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C elebrate Martin Luther King Weekend by 
joining our cross-country ski trip. Stowe, 
the ski capitol of the East, has five cross-

country ski areas with trails for all levels, includ-
ing Mount Mansfield, Trapp Family Lodge, Top 
Notch, Edson Hill and the Stowe Recreational 
Path.  
 
     Lessons and rentals are available, as well as 
alpine skiing. Lodging will be at the Golden  
 

Vermont Ski Trip:  January 16-19 - Stowe, Vermont 

T his summer President Bush weakened 
clean air standards for old factories and 
power plants. Under his “New Source Re-

view” rules he made it easier for these plants to 
make improvements without installing new pollu-
tion control equipment. 
 

     Long Island has 19 pre-1970 power plants that 
range from 30 to 50 years in age. They use old 
technology that is inefficient and heavily polluting.  
This is bad news for Long Island because of con-
tinuing air pollution problems, especially Suffolk 
County.  It is the third worst county for smog 
(ground-level ozone) in the state. The American 
Lung Association gave Suffolk County air quality a 
failing grade of “F” for smog. 
 

     There is a way to counter the Bush Admini-
stration’s failure to reduce air pollution. Many 
Long Island power plants could be re-powered to 
run more cleanly and efficiently. In other words, 
cleaner, more efficient state-of-the-art power gen-
erators could be installed along with modern 
emissions controls. A Long Island University study 
showed that re-powering Long Island power plants 
could nearly double power output while greatly  

reducing emissions. For example, in a separate re-
port, the Citizens Advisory panel, an energy watch-
dog group on L.I., reported that major emissions 
from the Northport and Port Jefferson power plans 
could be reduced by up to 90% through re-
powering. 
 

     Gov. Pataki told the press that he opposes the 
Bush Administration’s weaker clean air rules, but 
he needs to do more than talk. Gov. Pataki needs 
to exercise his leadership to urge Long Island 
Power Authority (LIPA) to clean up Long Island’s 
old power plants. LIPA is negotiating the future of 
these plants with KeySpan, the company that owns 
and runs these plants. Gov. Pataki can urge LIPA 
to negotiate to clean up or shut down these old 
plants while moving ahead with energy conserva-
tion and clean alternative energy. 
 

     The Long Island Group has begun a campaign 
to urge Gov. Pataki to demand a clear deadline for 
cleaning up Long Island power plants. If you would 
like to help, call the Long Island Group at  
516-826-0801 and leave a message or e-mail 
Bob.Muldoon@SierraClub.org 

Sierra Club Calls on Governor Pataki to 
   Re-power Long Island Power Plants:  
        Make Them Clean & Efficient! 

Eagle/Alpine Resort, within easy walking distance 
of the charming village of Stowe. Accommodations 
are double rooms with private baths.  
 
    Included are three full breakfasts, one gourmet 
dinner, a festive wine and cheese party, free use of 
the facilities—a heated indoor swimming pool, 
sauna, whirlpool bath, exercise room, TV room, 
cocktail lounge and library.  
 

     Continued on page 6 
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Submissions 
 
Long Island Lighthouse encourages  
submission of articles, news briefs,  
book reviews, comments, photos,  
graphics and other items. Contact  
the editor for format and details. 

 

View From The Chair 
  

by Laurie Farber 

T his fall I had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to visit Aus-
tralia because I was giving a presentation at a conference 
there. I spent almost two weeks outside of Adelaide in South 

Australia. The first couple of days and the last couple of days I 
stayed with a colleague in the suburbs of Adelaide. The rest of the 
time was spent at a Girl Guide camp in the Adelaide Hills. In some 
ways it was amazing—so many colorful birds, especially parrots, 
just all over. In other ways, maybe it wasn't quite what I expected.  
     The first morning I woke up and deliberately listened to the 
birds outside the house thinking the songs would be strange to me, 
but they sounded awfully familiar. Sure enough, the first birds I 
saw were House Sparrows and Starlings—imported there just as 
they were here. We went to visit a class at a nearby school and I 
was told how hard it is for the kids to find real natural areas near 
home—a familiar problem in most of suburban Long Island. Even 
the Adelaide Hills are lovely and rural but there isn't much wild, 
native land left. The Girl Guide camp had a patch of native scrub 
that they prized highly. I spent every free moment walking the trail 
through that area. Eucalyptus and acacia are the main sorts of 
plants. But I also saw at least three species of sundews (small in-
sect eating plants) and five kinds of small orchids blooming. I was 
told there are other orchids that bloom at other seasons. This was 
an area that was the real thing—what so much of that region must 
have looked like once. It was quite a different scene from the care-
fully tended vineyards or pine plantations or suburban neighbor-
hood parks with imported varieties of trees. 
     How like Long Island in that we've lost so much of our natural, 
native ecological landscape so early on without any forethought or 
even any consideration that it might have value. We continue to 
lose more day by day. But something different is happening in 
South Australia. In just about any natural landscape, from a 
neighborhood park to large forest reserves, there is something hap-
pening: trees are being planted by the thousands. Not just any 
trees, but the local native trees. Tree planting has almost become so 
ubiquitous that if you suggest tree planting to any school kid for a 
project, they groan in boredom.  
     Somehow, in Australia, people have woken up to the loss of their 
native ecosystems and are starting to replant and repair. Some time 
in the future, the landscape in these places will look quite different 
than it looks today. I don't know if they'll be able to recreate whole 
ecosystems, though. The imported predators (foxes and cats) have 
done irreparable damage to the native mammal populations. I never 
saw a wild kangaroo. But restoration of the vegetation is a good 
start, especially since it means that people have come to value the 
native ecosystems.  
     Here on Long Island, introduced species are as much of a prob-
lem as they are in Australia, only few people realize it. Many of our 
forested parks are not at all like the native woodlands that were 
once there. The tiny remnant of our native prairie doesn't look 
much like a grassland. Maybe we need new lenses to see-through 
lenses that will show us the incredible native ecosystems that 
greeted the early European settlers. Maybe we need a new vision of 
what we can accomplish here if we, too, decide that restoration of 
our natural places is important. It's a very long-term project; maybe 
one that we won't see the end of in our life times, but we can see 
the beginnings if we are determined to make it happen. 
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2003 Environmentalist of the Year 

S arah Meyland is a scientist, environ-
mental attorney, college professor and 
environmental activist with over 25 years 

experience involving groundwater 
protection, drinking water regula-
tion, environmental policy, land 
and water resources management 
and remediation technology. Her 
achievements are outstanding. 
 
      Sarah is currently the Execu-
tive Director of both Citizens 
Campaign for the Environment 
and Citizens Environmental Re-
search Institute and teaches at 
the New York Institute of Tech-
nology. Sarah also chairs the 
Town of North Hempstead Eco-
logical Commission and serves on 
several committees regarding breast cancer on 
Long Island.  
 

     But Sarah's efforts started long before that. 
Her first accomplishments at protecting our 
drinking water were made while she served as 
Co-Executive Director for the New York State 
Legislative Commission on Water Resources. 
Working with then-Assemblywoman May  

Newburger, Sarah drafted legislation and worked  
on initiatives that, among other things, succeeded 
in closing down most of Long Island's landfills. 

From there she went on to become the 
Director of Watershed Protection at the 
Suffolk County Water Authority. 
 

     In its early days Citizens Campaign 
for the Environment was known as the 
organization that worked on groundwa-
ter issues. Sarah's expertise and scien-
tific training helped to shape the policies 
and actions of the young organization. 
CCE has taken on many other issues, 
including becoming a primary mover in 
the formation of the South Shore Estu-
ary Reserve Council, participating in the 
West Nile Working Group of the NY State 
Department of Health, and advocating 

for the reduction of pesticide use. Protection of 
our drinking water remains a major thrust of both 
CCE and CERI and Sarah has become widely known 
as a local expert on this topic.  
 

     Her efforts over the years and continued work 
today, has inspired us to name her our Sierra Club 
2003 Environmentalist of the Year. 

A merica's oceans are some of the most 
beautiful and valuable places in the world, 
but our oceans are in big trouble. Popula-

tion of fish and other ocean creatures have been 
decreasing dramatically. Habitat destruction, 
mismanagement and over fishing have impover-
ished our ocean resources, and have caused over 
90% of the world's large fish population, includ-
ing tuna, swordfish and marlin, to disappear 
from our oceans. 
 
     Please join us in welcoming Robin Cowin, a 
representative for the Campaign to Conserve Our 
Ocean Legacy, to our first 2004 meeting. Learn 
what we need to do to preserve our living oceans 
for future generations. 
 

     Our meeting is planned for Friday, January 30th 
at 7pm at the Tackapausha Museum on Washing-
ton Avenue in Seaford. 
 
     We look forward to seeing you there. Of course, 
bring your favorite drinking vessel and enjoy a light 
beverage and snack. 
 
How to get there: Museum building is located on 
the East side of Washington Ave. just North of 
Merrick Rd. Take the Seaford Oyster Bay Expwy. 
South to the last exit: Merrick Rd. East. Go approxi-
mately 1/2 mile and turn left at the fourth traffic 
light onto Washington Ave. Make an immediate 
Right turn into the first driveway past Pathmark. 
Follow driveway around to the parking field. 

Our Oceans:  Community Meeting, Friday, 7 p.m. 
     January 30th - Tackapausha Museum, Seaford  

Sarah Meyland 



Outings and Events  

Long Island Lighthouse Page 4 

 FOR AN UP-TO-DATE LIST OF OTHER SIERRA CLUB OUTINGS IN THE METROPOLITAN 
REGION, LOG ON TO: newyork.sierraclub.org/outings 

clude time to learn and play some nature games. 
We will search for spring peepers and wood frogs. 
A great hike for families. 12-2 pm. Joint with Ap-
palachian Mountain Club. Leader Dan Kriesberg 
516-628-1798, call before 9 pm to confirm.  
 

 
WED  7 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 7 PM 
Call our hotline 516-826-0801 for location. All 
members welcome. 
 
 

SUN  18 MUTTONTOWN PRESERVE, EAST NORWICH, 
12-2 PM 
Join us for a family hike in the largest preserve in 
Nassau County. This two hour hike will include 
time to learn and play some nature games. Hope-
fully we can search for animal tracks. A great hike 
for families. joint with Appalachian Mountain 
Club. Leader Dan Kriesberg 516-628-1798, call 
before 9 pm to confirm.  

WED  7  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 7 PM 
Call our hotline 516-826-0801 for location. All 
members welcome. 
 
FRI-MON  16-19 CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRIP, 
STOWE, VT 
Sharpen and wax your skis! Its our Annual Mar-
tin Luther King Ski Weekend: Cross Country 
and Alpine. You must book early because space 
is limited and this is a very popular event. See 
details on page 1. 
 

WED  4 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 7 PM 
Call our hotline 516-826-0801 for location. All 
members are welcome. 
 
THUR  5 NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
Contact Marje Schnier, 516-922-6725 or e-mail 
marjesch@netzero.net with your submissions. 
 
SUN  8 MUTTONTOWN PRESERVE, EAST NOR-
WICH, 12-2 PM 
Join us for a family hike in the largest preserve 
in Nassau County. This two hour hike will in-
clude time to learn and play some nature games. 
Hopefully we can search for animal tracks. A 
great hike for families. Joint with Appalachian 
Mountain Club. Leader Dan Kriesberg  
516-628-1798, call before 9 pm to confirm.  
 

WED  3 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 7 PM 
Call our hotline 516-826-0801 for location. All 
members are welcome. 
 
SUN  7 MUTTONTOWN PRESERVE, EAST NOR-
WICH, 12-2 PM   
Join us for a family hike in the largest preserve 
in Nassau County. This two hour hike will in-

APRIL 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

JANUARY 

Hike-a-thon 2003  

Happy but tired hikers leaving Muttontown Pre-
serve on October 4th. Despite the overcast day, 
14 hikers with lots of pledges turned out. 
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Nassau County, the continued contamination of 
groundwater in Suffolk County and the changes 
caused by global warming (changed precipitation, 
sea level rise, etc.) all spell a looming disaster in the 
making. If plans are not begun now to bring water 
overuse and quality decline under control, the con-
sequences are clear.  
 

     For Nassau County, water costs will become very 
high because cost will be used 
to control demand. High costs 
will also result due to longer 
transmission distances as 
coastal communities must in-
vade neighboring water districts 
and bring water back to coastal 
areas. Competition for the 
dwindling supply will become 
more disruptive and conten-
tious. An alternative source of 
water for Nassau, either New 
York City (which does not have 
sufficient water to share) or 

Suffolk County (which is unwilling to 
share water) must be found. In either 

scenario, Nassau residents are looking at much 
higher water costs. 
 
     For Suffolk County, the two Forks can expect to 
lose their water supplies completely, requiring water 
to be piped in from the central Suffolk. Land use 
activities will also impact water quality. Suffolk will 
have to decide whether or not to expand and up-
grade the sewer systems as Nassau County did to 
protect water quality. Currently, Suffolk has over 
100 small sewage plants returning poorly treated 
sewage back to the drinking water supply. This will 
have to stop. And, Suffolk County must address the 
question of how or whether to aid Nassau County 
with additional water. If we wait until another 10 or 
20 more years before taking action, it may be too 
late for parts of Long Island to have clean and af-
fordable water. A bleak future confronts us. Time is 
running out to take control of our water fate. Other-
wise, nature and time will do it for us.      
 
Ms. Meyland is a scientist, environmental attorney, college 
professor and environmental activist with over 25 years 
experience involving groundwater protection, drinking wa-
ter regulation, environmental policy, land and water re-
sources management and remediation technology. She is 
currently Executive Director of the Citizens Campaign for 
the Environment. 

M ost Long Islanders know that all the 
Island’s water needs are provided by 
water pumped from wells on the Is-

land. Beneath every inch of Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties, and most of Brooklyn and Queens, 
water is found in sandy deposits below the land 
surface. Although Brooklyn and Queens rely on 
water from the New York City surface water sys-
tem, bringing clean water 
from upstate reservoirs, 
Nassau and Suffolk use 
groundwater.  All fresh 
groundwater starts as 
rainfall on Long Island. 
Part of the rain seeps 
slowly through the soil 
and finally joins water al-
ready in the aquifer for-
mations where all our 
drinking water is stored.    
 
     The process of slow 
replenishment of ground-
water by precipitation has been 
going on since the glaciers re-
ceded from Long Island, about 10,000 years ago. 
Only in the past 100 years, however, have hu-
man activities started to negatively affect the 
extensive water deposits. First, water quality 
changed due to waste from large human popula-
tions and also contaminants from activities such 
as farming and industry.  Next, the amount of 
water available in portions of the large aquifer 
system began to decline in significant quantities, 
causing the aquifers to become filled with salt 
water. The salt water intrusion process is now 
producing significant damage to portions of the 
aquifer along Nassau County’s north shore 
(especially Great Neck and Port Washington) and 
south shore (Long Beach, Freeport). In Suffolk 
County, both the North and South Fork are los-
ing their limited fresh water supplies because 
salt water has already invaded the deeper aqui-
fers, displacing fresh water needed by residents 
and visitors to those popular tourist destina-
tions. This is where we are today.  
 
     But, it is the future of the water supply for 
Long Island that should have people concerned. 
The continued over-pumping of water in  
 

The Future of Water On Long Island 
By Sarah Meyland 

Drawing courtesy of Linda Nemeth 
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25 Year Members For 2003 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Knies 
Mr. & Mrs. Linn E. Johnson 

Geraldine Merker 
Lawrence & Eva Paul 

Peter Martin 
Clifford Bove 

Mr.& Mrs. George L. Hines 
Janet Pomeranz 
Morris Stutman 

Dr.& Mrs. Martin Bialer 
Jay L. Bock MD 

Michael Polansky 
A. Fein & L.Greenblatt 

Stephen Baker 
Kevin T. Wilson 

A. Soler & C. Maynard 
Dana & Mary Geiger 

Maureen Dolan & George Murray 
Jeanne Vielbig 

Edward Fortuna 
Dulcie Fabbricante 

O n September 20th, my wife Loretta and I 
participated in a Beach Cleanup sponsored 
by the Ocean Conservancy coordinated lo-

cally by the American Littoral Society. It was a 
beautiful early autumn day as we pulled into the 
parking lot of Bar Beach in Port Washington. There 
was an inviting table with bagels and coffee, along 
with the bags and gloves we would need for the 
cleanup. The day proved to be both sobering and 
satisfying. 
 

     As we approached the beach I couldn’t under-
stand why our services would be needed. The white 
sand shimmered in the sunlight, and there was no 
visible garbage. As we got closer, my opinion 
started to change. Shown below is a partial list of 
the items we found in a half-hour spent covering a 
small section of the beach. 

 

6 bags 11 straws  
3 balloons 22 cigarette butts 
1 plastic bottle 3 toys 
36 lids 12 newspaper pages 
8 cups 2 soda cans 

 

     This list does not include the pair of sneakers 
we found and the huge piece of lumber I  
managed to drag to the collection point.  There 
were other discarded pieces of metal that were too 
large to handle.  It was a very unsettling experience 
to say the least. 
 

     I came away from the cleanup feeling somewhat 
dejected. If the amount of trash we found served as 
any indication, it seems we face an uphill task in 
cleaning up the environment. I felt excited, how-
ever, feeling I made a difference. It was also great 
to see families and groups of children pitching in. 
It is an experience you don’t want to miss! 
 

Andy Schorr is a second grade teacher as well as an ac-
tive volunteer for the Sierra Club. He co-chairs the Mem-
bership Committee with his wife Loretta. 

An Eye Opening  
     Experience 

By Andy Schorr 

Vermont Ski Trip  
continued from page 1 

 
  
     The bus transports us to the various ski 
destinations, or you can use the Stowe trolley. 
Our charter bus will leave from Garden City at 
approximately 3 pm on Friday, Jan. 16th and 
will return on Monday, Jan. 19th. 
   
      Trip price is $330 for members and $345 
for non-members, and includes bus transpor-
tation, lodging, meals as noted above, all taxes 
and gratuities. Not included are rentals, trail 
fees, lunches, one dinner and food for the bus 
trips.  
 

     A portion of the fee is donated to the L.I. 
Sierra Club. To register, send check for full 
amount payable to Sierra Club to True Hamp-
ton, 26 Revere Road, Port Washington, NY 
11050, along with your phone number and a 
SASE.  
 

     There is a $25 fee for canceling after De-
cember 15th, and money will be refunded 
ONLY if we can find a replacement. Direct any 
inquiries to co-leaders Lucille Mandala 516-
249-3255 or True Hampton 516-883-7850 

    Thank You Frank’s Nursery 
       A belated thank you to Frank’s Nursery of  
       Copiague for their generous donation of gar- 
       den supplies which were raffled off during  
       our Spring fundraiser at the Jamesport Vine- 
       yard. Their donation really helped our event  
       “BLOOM.” 
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audience objected to wind power based on aesthetic  
reasons. They argued that the placement of wind 
turbines on the horizon of our "pristine" south shore 
beaches, mainly Jones Beach, would be unaccept-
able. 

     In the long run, I believe that their concern is 
misplaced. While they who wit-
ness (hopefully) the construc-
tion of wind turbines on Long 
Island may find it a little un-
settling, to the next generation, 
and the one after that, these 
whitish-gray towers which very 
often blend into the horizon 
will become a common part of 
our landscape. Harnessing this 
free source of energy will not 
release soot into the environ-

ment or generate nuclear waste, it will not tap into 
our arctic wilderness, and it might even lessen our 
dependency on foreign oil. The benefits seem to far 
outweigh the concern over aesthetics. And over 
time, we will get used to them and appreciate them. 
 

Anastasia Schepers, M.S., R.D. is a registered dietitian 
who works as a writer and assistant editor for Environ-
mental Nutrition Newsletter. She resides in Lynbrook. 

N early every year since the early 1990s, my 
husband, children and I visit the village 
where my husband grew up not far from 

the North Sea, on the western coast of the Nether-
lands -- a country where windmills were the pri-
mary source of power for five centuries. Windmills 
were used to pump water 
out of polders, grind grain 
and supply power. At one 
time there were as many as 
9,000 windmills in the 
Netherlands; now about 
1000 remain, including the 
Heense Molen, in Noord 
Brabant where my father-
in-law, a baker, use to pur-
chase flour to bake bread 
for his customers.  
 
     My children have grown accustomed to seeing 
both the old windmills as well as the new propel-
ler-bladed wind turbines. These larger, more pow-
erful modern day turbines produce over 100 times 
the amount of electricity as they did a mere quar-
ter of a century ago. It seems that with each visit 
we notice new groups of on-land and offshore 
wind turbines when we drive around the country-
side; they stand together here and there but never 
dominate the landscape. During our last visit, my 
11-year old daughter remarked, "They're like light 
poles -- you just get used to seeing them."  
 
     Today the Netherlands and other European 
countries are committed to building wind farms 
and making the most of this free renewable re-
source. Over three-fourths of the world’s wind 
power is generated in Europe with Germany, 
Spain and Denmark leading the way. Today wind 
power supplies about 0.4% of the world’s electric-
ity demand, but there are no technical, economic, 
or resource limitations that would keep wind 
power from supplying 12% of the world’s electric-
ity by 2020, according to the American Wind En-
ergy Association and European Wind Energy As-
sociation. 
 
     In August I attended a presentation to the Si-
erra Club on offshore wind power by Kathleen 
Whitely (formerly of the Sustainable Energy Alli-
ance of Long Island and now a consultant for   
Applied Energy Group). A few people in the  

Wind Power and Aesthetics 

By Anastasia Schepers 

NEG-Micon 

Follow-up on “Crisis in Our Oceans: To Fish 
or Not To Fish” (Fall ’03)  For those of you who 
were concerned about the depleted species of the 
fish that you buy, I found a great company. It’s 
called EcoFish, Inc. They are located at 78 Market 
Street, Portsmouth, NH 03801. Phone: 603-430-
0101.  

Their mission is to provide ecologically responsi-
ble consumption of seafood. To do that, they only 
purchase their seafood from well managed fisheries 
and healthy stocks. The fish must be caught or 
raised in an environmentally friendly way. When 
you buy from them, you help to keep the pressure 
off severely depleted species, support sound fishing 
practices and help to support marine conservation. 
      To find a store near you that carries their prod-
ucts call 877-214-FISH or order online at  
www.Ecofish.com  

By Marie Pendzich, Education Chair  

Sierra Newsletter Fall ‘03 



                                   Calendar Order Forms 
 

  Item (Quantity/Prices (discounted)          Total 
   
  Wilderness ___  x $11 [$10 - $9] = $ ___________ 
  Engagement ___  x $12 [$11 - $10] = $ ___________ 
                                                  Subtotal = $ ___________ 
  Postage  
    & Handling ___ x $1.75/each = $ ___________ 
          Total = $ ___________ 
 
  Name ______________________________________________________ 
 
  Address ____________________________________________________ 
 
  City/State/Zip _____________________________________________ 
 
  Phone ______________________(h)  _________________________(w) 
 
  Membership No. ____________________________________________ 
 

  Clip & mail: Sierra Club Calendars 
Jeanne Sofia 
25 Barrington Drive 
Wheatley Heights, NY 11798 
631-643-1434 

  Make check payable to L.I. Sierra Club 

Proceeds from the sale of 
these calendars & engage-
ment books help fund local 
Sierra Club conservation 
work. But you must buy 
directly from us! 
 
They are offered at below 
retail prices. Members re-
ceive a $1 per calendar or 
engagement book addi-
tional discount when or-
dering any 2  [first price in 
brackets].  
 
There is a $2 per calendar 
or engagement book dis-
count when ordering any 3 
or more [second price in 
brackets]. 
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Re-funding The Superfund 
By Marie Pendzich, Education & Energy Chairs 

environment and public health with chemicals known 
to cause cancer, neurological disorders, and reproduc-
tive dysfunction, while leaching for decades into 
groundwater and the environment. Brownfields, are 
known or suspected contaminated sites, with real or 
perceived pollution. Landfills, old factories, gas sta-
tions and dry cleaners are examples of brownfields. 
The program establishes baseline criteria and stan-
dards that will strengthen both programs. About 
10,000 brownfields exist in NYS. Long Island has 
some 6,800. 
     
     The bill provides $120 million a year to clean up 
the most toxic Superfund sites; $135 million in tax 
credits for brownfield developers to redevelop aban-
doned or under-used industrial properties and pro-
tecting developers from future litigation if sites are 
cleaned according to DEC standards. With legal pro-
tection, banks will be willing to give loans to develop-
ers, abandoned properties will be reused lessening the 
pressure on green areas (the cause of sprawl). An-
other $15 million in grants will be given to community 
groups to plan options for use. 
 
     Until now, NY was one of the few industrialized 
states in the nation with no law to regulate cleanup 

F or over seven years, environmental 
groups have been struggling with the 
state for a more comprehensive cleanup 

plan for toxic waste industrial sites. Superfund 
was created in 1979 to find, investigate and 
clear up toxic sites but monies ran out in April 
of 2001 leaving hundreds of sites contaminated. 
Although 500 sites in NYS have been cleaned 
up, about 800 sites are still waiting funding, 
and 2,000 are in need of testing. Nassau County 
alone has 80 sites and 58 exist in Suffolk. 
 
     In June of ’03 the State Assembly passed  
(A 9120- DiNapoli) a comprehensive 107-page 
measure to refund the Superfund. The republi-
can Senate didn’t pass their version of the bill  
(S 5702- Marcellino) till Sept.’03, by a vote of 
51-9. Gov. Pataki was waiting to sign it into law. 
The bill became law despite the opposition from 
the western NY business community who 
thought that some regulations were too strin-
gent. 
 
     The difference between a Superfund and 
Brownfield site is the level of toxic waste pre-
sent. Superfund sites pose a significant threat to 



 
KENNETH L. ROBINSON, ESQ. 

 
Attorney and Legal Advisor and 

Sierra Club Member for over 25 years 
 

Emphasizing Practice in the Areas of: 
 

Real Estate 
Environmental Matters 

Litigation 
Business Formation 

Zoning 
Government Regulations 

Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Wills 

   
Robinson & Associates, P.C. 

35 Roosevelt Avenue 
Syosset, New York 11791 

516-496-9044 
516-496-9047 (fax) 
envlaw516@aol.com 

 
 

SINGLES FOR WILDLIFE 
Singles Group for Protecting Wildlife 

 
 

Brunch/Dinner/Cocktail Party 
Wildlife/Nature Trips 

Volunteer Work/Guest Speakers 
Networking Service 

 
Lou  516-365-9646 

 

www.singlesforwildlife.com 
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Sierra Club Guest Speakers  

Available 
 

I nterested in having a guest speaker from the Sierra 
Club come to your school, scout troop, club, civic 

organization or church to speak about environmental 
matters? 
 

Our Education Committee has been providing speak-
ers for over two years. Call Marie Pendzich at  
516-541-0615 for additional details. 

of toxic sites. Although the bill is far from per-
fect, it is a major milestone by comparison.  
 

Highlights of the law: 
• Maintains the Superfund’s stringent clean-up policy.  
• Expands it to include "hazardous substance sites.” 
• Keeps the historic 50/50 split between industry fees  
       and public funds and includes a new program for  
       redevelopment of brownfields. 
 

Downside: 
• Environmental groups are not happy with the liability 

releases. 

• Relies on use-based cleanup standards, which means  
       some sites will be cleaned more than others depending 
       on future use. 

• Allows more toxic Superfund sites to be considered as 
       brownfields. 

• Requires only a partial exposure assessment of off-site 
       contamination rather than a full investigation. 

 

JEANNE SOFIA  631-643-1434 
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Martha Lee Evans s pent most of my life on Long Island, some in 
California, some in Colorado, some in Arizona 

and surprisingly, I found other states way ahead of us 
in environmental activism.  
     I call myself a 'militant' tree-person, trying to save 
every tree from the cutting block. I want to do what I 
can to bring awareness to elected officials, companies, 
and the general public about their lack of regard for 
our environment. I support every group that does 
good work. I've worked for many years managing 
health food markets and restaurants. We must care 
for the Earth, and take an active part on the grass-
roots level to educate and influence change to combat 
the anti-environmentalism in our government.  
     To me, the Sierra Club now represents very power-
ful positive action, and is so much more than just 
hiking trips. We can work together to bring Sierra 
Club members all available information on Long Is-
land environment. 
 

Bobbie Josepher 
I  can’t believe how long I’ve been active in the Sierra 

Club. My hubby Tony was the first to join the Club 
in the 60s. In 1970 I read about a national Sierra 
Club trip on the Allagash Wilderness Waterway. It 
sounded like a great way to be outdoors and on the  

water. So I joined. Ten years later Tony became acting 
Group Chair. When he needed to deposit a donation,  
he turned to me. Next  thing I knew I was Treasurer, 
and I’ve been Treasurer ever since. 
     In my role on the Excom, I try to do whatever needs 
doing to keep the Group alive. I make my home avail-
able for meetings, including newsletter mailing parties, I 
encourage membership and work closely with the news-
letter editor to get the word out on our activities. I also 
lead at least two trips on local rivers every year.  I get a 
thrill introducing folks to some of the wilder places on 
Long Island. I’d welcome the chance to serve another 
term on the LI Group ExCom. 
 

John F. Sauer 
A s a long-time resident of Long Island I have enjoyed 

the outdoors through sailing, bike riding, hiking, 
and, more recently, kayaking and birding. 
     In the past most of my support for environmental 
groups has been financial: Sierra Club/John Muir Soci-
ety, several local environmental political action and 
education groups, as well as the “Friends of Acadia” 
organization (Acadia National Park is an annual vaca-
tion destination for me). 
     I have begun to move beyond just financial support: 
attending Sierra Club meetings and participating in the 
“mailing parties”, volunteering with my employer’s Pine 
Barrens Tree Planting program, and helping clean  
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Long Island Sierra Club Executive Committee Elections  
The following individuals were selected by the Nominating Committee to run for election to its Executive 
Committee for a term of two years. Each person was invited to provide a brief statement. Please vote for up 
to 5 candidates by filling out the ballot and returning it by December 31st of this year.  

A New Passive Nature Area Gets the Go Ahead 
By Marie Pendzich, Education & Energy Chairs 

O n Aug. 13th Secretary of 
State, Randy A. Daniels, 
Town of Hempstead Su-

pervisor Kate Murray, and State 
Senator Dean Skelos were on 
hand for the groundbreaking 
ceremony to dedicate a new 40-
acre parcel of wetland called the 
"Lido Beach Passive Nature 
Area." When completed, this 
preserve will offer recreational 
opportunities while protecting 
open space in the South Shore 
Estuary, which extends from 
Nassau to the eastern end of 

Shinnecock Bay. This was all 
part of a plan (South Shore Es-
tuary Reserve Management 
Plan) to protect and restore the 
326-mile estuary reserve, which 
is home to 1.5 million Long Is-
landers. 
 

     The Plan identifies certain 
key actions to be taken to insure 
long-term health of the estuary 
as well as protecting the mari-
time community. The priorities 
are: reduction of point and non-
point source pollution, protec-
tion and restoration of coastal 

habitats, open space preserva-
tion, improved ecosystem man-
agement, increased public use 
and stewardship. 
 

     Under Gov. Pataki’s leader-
ship, over 70 state-assisted pro-
jects have been completed or are 
underway to improve the health 
of the South Shore Estuary. The 
state provided a $50,000 match-
ing grant while the DEC and the 
Town of Hempstead entered into 
an agreement for management of 
the site. 
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Mailing Instructions 
      
Vote for up to 5 candidates by plac-
ing an “X” or a check mark in the 
circle under Ballot 1. Ballot 2 is to 
be used for a joint membership. 
Each member should cast a vote.   
 
Your address label with your name 
and address crossed out should re-
main to verify that the ballot is being 
submitted by a Sierra Club member.  
  
     Mail the ballot to:   
  Sierra Club 
 c/o ExComm Election 
 P.O. Box 210  
 Syosset, NY 11791-0201 

Ballot 1 
 
  Martha Lee Evans O 
  Bobbie Josepher O 
  John Sauer O 
  Marjorie Schnier O 
  Rea Schnittman O 
 
Vote for up to 5 Candidates 
 

Ballot 2 
 

 Martha Lee Evans O 
 Bobbie Josepher O 
 John Sauer O 
 Marjorie Schnier O 
 Rea Schittman O 
 
Vote for up to 5 Candidates 

 

Important:  Single membership use one ballot 
Joint membership use both ballots 

 
Ballot must be received by December 31, 2003 

Long Island Sierra Club Executive Committee Ballot 

Long Island Sierra Club Executive Committee Elections continued 

The following individuals were selected by the Nominating Committee to run for election to its Executive 
Committee for a term of two years. Each person was invited to provide a brief statement. Please vote for up 
to 5 candidates by filling out the ballot and returning it by December 31st of this year.  
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beaches in the Annual International Coastal Cleanup 
Day. 
     I’m ready and willing to become more active with 
our club and would welcome the opportunity to serve 
on the Executive Committee. 
 

Marjorie Schnier 
E nvironmentalism is an important part of my life. 

I have served as the newsletter editor for the 
past 2-1/2 years, and been a member of the Execu-
tive Committee for two years. I have also learned to 
take a statewide perspective by being one of three 
L.I. representatives to the Atlantic Chapter. 
     For many years I was a “silent member,” of the 
Sierra Club: simply sending in my dues check. But 
by serving these past 2-1/2 years I have come to 
believe that public awareness and education are 
paramount to effecting change. I have attempted to 
use the newsletter to inform and educate our mem-
bers regarding environmental issues and their solu-
tions, to encourage conservation of our natural re-
sources, and to motivate our membership to take a 
more active role in environmental protection. 

 

     To learn more about my position on issues e-mail me 
at marjesch@netzero.net. I would appreciate your sup-
port. 
 

Rea Schnittman 
I  am actively committed to protecting the natural envi-

ronment both individually and through my efforts with 
the Sierra Club. I have achieved the latter by supporting 
activities in which the Sierra Club is involved. I have been 
a member of the Executive Committee and served as Sec-
retary for the past 4 years, and have been a club member 
since 1996.  Since that time, in addition to attending 
meetings to keep abreast of current issues, I have tabled 
many events, represented the club at various meetings, 
written to political representatives, and signed numerous 
petitions on issues of environmental concern. I have also 
participated in social activities, interpretive walks, and 
informal get-togethers.  
     As a member of the Executive Committee, I have be-
come directly involved in the discussion and decision-
making aspect of issues of environmental importance. I 
again seek your support by asking you to vote for me. 
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