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Vote for your Executive Committee Members! See page 7

Cross Country Ski Trip to Jackson, New Hampshire
January 18-21, 2013

Please join us for our annual ski weekend at the Eagle Mountain House, a wonderful old Victorian inn in the 
White Mountains of New Hampshire. Amenities include a sauna, hot tub, pool, library, game room, large lobby 
with fireplace, two dining rooms and a cozy tavern. Activities include cross country skiing, downhill skiing, 
snowshoeing, ice skating, sleigh rides, and the outlets of North Conway. Included in the price of $399 is bus 
transportation, lodging, three breakfasts, two dinners, two ski 
passes, and all taxes and gratuities. 
To register, send a check for the full amount of $399, payable 
to Sierra Club Long Island Group, to True Hampton, 26 Revere 
Rd., Port Washington, NY 11015 by December 15, 2012. Be sure 
to include a self-addressed stamped envelope and your phone 
number. No refund for cancellation after December 15, unless 
a replacement can be found. If we do not have 40 participants 
by December 15, the trip will be cancelled and all checks will be 
returned. Questions? Please contact the trip leader, True Hampton 
(516-883-7850 or 516-835-7689).

Events for members and the community:
Restoration Farm CSA Tour and Talk–Why Buy Organic?
Saturday, December 15th, 11:00am-1:00pm, Restoration Farm, Old Bethpage Village
Restoration Farm was founded in 2007 by husband and wife team Daniel Holmes and Caroline Fanning. The 
seven-acre farm is leased from Nassau County at the Old Bethpage Village Restoration, a living history museum 
that recreates 19th century life on Long Island. Fresh vegetables, berries, herbs, flowers, eggs, and poultry are avail-
able to the public through a CSA (community supported agriculture) program and weekly farm stand. More info, 
events, and farmstand hours: restorationfarm.com.
Directions: From west (from east follow directions but turn left on Round Swamp Rd.): Take Long Island Expressway 
(495) to Round Swamp Rd. (Exit 48). After merging onto 495 service road, turn right at 1st light onto Round Swamp 
Rd. Turn left at 1st light to continue on Round Swamp Rd. Turn left at 3rd light onto Bethpage-Sweethollow Rd. (Old 
Bethpage Rd. on the right). Make 1st possible left, directly across from Claremont Rd. Look for green “Restoration 
Farm” sign. This is the back gate to the farm. Park outside gate (please be sure not to block gate).

Film Showing: Blue Gold/World Water Wars
Saturday, February 9th, 2:30-4:30, Emma Clark Library, Setauket
A line is crossed as water becomes a commodity. The film traces numerous worldwide examples of people fighting 
for their basic right to water. Q&A on Long Island’s drinking water will follow. Light refreshments will be served 
(please bring your own coffee mug if possible). Bring used toner, batteries, and cell phones for recycling.
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Letter from the Chair
By Mark Kinnucan

As I write this in mid-Novem-
ber, the 2012 Presidential elec-
tion is less than a week past, and 
much of the political discussion 
in the country concerns the Fed-
eral deficit and what to do about 
it. Oftentimes this discussion is 
framed in terms of the burden the debt is supposedly 
creating for our grandchildren.  However, as economist 
Dean Baker puts it, “Climate change, not the national 
debt, is the legacy we should care about.” (http://www.
guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/nov/08/climate-
change-national-debt-legacy)  

In my last letter I wrote about the conflict between  the 
need to confront global warming and the paradigm of 
economic growth, in particular the need for full employ-
ment.  In this installment, I would like to highlight some 
of the ideas that have been put forward for crafting so-
lutions to this paradox. Collectively, these solutions are 
characterized by such terms as “Beyond Growth,” “De-
growth,” or “The New Economy.”

What is progress? The way economic progress gets 
measured constitutes a fundamental issue in confronting 
the growth paradigm.   Since gross domestic product and 
related measures do not capture important aspects of so-
cietal well-being, better measures have been sought.   Such 
a measure might augment economic production with in-
dices of natural resources depletion, income inequality, 
and perceived quality of life, among others.  Getting poli-
cymakers to adopt a broader measure is, needless to say, 
a challenge, so it is noteworthy that the state of Maryland 
has begun to track its Genuine Progress Index (http://
www.green.maryland.gov/mdgpi/).

Who do you work for? Another area of focus for 
transitioning to a new economy has been the nature 
and governance of corporations: can we move beyond 
profit maximization as a singular corporate goal? To this 
end, several states have passed laws allowing for a dis-
tinct corporate structure called the benefit corporation, 
which environmental and societal goals are an explicit 
component of their charters (http://www.yesmagazine.
org/new-economy/californias-new-triple-bottom-line).  
Benefit corporations and similar multi-objective enter-
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prises, such as cooperatives, are a drop in the bucket, 
but they point the way to a broader reform of the role of 
corporations generally.

How much do you work? If we want to use fewer re-
sources/generate less greenhouse gas emissions, while 
maintaining employment, a direct approach that has 
been suggested is to accept the benefit of increases in 
labor productivity in the form of fewer hours of work, 
rather than as increased output (http://www.julietschor.
org/2010/08/re-thinking-scale-and-growth).

Where do you work? A return to a more localized 
emphasis to commerce, exemplified by the “grow lo-
cal” and “move your money” movements, is a signature 
component of the vision for a new economy (http://
www.yesmagazine.org/new-economy/local-econo-
mies-close-the-distance-between-us). What do you do 
at work? Equally important is the push for green jobs, 
whether directly related to alternative energy/energy 
conservation or simply being green by virtue of hav-
ing a small carbon footprint: service industries, repair 

rather than manufacture, etc.
Making it all happen: Virtually all of the changes 

envisioned for the new economy require large-scale so-
cietal transformations to have a meaningful impact on 
global warming and resource depletion. Such a trans-
formation doesn’t happen by itself.  It requires

... a compelling envisioning of the world we 
would like to leave for our children and grand-
children—a new American Dream, if you will. 
When systemic change does come, it does so 
because the people agitating for change have 
painted a compelling vision of a better future...  
This new dream envisions an America where 
the pursuit of happiness is sought not in more 
getting and spending but in the growth of hu-
man solidarity, real democracy, and devotion to 
the public good...  

(www.yesmagazine.org/new-economy/building-the-
new-economy-ten-steps-we-can-take-now).

I see the role of the Sierra Club as working to make 
this dream a reality, as a legacy for our grandchildren.

Kenneth L. Robinson, Esq
Robinson & Associates, P.C.

35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

1(516) 496-9044
1(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:
Environmental Law 

Real Estate Transactions
Commercial Litigation

Land Use 
Last Will and Testament 

General Legal Advice

Sierra Club Member Since 1973

Protecting LI’s Drinking Water
Suffolk County Legislator William Spencer and Nas-

sau County Legislator Judi Bosworth are keenly aware 
that the troubles facing Long Island’s aquifer system 
are not subject to the political boundary separating the 
two Counties, so they have collaborated to convene a 
series of public hearings to discuss the problems and 
help find a regional solution to protect the sole source 
of our drinking water.

The first two hearings were held in Hauppauge and 
New Hyde Park, respectively, and a third has been 
scheduled for Dec. 5 (please visit LISierraClub.org 
for time and location details). The public is invited to 
listen and share ideas.

What will result from these hearings? Spencer was 
resolute, calling the hearings a rallying cry to action. 
Bosworth’s comments were equally strong, noting that 
New York City and others have the benefits of com-
pacts, professional agencies focused solely on safe-
guarding drinking water supplies. We deserve nothing 
less.

(Want to learn more about our Aquifer System? 
Contact the Conservation Chair: BillstegEmail@gmail.
com and stayed tuned to these pages.)
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Saturday December 8 - E 11am
Blydenburgh/Stump Pond, Smithtown

5.5- 6 mi., mostly flat, 2.5 hr around “stump” mill pond, 
moderate pace of 2.7 to 3.3 mph in upland woods and on 
boardwalks at the south end of the park. Stop a few times to 
take in the sights and learn a bit about the pond - why it was 
created, where it flows (to and from), the fish hatchery, and 
what animals and plants live in and visit the park. Compost-
ing toilets were at the start point last winter, otherwise no 
bathrooms. Meet in the parking lot at the N. park entrance at 
the W. end of New Mill Rd.  Information ** 
Sunday December 9 - E 1:30pm 

Avalon & West Farm, Stony Brook 
Interpretive, 3+ mi., hilly, with naturalist Jan Porinchak. 
Starting at the grist mill on Stony Brook’s pond, take the 
boardwalk along the pond, walk up stone steps to a small 
man-made pond, a labyrinth, a dedication monument (learn 
why it’s here), and a rhododendron viewing platform, then 
cross Rhododendron La., into hilly woodlands that open 
onto fields and transition back into woods. The transition 
zones have vines, shrubs, and small trees loved by upland 
birds because they provide shelter and food (berries and 
seeds). Stop a few times to discuss the animals and plants. 
There’s a good chance Jan will have you looking under logs 
and in the ponds to see what’s there. No bathrooms. Meet 
across the street from the grist mill on Harbor Rd (off Main 
St.) at the N. end of Stony Brook pond. Must register with Jan 
P. at least a day ahead: 631-754-3019
Saturday December 22- E 11am 

Stillwell Woods, Syosset
2.5–3 mi. in 1–1.5 hrs. Mostly flat with one short, steep sec-
tion near the water hole. Stop by the water hole to learn its 
significance for wildlife and groundwater recharge. Learn 
about the farm-to-fields-to-woods transitioning and why 
some fields remain open while others are disappearing. 
Learn about some native and non-native plants, birds that 
frequent the fields and transition zones, and look for animal 
tracks. Bathrooms may not be open. Meet at the SE end of 

the parking lot at the far right side of the preserve off South 
Woods Road. Information **
Saturday December 29 - E  11am

Lakeland & Upper Connetquot Parks, Islandia
¼ mi., slow, on boardwalks over the headwaters of the Con-
netquot River (slippery if wet), then bail out or continue with 
a moderately paced, 3.5-4 mi., level walk in upper Connet-
quot Park. To transfer between parks, we go through a RR 
underpass which may have water. Wear waterproof shoes or 
carry extra ones with you. Learn to recognize poison ivy in 
winter, identify grape and bittersweet vines, identify which 
animals are living in the woods, and how to tell which direc-
tion you are headed without a compass. Bathrooms may not 
be open. Directions: LIE exit 58 S. onto Old Nichols Rd. Left 
at the first light onto Johnson Ave. ¼ mi to Lakeland Park on 
your right. OR L.I.E. exit 59 S. onto Ocean Ave. Right onto 
Johnson Ave. Left into the park.  Information **
Saturday January 5 - E 11am

Peconic River Co. Park / Pine Trail, Ridge
4 mi. on mostly flat ground at a moderate pace through oak 
forests. Visit a series of ponds that are at the headwaters of 
the Peconic River including Peasy’s, Duck, Sandy, Stock’s 
and Grassy. Learn about the importance of the ponds for 
the many varieties of wild things found here. If the group 
wants to do more miles, we’ll add 2 mi. by following the path 
to Wading River Road. Bathrooms not available. Directions: 
Pine Trail is south off Middle Country Rd., 2 ¼ miles E. of 
William Floyd Pkwy. Information **
Sunday, January 6 11am 

Indian Island State Park, Riverhead
3 mi., flat, moderate pace. Loop the park on a path near the 
various waterways that surround the park which include the 
Peconic Bay, a cove off the bay, and the Peconic River. The 
path is mostly packed earth which meanders through up-
land trees. Bathrooms may not be open. Meet in the Indian 
Island County Park parking area. Directions: E. side of CR 
105, N. of rte. 24, S. of rte. 58, and just N. of the golf course 
exit. Information **

Outings and Events
Note: For further details on our hikes and other events, including Executive Committee meetings, 
call the L.I. Group voicemail at 516-826-0801. For additions or cancellations, please check the 
calendar on our website, www.LISierraClub.org. Wear layers and footwear appropriate for 
the weather and ground conditions. Rain, heavy snow, or snow-laden streets cancel the hike. 
Hurricane Sandy complicated trail navigation. Remember that you walk at your own risk.       
Information: call Jane: 631-689-1568         *  at least ½ hour ahead      **  at least a full hour ahead     
E - educational information will be shared along the way with up to three brief hands-on stops. Most 
walks include some environmental information, but not all stop for viewing and hands-on.
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Saturday January 12 - E  1pm
West Meadow Beach Park, Stony Brook

Interpretive, 2 mi., flat, 2 to 2.5 hrs. Hike with the Park Ranger 
and environmental educator, Eileen Gerle. Enjoy the beach 
during winter at West Meadow in Stony Brook. This interpre-
tive hike will highlight the winter beach profile, the animals 
that are seasonal visitors as well as the yearlong residents of 
the peninsula, and focus on the adaptations that allow plants 
and animals to survive the harsh winter season. Binoculars 
suggested. Be prepared for wind and walking in sand. Bath-
rooms probably closed. Directions – LIE to Nichols Rd N., ex 
2. Left at end of Nichols onto 25A. Right at first traffic onto 
Quaker Path. At stop sign after crossing Christian Ave, fork 
left onto Mount Gray Rd. About ¾ mi., left at stop sign onto 
W. Meadow Beach Rd. Right into parking lot. Left to south 
end of the lot. Information *
Saturday January 19 - E 11am

Lower Connetquot State Park, Great River
~3 mi., flat, 1.5 hrs. Starting at the mansion (bathrooms 
open??), trek the fields to the closed fish hatchery. View 
the structures and learn why it was closed. Walk along the 
river looking for trout and other species before crossing a 
man-made dam that forms the pond. Learn why the stream 
was dammed and how it changed the natural surroundings. 
Heading back, see springs and learn what causes them. Head 
to the end of the biggest pond where you’ll see and learn 
about the now defunct mill. Directions: Sunrise Hwy west-
bound, take park exit between exits 46 and 47. Sunrise Hwy 
eastbound, exit at 47A S., Oakdale-Bohemia Road. Left at 
the exit light & go over the bridge. Left onto the service road. 
Enter Sunrise going west. Look for the park sign. Meet in the 
first parking lot on your left. Information **
Sunday January 20 - E 11am

Massapequa Preserve, Massapequa
4 mi. in < 2 hrs., flat, N. side of Sunrise Hwy. Some root out-
croppings and wet spots. Take an unpaved path through the 
woods on one side of the stream, and a paved path on the 
other passing by 2 large man-made ponds. Learn the pre-
serves history and about its wild “residents” and “visitors”. 
Bathrooms near the start/end may not be open. Directions: 
Sunrise Hwy to just W. of the Massapequa RR station. Take 
Broadway under the RR trestle and immediately turn right. 
Pass through the first parking lot into the second. Meet at far 
rt. end near the park entry gate. If you park along Sunrise, 
walk under the RR, follow the path left, and take first left in 
the parking lot. Information **
Saturday February 2- E 11am

Laurel Ridge Setauket Woods
Exploratory, 2 to 3 mi., mostly short rolling hills, 1.5 hrs. 
Discover some man-made and natural things found here in-

cluding the fuel storage tanks (learn their history and how 
they helped create this park), the bike trails, the LIPA power 
line right of way (learn its importance to wild life), animal 
tracks (showing what passes through or lives here), and 
some plants. Ticks may be present so bring tick repellent. No 
bathrooms. Meet - on the E. side of Belle Meade Rd. off rte. 
347 toward the N. end (rt. side as you travel north from 347). 
You’ll see my red Hyundai. Information *  
Sunday Feb. 10 - E 10 am

Two North Shore Land Alliance Preserves, North Nassau
We will visit two North Shore Land Alliance/Nature Con-
servancy preserves on the north shore of Nassau County. 
They are the Clark Sanctuary and the James Preserve, Old 
Brookville. A person from the NSLA, who knows each pre-
serve well, will guide us and inform us about the natural 
things that make these places worth preserving and tell us 
of their history. The preserves contain freshwater wetlands, 
meadows, a kettlehole pond and hardwood forests. The land 
is mostly rolling. Bathrooms not available at the preserves. 
Due to limited parking at the preserves, we will meet in the 
parking area behind Bar Frites at Wheatley Plaza in Green-
vale and carpool. Members of the NSLA will join us. Infor-
mation and REQUIRED REGISTRATION at least one day 
ahead with Jane: 631-689-1568.
Saturday Feb. 23 - E  11am

Birch Creek & Sears Bellows Parks, Flanders
5+/- mi., slightly rolling, moderate pace in an oak forest with 
2 or more ponds. Stop a few times to let people in back catch 
up. Learn about summer ticks & chiggers, the importance of 
this area to L.I. wildlife and our drinking water, the value of 
natural fires, and who lives here (plants and animals). Dur-
ing stops, listen for the sounds of nature. We’ll pass at least 
two ponds. Ticks may be present so bring an insect repellent. 
No bathrooms. Directions: Park at Spinney Rd on the S. side 
of County Rte. 24, E. of Long Neck Rd. and W. of the police 
station. Information **  
Sunday February 24 - E 11am

Edgewood Preserve, Commack
3+ mi., flat, moderate pace, 2 hr. Learn about the Edgewood-
Oak Brush Plains Preserve’s significance to groundwater re-
charge, drinking water, wildlife (plants and animals), and get 
a short history of the park and the Pilgrim State hospital that 
once stood here. This state-owned, 843-acre nature preserve 
is situated in the hamlets of Deer Park, Dix Hills and Brent-
wood. It’s the only remaining pitch pine scrub oak wildlife 
habitat west of the Pine Barrens. Some sandy areas and some 
potentially wet spots. No bathrooms. Meet in the parking lot 
on the E. side of Commack Road, S. of LIE (ex 52). Website: 
www.friendsofedgewoodpreserve.org. Information **

***Next hike is March 10th*** 
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Even before Sandy caused everyone without electric power to 
focus on LIPA, the Sierra Club and other environmental groups 
were paying a lot of attention to our electric utility. First, LIPA re-
newed its contract for power supplied by the natural-gas fueled 
plants owned by National Grid on Long Island; that contract has 
provision for replacing two of those plants with new gas plants 
costing billions of dollars, and that will be used for decades. Sec-
ond, LIPA is negotiating to build at least one additional gas plant 
on Long Island.

What’s missing? A serious commitment to obtain a signifi-
cant fraction of our power from renewable energy, especially 
offshore wind, that’s what’s missing! LIPA is continuing to treat 
renewable energy as an afterthought, after it meets most of its sup-
posed “needs” with fossil fuel plants. This is just backwards–LIPA 
is putting the cart before the horse.

A Sierra Club team made up of both local and national staff 
provided resources to organize demonstration rallies, send peti-
tions with thousands of signatures to LIPA execs and Gov. Cuomo, 
put up billboards, talk with the media, create online ads on News-
day and the New York Times websites, and run a mass call-in to 
LIPA offices. This resulted in LIPA reducing the number of fossil 
fuel plants it would have built, and agreeing, in a non-binding way, 
to more than double the amount of renewable capacity it now has 
online. This could be considered a modest victory, but it is nowhere 
near enough to move Long Island toward a renewable energy econ-

We had a really good turnout for LI Sierra Club/Electric Auto 
Assn. of Greater NY’s first Plug-in Day event, held on a delightfully 
sunny Sunday in September. Between 300 and 400 visitors came to 
see, learn about, and test drive plug-in electric autos. They learned 
that electric vehicles (EVs) are fun to drive, emit no tailpipe pollu-
tion and reduced greenhouse gas emissions, are more economical 
to operate (the equivalent of $1 per gallon gasoline), are more reli-
able because they have fewer moving parts, and with rooftop solar 
panels, you can “let the sun power your car!”

They also learned the difference between a pure electric vehi-

omy or to create a thriving renewable energy industry here. So we 
and our allies need to keep pushing on LIPA and especially on the 
Governor.

However, Sandy changes everything! Months ago the Gover-
nor had wanted to “abolish” LIPA and assign its functions to other 
agencies; the perceived slow pace of recovery from Sandy has only 
strengthened his hand. It’s too early to tell how this story will devel-
op, but the enormous recovery costs will create pressure to reduce 
funding for environmentally sound programs like those which 
promote energy efficiency and renewable energy. This disaster has 
made several things abundantly clear:

Human-caused climate change is affecting and taking peo-•	
ples’ lives right here and now;

LIPA was terribly shortsighted in both its planning to deal •	
with the stronger storms resulting from climate change, and in not 
moving  us rapidly off carbon based fuels to renewable energy in 
order to limit the severity of that change; and

No new fossil fuel plants should be built on Long Island un-•	
til real plans for a rapid transition to renewable energy from the 
sun and wind have been drawn up.

To become part of the team that will help move LIPA from 
fossil fuel based electricity to renewable energy from the wind and 
sun, simply send an email containing your name, phone number, 
town, and with the subject “Renewable Energy Action Team” to 
pgollon@aol.com.

What’s Up With LIPA?

cle such as the Nissan Leaf, whose only energy source is its battery, 
and an EV like the Chevy Volt that has an auxiliary gas engine to 
provide energy when the battery is drained. The gas engine adds to 
the cost, but provides additional range when necessary. They all use 
the kinetic energy of the car to recharge the battery during braking, 
increasing mileage and reducing wear on the conventional brakes.

One highlight of the day was the opportunity to test drive 
two of the EVs brought by participating auto dealers: the Volt 
and Mitshubishi’s MiEV. The Leaf and Toyota’s Prius Plug-in were 
also available for an up-close look. Also of great interest were the 
gasoline cars that EEA members had converted to plug-in electric 
power. 

The Town of Babylon Green Homes brought the Town’s new 
Chevy Volt. The Town has installed charging stations at five loca-
tions around the Town with two chargers each, in order to provide 
for EV owners who need to recharge their vehicles while they are 
away from home. 

Powering a plug-in vehicle with renewably-produced electric-
ity totally eliminates any air pollution or carbon dioxide emissions. 
Rooftop solar cells can produce electricity to charge the car’s bat-
tery. This was dramatically demonstrated by the trailer-mounted 
PV array from Go Solar Off Grid, Inc. Other PV companies that in-
stall EV chargers also exhibited, as did Leviton, a very large private-
ly-held Long Island firm that manufactures EV chargers among its 
many other products.

We see EVs quickly becoming a growing, more environmen-
tally sound segment of our ground transportation system.

First Long Island Plug-In Day a Huge Success!

Powering a car from the sun using a trailer-mounted PV array
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Candidates’ Statements for the Executive Committee’s 2012-13 Term

To vote online, please visit our website: www.LISierraClub.org 
(You’ll need your membership number from the address label.)

To vote by mail, fill out this ballot. Vote for up to five candidates 
by placing an “X” or a check mark in the circles under Ballot 
1. Ballot 2 is to be used for a joint membership. Each member 
should cast a vote. Please be sure that your address label (on the 
reverse side) is included so that we may be sure the vote is be-
ing submitted by a Sierra Club member. You may cross out your 
name and address if you wish to vote anonymously. If you are a 
PDF subscriber, write your membership number on your ballot. 
Mail the ballot by 12/31/12 to:
c/o Ex Com Election
P.O. Box 210
Syosset, NY 11797-0210

Ballot # 1

Jack Finkenberg o

Mark Kinucan o

Harvey Miller o

Bill Stegemann o

Sue Watins o

Ballot # 2

Jack Finkenberg o

Mark Kinucan o

Harvey Miller o

Bill Stegemann o

Sue Watins o

John H. Finkenberg (“Jack”)
I was born and raised here on Long Island, attended Adelphi 
University and graduated in 1966 with a degree in Biology. Af-
ter four years in the Army, I started work at the Suffolk County 
Health Department, Environmental Health Division. I’m an 
active member of the Marine Environmental Council of Long 
Island and the Great South Bay Audubon Society. I have cam-
paigned in Washington, D.C., for the Endangered Species Act 
and the Clean Water Act, and in Albany for the State Environ-
mental Quality Review Act. I continued to go to school at night, 
earning a Masters Degree and a J.D. from Touro Law School. 
While at the County Health Department, I became a prosecutor 
working on environmental cases, and then retired as an Admin-
istrative Law Judge. I love hiking, bird watching and spending 
time with my wonderful grandkids.
Mark Kinucan
For the last two years, it has been my pleasure to serve as the 
Chair of the Executive Committee. When I first started, I 
thought of the role primarily in terms of the mechanics of the 
ExCom: the Chair presides over the ExCom meetings. My prior 
role was as the Treasurer; in both cases I saw myself more as 
one who helps the organization function than as one who puts 
its mission into action. However, as my term as Chair has pro-
gressed, I have come to have  a sense of mission within the Long 
Island Group. I think our society needs to figure out how to 
transform itself from unbridled growth to ecological sustain-
ability, while at the same time moving toward full employment 
and an equitable distribution of wealth. I’d like to see the Long 
Island Group play a part in advancing a solution to this critically 
important question. 
Harvey Miller
I’ve been a member of the Executive Committee for seven years, 
first as its Webmaster and, since September ‘09, as its Treasurer. 
As Webmaster I’ve reduced update times, added features and a 
calendar, encouraged creativity on the part of our ExCom, and 
introduced our newsletter as a PDF document, saving money 

and paper. As Treasurer, I’ve reduced our monthly expenses: 
killed fees on our Ski account, helped reduce phone costs, re-
vamped our monthly Treasurer Reports in a way that enables 
the other members of our ExCom to fully understand what is 
going on in our accounts, enabled online backup of our banking 
data so that it is both safer and accessible to other members of 
the ExCom and lots more. I ask for your vote so that I can con-
tinue what has proven to be an experience that all the members 
of our ExCom have appreciated.
Bill Stegemann
During my first two-year term, the Executive Committee has 
called upon me to articulate our position on important issues 
within the Club. As a member of last year’s Election Commit-
tee, I facilitated the online voting option. More recently, I was 
appointed to head up a special steering committee regarding 
the LI Group’s finances. My work as Conservation Chair for our 
Group includes guiding the Executive Committee on environ-
mental issues, and collaborating with Sierra Club leaders and 
other environmental organizations; Climate Change and pro-
tecting our Aquifer System–the natural, underground source 
of our drinking water–are primary concerns. All the while, I 
have continued to enjoy LI Sierra Club’s informative commu-
nity meetings, Outings and other fun events. Please consider 
allowing me to serve a second term.
Sue Watins
For the past three years, I have been a member of the Executive 
Committee of the LI Sierra Club and have been involved in for-
mulating  policies that protect our environment. Additionally, 
as a former Assistant Principal of Science,  I have been able to 
utilize my knowledge and expertise as chair of the  Education 
Committee. In this role I have given many  hands-on presenta-
tions from Pre-K to college students on environmental issues. 
These student-centered activities include  how to recycle cor-
rectly, the consequences of climate change, and protecting our 
marine environment. I have also represented the LI Sierra Club 
at local fairs.
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