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Presentation for members and the community:
Chemical-Free Farm Tour

Saturday, April 13, 11:30 a.m., Turtleback Farm and Education Center, 38 Landing Meadow Rd., Smithtown
Visit this 22-acre historic farm located along the Nissequogue River which farms with nature, encouraging wild-
life into the farmscape, and strives to attain a self-sufficient farm model and grow nutrient-dense food. Bring the 
whole family for a tour of this local farm complete with sheep, chickens, pigs, and a draft horse used for light farm 
work. Farmers Jen Murray and Regina Dlugokencky will show how they raise animals and veggies chemical-free 
and explain conservation-based farming methods. They will offer the farm’s pastured chicken eggs and early spring 
greens for sale. Also, we will identify and pick garlic mustard, an (edible) invasive weed. (If time allows we can 
make a pesto.) Check hike schedule for possible hike following our tour. Light refreshments.
Directions: From Sagtikos Pkwy., take exit SM3E, Rt. 25 east Smithtown. Bear right onto Rt. 25/Jericho Tpke. east. Go 
4 mi. then bear right onto Rt. 25/25A/W. Main St. Go .4 mi. then turn left onto Edgewood Ave. (7-Eleven on corner). 
Go 1/2 mi. then turn left onto Landing Ave. Go .7 mi. then right onto Landing Meadow Road, go .3 mi. to Farm en-
trance on right, sign says “Ship’s Hole.” Drive dirt road to very end in front of grey house, park on grass. 

Environmentalist of the Year Awards Luncheon
Honoring Gordian Raacke

Saturday, March 23rd, 2013, from 1:00-4:00pm 
Seatuck’s Scully Estate in Islip

Please join us for our 31st Annual Environmentalist of the Year Awards Luncheon and Ceremony as we honor 
Gordian Raacke. Gordian Raacke is the founder and executive director of Renewable Energy Long Island, an or-
ganization promoting clean and sustainable energy use and generation on Long Island. Mr. Raacke founded the 
Long Island Solar Roofs Initiative, and coordinates public outreach and education efforts on energy efficiency and 
renewable energy in conjunction with LIPA’s Efficiency Long Island initiative. In 2007 he was selected and trained 
as a Climate Leader by Al Gore. He was selected as a Climate Reality mentor in 2012.

The luncheon will be held at the beautiful Scully Estate. From the late 1880’s until the early part of the 20th 
century, the 70-acre estate was part of Windholme Farm, a nearly 300-acre “gentleman’s farm” that also included 
the 200-acre Seatuck National Wildlife Refuge on the east side of South Bay Avenue. Inspired by a French chateau, 
the house at Scully (which was named Wereholme) was built in 1917. All are welcome, with a suggested donation 
of $20 at the door. Please RSVP by March 10th to Ann Aurelio at SmileyAnn21@Verizon.net or call 631-567-1937
DIRECTIONS TO ENVIRONMENTALIST OF THE YEAR LUNCHEON:
Seatuck Wildlife Refuge Center (Scully Estate), 550 So. Bay Ave., Islip, NY 11751, (631) 581-6908.

From Southern State Pkwy Exit 43 south, or Sunrise Hwy. Exit 45 south. Take 
Islip Ave. (Route 111) south to Montauk Hwy. (Main Street). Turn right at Main 
St/New York 27A W. Turn left at So. Bay Ave. Destination is about a mile from 
Main Street on the right.

We collect old cell phones for recycling at our community events!

www.LISierraClub.org
mailto:SmileyAnn21@Verizon.net
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Letter from the Chair
By Mark Kinnucan

Just a few days after Hurri-
cane Sandy battered Long Island, 
Governor Cuomo capped two 
years of neglect of LIPA, such 
as leaving Board seats vacant, 
by calling for its privatization. 
His demand for this dramatic 
change in LIPA’s governance came exactly one year after 
the residents of Boulder, Colorado moved in the oppo-
site direction. In November, 2011, Boulderites voted to 
embark on a path toward creating a municipal electric 
utility, thereby wresting control of their electricity from 
a large investor-owned utility, Xcel Energy. A primary 
reason? To facilitate the speedier adoption of renewable 
energy.

What about here? Would Long Island adopt renew-
ables more swiftly if LIPA were to remain a non-profit 
municipal utility? Many of us in the Sierra Club think so; 
we believe that a LIPA that continued under local con-
trol would be more responsive to environmental con-
cerns.  In this we are echoing a sentiment of the Ameri-
can Public Power Association: “Because the customers 
are the owners of public power utilities, it makes sense 
for public power to be a leader in using green energy.”  
(www.windpoweringamerica.gov/pdfs/wpa/31679.pdf)  

Consider governance, for instance. LIPA’s Board of 
Trustees includes an environmentalist among its mem-
bers: Neal Lewis, the Executive Director of Molloy Col-
lege’s Sustainability Institute. In contrast, a quick exami-
nation of the Boards of Directors of Con Ed and PSEG 
reveals no environmentalists among their members.

Unfortunately, however, evidence that publicly-owned 
utilities are in fact ahead of investor-owned utilities in 
the adoption of renewables is not easy to find.   Recent 
statistics reveal that in aggregate the two types currently 
derive equivalent amounts of their total capacity from 
renewables.  (This comparison includes the “new” re-
newables, such as wind and solar.  It excludes hydro-
electric power, where the large publicly-owned utilities, 
such as the Tennessee Valley Authority, do have a huge 
advantage.)(www.publicpower.org/media/report/con-
tent.cfm?navItemNumber=29978, and the tables listed 
therein)

Explore, enjoy and protect the 
planet
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Here in New York, the situation is further compli-
cated when one considers the Renewables Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) that the Public Service Commission 
has mandated for the state. The RPS requires that by 
the year 2015, 30 percent of the electricity in New York 
come from renewable sources.  However, the standard 
only applies to investor-owned utilities; LIPA and other 
publicly-owned utilities are exempt.  This means that if 
LIPA does remain a municipal utility, the motivation 
for them to continue to increase their renewables will 
have to come from other sources than the RPS.

Environmental groups such as the Sierra Club have 
provided a significant part of this motivation, and will 
continue to do so, regardless of the future structure of 
Long Island’s electric utility. One group that has been 
especially instrumental in pushing for an alternative 
energy future for the Island—and for LIPA— is Re-
newable Energy Long Island. As announced elsewhere 
in this issue, we are pleased to be able to award the 
Long Island Sierra Club’s Environmentalist of the Year 
Award to their founder and Executive Director, Gord-
ian Raacke.

We look forward to working with Gordian and oth-
ers to ensure that Long Island has a sensible, sustain-
able, renewable energy future.

Kenneth L. Robinson, Esq
Robinson & Associates, P.C.

35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

1(516) 496-9044
1(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:
Environmental Law 

Real Estate Transactions
Commercial Litigation

Land Use 
Last Will and Testament 

General Legal Advice

Sierra Club Member Since 1973

The Fate of a Nature Center
By Bill Stegemann
Thirty-six years ago, T. Decker Orr and his wife 

Betty sold their house to the Town of Islip and, in ad-
dition, donated several acres of surrounding land. Orr 
worked with owners of adjacent parcels (the Nature 
Conservancy, the Town of Islip, Suffolk County and 
local residents) to achieve his full vision: The Orrs’ 
former home would serve as a museum and learning 
center as part of a 206-acre preserve, the South Shore 
Nature Center (SSNC).

Facing a $26 million budget deficit for 2013, Islip 
cut all funding for the SSNC. As a result, the last re-
maining full-time employee, Director and Naturalist 
Alison Tews, was laid off. The Museum’s doors were 
locked and Tews, whose twenty-three years of experi-
ence at the SSNC were an invaluable asset to visitors, 
had to find new homes for the turtles, frogs and other 
animals that were in her care. Area schools relied on 
Tews to help teach students about nature. Students at 

JFK Elementary School would walk from school to the 
SSNC for field trips, but the twelve trips that were sched-
uled for this year had to be canceled. Though the Town 
promised that the preserve gates would be opened each 
morning, its actions appeared to put the future of Orr’s 
vision in doubt.

Concerned residents, including leaders from the 
Great South Bay Audubon Society, East Islip Histori-
cal Society, and the L.I. Sierra Club, soon formed the 
Friends of the South Shore Nature Center. Part of their 
mission is to ensure the Orr house continues to be an 
important resource for nature education. The Town of 
Islip has been working with the Friends, and has also 
created a SSNC Advisory Committee, something no 
previous administration has done.

The Advisory Committee (which includes leaders 
from the Friends, the Nature Conservancy, Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, educators from the East Islip School District, 

(continued on page 6)
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3/10 - E  Noon 
HIKE - Brookhaven State Park, South of Shoreham HS  
 Approx. 5 miles, mostly flat, east of William 
Floyd Pkwy. From the far right corner of the Shoreham Wading River 
High School parking lot, walk through an oak and pine forest to the 
north side of Route 25 and back. See mound ant nests, hear about the 
flora and fauna of this large parcel set aside for the enjoyment of people 
and the protection of our ground and drinking water (it’s a water recharge 
area), and learn about ticks, chiggers, poison ivy and more. Please bring 
a tick repellent. Wear layers appropriate to the weather. Unless there was 
rain, the ground should be dry so sneakers are OK. The entry to the high 
school is off route 25A, a few feet east (right) of the north end of William 
Floyd Pkwy.   
3/16 - E  3:30 pm
HIKE – West Meadow Beach Park, Stony Brook 
Interpretive, 2 miles, flat, 2 hours. Hike along the beach and on a hike/
bike path on the wetlands side of the West Meadow peninsula with 
Brookhaven Town’s West Meadow Beach Park Ranger and environmen-
tal educator, Eileen Gerle. Learn about this beach’s wildlife (birds, crabs, 
turtles, mammals, etc.), habitats, ecology, and more, and find out what it’s 
like to live on the beach year round. Be prepared for wind and walking 
in sand. Bathrooms probably closed but temporary toilets likely open. 
Directions – call Jane at 631-689-1568 at least a half hour before. 
3/17 - E  Noon
HIKE – Blydenburgh/Stump Pond  
5½ miles, almost flat, 2 plus hrs. Walk around “stump” mill pond from the 
north side at a moderate pace through upland woods and along a board-
walk over a beautiful swamp and small streams. See and identify birds on 
the pond, look for and identify animal tracks (other than dog), and learn 
about the trees and plants of this park. Beverage suggested. Leave from 
the parking lot at the west end of New Mill Rd. on the north side of the 
park. Directons: call Jane at least 45 minutes before.   
3/24 - E  11:00 am             
HIKE - Montauk Point & Camp Hero State Parks
Four miles in two hours. Walk with new leader Paul Ziems and veteran 
leader Jane from the lighthouse to the beach, then up a narrow winding 
path with steps and flat areas to the top of 40 - 50 ft. high bluffs overlook-
ing the ocean and the Montauk Lighthouse. From the bluffs, take a great 
picture of the Lighthouse and the Atlantic Ocean and see many ducks and 
possibly surfers and seals. Binoculars recommended. From here, follow 
a trail along the bluffs to Camp Hero to see the remnants of WWII gun 
emplacements. Continue west along a dirt fishing road to another trail 
that leads to more bluffs where, in the distance, is a decommissioned US 
Air Force radar station. Then return. Meet in the Lighthouse upper park-
ing lot (parking is $8.00 if attended or free with a NYS Empire Pass). The 
neighboring lower lot has open restrooms. Dress for the weather. Rain 

cancels. Directions: Sunrise Hwy. to Montauk Hwy., to Montauk Point 
State Park, 6 miles past the village of Montauk. 
3/31 - E  11:00 am
HIKE – Muttontown Preserve, Muttontown
3.5 to 4 miles, rolling & flat, 1.5 hours. This 550-acre plot of fields, wood-
lands, ponds and estate grounds is Nassau County’s largest nature pre-
serve and one of the most beautiful settings on Long Island. Learn about 
the mansion and its ruins, and some of the native and non-native plants 
on the grounds. Ticks are likely so bring a tick repellent and wear clothes 
that overlap and cover you. Beverage suggested. Bathrooms probably not 
open at this time of year. Wear layers. If it’s been raining, the ground 
will be wet and slippery so wear appropriate shoes. Steady rain cancels. 
Directions: Muttontown Lane South off 25A in East Norwich west of 
rte. 106. Meet at the Nature Center next to the second parking area. NO 
DOGS.
4/7 – E    1:00 pm
HIKE – Massapequa Preserve, Massapequa 
Flat, 4 plus miles, 2 hours. Join students from Nassau Community Col-
lege for this wonderful hike north of Sunrise Hwy. We will start at the 
farthest east end of the parking lot on the north side of the Massapequa 
train station (Not the Massapequa Park station!). We’ll walk along the 
Greenbelt trail to the second bridge over the stream then return along 
the paved bike/hike path next to the stream. We will stop a few times to 
let folks catch up, talk a bit about what is in the park and how the park 
came into being, look and discuss the ponds and the birds on them, and 
explain how the water comes to be where it is. You will definitely be able 
to identify greenbrier and poison ivy when you leave this hike. Dress 
in layers. Beverage suggested. Bathrooms are near the start and end of 
the hike. Snow-clogged roads or heavy rain cancel. Directions: Sunrise 
Hwy to Broadway, Massapequa (there is a traffic light and a diner on the 
corner). Take Broadway north under the RR and at the light turn imme-
diately right. Pass through that first parking lot and go to the far end of 
the second lot to the far right corner by the opening in the fence. 
4/13 - E  11:30 am
Farm tour and short hike – Ships Hole Farm, Smithtown  
Please see page 1. In addition there will be a short interpretive walk in 
adjoining forested area.  
4/13   1:30 pm
HIKE Landing Meadow to San Remo and back  
Hilly, 1.5 miles, under 1 hour. Walk the forested hills from the Landing 
Meadow Golf Club, north along the Nissequogue River, to San Remo, 
and back. Rain will cancel. Meet at the north-most (furthest right) end 
of the golf course parking lot.  
4/20 - E  2:00 pm
HIKE - Walking Dunes, Napeague 
1 to 5 miles, your choice; one steep-ish dune otherwise sandy & flat; 30-

Outings and Events
Note: For further details on our hikes and other events, including Executive Committee meetings, 
call the L.I. Group voicemail at 516-826-0801. For additions or cancellations, please check the 
calendar on our website, www.LISierraClub.org. Wear layers and footwear appropriate for 
the weather and ground conditions. Rain, heavy snow, or snow-laden streets cancel the hike. 
Hurricane Sandy complicated trail navigation. Remember that you walk at your own risk.       
Information: call Jane: 631-689-1568         *  at least ½ hour ahead      **  at least a full hour ahead     
E - educational information will be shared along the way with up to three brief hands-on stops. Most 
walks include some environmental information, but not all stop for viewing and hands-on.

www.LISierraClub.org
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45 min. or 2 hours.  Join our new leader, Helen Roussel, and veteran lead-
er Jane on this not-to-be-missed hike. The ‘Walking Dunes’ have some of 
the most fascinating landforms on Long Island, a diversity of plant com-
munities including freshwater wetland and forested areas. Huge parabolic 
dunes give way to outstanding scenic vistas. After the hike in the dunes, 
those who wish to can join a second walk along the east side of Napeague 
Harbor. Bring your camera, binoculars, tick repellent, sun shade, and 
beverage. Closest bathrooms are at Hither Hills Park about 3 miles east. 
Directions: taking route 27 east from Amagansett to Montauk, turn left at 
Napeague Harbor Road by the Hither Hills Racquet Club, across from the 
Sea Crest hotel sign. Park along the road opposite the beach.  
5/4 - E  2:00 pm
HIKE – Elizabeth Morton National Wildlife Refuge  
1.5 mi loop, flat; 1+ hours with Helen Roussel. In 1954, Elizabeth Morton 
donated 187 acres of land to the Fish and Wildlife Service. We’ll explore 
the mix of ornamental and non-native plants as they intertwine with 
the more familiar shrubs and plant communities found in this region. 
Learn how the succession of plant communities illustrates the agricul-
tural changes in the area. A unique highlight of this hike is being buzzed 
by food-seeking Chickadees, Nuthatches and a number of other small 
birds accustomed to being fed that will eat out of your hand! But do not 
bring bread, which is not good for them. Their best food is black sun-
flower seeds. Our path will be on a forested trail with some boardwalks 
and beach sections. Suitable for all levels. This is a slow educational walk 
with benches along the way.   Bring tick repellent, sunshade, beverage. 
Camera and binoculars suggested. Bathroom at entrance to refuge. Entry 
fee: $4/car, $2/pedestrian. Rain cancels. Directions: Noyack Rd (CR 38) 
between Deerfield Rd. and Millstone Rd. across from the Noyac Golf and 
Country Club. 
5/12  10:00 am
HIKE – Belmont Lake State Park, Babylon
1+ miles on north side with 4 miles on south side of Southern State Park-
way, flat, 45 minutes or 2 hours. The park was originally part of a large 
estate with stately buildings, and is named after its former owner, August 
Belmont. It was once a breeding ground for thoroughbred horses. Dogs 
on 6-foot or shorter leashes allowed only in undeveloped areas, not in 
picnic areas, buildings or on paved walkways. Bathrooms open. Entrance 
Fee: $8/car may apply. Directions: Exit 38 of Southern State Parkway or, 
Deer Park Avenue (Route 231) 
5/18 – E   2:00 pm
HIKE – Big Reed Pond Nature Trail
1.5 miles, 1.5 hours, rolling. This forest trail with wooden bridges, gullies, 
berms and lots of tree roots to step over, will consist of three intercon-
nected loops that circle some wonderful plant communities in various 
ecological succession stages, as well as hardwood forest, salt marsh, fresh-
water pond and over 500 species of vascular plants. You’ll also learn of 
this areas interesting history as one of the most significant archaeological 
sites on the South Fork. You’ll see ruins of the Montaukett village includ-
ing a sweat lodge which dates back several hundred years. Montaukett 
village was inhabited up until 1885. Bring tick repellent, beverage, sun 
shade or sunblock and wear comfortable clothes and shoes. Bathrooms 
are in Montauk village, on your way to the hike. Park in the lot at the trail-
head. Directions: Take 27 (Montauk Hwy.) east through Montauk village. 
Turn left onto East Lake Dr. and go 1.8 miles to the sign for the nature 
trails. Take a right onto the dirt road to the parking area.   
5/19 - E  2 :00 pm
BICYCLE – Westhampton Beach  
Approx 10 miles at 5-7 mph. Paved roads with little traffic. Beginner 
friendly. Bicycle onto the barrier island where you’ll see the rebuilt sec-
tion of beach taken out by a storm and now filled with homes. You’ll hear 
when and how the storm removed the land. And you’ll get a view of the 

bay and the ocean from a raised viewing platform crossing the dune at 
a park/ beach stop along the way. A brief overview of the way the wa-
ter formed the barrier island and its back bays, and the importance of 
the bay to early and current inhabitants will be given. Helmet required. 
Bring a beverage and sun protection. We will be out about 2 hours. There 
is a planned stop in town, about a mile from the end of the ride. Restau-
rants are open if you choose to stay a while. Rain cancels. Meet in the 
parking lot of the middle school on the west side of ONeck La. just south 
of the intersection with Mill Road.
5/25 - E  1:00 pm
HIKE – West Meadow Beach, Stony Brook 
Interpretive, 2 miles, flat, 2 hours.  Hike along the beach and on a hike/
bike path on the wetlands side of the West Meadow peninsula with 
Brookhaven Town’s West Meadow Beach Park Ranger and environmen-
tal educator, Eileen Gerle. Learn about this beach’s wildlife (birds, crabs, 
turtles, mammals, etc.), habitats, ecology, and more, and find out what 
it’s like to live on the beach year round. Be prepared to walk in sand along 
the water’s edge. Bathrooms available. A charge might apply to park. Di-
rections – LIE to Nichols Rd N., ex 2. Left at end of Nichols onto 25A. 
Right at first traffic light onto Quaker Path. At stop sign after Christian 
Ave, stay left onto Mount Gray Rd. At W. Meadow Beach Rd. turn left 
and at the end, right into the parking lot. Meet at the far left side of the 
lot. 
5/26  Noon
KAYAK – Connetquot River, Great River 
Enjoy the lower end of the Connetquot River from the water. Paddle 
roughly 5 miles in this semi-protected area. There are no kayak rentals 
here but some places let you rent and car-top the boat. We will help you 
unload and reload your kayak. Bring sun screen and water. A flotation 
device must be worn while in your boat. Registration required. For regis-
tration and directions, contact Jane at 631-689-1568 or jfas1@optonline.
net. 
6/1 - E  Noon
KAYAK – Peconic Bay from Riverhead 
Starting in the village of Riverhead, paddle the deepest parts of the 
Peconic River as you meander out to the bay. See the osprey on their 
nesting post, take note of the critter-cam, and identify the birds that have 
come to settle here for the summer. There should be lots to see along the 
shore when we pull out for our break, including sand pipers, shells, pos-
sibly some fiddler crabs, and many grasses. Kayak rentals are available at 
our start point at Peconic Paddler  (631-727-9895). Boats must be back 
by 4:00 pm and you must call at least a day ahead. A flotation devise must 
be worn. Address: Peconic Rd. just south of town. Directions: call at least 
an hour ahead to Jane at 631-689-1568.     
6/2 - E             1:00 pm 
HIKE - Avalon & West Farm, Stony Brook
 Join naturalist Jan Porinchak for this 3+ mile, hilly hike. Start this varied 
hike at the Stony Brook gristmill (restored) and pond. After taking the 
boardwalk along the pond, walk up stone steps to a small-man made 
pond, a labyrinth, a monument, and a rhododendron viewing platform. 
Then take a short gravel path across Rhododendron Lane, transferring 
into a mix of hilly woodlands, open fields and transition zones where 
vines, shrubs, and small trees provide the perfect habitat for upland birds 
because they supply shelter and food (berries and seeds). We’ll stop a few 
times to let people catch up and to discuss some of the animals and plants 
that call this place home. Since Jan is a self-taught herpetologist, there’s 
a good chance you’ll be looking under logs and in the ponds to see who’s 
living there. There are no bathrooms here. Meet in front of the grist mill 
on Harbor Rd (off Main Street) at the north end of the mill pond in Stony 
Brook. You MUST register with Jan P. at least a day ahead: 631-327-1268 
or  beachtowel1@verizon.net.
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SPECIAL SOLAR SAVINGS FOR 
SIERRA CLUB MEMBERS 

In life, we come across some natural pairings: peanut butter & jelly, Lennon & McCartney,  
Yin & Yang, Solar & Sierra. We’re inspired by your grassroots work to protect, enjoy and celebrate 

nature. That’s why Energy By Choice is offering special savings to Sierra Club members. 
 

We’re making it easy for you to save 6,200 lbs of CO2 every year, 72 trees grown  
for 10 years and 7.5 barrels of crude oil per year PLUS $1,000 a year on your LIPA bill 

 with special savings on a 3,920 watt SunPower Solar Electric (PV) System. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Start generating clean, sustainable energy now and hedge against future energy cost increases! 
Homegrown power doesn't get any better than when it is produced on your own roof.  
Please mention ‘Sierra Club’ when you call, email or contact us through our website. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   3,920 WATT SYSTEM FOR $6,151*  After Tax Credits and Rebates 
 NO MONEY DOWN - NO INTEREST - NO PAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS 
 OR START SAVING NOW WITH ZERO INVESTMENT SOLAR LEASING 

 

*Must qualify for financing. Special offer based on 16 SunPower 245 Watt modules in one contiguous group.  
Final offer requires site visit and inspection. Based on current LIPA rebate of $1.65/watt. Offer is limited and  
subject to change.  Offer expires 6/30/13. Other system sizes available. 

 

Suffolk Lic.#40921-H │ Nassau Lic.#H18G7500000 │Suffolk Master Electrician License # 41559-ME 
 

81 Scudder Ave., Northport │ 631-757-6984 
Solar@EnergyByChoice.com 
www.EnergyByChoice.com 

Not a Sierra Club member? What are you 
waiting for? Add your voice to protect the 
planet. Join the Sierra Club today. Visit 
our website at www.LISierraClub.org to 
join, or call 631-567-1937.

(continued from page 3)

members of the Town Council and other residents) has 
recommended to the Town that Seatuck Environmental 
Association take over operation of the SSNC. Seatuck 
currently operates the Suffolk County Environmental 
Center, just a few miles away in Islip. This marriage 
makes sense. Seatuck has a talented Board of Directors 
and a dedicated volunteer base. Utilizing the strengths 
of both centers will allow them to expand the educa-
tional and research activities at the core of their wildlife 
and environmental conservation efforts on Long Island.

As of this writing, the details of how the Town of Islip 
may work with Seatuck to preserve the SSNC are only 
beginning to be explored. But Friends President Max-
ine Lu is confident. “This would not have been possible 
without the outcry of so many residents that care for the 
Center,” said Lu. “We are looking forward to having the 
SSNC available for local school children as early as this 
spring.” If this can be accomplished, the Orr family’s gift 
will continue to inspire and educate future generations.

Call us for Environmental Education!
Education is a key component of protecting our envi-
ronment for today and for the future. Raising the aware-
ness of young people as to what they and their parents 
can do to protect and appreciate the world around us 
is a goal of the Sierra Club. To this end the Sierra Club 
does school presentations for grades K -12 on topics 
including climate change, recycling, and  protecting 
the Long Island Sound. If you would like to schedule 
a presentation for your school or organization, or for 
more information, please contact Sue Watins, Educa-
tion Chair, 516-921-7150, sueeduc@verizon.net.

www.LISierraClub.org
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By Peter Gollon
A short three months ago Long Island residents 

saw firsthand in Superstorm Sandy the disastrous 
effects of a storm strengthened by shifting climate 
patterns. We all understand from direct experience 
as never before that the causes and effects of such 
climate change must be addressed with great speed 
beginning now. 

The changing climate is the result of increasing 
levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. The car-
bon dioxide acts like the glass in a greenhouse: It lets 
the sun’s rays in to warm the Earth, but hinders the 
escape of infrared radiation that would otherwise 
cool the Earth. This carbon dioxide results from hu-
man activity, primarily the use of fossil fuels instead 
of human and animal power since the start of the 
Industrial Age almost two hundred years ago.

Climate change is a threat to our everyday lives 
and our children’s future. Global warming is about 
more than rising temperatures, it’s about disrupting 
the basic weather patterns that affect almost every as-
pect of human survival—from the purity and quanti-
ty of our water supplies, to how we grow our food, to 
the spread of disease vectors, and our ability to keep 
our families and homes safe. At this point, essentially 
the only people who seriously doubt the existence or 
man-made cause of global climate change are those 
who have chosen not to educate themselves about it, 
and those whose income depends on denying it.

Continued inaction is no longer acceptable. The 
conversations about climate solutions need to move 
beyond preparedness for the next storm.  State lead-
ers must also tackle the root of the problem, which is 
continued green house gas emissions from our fossil 
fuel based energy economy.

Long Island is more vulnerable to the effects of 
storms like Sandy and rising sea levels than many 
other parts of New York State. Long Islanders are 
ready to lead, and to proceed with ever-greater speed 
in changing our electrical system from one that 
burns carbon-based fuels to one that is powered by 
renewable energy from the sun and the wind. If we 
do not do so, we have no right to expect that other 
areas of the state will do the same. And such contin-
ued carbon dioxide emissions by other regions will 

Superstorm Sandy, Offshore Wind, and Governor Cuomo
affect us adversely just as much as our own emissions 
will. In short, we must provide an example.

In the next months we have an opportunity to move 
our leaders in the State to make the right choices and 

aggressively move to ac-
celerate and invest in off-
shore wind to power our 
homes and communities. 
Governor Cuomo, the 
New York Power Author-
ity, and the Long Island 
Power Authority (LIPA) 
must accelerate the adop-
tion of the abundant wind 
power available offshore. 
In particular, the New 
York Power Authority 
should designate a wind 
lease area from the Bu-
reau of Ocean and Energy 
Management (BOEM) 13 
nautical miles south of the 

Rockaways this year, and the New York Power Author-
ity and LIPA should each agree to purchase wind-gen-
erated power from a project to be sited in this area no 
later than 2014. (For more information on this project, 
including simulated photos from the shore, see linycoff-
shorewind.com).

Readers should contact the Governor’s office by 
phone (518-474-8390) or email (xxxxx@xxxxxx.gov) 
to deliver this message. To get involved in Sierra Club 
offshore wind efforts or possible Club actions con-
cerning the Governor’s announced intention to sell off 
LIPA to an investor-owned utility, contact Matt Kearns: 
mcairn@gmail.com.

Want to go paperless? If you would 
prefer to receive this newslettter 
by email, please contact Harvey 
Miller at hmiller@optonline.net.
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 Environmentalist of the Year Luncheon is March 23rd!
See first page for details

Turtleback Farm in Smithtown. Join us on April 13th for a farm tour! See page 1 for details.
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