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Community Meeting - Sustainable Home Design
Tue., Dec. 10, 6:30-8:30pm in Commack

WHERE: Commack Public Library, 18 Hauppauge Rd., 631-499-0888 Refreshments Speakers: Mr. Paul Cataldo AIA NCARB LEED 
BD+C Registered Architect, Paul Cataldo Architecture and Planning http://www.usgbc.org/people/richard-manning/0010130002
Mr. Rich Manning LEED AP (Homes) and Building Performance Contractor (Building Performance Inst.) Pres. Energy Master and En-
vironmental Solutions-Board member USGBC-LI chapter more info: http://www.usgbc.org/people/paul-cataldo/0000007146
Mr. Cataldo will speak about designing an energy efficient home and Mr. Manning will speak about US Green Building Council LEED 
(Leadership in Energy Efficient Design) certification for homes. From the west: Take the Long Island Expressway to exit 52 Commack 
Road. Go North on Commack Road for approximately one mile. The library is on the left hand side at the corner of Hauppauge Rd.
From the east: Take the Long Island Expressway to exit 53. Stay on the service road until you come to the Commack Road exit. Go 
North on Commack Rd. for approximately one mile. The library is on the left hand side at the corner of Hauppauge Rd.

January and February Community Meetings are on Page 4

See Page 3 for Matt Kearns’ article “It’s Time for Wind on Long Island”!
See Page 4 for information on our January & February Long Island Sierra Club Community Meetings!!!
See Page 7 for our Executive Committee Candidate Statements and Ballot (Continues on Page 6)
See Page 8 for our Annual Calendar & Engagement Books for 2014 - Discounted for LISC Members !!!

Winter Trip to Jackson, New Hampshire
January 17-20, 2014

Please join us for our annual ski weekend at the Eagle Mountain House, a 
wonderful old Victorian inn in the White Mountains of New Hampshire. 
Amenities include a sauna, hot tub, pool, library, game room, large lobby with 
fireplace, two dining rooms and a cozy tavern. Activities include cross country 
skiing, downhill skiing, snowshoeing, ice skating, sleigh rides, and the outlets 
of North Conway. Included in the price of $430  is bus transportation, lodging, 
three breakfasts, two dinners, two ski passes, and all taxes and gratuities. To 
register, send a check for the full amount of $430, payable to Sierra Club Long 
Island Group, to True Hampton, 26 Revere Rd., Port Washington, NY 11015 
by December 7, 2013. Be sure to include a self-addressed stamped envelope 
and your phone number. No refund for cancellation after December 15, unless a replacement can be found. If we do not have 30 
participants by December 15, the trip will be cancelled and all checks will be returned. Questions? Please contact the trip leader, True 
Hampton (516-835-7689) or assistant Jane Fasullo (631-689-1568).
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Letter from the Chair
By Mark Kinnucan
I spent a thoroughly enjoyable  evening 
in late October emceeing the Long Island 
Group’s 40th Anniversary Dinner and 
Celebration.  The event was held at the 
American  Legion Hall in Huntington -- a 
venue rendered most festive by fall-themed 
table decorations and a nature-themed slide 
show, all provided by our volunteers.  We 
ate our meal accompanied by local musi-
cian Larry Moser’s beautiful accordion and hammered dulcimer music.
The evening began with an invocation: a reading of Linda Pastan’s poem, 
“The Gardener,” which begins, “He’s out rescuing fallen hollies/after the 
renegade snowstorm” and ends “...who would look at the ruins/of Eden 
and tell the hovering angel/to put down his sword/there was work to be 
done.”*
After dinner, I introduced the program by recalling my own environmen-
tal concerns from the 1970s.  It was the era of gas shortages, so conserva-
tion was very much the order of the day, and much of my environmental 
awareness of the time was shaped by Frances Moore Lappé’s book Diet for 
a Small Planet.
The program itself consisted of me roving the room with a portable mi-
crophone and interrupting people’s dessert to ask them about their experi-
ences with the Long Island Group. 
It all began (both the evening’s program and the Long Island Group) with 
Tony Josepher.  He recounted  how the Group got started in his living 
room when Myron Blumenfeld said that the Sierra Club needed a group 
on Long Island, and appointed Tony as the first the Chair of what was then 
the Nassau County Group.  Tony went on to describe one of our Group’s 
earliest efforts: the successful campaign to get a portion of Fire Island des-
ignated as a wilderness area.  
Bobbie Josepher then described how she became the first treasurer when 
Tony handed her the Group’s first check and asked her to deposit it.  Next 
to speak was long-time member Ken Robinson.  (You’ll likely recognize 
Ken’s name -- his ads have appeared in this newsletter for many years.)  He 
recalled our successful Shelter Island weekends run by Jan Brenner; they 
were the forerunners to today’s Ski Weekends.
I then asked our youngest ExCom member, Matt Kearns, what he remem-
bered of the Group’s founding.  That stumped him - for good reason - so 
I then posed a different question to him:  “What have you done for the 
environment this week?”  That one he had no trouble answering.  He re-
counted, among other activities, his participation in the recent rally on the 
Long Beach boardwalk in opposition against fracking and the proposed 
offshore liquefied natural gas terminal.
The individual stories that followed were a blend of current efforts and 
memories of past activities of our Group.  Members described everything 
from recycling campaigns to the Group’s Water Sentinels program to the 
recent Plug-in Day event to protecting Long Island’s aquifers, and many 
others.
I want to bookend the evening’s messages with the one provided by cur-
rent ExCom member Steven Berkenfeld.  He had recently attended a 
meeting of the national Sierra Club’s Clean Tech Council, and spoke of 
that group’s recognition of the importance of emphasizing the positive -- 
of being for things, not just against things -- in what the Sierra Club does 
and supports.  
Here on the island, we’re against fracking and LNG terminals, but we’re 
also for many things, not least of which is preserving wilderness on Fire 
Island.  That’s the Long Island Group, past and present.
* “The Gardener” appeared in the December 13, 2010 issue of the New  
Yorker: http://www.newyorker.com/fiction/poetry/2010/12/13/101213po_poem_pastan
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It’s Time For Wind on LI
By Matt Kearns, LISC Volunteer Chair
On October 23th Sierra Club Executive Director Michael 
Brune joined Beyond Coal Campaign Staff and Volunteer 
leaders from across the state and from New Jersey to discuss 
the wind power potential here on Long Island and through-
out the region.  With the anniversary of Sandy upon us, we 
are reminded of the urgent need to cut carbon emissions and 
to make a stronger commitment to renewable energy. 

The Beyond Coal Campaign is working towards a fossil and 
nuclear free New York. They’ve been working to retire coal 
plants and replace them with clean renewable energy. New 
York State has made strides through the New Sun Initiative. 
Unfortunately, only 3% of the energy that currently feeds 
into the grid comes from renewable energy. 

The majority of our power is still generated from natural gas. 
Not only is it important for us to move away from fossil fuels 
for environmental concerns; but diversifying our portfolio 
will protect ratepayers from the volatility of price increases. 
Long Island has one of the best offshore wind resources in 
the county. Two areas have been cited for projects. One off 
the coast of Montauk and another off of Long Beach. The 
Long Beach project is in the same area of a proposed Lique-
fied Natural Gas port and provides us with an opportunity to 
make a strong statement against the fossil fuel industry. It’s 
up to us to decide how we want to power life here on Long 
Island. Do we choose fracked gas or wind power?

Many of us have reservations about large utility scale pow-
er generation and its impact on the natural world. But no 
human endeavor is without impact, and given the pace at 
which we are adding CO into the atmosphere, strong action 
is needed now. We cannot afford to invest any longer in an 
infrastructure that would lock us into dirty fossil fuels for the 
next few decades. Offshore wind requires no drilling for fuel, 
it doesn’t produce hazardous waste and it won’t pollute our 
air or threaten our water supply. It’s our best option for utility 
scale power generation.  

Long Island’s geography makes us vulnerable to climate 
change but our location also provides us with the solution. 
It’s time we started to live in harmony with our local land-
scape and not brace against it. If you would like to get in-
volved in making offshore wind a reality here on Long Island, 
please contact David Alicea the Beyond Coal Organizer for 
LI/NYC. david.alicea@sierraclub.org

COMMUNITY MEETINGS 
Sustainable Interior Design

Monday, January 13th, 2014 
from 6:30-8:30 pm in Commack

Location: Commack Public Library, 18 Hauppauge Rd., 
Commack, NY 631-499-0888
Speaker: Professor Susan Beganskas, Nassau Community 
College; Professor Beganskas will speak about using sustain-
able materials such as bamboo flooring and recylced fabric 
carpeting and curtains. 
From the west: Take the Long Island Expressway to exit 52 
Commack Road. Go North on Commack Road for approxi-
mately one mile. The library is on the left hand side at the 
corner of Hauppauge Rd. From the east: Take the Long Is-
land Expressway to exit 53. Stay on the service road until 
you come to the Commack Road exit. Go North on Com-
mack Rd. for approximately one mile. The library is on the 
left hand side at the corner of Hauppauge Rd. 

  Movie “City Dark”
Monday, February 10, 2014 

from 6:30-8:30 pm in Amityville 
Movie “City Dark: a search for night on a planet that 
never sleeps”,  followed by how we can help fight light 
pollution, & star gazing. Where: Amityville Public Li-
brary, corner of Oak & John Sts., 631-265-0567 Refresh-
ments will be served. “City Dark” about light pollution 
and it’s effects on health, wildlife, and global warming. 
“After moving to New York City from rural Maine, film-
maker Ian Cheney asks a simple question, ‘Do we need 
the stars?’ ... Cheney unravels the myriad implications of 
a globe glittering with lights--including increased breast 
cancer rates, disrupted ecosystems, and a generation of 
kids without a glimpse of the universe above.”Discussion 
will follow led by a speaker from Dark Sky Assn. After 
we will set up a telescope on the front lawn to view the 
stars.Directions:From Sunrise Hwy/Rte. 27: Go south on 
Rte. 110/Broadway 1/2 mi. to 2nd light. Turn right on 
Oak St., go to first driveway on right. From Merrick Rd./
Montauk Hwy./Rte. 27A: Go north on Rte. 110/Broad-
way .6 mi. to 3rd. light, turn left on Oak St. to first drive-
way on right.
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Dec. 7  DEADLINE FOR: WINTER TRIP TO  
JACKSON NEW HAMPSHIRE, JAN. 17 TO 20  
For more information, please call True Hampton (516-835-7689) or  
Jane (631-689-1568)

Dec. 8 – E       1:30 PM 
HIKE - Caumsett State Park  , Lloyd Harbor                                                                                                   
Leave 2 hours for this moderately paced, hilly hike on woodsy trails and 
paved paths in this scenic park, north of Huntington in Lloyd Harbor. 
Have fun with Sierra Club leader, Jan, a trained naturalist, as he discovers, 
uncovers, and discusses plants, animals, insects, crustaceans, and other 
“finds”. He will connect it all to the natural history of the park. Rain / snow 
cancels. Register with Jan – see information in header.

Dec. 14 - E    8:30am 
“STICKEEN” DOG WALK - Gardiner County Park, Bay Shore          
Erica Cirino, a new Sierra Club leader, will conduct this 2 mile, slow, “peo-
ple with dogs” walk on flat ground - mostly dirt/grass trails with a short 
section on the beach. There is some mud, so wear appropriate footwear. 
Because this is a dog park, there will be MANY dogs so please bring only 
well socialized and well behaved dogs, water for you and Fido, dog treats, 
and most importantly, dog-waste bags. Erica, with her Alaskan malamute, 
will stop periodically to quote passages from “Stickeen”, a book about Sier-
ra Club founder, John Muir’s, hike across Alaskan Glacier with a little dog. 
The goal, ultimately, is for hikers to forge a deeper connection and under-
standing of the similarities they share with their fellow hikers (both hu-
man and canine!). Register with Erica (see info in header) Directions:The 
park entrance is south of Montauk Highway (Route 27A), about one-half 
mile east of the Robert Moses Causeway. Sign indicates parking lot.

Dec. 15 – E   Noon 
HIKE – Quogue Wildlife Refuge  
This is an exploratory hike; meaning I have been here before but could 
get side tracked. Expect to walk for 2 to 3 hours covering 4 to 6 miles of 
mostly flat terrain in the pine barrens area of Long Island. And take some 
time to view who is in the cages – animals that were “found”, most injured, 
and “fixed up” but can’t be returned to the wild right away or never. The 
preserve is 300 acres – lots to see and learn about here. With binoculars, 
you can see who is on the pond from the walkways. Register with Jane (see 
info in header). Directions: Sunrise Hwy (route 27) exit 64 South. At the 
split, stay right onto Quogue-Riverhead Rd. Turn right onto Old Country 
Rd. Entrance will be on your right at the sharp left bend in the road. 

Dec. 28 – E   Noon 
HIKE – Stillwell Woods, Syosset
Leave 1 to 1 ½ hours for this 2.5 to 3 mile walk in the woods on a winter’s 
day. The ground is mostly flat with one short section of steep inclines near 
the water hole. We will stop by the water hole to discuss its significance 
for in water recharge and wildlife. We’ll also discuss the farm-to-fields-

to-woodlands transitioning happening here and learn why some fields 
remain open while others disappear. As much as possible, we will identify 
native and non-native plants, birds that frequent the fields, and any tracks 
we see. The bathroom may not be open.Register with Jane (see info in 
header). Park at the end of the driveway at the far right side of the preserve 
off South Woods Road. 

Dec. 29 – E   Noon  
HIKE – Lower Connetquot St. Park, Great River  
About 3 miles of flat walking in up to 1 ½ hrs. Starting at the mansion 
(with bathrooms) we’ll look at and read the information about the old mill 
building at the dam. Then we’ll trek through the woods, stopping at an Ar-
tesian well fed pond. From there, cross the river on a man-made earthen 
dam with a cement flood gate and discuss why people built dams. Then 
take a few more steps to the now closed fish hatchery. Take time to read 
the signs about the hatchery and its historic importance as well as why it 
was closed. Walk up and back along the river for a bit looking for trout 
and other species of fish before returning through the woods and open 
fields where you’ll hopefully see some deer. Heavy rain or closed roads 
cancels. Expect an $8 parking fee. Register with Jane (see info in header).
Directions: Sunrise Hwy westbound, take the park exit (between exits 46 
& 47) on your right. Sunrise Hwy eastbound, exit at 47A (Oakdale-Bohe-
mia Rd.) At light, turn left to go over the bridge. Turn left onto the service 
road. Enter Sunrise westbound. Look for the park sign on your right. Meet 
in the parking lot on your left. 

Jan. 5 – E   Noon 
HIKE – Massapequa Preserve, Massapequa  
Flat; 4 plus mi.; 2 hrs.Enjoy thevaried habitats of this park, North of Sun-
rise Hwy. Starting at the farthest east end of the parking lot on the north 
side of the Massapequa train station (Not the Massapequa Park station!), 
we’ll walk along the Greenbelt trail to the second bridge over the stream 
then return along the stream on the paved bike/hike path. Stopswill allow 
the folks at the back to catch up, during which we’ll talk a bit about what’s 
in the park and how the park came into being. We’ll look at and discuss 
the ponds and the birds on and around them, and explain how the water 
comes to be where it is. You’ll definitely be able to identify greenbrier, 
poison ivy, and more when you leave this hike. Beverage suggested. Bath-
rooms near the start and end of our loop. Snow closed roads or heavy rain 
cancel. Register with Jane (see info in header). Directions: Sunrise Hwy 
to Broadway, Massapequa (there is a traffic light and a diner on the cor-
ner). Take Broadway north under the RR and at the light turn immediately 
right. Pass through that first parking lot and go to the far end of the second 
lot to the far right corner by the opening in the fence. 

Jan. 11 – E      Noon 
HIKE – Pine Trail / Peconic River Co. Park, Ridge       
Walk 4 miles on mostly flat ground through oak forests. We’ll visit a series 
of ponds that are at the headwaters of the Peconic River including Peasy’s, 

Outings and Events
Note:  For more information on our hikes and other activities, leave a message at 516-826-0801. Someone should get back to you in 24 
hrs. For more immediate information and REGISTRATIONS (required), call the leader at least 1 hour before the outing starts. Read 
descriptions carefully and wear clothing / footwear appropriate to the event. Additional events are posted at our website –look there 
for more things to do: www.LiSierraClub.org. Remember – YOU PARTICIPATE AT YOUR OWN RISK. 
E – event has an educational component consisting of at least 3 hands-on stops plus information sharing along the way.
Contacts: Jane (631-689-1568), Len (LN56789@gmail.com), Jan (beachtowel1@verizon.net, or cell# 631 327-1268), Paul (631-707-
6497), Helen (Helenroussel@gmail.com), Erica (ericarunsamerica@gmail.com).
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Duck, Sandy, Stock’s and Grassy and discuss what lives in and around the 
water. If everyone in the group wants, we can add another 2 miles by con-
tinuing to Wading River Road. Bathrooms are NOT available here.Regis-
ter with Jane (see info in header).Directions: Pine Trail is south off Middle 
Country Road, 2 ¼ miles East of the William Floyd Parkway. 

Jan. 12   2:00 pm 
HIKE - TrailviewPark    
This hike is led by Len, a newer Sierra Club leader. Leave 3+ hours for 
this moderately strenuous, hilly hike on trails in their natural state. The 
5 - 6 mile hike is intended only for those in good physical condition. Ex-
plore the awesome natural beauty of Trailview State Park on a healthy, 
positive afternoon with conversation, networking, and mingling. Feel free 
and good about yourself as you enjoy the exercise and take in what nature 
has to offer. Sierra Club members and friends will join with people from 
other groups. Bring water and snacks, and don’t forget to bring a positive 
attitude and YOUR CAMERA. Again, this is a HIKE, not a WALK in the 
WOODS so be sure you and your guests can handle it before register-
ing. Register by leaving your phone number with Len (see info in header). 
DIRECTIONS: I-495 E/Long Island expressway, exit 44N to merge onto 
NY-135 N toward Syosset. Then exit 14E for Rte 25 E - Jericho Turnpike 
(toward Woodbury). Slight right onto 25 E (Jericho Turnpike).Park in the 
Trailview Parking Lot next to the Stop and Shop supermarket.

Jan. 17 to 20      
REMINDER: WINTER TRIP TO JACKSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE  
YOU HAD TO PAY FOR THIS BY DECEMBER 7TH. 

Jan. 25   Noon 
HIKE - TrailviewPark    
This hike is led by Len, a newer Sierra Club leader. Leave 3+ hours for 
this moderately strenuous, hilly hike on trails in their natural state. The 
5 - 6 mile hike is intended only for those in good physical condition. Ex-
plore the awesome natural beauty of Trailview State Park on a healthy, 
positive afternoon with conversation, networking, and mingling. Feel free 
and good about yourself as you enjoy the exercise and take in what nature 
has to offer. Sierra Club members and friends will join with people from 
other groups. Bring water and snacks, and don’t forget to bring a positive 
attitude and YOUR CAMERA. Again, this is a HIKE, not a WALK in the 
WOODS so be sure you and your guests can handle it before register-
ing. Register by leaving your phone number with Len (see info in header). 
DIRECTIONS: I-495 E/Long Island expressway, exit 44N to merge onto 
NY-135 N toward Syosset. Then exit 14E for Rte 25 E - Jericho Turnpike 
(toward Woodbury). Slight right onto 25 E (Jericho Turnpike).Park in the 
Trailview Parking Lot next to the Stop and Shop supermarket.

Jan. 26 - E   2:00 pm 
Winter Wildlife Walk - Target Rock NWR, Lloyd Neck   
Erica Cirino leads this walk of Dirt paths, soft sand, mix of hills and flat 
trails, rocks, roots, with a section of beach. Hiking boots suggested! Slow 
to moderate speed for roughly 2.5 miles. Appropriate for all levels of walk-
ers. Water, binoculars, a camera and notebook (optional) are suggested as 
are clothes appropriate to the weather such as gloves, a hat, winter layers, 
and rain or snow gear. Description: This is a slow QUIET hike through a 
scenic, bio-diverse National Wildlife Refuge. Participants will be prompt-
ed to look for and identify various creatures (hopefully live but not nec-
essarily so) on this slow, quiet hike. Animals in plain view of the entire 
group will be identified and Erica will provide a description of the animal’s 
natural history on Long Island. Erica will have a field guide to identify 
lesser-known species. The hike will highlight the importance of preserving 
biodiversity and providing animals with adequate natural space to thrive. 
At the end of the hike, participants will be encouraged to share things they 

(continued on next page)

might have seen during the hike that they did not tell others about at the 
time. Register with Erica (see info in header)  Directions: From 25A, at 
the west end of the town of Huntington, turn north onto West Neck Road 
and follow it to the end (it becomes Lloyd Harbor Road then Target Rock 
Road). Take Target Rock Rd. to top of the hill. The refuge is on the right. 
Pass through the road opening in the fence to the parking lot. 

Note: For those who would like more miles, Caumsett Park is less than 3 
miles away and it has many miles of trails.

Feb. 1 - E   Noon   
HIKE – Blydenburg Park, Smithtown  
5 ½ mi; almost flat; 2 plus hrs. Walk around “stump” mill pond from the 
north side at a moderate pace through upland woods and along a board-
walk over a beautiful swamp and small streams. See and identify birds on 
the pond, look for and identify animal tracks (other than dog), and learn 
about the trees and plants of this park. Beverage suggested. Leave from 
the parking lot at the west end of New Mill Rd. on the NORTH side of the 
park. Directions and registration:call Jane (see info in header). 

Feb. 8       2:00 pm 
HIKE - TrailviewPark    
This hike is led by Len, a newer Sierra Club leader. Leave 3+ hours for this 
moderately strenuous, hilly hike on trails in their natural state. The 5 - 6 
mile hike is intended only for those in good physical condition. Explore 
the awesome natural beauty of Trailview State Park on a healthy, posi-
tive afternoon with conversation, networking, and mingling. Feel free and 
good about yourself as you enjoy the exercise and take in what nature 
has to offer. Sierra Club members and friends will join with people from 
other groups. Bring water and snacks, and don’t forget to bring a positive 
attitude and YOUR CAMERA. Again, this is a HIKE, not a WALK in the 
WOODS so be sure you and your guests can handle it before registering. 
Registerby leavingyour phone number with Len (see info in header). Di-
rections: I-495 E/Long Island expressway, exit 44N to merge onto NY-135 
N toward Syosset. Then exit 14E for Rte 25 E - Jericho Turnpike (toward 
Woodbury). Slight right onto 25 E (Jericho Turnpike).Park in the Trail-
view Parking Lot next to the Stop and Shop supermarket.

Feb 15 - E   1:00 pm 
HIKE – West Meadow Beach 
Leave 2 hours for this flat, 1 to 2 mile, interpretive walk along West Mead-
ow beach featuring Eileen Gerle, the Brookhaven Town park ranger and 
environmental educator for the beach. One direction of the walk will be on 
the beach, the other along the traffic-less road on the wetlands side of the 
peninsula. Learn about the cottages that stood here until very recently and 
hear Eileen describe the local wildlife (plover, crabs, raccoon, etc.), beach 
habitats, beach ecology, and many of the plants including beach plums and 
bayberry. Restrooms, if they are available, will be port-a-potties.Register 
with Jane (see info in header). Directions: LIE to Nichols Rd N (exit 62N). 
At end, turn left onto 25A toward Stony Brook. At first light, go right onto 
Quaker Path. After crossing Christian Ave, stay left onto Mount Gray Rd. 
About ½ mile up, at stop sign, turn left onto West Meadow Rd. At the end, 
turn right into the parking lot. Turn left to the south end of the lot.

Feb. 22 - E   Noon 
HIKE - Brookhaven State Park, Shoreham  
5 to 6 miles of mostly flat walking in the forests of the north shore. Learn 
about Alleghany mound ants, some of our many native plants, and any-
thing else we find. Try to identify the wintering birds you see or hear. Stop 
half way to discuss what we’ve seen while we take a food break and our 
legs. Bring your own snack and beverage. Register with Jane (see info in 
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header). Directions:Park in the far right corner of the Wading River High 
School parking lot. The school entrance is at the first traffic light imme-
diately east of the intersection of 25A and William Floyd Parkway. Rain / 
snow covered road cancel. 

Feb. 23 - E   Noon
HIKE – Edgewood Preserve, Commack 
3 plus miles, flat, moderate pace, 2 hr. Learn about the Edgewood-Oak 
Brush Plains Preserve’s significance to groundwater recharge, drinking 
water, wildlife (plants and animals), and get a short history of the park 
and the Pilgrim State hospital that once stood here. This state-owned, 843-
acre nature preserve, is situated in the hamlets of Deer Park, Dix Hills and 
Brentwood. It is the only remaining pitch pine scrub oak wildlife habitat 
west of the Pine Barrens. Some sandy areas and some potentially wet spots. 
Heavy rain or snow will cancel, light snow or drizzle will not. Must be 
able to walk for 2 hrs.There are no bathrooms here. Register with Jane 
(see info in header). Meet at the Edgewood parking lot on the east side of 
Commack Road,about 2 miles south of LIE exit 52. Website: www.friend-
sofedgewoodpreserve.org.

Please “Like” us on Facebook! Facebook.com/LongIslandSierraClub

(continued from previous page)

Kenneth L. Robinson, Esq
Robinson & Associates, P.C.

35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

1(516) 496-9044
1(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:
Environmental Law 

Real Estate Transactions
Commercial Litigation

Land Use 
Last Will and Testament 

General Legal Advice

Sierra Club Member Since 1973

Candidate’s Statements for the 2013-14 
Executive Committee Election

Continued from Page 7

Diane Ives 
We also work with towns on storm water filters, maintenance 
and monitoring. Along with improving water quality with fil-
tering (above), we also introduced the public to the concept of 
chemical-free agriculture with C.S.A. tours.  Since C.S.A.’s use 
organic growing methods this helps reduce pollutants needing 
to be filtered. Also, the farms are local and save fuel used to 
transport food from hundreds or thousands of miles away.

Harry Whittelsey 
I joined the club’s executive committee to fill an opening in 
2011. I quickly saw the potential to have significant impact on 
Long Island’s many environmental Issues. My environmental 
consciousness began as a boy sailing on L.I. Sound; and con-
tinues sailing and observing degrading Quality of Long Island 
Waterways has increased my passion. I have extensive experi-
ence as a telecommunications industry as Entrepreneur.  
Founder of NBC Solutions, Inc. I have served as President on 
numerous boards: Huntington Arts Council and LIEN. And as 
Board Member of  Association for Commerce and Industry,  
Cinema Arts Center, Heckscher Museum and  Long Island Art 
League. I also served as Vice Commodore of the Greater Hun-
tington Boating Council. I have been a long-time supporter of 
many environmental organizations because of my concerns 
about Global Warming, Pollution, Deforestation, and Water. 

Call us for Environmental Education!
Education is a key component of protect-
ing our environment for today and for the fu-
ture. Raising the awareness of young people 
as to what they and their parents can do to 
protect and appreciate the world around us  
is a goal of the Sierra Club. To this end, the Sierra 
Club does school presentations for grades K-12 on 
topics including climate change, recycling, and pro-
tecting the Long Island Sound. If you would like 
to schedule a presentation for your school or or-
ganization, or want more information, please con-
tact Sue Watins, Education Chair, 516-921-7150 or 
sueeduc@verizon.net.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR ALL COMMITTEES
Please call Matt Kearns at: 631-255-5279, or  
mcairn@gmail.com. Matt will be the point person 
for coordinating all volunteer activities in the 
upcoming months!
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Candidates’ Statements for the Executive Committee’s 2014-15Term

To vote online, please visit our website: www.LISierraClub.
org (You’ll need your membership number from the address label.)

To vote by mail, fill out this ballot. Vote for up to six candidates 
by placing an “X” or a check mark in the circles under Ballot 
1. Ballot 2 is to be used for a joint membership. Each member 
should cast a vote. Please be sure that your address label (on 
the reverse side) is included so that we may be sure the vote is 
being submitted by a Sierra Club member. You may cross out 
your name and address if you wish to vote anonymously. If you 
are a PDF subscriber, write your membership number on your 
ballot. Mail the ballot by 12/31/13 to:
c/o Ex Com Election
P.O. Box 172
West Sayville, NY 11796-0172

Ballot # 1

Ann Aurelio o
Steven Berkenfeld o
Michael Cafaro o
Jane Fasullo o
Diane Ives o
Harry Whittelsey o

Ballot # 2

Ann Aurelio o
Steven Berkenfeld o
Michael Cafaro o
Jane Fasullo o
Diane Ives o
Harry Whittelsey o

Ann Aurelio
Dear fellow Sierra members; thank you for giving me another 
opportunity to serve on the board of the Long Island Group. 
The past two years went by very quickly, and although I have 
been fighting liquefied natural gas proposals since my days on 
The Broadwater coalition, I find myself once again trying to 
fight another of these irresponsible projects which if allowed, 
would be located approximately where the windmill project is 
slated to be.  If given another term I will continue to fight for no 
LNGs, and continue to advocate clean renewable energy. I will 
also continue to educate my young grandchildren on the beauty 
on LI that surrounds them, and how they must take care of it, by 
recycling and reusing as much as possible. I will also do my best 
to stay on top of all the issue we face here on LI.

Steven Berkenfeld
I joined the Executive Committee in September 2012 and I’m 
excited to be under consideration for a new two year term.  In 
addition to my involvement with the Long Island Group, I’m 
also a board member of the Sierra Club Foundation and a 
member of the Cleantech Council.  At the national level, I’m 
spearheading the effort to have the Sierra Club be a leader 
among environmental groups in the divestment from fossil fu-
els companies.  My primary goal at both levels is to help the 
Sierra Club to become more solutions oriented and to turn our 
message from one of opposition and sacrifice to one of sup-
port and opportunity (including for new jobs and the ability to 
do more with less).  Professionally, I’m involved in banking for 
cleantech companies and my other not-for-profit activities in-
clude serving on the board of Green City Force and sponsoring 
the Employment Sustainability Initiative on Employment and 
Technology at Cornell University.

Michael Cafaro
I’ve been the Newsletter Editor (1999-2001; 2007-08; 2013-pres-
ent); Political Chair (2002-2006; 2008-2010); and Coastal Wa-
terways Chair (2006-07; 2011-12). It seems as if I keep recy-
cling the same jobs over and over. However, it’s work that needs 

to be done, so I just keep on trucking. At any rate, there are 
some really important issues coming up that I would like to see 
brought front and center. I’m determined to exert some influ-
ence in that regard (i.e., the reclaiming of open space on Long 
Island, responsible green building), and I intend to utilize the 
quarterly space allotted in the newsletter to further interest in 
those causes. There are those who frequently refer to the news-
letter as an archaic relic of the past. I’m still trying to see how 
this paper document can be fully integrated into our soon to 
be revised media structure. Hopefully, this transformation will 
finally occur in 2014. 

Jane Fasullo
In May 2006, I volunteered to “work” an information table at 
a local event for the club. I was asked to take over the manage-
ment of “tablings” because the prior manager was moving out 
of state. I said yes. I am still the “tabling” manager. And though 
I grew up on L.I., “eating off the land” and loving this place I call 
‘home’, it’s not enough to do the job. So, I attend LOTS of meet-
ings, hearings, press conferences, forums, and I read everything 
I can get my hands on about our environment. Since elected 
to the L.I. executive committee in late 2006, I do everything I 
can to protect this place for all its inhabitants. I am the outings 
program manager/director, a “field educator”, a fundraiser, an 
organizer, and a representative to the state level executive com-
mittee. I’d like another term to continue influencing, and carry-
ing out the Club’s activities.

Diane Ives
I’ve been a Sierra Club board member for a little over 2 yrs. I’m 
originally from Connecticut but have lived in Copiague for 30 
yrs. As a board member I want to try to save Long Island’s open 
spaces and clean water. Some things I’ve helped with recently 
include setting up programs for this coming winter on sustain-
able home design, interior design, and landscaping. I helped get 
funding for a bioswale at Farmingdale State College and attend-
ed workshops on green infrastructure and native plants. 

Continued on Page 6
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Contact Harvey Miller at hmiller@optonline.net. 

Our need to Know 
By Richard Manning

I recently did a presentation representing the USGBC-LI chapter for the Sierra Club in Commack. They are two very good orga-
nizations that share the same philosophy of caring about our environment. 
The subject I presented was our need to know what we can do to help our next generation learn how to ensure our environment 
stays healthy and resilient.The subject was on the RESNET policy Proposal “Introducing Transparency and Rationality into the 
Home Buying Process”
RESNETis an independent, non-profit membership corporation that is recognized as the national standards-making body for 
building energy efficiency rating and certification systems in the United States. They developed the software for newly built 
Energy Star Homes, which is a rating system that provides a score that informs the public how energy efficient the home is com-
pared to a house built to current code.
The policy that RESNET puts forth is due to the lack of available information to consumers that don’t know or understand what 
an Energy Star house is, or how it helps us all in conserving energy and protecting our environment for the following genera-
tions.RESNET supports a mandatory requirement for a Home Energy Rating System (HERS) Index Score for all new and exist-
ing homes financed through a federal mortgage program, such as Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, the FHA and the VA, leading to 
greater transparency to homeowners and mortgage financiers to include energy efficiency as part of the mortgage process
There is now bipartisan legislation in the Senate that will help the home buying public get something for their money, namely 
adding value to their homes for energy upgrades and some relief in purchasing an energy efficient home. If it passes, it will make 
available changes in the underwriting of mortgages to include energy efficient upgrades in calculating mortgages that will help 
customers to buy a home they can afford to maintain. 
This idea also hits close to my heart. My son is currently serving in the Army. I would like nothing better than for him to be 
protecting our environment that the interest of Multi-National corporations. Our job at USGBC-LI as well as the Sierra Club is 
to get the message out to all citizens on how to protect our environment and nothing does it better than education. 
Once the public understands the benefits of conserving energy to protect our environment, which is the shared objective of US-
GBC and the Sierra Club; I think they will better understandthe necessity of our mutual perspective towards our common goal.


