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FOUR SPRING COMMUNITY MEETINGS THIS SEASON! - SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS

ENVIRONMENTALIST OF THE YEAR AWARDS LUNCHEON
Honoring New York Communities for Change - Suffolk Chapter

Saturday, March 21, 2015, from 1:00-4:00pm 
Seatuck’s Scully Estate in Islip, NY

Please join us for our 33rd Annual Environmentalist of the Year Awards 
Luncheon and Ceremony. 

This year our recipient is an organization rather than an individual.
Accepting on behalf of New York Communities for Change – 
Sonya Black and Lucas Sanchez, Community Organizers - New York Communities for Change (NYCC)
Organized and energized the local Brentwood and Central Islip communities, surrounding Roberto Clemente Park in 2014 
and demanded testing of the toxic materials dumped in the park.

NYCC lead the community and government agencies in having the illegal dump site monitored and ultimately cleaned.  
They continue to follow up and coordinate with the NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation and county agencies to as-
sure that a complete cleanup is accomplished and the park is restored to a safe environ-
ment for all.

The luncheon will be held at the beautiful Scully Estate. From the late 1880’s until the 
early part of the 20th century, the 70-acre estate was part of Windholme Farm, a nearly 
300-acre “gentleman’s farm” that also included the 200-acre Seatuck National Wildlife 
Refuge on the east side of South Bay Avenue. Inspired by a French chateau, the house 
at Scully (which was named Wereholme) was built in 1917. 

All are welcome, with a suggested donation of $20. Please RSVP by March 7th to Ann 
Aurelio at SmileyAnn21@Verizon.net or call 631-567-1937. Send checks to PO Box 
172 West Sayville, NY 11796-0172

DIRECTIONS TO ENVIRONMENTALIST OF THE YEAR LUNCHEON:
Seatuck Wildlife Refuge Center (Scully Estate), 
550 So. Bay Ave., Islip, NY 11751 (631) 581-6908.
From Southern State Pkwy Exit 43 south, or Sunrise Hwy. Exit 45 south. 
Take Islip Ave. (Route 111) south to Montauk Hwy. (Main Street). Turn right at Main 
St/New York 27A W. (On Main Street you will see The Town of Islip’s Town Hall build-
ing.) Turn left at So. Bay Ave. Destination is about a mile from Main Street on the right side.
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Letter from the Chair
By Jane Fasullo
On January 20th, the executive commit-
tee of the Long Island group of the Sierra 
Club elected me as your new chair. 

I take the place of Mark Kinnucan. Mark 
has a keen sense of how to work with 
people and how to motivate them to 
make positive contributions to the goals 
of the club. If you’ve had the opportunity 
to hear Mark speak, or if you’ve read his 
newsletter column, you know how effectively he communi-
cates and how relevant and meaningful his thoughts are. Mark’s 
leadership as group chair will be missed. I will do my best to fill 
his shoes but it will not be easy. 

I will do my best to encourage executive committee decisions 
that reflect what you would expect from your local group 
leaders. Feel free to contact me, or one of the other executive 
committee members, with your thoughts, opinions, questions, 
feedback, or to become more involved. A list of lead volunteers 
is at the left. If you can’t find a person on the list who you feel 
is appropriate to your needs, contact me and I will see what I 
can do to help. 

Kenneth L. Robinson, Esq
Robinson & Associates, P.C.

35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

1(516) 496-9044
1(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:
Environmental Law 

Real Estate Transactions
Commercial Litigation

Land Use 
Last Will and Testament 

General Legal Advice

Sierra Club Member Since 1973
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SPRING COMMUNITY MEETINGS

More Than Honey Part II - The True Value Of Bees
Thursday, March 16th, 7-8:30pm (6:30 refreshments)
Amityville Public Library, corner of Oak & John Sts. (just west of Rt. 110)
Come and join the Sierra Club and Beekeeper Miguel Valentine and learn about the relationship between man-
kind and honeybees, nature and about our future. Life without the bee is unthinkable. But, between pesticides, 
antibiotics and monoculture, the queens and their workers are losing their power. Einstein once said: “If bees 
ever die out, mankind will have only four years left to live.
Directions: From north: Take Sunrise Hwy. (Rt. 27) to Rte. 110 (Broadway) south .7 mi. to 3rd traffic light (1st 
light past RR tracks). Turn right on Oak St. Library is first driveway on right. From south: Take Merrick Rd/Montauk Hwy. (Rte. 27A) to 
Rte. 110 (Broadway) north .6 mi. to 3rd traffic light (2nd light past gazebo). Turn left on Oak St. Library is first driveway on right.

Plant Your Own Designer Organic Garden
Sunday, March 29th, 1-3pm
Sands Point Preserve, 127 Middle Neck Rd., Sands Pt., Springtime Spectacular
Explore the trails and enjoy fun activities for the kids to learn about nature. Plant organic seeds with the Sierra Club. Choose your 
designer garden based on ingredients for homemade salsa, pizza toppings, green salad, or the 3 sisters-corn, squash, and beans like the 
Native American’s diet. We will have information about organic food and how to avoid genetically engineered food or GMO (genetically 
modified organism). The park is open daily 8-5 Dec.-Mar. (except Christmas and New Year’s Day) and there’s an $10 fee unless you have 
a Friends of the Sands Point Preserve membership (see membership form on visitors page, below).
More info including other events and historic mansions: http://thesandspointpreserve.com/visitor-information/
Directions: From east: Rte. 495/Long Island Expressway to exit 36-Searingtown Road/Port Washington. Make a right at the light onto 
Searingtown Rd. Take Searingtown Rd. north, it will change into Port Washington Blvd. and then into Middle Neck Rd. The Preserve 
(#127) will be on the right. From west: Follow directions above, except make a left (north) onto Searington Rd.

Ending Nuclear Power: Why it Matters Now
Wednesday, April 29th, 7-9pm
Cold Spring Harbor Library and Environmental Center
95 Harbor Road, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724, 631-692-6820
Our guest speaker will be Gail Payne on: Ending Nuclear Power: Why it Matters Now
Gail Payne of the S.C. Nuclear Free Campaign, who recently attended the National Summit for a Nuclear-Free Future, will give an update 
on the state of nuclear power and how it particularly affects Long Island. On the negative side: Long Island is surrounded by five nuclear 
power reactors: one, the oldest in the U.S., was relicensed through 2029, another through 2025, and the other three may soon be reli-
censed for another few decades; the Indian Point reactors kills endangered short-nose sturgeon in the Hudson, and if it melts down we 
are trapped. On the positive side, we have cleaner energy options, and Indian Point may close if the people speak up and push for it.
Directions : from the east take Northern State Parkway to exit 42N, merge onto Deforest Road No.continue on Country Road 35N. Con-
tinue on County Road slight right on Country Road, slight left on West Main Street, name changes to Harbor Road. Library is on a hill 
on your left.
From LIE: Exit 49 North to Route 110. Proceed approximately 5 miles to Main Street in Huntington (Rte 25A). Turn left. When road 
splits with Lawrence Hill Road stay to the right. Proceed through downtown Cold Spring Harbor.Route 25A becomes Harbor Road.
From West Northern State Parkway: Exit 40 North to Route 110. Follow above directions.
Light refreshments served. 

John Muir - Sierra Club Founder, American Naturalist, Author, 
And Early Advocate Of Preservation Of Wilderness In The United States.
Wed., May 13, 2015, 7pm
At the Unitarian Society, 28 Brentwood Rd Bay Shore.  More info at 631-661-1278 Film, lecture and discussion 
and updates on club activities. Open to all. Light refreshments to follow.
Directions :Sunrise Highway to Exit 44 South/Brentwood Road. Go south on Brentwood Road, over the 
railroad tracks and across Union Boulevard. It is a small building - a house converted to congregational use - on the west side of the 
street, between Union Boulevard and Montauk Highway. The church entrance is on the left side of the building on your left.
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Mar 7, Sat - E  - Hike Caumsett State Park, Lloyd Harbor  Noon
4 miles, 1.5 - 2 hrs, moderately paced, hilly hike on woodsy trails and paved 
paths in this scenic park, north of Huntington in Lloyd Harbor. Starting at 
the kiosk, walk to the bathrooms, to the mansion, down the hill past the 
heart shaped pond, and to the shoreline. Follow the bay before turning into 
the woods and back up to the cars. With good weather and not too much 
wind we should see lots of freshwater, saltwater and woodland birds which 
we’ll identify with the help of my nature guide. We will also look for signs 
of wildlife and identify what we can. Rain / snow cancel. Address: 25 Lloyd 
Harbor Rd, Lloyd Harbor. Leader: Jane Fasullo

Mar 11, Wed - E  - Hike - Wertheim NWR, Shirley  1:30pm
Join Sierra Club leader Jane Fasullo and L.I. Greenbelt leader Karen Weber 
for this 3 plus mile, easy, flat walk in beautiful Wertheim National Wildlife 
Refuge on the Carmans River. As you walk the trails, view the river, discuss 
the natural plants and birds (A nature guidebook will be available) and the 
changes that have taken place over time. There will be an option to do more 
miles. Bathrooms in the greeting center along with educational displays of 
the refuge. Rain cancels. Meet at the visitor center at 360 Smith Rd, Shirley. 
Leader: Jane Fasullo

Mar 14, Sat. Trailview    Noon
5- 6 mi., max. 3 hrs.with a stop, hilly, moderately strenuous for those in 
good physical condition. Enjoy friendly conversation as you explore the 
awesome natural beauty of Trailview State Park. Sierra Club members and 
friends will join with people from other groups. Bring a beverage. Snack 
suggested. Wear layers to adjust for the weather. Bathrooms in the Stop 
and Shop on Rte. 25 (Jericho Tpk.) in Woodbury just west of the trail head. 
Use address 8101 Jericho Tpke, Woodbury for the Stop & Shop. You Must 
Register by leaving your phone number with Len an hour or more before 
the hike. Leader: Len.

Mar. 15, Sun. - E - Montauk Point & Camp Hero                                             Noon
Approx. 6 miles, rolling, moderate pace with steps. Must call leader Paul 
to get permission to attend or sign up on the LITE Meet up web site. At-
tendance limited to 15. From the lighthouse, follow undulating paths along 
the water with overlooks from which you can see surf birds, fishermen 
and possibly surfers. At Camp Hero you’ll see remnant World War II gun 
emplacements, signs explaining the Camp’s military history, a decommis-
sioned US Air Force radar station, and WWII barracks area. Restrooms 
available at our resting and turn around point. Return on a trail through 
the woods, over several streams on wooden bridges, and back to the beach. 
Meet in the Lighthouse upper parking lot ($8/car or free with an Empire 
Pass). Restrooms will be open in the neighboring lower lot. Dress for the 
weather. Bring hydration, tick repellent and sun protection especially for 
your eyes. Binoculars suggested. Rain cancels. Leader Paul Ziems.

Mar 24, Tue - E  - Hike - Laurel Ridge/Setauket Woods  Noon
2 - 2.5 miles, 1 - 1.5 hr., mixed rolling and flat. Our path will take us on a 
mix of hiking and biking trails to the oil storage tanks where you’ll hear 
about the unique reason this land is protected, then on to the high tension 
power lines where we’ll see some of L.I.’s sand and sun loving plants. We 
should see the early shoots of many plants that inhabit the oak forest on 
our way back to our cars. Rain cancels. Park by my red Prius on the East 
(right) side of Belle Meade Road toward the north end. Leader: Jane Fasullo 

Mar. 28, Sat. - E  - Hike – Sunken Meadow State Park, Kings Park  10 am
Registration with North Shore Land Alliance’s Jane Jackson is required: 
jjackson@northshorelandalliance.com or 516-626-0908. Join L. I. Botani-
cal Society’s Rich Kelly for a late winter/early spring plant and bird walk in 
this beautiful state park by the Nissequogue River. The walk will be at most 
2.5 miles in 3 hours. We’ll do loops so some folks can “cut out” at various 
times. Suggested: binoculars, field guides and a magnifying glass for close-
up views of nature’s beauty. Wear comfortable, weather-suitable clothes. 
Shoes for flat, dry terrain are good.  A parking fee of $8/car MAY apply but 
not likely. Leader: Jane Fasullo

Mar 29, Sun. - E  - Hike - Blydenburgh County Park  1:30 pm
Registration required with Jan at beachtowel1@verizon.net. Join Jan (Yahn) 
Porinchak for a ramble around “Stump Pond” to look for signs of Spring. 
A Sierra Club naturalist, Jan will discuss the many plants and animals that 
will be encountered on this 5 mile hike which is in one of western Suffolk 
County’s most scenic parks. Leave 3 hours. Adults only. Meet at the boat 
rental concession stand, in the parking lot on the left, accessed from the 
south entrance to the park off route 347 across from the county buildings. 
Leader: Jan Porinchak

Apr 11, Sat - E  - Hike - Belmont Lake St Pk.  Noon
2 hrs., moderate pace, flat, 5 mile. This 400 acre property houses the L. I. 
State Park Commission headquarters in the stately white wood building. 
Signs by the building tell a bit of the history of the park. The oak/pine forest 
of the park is amongst the best in this part of the US. The dam created lake 
is a critical stop over for birds, especially ducks, in migration season. Using 
a field guide we’ll identify as many as we can. Bathrooms should be open. 
Entrance Fee of $8/car may apply (free with an Empire pass). Use exit 38 
of Southern State Pky., accessible on the westbound side only.  Meet on the 
parking lot side of the bathroom building.  Leader: Jane Fasullo.

Apr. 12, Sun - E  - Hike - Birch Creek/Spinney Rd., Flanders  1 pm
5+/- mi., 2 hours, slightly rolling, moderate pace in an oak forest with 2 
or more ponds. During stops to let people in back catch up, learn about 
summer ticks & chiggers, the importance of this area to L.I. wildlife and 
our drinking water, the value of natural fires, and who lives here (plants 

Outings and Events
Note:  More informationabout events, additions or cancellations: www.LiSierraClub.org, mouse over “events” and click on “calendar”. 
Registrationwith the leader at least one hour before is strongly advised. Please call back if you can’t attend. Read descriptions carefully.
YOU PARTICIPATE AT YOUR OWN RISK.
For all hikes:1 - bring a beverage, 2 - dress in layers, 3 - wear appropriate footwear, 4 - heavy rain or snow cancels, and 5 - pace is 
moderate unless stated otherwise. “E” means an event has at least three brief two-five minute stops for educational purposes and 
information sharing along the way. Leaders: Jane (631-689-1568), Len (LN56789@gmail.com), Jan (beachtowel1@verizon.net or 
631-327-1268), Paul (631-70-6497 or wpziems@optonline.net).  
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and animals) while listening for the sounds of nature. We’ll pass at least 
two ponds. Bring tick repellent. No bathrooms. Park at Spinney Rd. on 
the S. side of County Rte. 24, East of Long Neck Rd. and West of the police 
station.

Apr 18, Sat. - E  - Hike - Connetquot River State Park, Great River 10:30 am
9 mi., flat, 4 hrs. Permission of leader required! From Veterans Hwy. (Route 
454), follow the blue trail past the old chicken farm buildings, the main 
(largest) pond, the grist mill, and stop at the old mansion for a break. Bath-
rooms should be open. Return via the yellow trail to the fish hatchery. As 
you view the structures and ponds, learn why the hatchery was closed and 
when it is likely to reopen. Walk up the river, past some fishing platforms 
and cross at Bunces Bridge to the Green or Blue trail then back to the cars. 
Dress for the weather. Bring a beverage. Tick repellant strongly advised. 
Rain cancels.The parking area is on Veterans Memorial Highway (rte. 454), 
just east of the traffic light at Connetquot Road. Permission required! Lead-
er: Paul Ziems.

Apr 26, Sun - E  - Hike - Quogue Wildlife Refuge  Noon
I have been here before but could get “side tracked”. If I don’t, we’ll cover 3 - 
4 miles in 1.5 -2 hrs on flat terrain in the pine barrens. In addition to seeing 
the seeps and ponds, you’ll see the caged animals that were “found”, most 
injured, and “fixed up” but can’t be returned to the wild right away, if ever. 
The preserve is 300 acres with surface waters, sand, and forest. Binoculars 
will help you see who’s on the pond. And be sure to visit the main education 
center. Leader: Jane Fasullo. Address: 3 Old Country Rd, Quogue. Leader: 
Jane Fasullo

May 2, Sat - E  - Hike - Avalon Park, Stony Brook  9:30 am
3 plus hilly miles, 1.5 hrs. Starting at the Stony Brook gristmill (restored) 
and pond, follow the boardwalk to the stone steps up to the small, man-
made pond, a labyrinth with a monument (learn why it’s here), and a rho-
dodendron viewing platform. Cross Rhododendron La. to hilly woodlands, 
open fields and transition zones where vines, shrubs, and small trees pro-
vide a rich habitat for upland birds (lots of berries and seeds). During stops 
to let people catch up, learn about the animals and plants that live here. 
Look to see who’s visiting the pond on the way back. Bathrooms are in 
a shop 5 minutes away. Meet in front of the grist mill on Harbor Rd. (off 
Main St.) at the north end of the mill pond in Stony Brook. Leader: Jane 
Fasullo.

May 10, Sun - E  - Hike - Muttontown Preserve, off 25A, E. Norwich           1 pm
3 - 4 mi., 1.5 - 2 hrs., rolling & flat, moderate pace. Cover this 550 acre plot 
of fields, woodlands, ponds and estate grounds in Nassau County’s largest 
nature preserve and one of the most beautiful settings on Long Island. Hear 
about the mansion and its ruins and learn about some of the native and 
non-native plants on the grounds. Bathrooms probably not open. Recent 
rain will mean wet and slippery ground - wear appropriate shoes. Park at 
the end of Muttontown LANE (not Road!), South off 25A in East Norwich. 
Leader: Jane Fasullo

May 16, Sat - E  - Bicycle - West Hampton Beach  11 am
Approx 14 mi at 7-11 mph., paved roads with little traffic, beginner friend-
ly, 2 plus hrs. Bicycle local roads with little traffic to the barrier island to 
see the rebuilt section of beach taken out by storms and now filled with 
homes. Learn how the storms remove the land and what is done by whom 
to rebuild beaches. View the bay and the ocean from a raised platform at a 
park / beach stop. Learn how the barrier beach and back bays were formed, 
and why the bays have been important to humans. Helmet required. Bring 
a beverage, sun protection, and clothes for the weather conditions. The 

(small) town is about ½ mile from the end of the ride. High wind may force 
the route to change. Rain cancels. Meet in the parking lot of the Elementary 
school on the west side of ONeck La. just south of the intersection with Mill 
Road and diagonally across from the Westhampton Middle School. Leader: 
Jane Fasullo

May 17, Sun - E  - Hike - Caleb Smith St. Pk., Smithtown  1 pm
A mix of hills and level trails, 3 miles, 2  hours. This beautiful preserve 
totals 543 acres, and features a variety of habitats including freshwater wet-
lands, ponds, streams, fields and upland woods. It is home to many ani-
mals whose evidence we will try to find, and a wide variety of trees, shrubs, 
wildflowers and ferns. We’ll identify as many as we can using field guides 
to help us. Beverage recommended. Heavy rain cancels. Parking fee of $8/
car or free with Empire pass. Address: 581 W Jericho Tpke, Smithtown. 
Leader: Jane Fasullo

May 27, Wed.  YOGA - Bayard Cutting Arboretum, Great River  10:30 am
Join one of our newest outing leaders, Dona Squires, for a “Back to Na-
ture: Taking Yoga Outdoors” class at beautiful Bayard Cutting Arboretum. 
Dona is a certified yoga instructor who will lead you through this 1 hour, 
beginner friendly class. Inspired by nature, the class will include basic yoga 
postures, balancing, stretching, and strengthening poses that will warm 
your body and awaken your mind. The class begins at 10:30am on the Oak 
Park lawn (across from the Manor House). The Arboretum offers a peace-
ful setting filled with beautiful trees and plants from all over the world. 
Parking is free before Memorial Day on weekdays. Bring: (1) A yoga mat 
(recommended but not necessary), (2) Hydration (water preferred), (3) eye 
and sun protection, (4) wear comfortable, stretchy, layered clothes. RAIN 
cancels.   Leader: Dona Squires (516) 449-4332. 

May 30, Sat - E   - Kayak - Port Jefferson Hbr.  Noon
Explore Port Jeff Harbor, Pirates Cove and Mc Allister Park by kayak. Start-
ing at the beach at the furthest possible end of the driveway behind the BIG 
RED community center on east Main Street (east of Danford’s Inn), paddle 
to Pirates cove. If boat traffic and the wind are light, cross to the Old Field 
peninsula or paddle into the Sound. On this paddle, learn some of the his-
tory of the harbor, it’s people, and the mines at Pirates Cove. And take time 
to find shells on the beach to try to identify. Also identify the birds we see. 
Leave 3 hours. Bring water and a snack for the beach stop. Dress for the 
weather! A Floatation devise MUST be WORN. Rain, high winds and sig-
nificant waves cancel. For rentals try http://www.danfords.com/package/
kayak-and-paddle-board-rentals/If this is insufficient, try calling Danford’s 
(1-800-332-6367) or Snow Shed (631-473-2572). Leader: Jane Fasullo. 

May 31, Sun - E  - Bicycle - Manorville  10 am
10 mi., 1.5 hrs., slightly rolling, paved but lightly traveled roads, pace of 
7 - 14 mph. Our loop is mostly through Pine Barrens land containing pitch 
pine and oak. Stretch your legs on a short walk off River Road to a field 
and pond, south of the Grumman Property. Discuss this watery habitat 
and its surrounding low lying land. Then stop again at the upper reaches of 
the Peconic River off Connecticut Avenue to see some early, and probably 
unripe, blueberries. Discuss the importance of the Grumman property, the 
ponds, and the open fields to the wildlife, especially the Eastern Bluebird. 
Distance will vary depending on the heat and the endurance of the leader 
and riders. Helmet required. No rentals. Meet at the west end of the King 
Kullen shopping center behind the McDonalds at CR111 &Chapman Blvd. 
(just south of L.I.E. exit 70). Rain cancels. Leader: Jane Fasullo.
Fasullo.
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Sierra Club’s Summit For A Nuclear Free Future
By Nuclear Committee Chair,  Gail Payne
On November 14-16, I attended the Summit for a Nuclear Free Future, organized by Sierra Club’s Nuclear Free Campaign.  
The main topics were: Why end nuclear power? What are the obstacles to that goal? and What are some recent successes and lessons 
learned for future action?

But why should we Long Islanders care? After all, thanks to the efforts of earlier activists, there is no nuclear power on Long Island. 
However, we are threatened by five old reactors that surround us: Indian Point 2 & 3, Millstone 2 & 3, and Oyster Creek (the oldest in  
the country). 

Indian Point (IP) is close to NYC and the densely populated west end of Long Island. Unless you own a boat, evacuation would be both 
dangerous and nearly impossible.

IP’s owner is fighting to run the two operating reactors for another 20 years. Governor Cuomo and former NRC head Jaczko both want IP 
shut. Economics are also in our favor: Nuclear is proving to be extremely expensive, especially when disposal and disasters and are included.

Top Reasons To Shut IP ASAP:
1. “Spent Fuel”: IP’s on-site storage pools of highly radioactive “spent fuel” rods are dangerously overcrowded with 1500 tons from 40 

years of operation. The pools require cooling pumps which require electric power, either from the grid or emergency backup power. If 
both fail, the water boils off and the rods overheat and catch fire, sending radiation into the air to land as fallout. IP’s pools have over 
five times as much dangerous Cesium-137 as in all above-ground nuclear bomb tests combined.  (See Cesium inventory chart and 
references on our website: LISierraClub.org > Causes > Nuclear Power.)

2. Earthquake: In 2010, the NRC concluded that IP is the most likely nuke plant in the U.S.  to experience core damage due to an 
earthquake. According to Columbia U., IP is just north of two newly discovered fault lines and a 7.0 earthquake is “quite possible”. IP 
can handle only a 6.1 magnitude quake.

3. Safety: The NRC has granted IP so many safety exemptions in the last ten years that an NRC spokesman says he couldn’t possibly re-
count them all. Proponents claim that nuclear power has “defense in depth” with redundant safety backups. Nevertheless, the world 
has averaged one nuclear reactor disaster every seven years, and there have been many more leaks and close calls.

March 11, 2015 marks four years since the latest disaster, at Fukushima, began. Radioactive isotopes continue to pour into the 
Pacific, and Japan is overwhelmed by radioactive waste. Thyroid cancer in Fukushima province is 40 times what it was. And the 
disaster is probably worse than we know: The Japanese utility TEPCO has been repeatedly caught hiding negative information. The 
Japanese government enacted a State Secrets Law in 2013; it prohibits doctors from attributing any illness to Fukushima radiation 
and restricts news to that which the State approves.

4. Evacuation: A New York State report concluded that the evacuation plan for IP is based on shaky assumptions and won’t protect the 
public. A subsequent federal study also found serious problems, especially the risk of a terror attack on the spent fuel pools. And the 
plan (per NRC rules) only covers people living within ten miles. By comparison, after the Fukushima disaster, the NRC told Americans 
within 50 miles to evacuate. Within 50 miles of IP live twenty million Americans. Where would we go? How would we live.

5. Money: Homeowner’s insurance does not cover radioactive contamination. 

6. Water: New York City’s most important drinking water reservoir lies fifteen miles from IP.

7. Health: Normal operations release over 100 different man-made radioisotopes into the air. Several studies worldwide have linked 
“unexplained” rises in childhood leukemia and cancer with proximity to a nuclear power plant. Independent studies of Three Mile 
Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima reveal significant health consequences, extending beyond cancer to include birth defects, infant 
mortality, hypothyroidism, lower IQ and heart disease.

8. Environmental Justice: Women and children are much more sensitive to health effects from radiation than men; yet the “permissible” 
dose is based on the “Reference Man”, a healthy 20-30 year old white male. For a given dose, newborn girls face seven times the cancer 
risk of the Reference Man. Note that “permissible” does not mean “safe”, as there is no safe exposure level of radiation (the “Linear No 
Threshold” model). Tens of thousands of abandoned uranium mines in the Southwest continue to sicken Native Americans.

9. Climate Change: … and nuclear power don’t mix. In order for nuclear power to have an impact on Climate Change, we would 
need to build a reactor per week for the next 30 years. However, Climate Change will bring more extreme weather –  more 100-year 
storms and more floods  – making it more difficult to safely operate or shut down a nuclear plant.
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Nuclear is not carbon free as often claimed. Why consider only the carbon produced by an operating reactor? Hurricanes are not 
very destructive if we only look at the eye. On both ends of the nuclear fuel cycle, and on both ends of the life cycle of the plant itself, 
nuclear power produces plenty of carbon . . .

… and other, more fearsome pollutants. Atmospheric carbon is a problem, but it’s manageable. We know how to mitigate carbon, 
with simple, incremental steps. But we have no clue how to safely store radioactive isotopes for a million plus years. Any proposed 
geological repository cannot be tested. The U.S. Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP), built to isolate rad-waste for 10,000 years, began 
leaking into the environment within 15 years. To switch from generating carbon to generating radwaste is like jumping out of the 
proverbial frying pan and into the fire.

10.  Alternatives: We don’t need the juice. Indian Point represents 12.5% of the electricity generating capacity in downstate New York. 
California conserved more than that in six months. If they can do it, we can too. We have the technology to get all our power from 
less costly renewables and efficiency. 

Obstacles
Unfortunately, not everyone recognizes the dangers and embraces the alternatives. The NRC, our only watchdog, 
appears to be captured by the industry it regulates.
•	 The nuclear industry is spending millions in PR to resuscitate the “nuclear renaissance”: to restructure policy around nuclear, create 

preference for outdated “base load” power (flexibility is what matters now), classify nuclear as “clean” and lobby for new subsidies.

•	 IP’s original licenses expired, but the NRC may renew them and meanwhile allows operation without a license. During the relicens-
ing process, the NRC refused to consider earthquake risk or evacuation problems!

•	 The NRC has relicensed 75% of U.S. reactors for 20 years beyond their original 40-year design life. After Fukushima, the NRC  
proposed safety upgrades for U.S. reactors, but recently delayed their implementation for years.

•	 In 2014, The EPA proposed new rules as part of its “Clean Power Plan” to reduce carbon emissions from power plants. However, due 
to lobbying from the industry, they count nuclear as “carbon-free generation” and are including other lifelines to the industry.

•	 In 2014, the NRC released a generic Environmental Impact Statement which defined the on-site storage of spent fuel for 160 years as 
the “long term” solution, even though this waste will be dangerous for far longer and we still don’t have – and may never have –  
a real long-term repository. It then resumed issuing licenses for reactors.

A Recent Sucess Story: How Citizens Shut Down Vermont Yankee
In 2013, Entergy announced that it would close the Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant, just 17 months after the NRC granted a 20-year 
license extension. How did it happen? Death by a thousand cuts. People from many environmental groups put aside their differences and 
met regularly to strategize. These groups held many different kinds of direct actions; made events fun by including music, food and art; got a 
good investigative journalist on board; exposed Entergy’s dishonesty; and raised money to hire a lobbyist. They educated the public; got local 
TV stations to cover the issue; and spread the message about jobs: efficiency and renewable provide many more jobs than nuclear power.

What to Do
•	 Join the Sierra Club’s Nuclear Free Campaign: “We envision an energy efficient world, powered by clean, renewable  technologies, 

free from dirty, dangerous, costly nuclear power and its legacy of toxic waste.”  
Read more at: sierraclub.org/nuclear-free-future-campaign.

•	 Contact the NRC to demand that the spent fuel rods be taken out of the pools and stored more safely in Hardened On-Site Storage, 
in concrete “dry casks”.

•	 Petition the NRC and EPA to change its permissible dose levels to account for the most vulnerable among  us, rather than the  
Reference Man”.

•	 Write to your representatives.

•	 We can reduce our demand for nuclear and fossil-fuel energy. We can increase efficiency, increase renewable energy, reduce animal  
agriculture, and reduce our consumption overall. We can counter carbon in common-sense ways: plant more trees, green our rooftops. 

We are fortunate to live near such natural beauty as the Long Island beaches, ____  (insert favorite L.I. spot on the line), the Hudson  
Valley, and the river that Pete Seeger and others worked so hard to clean up. It would be poor stewardship if they were all declared an 
Exclusion Zone.

“The more you learn about Indian Point, the more you know it must close.” –  Robert Kennedy Jr.
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Take Action Against LNG
By Ann Aurelio

What is LNG? It is liquefied natural gas compressed and chilled to minus 260 degrees. It is clear, colorless and extremely 
volatile. Even minor leakage could cause an explosion, for as soon as the gas hits the air it because flammable. Why should we 
oppose it? The answer is for several reasons. It will keep us from moving forward on clean renewable energy. It is still a pollut-
ing fossil fuel. Also, an LNG terminal can be used for a terrorist target. USCG (US Coast Guard) states they do not have the 
manpower to protect it. Have you heard of Port Ambrose? This is a proposal to put a deepwater terminal in the waters near 
NY Harbor.  It would be just south of Jones Beach, NY and east of Monmouth Beach, NJ. It would be connected to an offshore 
pipeline just south of Atlantic Beach, NY. This is a similar proposal to the one in 2011 just a name change and slight change 
in location. What can you do to stop this? Contact Gov. Cuomo, both he and Gov. Christie of NJ have veto power to stop this. 
Both have been silent on this particular proposal.

On January 7, 2015 the clock started ticking once again and the US Maritime (MARAD) along with the US Coast Guard 
(USCG) opened up this proposal for public comment. There was a hearing at the JFK Hilton, in Jamaica NY with hundreds 
of people attending. About 99% were in opposition to this project. You are still in time to have your voice heard. We must 
flood MARAD with our comments by March 16, 2015. You can do so in several ways. Write, Dept. of Transportation, Docket 
Management Facility, West Building, Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590-
0001.Docket number is USCG-2013-0363. Or call 202-366-9329, or the fax number is 202-493-2251, and the Web site for 
electronic submissions or for electronic access to docket contents is:http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=US
CG-2013-0363-1083

The comment period has been extended to March 16 although they have not changed the date to reflect that on their website. 
I hope you will help us defeat this project.


