE exit 52. Leader: Jane  

Feb. 27 Sat. - E                
Hike - Rocky Point Preserve                 noon 
3 to 4 mi., 1.5 - 2 hrs., slightly rolling terrain, moderate pace. Every 
time I go here I take a different path but it’s always fun to explore. 
You’ll end being able to recognize poison ivy in winter (when you 
can still get it!), native grape vines (should we encounter some), bit-
tersweet and a few other vines. You’ll also see how open fields turn 
back to woodlands, learn why the land is not flat, and maybe be 
able to recognize Allegheny Mound Ant hills (if they are along the 
trail). We’ll listen for and try to see chickadees and titmouse, and 
hopefully catch a glimpse of some deer. No bathrooms. Meet at the 
DEC parking lot on the south side of 25A, west of Rocky Point Road 
(across from J&R Steakhouse). Leader: Jane

Digital Readout CARBON MONOXIDE Detector
Buying and using one could save your life or that of some-
one you love.
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Candidates’ Statements for the Executive Committee’s 2015-16 Term
Ann I. Aurello
Coming to Long Island at the age of 13 from the paved streets of Brooklyn gave me a real appreciation for the open space and fresh 
air. As the decades rolled by I noticed the negative impact that too much building out has caused to our land, air and water. I decided 
I needed to do something to help keep Long Island a great place to live. To this end I joined Sierra Club and became a member of the 
board. I am proud to be able to work with such a group of dedicated people. As a board member I have stayed abreast of the issues 
that concern Long Island and taken action whenever possible. As the Vice Chair I have taken my organizational skills to help create a 
smooth running board and keep us on schedule for our newsletter mailings, Environmentalist of the Year awards luncheon, etc. 

Anthony Becker 
I am excited to be running for apposition on the Executive Committee Board for the simple reason that hope to get more people 
involved in the care of this island we all call home. As an undergrad, I studied the troubles we face in taking care of our groundwater 
aquifer – our only source of drinking water, as well as the threats to our diverse surface waters and coastal ecosystems. I currently work 
for the Department of Agriculture’s Asian Long horned Beetle Program where I’ve conducted outreach to spread awareness about this 
invasive insect that threatens our forests. I enjoy helping people help our environment this way. As part of the ExCom I would look to 
spearhead the Club’s social media presence to engage younger people in our mission to get outdoors, enjoy what they find, and take an 
interest in keeping Long Island the beautiful place we call home.

Jane Fasullo
I grew up on Long Island. As a child, our family ate much of what it had to offer. But it’s been abused—over harvested and polluted. My 
goal is to restore it to some of its former, natural glory. The Sierra Club provides me the opportunity to do that. Being elected as the group 
chair this past year, I was able to take steps that will result in strengthening the group’s effectiveness. My achievements include: reorganiz-
ing and expanding the group’s committee structure; bringing in more volunteers; expanding the outdoor program to include a greater 
number of events, leaders, and attendees; educating people of all ages (tabling at events, in the field, and with Power Point presentations); 
engaging new volunteers; creating information fliers and distributing them; composing letters of support; speaking at hearings and legisla-
ture meetings; meeting with government leaders; and networking with other organizations to achieve common goals. 

Diane Ives
I’ve been a Sierra Club board member since 2011 and a resident of LI (Copiague) since 1984. I love LI and when I first moved here 
I supported the movement to keep the nuclear power plant at Shoreham from opening. After my home was flooded by Superstorm 
Sandy we decided not to replace our oil boiler with another dirty fossil fuel heating system. Instead, we installed a 6 kilowatt solar 
electric system and an electric boiler and ductless mini-split heat pumps. I also served on LISC’s committee to host an electric car show 
with Plug-in American and Electric Auto Assn. for the past 3 years. Some of the programs I’m helping with are educating the public 
about organic food and GMO’s, reducing waste (not just recycling), affordability of solar and geothermal, and ways to save water in 
your home and stop pollution from stormwater runoff.

Gail Payne
Dr. Helen Caldicott first alerted me to nuclear dangers around 1995. Our heath and the planet’s health go together. What gets into our en-
vironment eventually gets into us. Radioactivity is a privileged pollutant; it’s also a mother’s issue: radioactivity disproportionately harms 
women and children. I‘ve had a LTE published in Newsday, a long article published by a local breast cancer organization, and helped get 
Heidi Hutner’s article about Fukushima in the SC Atlantic newsletter. I wrote an article for our newsletter after attending the SC Nuclear 
Free Campaign Summit. I’ve twice presented to the public, Ending Nuclear Power: Why it Matters for Long Island; I plan to create a 
shorter presentation to show to decision-makers in public office. I created a professional, navigable SCLI website, and persuaded the 
Group to adopt a primarily plant-based Food Procurement policy. I enjoy trail-running with my dogs, cycling & kayaking on the Island.

Beth L. Rogoff-Gribbins
I am an environmental attorney. My relevant background includes a Master’s program in Public Health with an emphasis in Land 
and Wildlife Management, working for the US Fish and Wildlife Service as a Wildlife Inspector, and working as an attorney with an 
emphasis in environmental law for the past 20 years (18 in New York). I have handled cases involving pesticides, oil spills, lead-based 
paint, mold, among others. During my Master’s studies, I was the recipient of a Fellowship wherein I worked with politicians towards 
the passing of the Clean Air Act (1990). I received my law degree from Hofstra where I graduated on the Dean’s list and co-won the 
Citation of Excellence for Environmental and Natural Resources Courses. I have been a member of the Sierra Club for many years. My 
main interest is in achieving sustainable development.
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Winter Trip to Stowe, Vermont • January 15-18, 2016
(Martin Luther King Weekend)

Members, non-members, couples, singles, people of all ages are welcome to 
join our fun filled, long weekend trip to the Commodores Inn. Dog sledding, 
sleigh rides, and snowmobile tours are in the area. 

At the inn: living room with fireplace, sports bar/lounge, dining room, 3 hot 
tubs, heated indoor pool, 3 Jacuzzis, 2 saunas, fitness room, game room with 
pool table, table tennis, and video games. 3 acres of ice skating. 

Local transportation: Our bus will take people to the cross country trails each 
day. Town shuttles from the front of the property go to town, the exercise 
trail, and Mt. Stowe for one of the best downhill experiences on the east coast. Rentals are available at all ski centers.   

Included: Bus transportation* up and back / 3 nights. lodging (Friday – Sunday) in a one or two bed room with private 
bathroom / 4 meals  (3 buffet breakfasts, Saturday night dinner) / use of all inn facilities / taxes and gratuities. 

* bus: Departs Bethpage Golf Course Fri., 11am. / Returns late Monday night.  

Prices:  Double occupancy $408 pp. / Single occupancy $518 pp. Quad and triple rates available. Discounted downhill lift 
tickets are available if paid when booking: $70 for 2 days, $50 for 1 day. A gratuity for the bus driver will be collected on the 
ride home.  

Registration: We must receive $200 per person deposit by Nov. 30th, full amount by Dec. 14th.

Pay by check or PayPal

• Make your check: out to “Sierra Club L.I. Group”. Send with a stamped self-addressed business envelope and your phone 
number to: True Hampton, 26 Revere Rd., Port Washington, NY 11015. 

• PayPal: go to www.LiSierraClub.org and use the “donate” button. Prices: $421 or $534.

Cancellation Policy: Cancel before Nov. 30th: full refund minus $50. After Dec. 14th, no refund (unless you or we find 
someone to take your place). Reduced lift ticket is refundable through Jan. 9th.  

Questions? Call True Hampton (516-835-7689) or Jane Fasullo (631-689-1568).

To vote online, please visit our website: www.LISierra-
Club.org (You’ll need your membership number from the 
address label.)

To vote by mail, fill out this ballot. Vote for up to six can-
didates by placing an “X” or a check mark in the circles 
under Ballot 1. Ballot 2 is to be used for a joint member-
ship. Each member should cast a vote. Please be sure that 
your address label (on the reverse side) is included so that 
we may be sure the vote is being submitted by a Sierra 
Club member. You may cross out your name and address 
if you wish to vote anonymously. If you are a PDF sub-
scriber, write your membership number on your ballot. 
Mail the ballot by 12/31/15 to:
c/o Ex Com Election
P.O. Box 172
West Sayville, NY 11796-0172

Ballot # 1

Ann I. Aurelio                   o
Anthony Becker            o
Jane Fasullo                        o
Diane Ives                            o
Gail Payne                           o
Beth L. Rogoff-Gribbins  o

Ballot # 2

Ann I. Aurelio                     o
Anthony Becker              o
Jane Fasullo                          o
Diane Ives                              o
Gail Payne                        o
Beth L. Rogoff-Gribbins   o
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