
NATIONAL 
DRIVE 

ELECTRIC 
CAR SHOW

Saturday, Sept. 20, 
2014

Where: Babylon Town Hall, 
200 East Sunrise Highway, 

Lindenhurst, NY

Time 11:00am-5pm.
All Electric cars as well as 

plug-in hybrids will be there 
to see and test drive.

Admission is Free. For more 
information please see this 

link:
https://driveelectricweek.org/

event.php?eventid=136
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WINTER TRIP - SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS! GREAT TIME - GREAT BARGAIN!

WIND RUN 100 
APPRECIATION 
LUNCHEON
Thanking 
Matthew Kearns and 
ALL our Wind Run 100 
Volunteers 
Saturday, Sept. 13, 2014 
from 1-4pm
Smith-Wever American Legion Post 651
Sayville, NY 11782

Please join us at this luncheon to celebrate and 
thank Matt Kearns for his historic run in the 
grueling summer heat to focus our attention on 
wind energy, and all renewable energy infra-
structures. As well as to thank our many volun-
teers who all helped make this day possible. The 
luncheon will be held in The American Legion 
Post in beautiful downtown Sayville just off 
Montauk Highway.
23 Foster Ave/American Legion Way, Sayville, 
NY 11782 (631) 750-2572
All are welcome to attend with a suggested 
donation of $20.
Please RSVP by Sept. 3,2014 To Ann Aurelio 
(631) 567-1937 or SmileyAnn21@Verizon.net Checks 
should be made to the Sierra Club LI Group,
PO Box 172, West Sayville, NY 11796-0172
Directions: Sunrise Highway to Exit 50 Lincoln Ave. 
Take Lincoln as far south as you can go. You will then see 
Whelan Drugs, turn left on Main and a quick right onto 
Foster. Parking is across the street in part of Whelan’s 
parking lot, or on the west side of Foster Ave.

PEOPLE’S 
CLIMATE 
MARCH
Sunday, 

September 21, 2014

Please join us on Sunday, Sept. 21 
in NYC for 

The People’s Climate March
 

This September, Sierra Club and hundreds of 
other organizations are joining together for the 
People’s Climate March on September 21st.  The 

People’s Climate March - held just days before the 
United Nations Climate Summit - is an unparalleled 
opportunity to let our leaders know how urgently the 
public is calling for solutions for climate dis-

ruption, and how we need to move quickly 
from fossil fuels.  With your help this will 
be the biggest outpouring of support for 

climate solutions this planet has ever seen.

For more information please see:  
http://peoplesclimate.org/march   

or contact:
David Alicea
Sierra Club

Organizer, LI/NYC
 Beyond Coal Campaign

631.223.6330
David.Alicea@sierraclub.org

Contents

Letter from Chair  Page 2

Winter Trip Info Page 3

Outings Pages 4-7

Fall Community Meetings Page 6

ExCom Candidates Page 7

Calendar Forms - Page 8



Page 2L.I. SIERRA CLUB NEWS

Explore, enjoy and protect the 
planet

SIERRA CLUB 
LONG ISLAND GROUP

516-826-0801
www.LISierraClub.org

Executive Committee and Chairs

OFFICERS: 
 
Group Chair: Mark Kinnucan* 631-424-1889   kinnucan@
patriot.net 
Vice Chair/Membership Chair/ Chapter Alternate Delegate:  
Ann Aurelio* 631-567-1937   smileyann21@verizon.net 
Secretary: Lisa Chieco 
Treasurer:
Harvey Miller* 516-794-7059  hmiller@optonline.net 

CHAIRPERSONS:
 
Political Chair/Chapter Alternate Delegate: 
Tom Helling 917-593-0946 tom.helling@gmail.com 
Coastal Waterways Chair:
Diane Ives* 631-532-9926  spideyives@yahoo.com 
Outreach/Tabling/Outings Chair/Chapter Delegate:
Jane Fasullo* 631-689-1568   jfas1@optonline.net 
Energy: Peter Gollon 631-271-5774  pgollon@aol.com 
Conservation Chair/Chapter Alternate Delegate:
Bill Stegemann* 631-624-6559  billstegemail@gmail.com 
Special Projects: True Hampton 516-835-7689 
Newsletter: Michael Cafaro* 631-243-1127  see email below 
Calendar/Card Sales: Jeanne Sofia 631- 643-1434 
Education: Sue Watins 516-921-7150 sueeduc@verizon.net 
Volunteers: Matt Kearns* 631-255-5279   mcairn@gmail.com
 
Additional Chapter Delegates
Michael Cafaro* michaelcafaro1@optonline.net
Jack Finkenberg*  jfinkenb@suffolk.lib.ny.us

Additional ExCom Members:
Harry Whittelsey* 631-271-1945 hwhit@nbcsolutions.net
Steven Berkenfeld* 516-459-6864  berkenf@optonline.net

*Executive Committee Member

**“The ExCom meets monthly, generally on the third Mon-
day or Tuesday. For details, call the Chair or Vice-Chair.”

Letter from the Chair
By Mark Kinnucan

Being Galvanized

The upcoming People’s Climate 
March -- on Sunday, September 21 
in New York City -- promises to 
be the largest climate rally in his-
tory.Let’s all be there to help make 
it the “largest” claim a reality.  We need this rally.  We need 
it for the inspiration.  We need it to stay galvanized about 
producing the changes that are necessary to corral global 
warming.  In short, we need it to jumpstart a movement.

I’ve long been fascinated by the social movements of the 
early twentieth century – especially the labor movement.  
If I were to distill that fascination into a single person, it 
would be Joe Hill.  Joe Hill has criss-crossed my life since I 
was a teenager.  When I was 18 or so, I bought a Phil Ochs 
record with song on it called “Joe Hill.”  Not the Joe Hill 
song made popular by Paul Robeson and Joan Baez (“I 
dreamed I saw Joe Hill last night / Alive as you or me”), but 
Ochs’ own composition, which included lyrics such as 

And he wrote his words to the tunes of the day
To be passed along the union vine
And the strikes were led and the songs were spread
And Joe Hill was always on the line
Yes, Joe Hill was always on the line.

Hill reintroduced himself to me for the umpteenth time a 
couple of weeks ago when I decided I wanted to read Wal-
lace Stegner’s biographical novel about him.  The foreword 
contains this description of the International Workers of the 
World: “Towns passed laws against their speaking on street 
corners, and the word went out so that every loose Wob-
bly in five hundred miles grabbed the next freight, intent 
on climbing up on a soapbox long enough to get himself 
arrested.”

Don’t get me wrong – I’m not holding up the IWW as role 
models.  By all accounts their methods were far too violent 
for my tastes.  But it’s their fervor I crave.  I want someone 
to stand on a soapbox and bring back William Jennings 
Bryan, or Martin Luther King.  And that’s why I’m going to 
the climate rally.  We need that fervor.
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WINTER TRIP
Jackson, New Hampshire

January 16-19, 2015
Martin Luther King weekend

Join us for a fun filled winter trip to New 
Hampshire where we will mix it up with 
energetic and fun people of varying ages 

and kinds (couples, singles and folks on their 
own) in a classic Victorian hotel. 

GENERAL PUBLIC INVITED 

The hotel has a tavern, dining room, library, ping pong table, sauna, and hot tub. Cross 
country skiing and snowshoeing are available from the property on miles and miles of 
trails. Downhill skiing is within a 3 mile, shared taxi ride. Ski, snowshoe, and skate rent-

als available in Jackson, about a half mile away.
 
Prices include:Bus transportation*/  3 nights lodging (Fri. – Sun.) in a shared two-person,two-
bed room or a single person room, each with a private bathroom / 5 meals  (3 breakfasts, 2 din-
ner vouchers for up to $23 of food and beverages) / use of all facilities / alltaxes and gratuities
* Bus: Departs Bethpage Golf Course Fri., 11am. / Returns late Monday night. 

Prices:  $480 dbl occupancy 2-bed room / $680 one person in a room

To register: Must do so by December 17th

Check: to“Sierra Club L.I. Group”ANDa stamped self-addressed business envelope+ your phone 
number postmarkedbyDec17thto:True Hampton26 Revere Rd. Port Washington, NY 11015.
PayPal: go to www.LiSierraClub.org and use the “donate” button. Prices: $495 or $700.

Cancellation Policy: If you cancel before Dec. 22, full refund minus $50. 

After Dec. 22, no refund (unless you or we find someone to take your place). 

Questions?Call True (516-835-7689) or Jane (631-689-1568)
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Sep 4, Thu.- E   
KAYAK - Carman’s River, Shirley                                                                       Noon 
Paddle 6 to 6.5 miles total - down the river, into Bellport Bay, beach on 
the east side for a leg stretch, then return. On the river, look and listen for 
ducks, geese, swans, blue heron, white egrets, snowy egrets, marsh wrens, 
muskrats, and maybe see terns, osprey or an eagle diving for fish. The fall 
flowers and foliage colors will delight you as you learn the names of some 
of these plants. Also learn about the river’s dams, fish ladder, nitrogen 
content, invasive species, and human influences. In the bay, look for and 
identify other types of birds (e.g. gulls, wimbrels, plovers, godwits, and 
more), various seaweeds, crabs and shells. Allow 3 to 4 hours. A floatation 
device must be worn while in your boat. Heavy rain or lightning cancel. 
Meet at the Carmans River Canoe and Kayak Rental office, 2979 Montauk 
Hwy (north side west of Montauk Hwy. west of the bridge over the river), 
631-803-8496. Call for Directions. Leader: Jane - contact info in the “out-
ings” header.
 
Sep. 6, Sat. - E       
HIKE - Wertheim Wildlife Refuge,Shirley  10 am
Enjoy 3.5 to 4 flat miles of upland forests in 1.5 to 2 hours along the 
Carmans River on the White Pine trail. Starting at the greeting center 
on Smith Rd., walk to(and over)the river, then through the woods and 
along the river’s edge before returning. At viewing platforms, we can see 
and learn about the river, it’sbirds, and many species of plants. There 
are learning exhibits for Wertheim’s 2250 acres of flora and fauna in the 
greeting center which also has bathrooms. Moderate pace with few stops.
Bring: beverage and tick repellent. Continuous rain or lightning cancels. 
The greeting center is at 340 Smith Rd Shirley, about ¾ mi west of Wil-
liam Floyd Parkway.Leader: Paul Ziems - contact information in “out-
ings” header. 

Sep 13, Sat     
HIKE  - Trail View trail, Woodbury    1 pm
This 5-6 mile hike on hilly terrain in just over 3 hours is not a walk in the 
park. It is moderately strenuous, intended only for those in good physical 
condition. Enjoy the natural beauty of Trail View State Park with other 
folks who enjoy a good paced hike - Sierra Club members and people 
from a few online groups. Bring a beverage. Snack suggested. Heavy rain 
or lightening cancels. Must Register- leave your phone number with Len 
(see info in header). The trail parking lot is just east of the Stop and Shop 
shopping center on the north side of Jericho Tpk. in Woodbury. Leader: 
Len - contact information in “outings” header.

Sep 14, Sun - E    
Kayak, Northport Harbor   11 am
Adventure into the harbor and the bay headed for Asharoken Beach for 
a leg stretch. On the beach, learn about what washes up with the wrack 

(tidal “debris”), and the creatures that inhabit the shells and beaches. 
While paddling, learnabout the power plant and why it no longer emits 
dark black smoke, the status is of the sewage treatment plantoutflow pipe 
and how it effects the bay’s health, and discuss the “red tides” (which are 
typical in this bay). About 7.5 miles in 3 hrs.Rentals: Glacier Bay Sports, 
631-262-9116. Renters must make their own arrangements. Renters “put 
in” behind Glacier Bay, paddle to Scudder Beach by 11 am (leave at least 
ten minutes for this)then sign in. Those with their own kayaks “put in” 
at Scudder Beach. A floatation device must be worn while paddling. Gla-
cier Bay Sports is in a shopping strip - 81 Fort Salonga Rd. (Rte. 25A), 
Northport. For Scudder Beach, take the street East of the store (Woodbine 
Ave.), turn left onto Beach Ave. and left onto Ketchum. Leader: Jane Fa-
sullo - contact info in “outings” header.

Sep 27, Sat - E  
 KAYAK - Port Jefferson Harbor, Port Jefferson   11 am
Explore Port Jeff Harbor, Pirates Cove and Mc Allister Park - about 3 
miles in 2 to 3 hours. Starting at the beach behind the BIG RED commu-
nity center on east Main Street, paddle along the east side of the harbor 
to the cove. If boat traffic and the wind are light, we can cross to the Old 
Field peninsula or paddle into the Sound. You’ll learn some history of the 
harbor, it’s people, and the mines at Pirates Cove. And take time to shell 
hunt and identify what you find. Birds of the harbor will also be identified. 
Rentals NOT available here.Bring a beverage. Dress for the weather! A 
Floatation devise MUST be WORN. Heavy rain, lightening or high winds 
will cancel. MUST register with leader Jane - contact info in the “outings” 
header.

Oct 4, Sat. - E      
Hike - Cranberry Bog Preserve, Riverhead  11 am 
This is a joint hike with the North Shore Land Alliance. Botanist Andy 
Greller will lead the exploration of this magnificent community, complete 
with carnivorous plants, when it is at its most beguiling.Registration RE-
QUIRED with Jane Jackson (516-626-0908 or jjackson@northshorelan-
dalliance.org. C. R. 63, 0.9 miles south of the traffic circle in the old town 
of Riverhead. The dirt parking area is marked by a County Park sign say-
ing “Cranberry Park Preserve”. Leader: Jane Fasullo - contact information 
in “outings” header. 

Oct 5, Sun. - E      
2 Hikes - Amsterdam and Napeague Beach, Montauk  10:30 am  
Both hikesare on the south fork. Public rest rooms are in Montauk Vil-
lage near the traffic circle and at Theodore Roosevelt County Park, on 
the north side of Montauk Hwy., ¼ mile before the Amsterdam Beach 
parking. Paul will tell you a lot about the human history of these lands. 
Bring a beverage and tick repellent. Hike #1 Meet at Amsterdam Beach 
State Park on the South side of Montauk Hwy., across from the Suffolk Rid-

Outings and Events
Note:  For more information on our hikes and other activities, leave a message at 516-826-0801. Someone should get back to you in 24 
hrs. For more immediate information and REGISTRATIONS (required), call the leader at least 1 hour before the outing starts. Read 
descriptions carefully and wear clothing / footwear appropriate to the event. Additional events are posted at our website –look there 
for more things to do: www.LiSierraClub.org. Remember – YOU PARTICIPATE AT YOUR OWN RISK. 
E – event has an educational component consisting of at least 3 hands-on stops plus information sharing along the way.
Contacts: Jane (631-689-1568), Len (LN56789@gmail.com), Jan (beachtowel1@verizon.net, or cell# 631 327-1268), Paul (631-707-
6497 or wpziems@optonline.net.), Erica (ericarunsamerica@gmail.com).
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ing Stables. The trail, heading west, pasts ‘windblown’ oak trees to a bluff 
from which you may see seals in the ocean. Then back track to the east 
branch, down the bluffs to a pond near the ocean. The return trail follows 
the east side loop where you’ll see quite a few holly trees. The park, owned 
by the Nature Conservancy, has several ponds, and both tidal and fresh-
water wetlands, however, the trail is usually dry. 4 to 5 miles of easy-to-
moderatehiking takes 2-3 hrs. Hike #2About 10 miles west along Montauk 
Hwy.is Napeague State Park (west of Napeague Harbor). A small sign on 
the LEFT (south side) is easy to miss, so go slow. The1.5 mile loop trail sits 
between the ocean dunes and the highway and passes old cranberry bogs 
and through pine groves. Leave 1 hour or less for this flat, easy walk. Rain 
cancels. Leader: Paul Ziems (call by the evening before the hike) or email 
www.wpziems@optonline.net. 

Oct 11, Sat. - E             
HIKE: Otis Pike Fire Island High Dune Wilderness Area: West            10 am

Since Superstorm Sandy, access to most of the Fire Island 
Wilderness has been severely limited. Celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the Wilderness Act by exploring this area 
with us, learning what makes the “wilderness” designation 
unique. Walk through Watch Hill and into the Wilderness 
to discuss the area’s flora and fauna (including rabbits, deer, 
fox, ticks, mosquitos, bats, beach plums, grasses, and more), 
and the barrier beach habitat. Meet at the Watch Hill Ferry 

Terminal (160 West Avenue, Patchogue) at 10am. Ferry cost for a round 
trip ticket (CASH ONLY) - Adult $17, Child $11. Ferry leaves promptly 
at 10:20 am; it leaves Watch Hill at 1:00 pm and 4:15 pm. Weather permit-
ting, we’ll return on the 4:15. Bring a beverage, snacks, insect repellent, 
sun protection (lotion, glasses, a capped hat, etc.). Heavy or steady rain, 
or lightening, cancels. You must register with leader Jane – see the contact 
information in the “outings” header.

Oct 12, Sun - E 
 Cordwood Landing County Nature Preserve, Miller Place  10 am 
This is a joint hike with the North Shore Land Alliance. Explore the 70-
acre hardwood forest, a hidden gem steeped in history with John Turner, 
a renowned naturalist, birder, and a member of the Land Alliance’s advi-
sory Board. John will point out the property’s unusual plants and its cliff 
formations which rise above the Long Island Sound. This hike is during 
fall migration so bring binoculars. Amongst many other things, learn how 
the property got its unique name. Though 70 acres is small, there is so 
much to see you may not notice. Registration REQUIREDwith NSLA’s 
Jane Jackson at 516-626-0908 or jjackson@northshorelandalliance.org. 
This preserve is NOT on Google maps. It maps as being on Pringle Road 
which is off Landing Road in Miller Place. Leader: Jane Fasullo.

Oct. 18, Sat. - E    
Hike - Manorville Hills County Park  2 pm
Leave 2 hrs. to enjoy a tour of this lovely slice of Long Island Pine Barrens. 
The hike will emphasize natural history exploration, with trained natural-
ist and herpetologist, Jan (“Yaan”),who will discuss the plants and animals 
actually seen or whose evidence is found. Registration required with Jan: 
beachtowel1@verizon.netLocation: County Route 111 (Manorville Road), 
just north of Hot Water Street on the east side of the road. Leader: Jan 
Porinchak 

Oct 19, Sun - E       
Hike - Montauk Point State Park   10:30 am
Hike 5 miles from the lighthouse to the beach then up a narrow winding 
trail (with steps) to the top of 40 - 50 ft. high bluffs overlooking the ocean (continued on page seven)

and the lighthouse. From the bluffs, photograph the Lighthouse and the 
ocean, and see many sea birds, surfcasting fishermen and possibly surf-
ers. Binoculars enhance your views. Then follow a winding trail along the 
bluffs to Camp Hero to see the remnants of World War II gun emplace-
ments and read the signs explaining the history of the camp. Continue 
west along a dirt road to a decommissioned US Air Force radar station. 
Take a short break before returning to the lighthouse along ‘Battery 113’ 
trail through the woods, over several streams on wooden bridges, across 
a paved road, and back to the beach area. Meet in the Lighthouse up-
per parking lot (parking may cost $8.00/car). Open restrooms are in the 
neighboring lower parking lot. The lighthouse, a grille, and gift shop are 
a few steps from the parking lot. Dress for the weather, bring water, a 
snack, and tick repellent. Walking on the beach can be done after the hike. 
Leader: Paul Ziems - contact information in “outings” header. 

Oct. 25, Sat - E    
Bicycle - West Hampton Beach   11 a
Approx 14 mi at 7-11 mph. Paved roads with little traffic, beginner friend-
ly, 2 plus hours. Bicycle local roads with little traffic to the barrier island 
where the section of beach taken out by storms has been replenished and 
filled with homes. Learn why and how the storm removed the land and 
what was done to rebuild the beach. Get a view of the bay and the ocean 
from a raised viewing platform crossing the dune at a beach stop or at 
Cupsogue Park.Learn how the barrier beach and back bays were formed 
geologically, and hear about the importance of the bay to the early and 
the current inhabitants of the area. Helmet required. Bring a beverage, 
sun protection, and clothes for the weather conditions (its windy here!). 
The town, less than a mile from the end of the ride, has a few restaurants 
and shops if you choose to stay a while. Rain cancels. Meet in the parking 
lot of the Elementary school on the west side of ONeck La. just south of 
the intersection with Mill Road.Leader: Jane - contact information in the 
“outings” header above. 

Nov 1, Sat. - E   
HIKE - Muttontown Preserve, Muttontown  Noon
3 to 4 mi.; rolling & flat; about 2 hrs. Cover this 550 acre plot of fields, 
woodlands, ponds and estate grounds in Nassau County’s largest nature 
preserve, one of the most beautiful settings on Long Island. Hear about 
the mansion and (hopefully) see what remains of it. Learn about some of 
the native and non-native plants on the grounds and the “wild” animals 
that inhabit this park. Bring a beverage and tick repellent. Bathrooms 
probably NOT open. Wear layers. If it’s been raining, the ground will be 
wet and slippery - wear appropriate shoes. Steady rain cancels. Directions: 
At the end of Muttontown Lane, South off 25A in East Norwich west of 
rte. 106. Meet at the nature center at the second parking lot off the dirt 
driveway. Leader: Jane - contact info in the “outings” header above.

Nov 2 - E         
Hike - Edgewood Preserve, Commack  Noon
3 plus miles, flat, moderate pace, 2 hr. Learn about the Edgewood-Oak Brush 
Plains Preserve’s significance to groundwater recharge, drinking water, wild-
life (plants and animals), and get a short history of the park and the Pilgrim 
State hospital that once stood here. This state-owned, 843-acre nature pre-
serve, is situated in the hamlets of Deer Park, Dix Hills and Brentwood. It is 
the only remaining pitch pine, scrub oak wildlife habitat and groundwater re-
charge land west of the Pine Barrens. Some sandy areas and some potentially 
wet spots. Heavy rain cancels. No bathrooms here. Meet at the Edgewood 
parking lot on the east side of Commack Road, about 2 miles south of LIE exit 
52. Leader: Jane - contact info in the “outings” header above. 
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Film Screening-'Ocean Frontiers': A new dawn of ocean stewardship' & discussion of organic 
gardening, rain gardens, and other ways to reduce polluted water runoff

When: Wed. Oct. 15, 2014, 7-8:30pm*
Where: S. Huntington Library, 145 Pidgeon Hill Rd., Huntington Sta. 
*Doors open at 6:30 for refreshments

"Reporting from places across the country that are at the forefront of implementing promising new approaches 
to ocean and coastal management. With Earth's burgeoning populace facing an uncertain future on our belea-
guered blue plant, never before have the world's oceans been called upon to serve so many, while suffering so 
much. But from the troubled waters now rises a new hope - a blossoming brand of stewardship from those who 
are doing right by the sea. Ocean Frontiers takes us on an inspiring voyage to seaports and watersheds across the 
country to meet unlikely allies, of industrial shippers and whale biologists, pig farmers and wetland ecologists, 
sport fishers and reef snorkelers and many more, all are embarking on a new course of collaboration, in defense 
of the seas that sustain us."--From container. Followed by discussion of organic gardening, rain gardens, and 
other ways to reduce polluted water runoff.

Film Screening-'Gasland part II'

When: Thu. Nov. 13, 2014, 7-8:30pm*
Where: S. Huntington Library, 
145 Pidgeon Hill Rd., Huntington Sta.
*Doors open at 6:30 for refreshments

In this explosive follow-up to his Oscar-nominated 
film Gasland, filmmaker Josh Fox uses his trade-
mark dark humor to take a deeper, broader look at 
the dangers of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, the 
controversial method of extracting natural gas and 
oil, now occurring on a global level (in 32 countries 
worldwide).
Directions:
Northern State Pkwy to exit 41 - Wolf Hill Road. 
Turn right onto Wolf Hill Rd. and go to second traffic 
light. Stay in the right lane. At the intersection of five 
roads, you will see Saint Anthony's H.S. diagonally 
to the right. Take second right onto Pidgeon Hill Rd. 
heading North-West. You will pass Saint Anthony's 
H.S. on your left. Continue about 1 mi. to library 
next to L.I. School for the Gifted.

Kenneth L. Robinson, Esq
Robinson & Associates, P.C.

35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

1(516) 496-9044
1(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:
Environmental Law 

Real Estate Transactions
Commercial Litigation

Land Use 
Last Will and Testament 

General Legal Advice

Sierra Club Member Since 1973

FALL COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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Nov 8, Sat - E  
 HIKE - Lower Connetquot Park, Great River   10 am
3 to 5 miles, flat, 2 ½ hrs. Rain cancels. Starting in the parking lot, walk 
to the mansion (bathrooms may be open), hike through the fields to the 
now closed fish hatchery, and read about the trout once raised here as you 
view the structures. Learn why the hatchery was closed and what it means 
to this and other L.I. streams. Then walk up river to the crossing above 
the hatchery, pass the spring fed pond and back to the grist mill currently 
being renovated. Bring a beverage. The park entry is from the westbound 
direction of Sunrise Hwy. between exits 47 and 48.  Meet in the first park-
ing lot on your left. Leader: Paul Ziems - contact info in the “outings” 
header above.

Nov 15, Sat - E  
Hike to the breach in Fire Island Wilderness: East   10 am

Sierra Club’s LI Group advocated for the wilderness des-
ignation of this area - the only federal Wilderness Area in 
NYS. Help the club celebrate that success and the Wilder-
ness Act’s 50th Anniversary by joining us for a 3 mile hike 
on the old Burma Road trail. Learn about the history of the 
area’s designation, the importance of the shifting dunes, the 
habits and habitats of the shore birds, and more. On the 
beach, which is not part of the Wilderness, we’ll discuss the 

creatures that live in some of the shells we find. Meet at Smith Point Coun-
ty Park, south end of the William Floyd Parkway, on the west side of the 
main parking lot. Bring a beverage, snacks, tick repellent, shoes for walk-
ing in sand, and layers of clothing for what may be a windy day. Heavy or 
steady rain cancels. Registration required with Leader Jane (see “outings” 
header for her contact information).

Nov 16, Sun. - E     
HIKE - Lakeland Co. park & upper Connetquot Park, Islandia  Noon
Walk ¼ mile on boardwalks (slippery when wet) over the swampy head-
waters of the Connetquot River at a slow pace. Then bail out OR continue 
on a moderately paced 3.5 - 4.5 mile walk on mostly level ground in upper 
Connetquot Park. Water often stands in a railroad underpass we have to 
use, so wear waterproof shoes or carry extra ones with you. You’ll learn 
how to recognize and avoid poison ivy, what grape and bittersweet look 
like, which animals live in these woods,and how to tell which direction 
you are heading any time the sun is shining. We’ll identify at least a dozen 
plants. Bathrooms may not be open. Address: Johnson Ave., Islandia. 
Leader: Jane - contact info in the “outings” header above. 

Nov 22, Sat. 
 HIKE – Belmont Lake State Park, West Babylon   10 am
1+ mile on the north side of Southern State Parkway, and 4 miles on the south, 
flat, 45 minutes (north side) or 2.5 hours (both sides). Belmont Lake State Parkis 
a 463-acre day use park bisected by Carll’s Creek and Belmont Lake. The park, 
established in 1926, had been owned by August Belmont and served as farmland 
for some of Belmont’s equestrian activities. Its significant natural features in-
clude the 26-acre, spring-fed Belmont Lake and a significant wetland complex. 
The lake provides springtime trout and summer bass. It’s home to permanent 
and migratory waterfowl populations including ducks (e.g. Northern Shovelers, 
Mergansers, and Teal), geese, swans, osprey, gulls, and eagles. It also has many 
varieties of upland birds. Binoculars and a bird book are a good idea. Bathrooms 
open. Entrance Fee: $8/car may apply. Steady or heavy rain cancels. Loca-
tion: Exit 38 of Southern State Parkway. Meet in the parking lot on the left. 
Leader: Paul Ziems - contact information in the “outings” header.

OUTINGS  - (Continued From Page Five)

Nov 29, Sat - E     
HIKE - Robert C. Murphy & Peconic River Parks, Ridge  11 am
4 miles, mostly flat, in oak forests. Visit a series of ponds that are the 
headwaters of the Peconic River including Peasy’s, Duck, Sandy, Stock’s 
and Grassy and discuss what lives in and around the water. By the end of 
the hike, you’ll know how to identify and avoid poison ivy, even when its 
leaves are gone. If everyone wants, we can add another 2 miles by continu-
ing to Wading River Road. Dress for the weather. Heavy rain (but not 
drizzle) cancels. Bring a beverage and tick repellent. Bathrooms are NOT 
available here. Directions: Meet at the Pine Trail parking lot on the South 
side of Middle Country Road, about 2 ¼ miles East of the William Floyd 
Parkway. Leader: Jane - contact info in the “outings” header above.

Nov 30, Sun - E       
HIKE - Caleb Smith State Park, Smithtown   Noon
Mixed hilly and level, 3 miles, 2  hours. This beautiful preserve totals 543 
acres, and features a variety of habitats including freshwater wetlands, 
ponds, streams, fields and upland woods. It is home to many animals 
whose evidence we will try to find, and a wide variety of trees, shrubs, 
wildflowers and ferns. We will identify as many of these as we can. Field 
guides are suggested as this hike will focus on nature. A sheet of paper 
and a pen are also a good idea to take notesabout the things you learn so 
you can look them up to get more information about them. Beverage rec-
ommended.Heavy rain cancels. An $8/carfee may apply. Location: Caleb 
Smith State Park, 581 West Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown. Leader: Jane - 
contact info in the “outings” header above. 

Nominations for the Long Island

Sierra Club Executive Committee

(“Ex Com”) are now being accepted.

Send all candidate statements (150

words describing your qualifications)

to smileyann21@verizon.net.  

Deadline: October 31, 2014. All two 

year terms for office will begin in 

January 2015 and end in January 2017. 

Please consider running and let us 

know soon!

Contact hmiller@optonline.net to sign up for PDF.
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