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We collect old cell phones for recycling at our community events!

Events for members and the community:
Film Showing: Gasland

Friday, June 15th at 7:00 pm, Copiague Memorial Public Library
Gasland is a documentary about hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”). The film will be followed by discussion and a 
short presentation of Long Island Green Homes residential energy efficiency program. About the movie (from 
gaslandthemovie.com): “The largest domestic natural gas drilling boom in history has swept across the United 
States. The Halliburton-developed drilling technology of ‘fracking’ or hydraulic fracturing has unlocked a ‘Saudia 
Arabia of natural gas’ just beneath us. But is fracking safe? When filmmaker Josh Fox is asked to lease his land for 
drilling, he embarks on a cross-country odyssey uncovering a trail of secrets, lies and contamination. Residents of 
a recently-drilled nearby Pennsylvania town report that they are able to light their drinking water on fire. This is 
just one of many absurd and astonishing revelations. Part verite travelogue, part expose, part mystery, part blue-
grass banjo meltdown, part showdown.”
Light refreshments will be served. (Please bring your own coffee mug if possible.)
Bring used toner, batteries, and cell phones for recycling.
Where: Copiague Memorial Public Library, 50 Deauville Blvd. Directions: 1 mi. east of Rt. 110 (Broadway) Amityville, 
turn left (north) onto Deauville, library is on right just past corner. If you pass the school, you’ve gone too far. Parking 
in rear, auditorium just inside rear entrance.
(See page 3 for our August screening of “Bag It.”)

Lunch, Wine and Song
Sunday, June 24, 11:30 – 4:30+

Sunday buffet brunch starting at 11:30, Meeting House Creek Inn, 
Jamesport. The Meeting House Creek Inn is located on none other 
than Meeting House Creek. It has open-air dining on a deck at the 
creek’s edge, an enclosed sun porch and an interior air-conditioned 
dining room. Your buffet includes unlimited food and one cocktail 
plus all the soft drinks you want. Then enjoy … Five-wine tasting and 
music starting at 1:00, Clovis Point Winery, Jamesport. Clovis Point 
is known for its dry wines. Here the Acoustic Leaders will sing and 
play from 1:30 to 4:30. For those who wish to linger, the winery stays 
open until 7pm. To the extent possible, we can arrange a few carpool pick-up and drop-off locations along major 
roadways. There is a 25 guest limit. The cost of $44 per person includes an unlimited buffet, one free cocktail, 
unlimited soft drinks, the wine tasting, the acoustic rock guitar music, all taxes, and gratuities. Pre-payment is 
required by June 19th. You can pay using the “make a donation” option on our website (www.LiSierraClub.org) or 
by making arrangements for payment when you call to register. ALL ATTENDEES MUST REGISTER in addition 
to pre-paying. Register by calling Jane at 631-689-1568 by Tuesday, June 19th. A space will NOT be reserved for you 
unless you specifically call to sign up.

www.LISierraClub.org
gaslandthemovie.com
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It All Turns
By Mark Kinnucan

Chopping wood is a singu-
lar pleasure for me. I do it with 
a splitting maul and two steel 
wedges. With these three tools, I 
have turned logs three feet across 
into a stack of firewood. I started 
chopping wood about ten years 
ago when we moved into a house in northern Virginia 
that had a fireplace and neighbors with a penchant for 
leaving the trees they’d cut down as logs on the curb. Our 
house here on the Island doesn’t have a fireplace, but I’ve 
kept up the wood chopping because I like the exercise. 
And, as I said, because I find it a pleasant, and satisfying, 
activity.

Wendell Berry would understand that pleasure. Over 
the decades, his writings have remarked the joys and the 
value of simple things and of physical exertion. And, 
especially, of farming. A writer, an agrarian, and a life-
long environmentalist, Wendell Berry was chosen by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities to deliver this 
year’s Jefferson Memorial Lecture at the Kennedy Center 
(http://www.neh.gov/news/2012-jefferson-lecture-
wendell-berry).  

I first became familiar with the works of Wendell Ber-
ry about 15 years ago when I selected one of his poems to 
read at a wedding. The poem was called Touch-Me-Not, 
and it begins, “There is a flower called a touch-me-not / 
Which means, of course, touch me.” After that introduc-
tion, I started seeking out more of his work. My favorite 
is the novel, Jayber Crow. It’s a story of the life of a bar-
ber in a small town in Kentucky. But of course, it’s much 
more than that.  Most of the people Jayber interacts with 
in Port William are farmers, and so it is also the story of 
the transformation of farming into agribusiness over the 
course of the middle part of the twentieth century, and 
of the devastating effects that transformation has had on 
the land and the people.

The themes of Jayber Crow are readily apparent in 
Mr. Berry’s Jefferson Lecture, which was titled “It All 
Turns on Affection.”  His thesis was that our current path 
of increasing industrialization and remoteness is unsus-
tainable, and that we need to return to local economies.  
Local economies are based on neighborliness, or as he 
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would call it, affection.
Which brings me back to the wood chopping.  If we 

don’t have a fireplace - you may be wondering - what do 
I do with the wood? Sometimes I give it to neighbors.  
But then there was the time that I managed to turn two 
small trailer loads of wood into a pleasant afternoon 
in which the wood’s recipient, a friend of mine, and I 
removed the seats from my car and replaced the carpet 
that had been ruined (by grape juice that then ferment-
ed, if you must know) with a new carpet.  

It all turns.

A Clarification
The announcement in our spring issue regarding 

the energy research competition for high school stu-
dents included a brief, inadequate description of the 
winning paper. The key concept involved using heat 
to power Stirling engines that would split water into 
hydrogen and oxygen at very high temperatures; then 
electricity could be produced by reverse-electrolysis (as 
in fuel cells) at lower temperatures, either then or later 
when the power was needed. Though waste heat from 
nuclear power was indicated as a source of heat, the 
paper was selected because it displayed a level of tech-
nical knowledge and inventiveness far above the other 
entries, and—most importantly—these ideas could be 
combined with truly renewable sources of energy such 
as solar thermal. It should be understood that the Long 
Island Group supports the Atlantic Chapter’s efforts to 
close the Indian Point nuclear plant, and we stand firm-
ly with National Sierra Club against nuclear power. We 
regret any confusion the competition announcement 
may have caused.

Film Showing: Bag It
Wednesday, August 8th at 7:00 pm 

Sizan Beraza’s documentary follows Jeb Berrier, a regu-
lar guy who became interested in how the abundance 
of discarded plastic products in the world has had an 
adverse effect on the environment. As he learns more 
about the harmful side-effects of our reliance on plastic, 
the problem becomes unexpectedly personal. The film 
shows how a sea of garbage dubbed the Pacific Garbage 
Patch is negatively impacting marine life, like sea tur-
tles who mistake plastic bags for jelly fish, their favorite 
food. Q&A will follow the screening. Where: Copiague 
Memorial Public Library, 50 Deauville Blvd. Directions: 
See page 1.

Turtles of Long Island
(continued from Spring newsletter)

by Jan Christopher Porinchak
The Northern Diamond Backed Terrapin resembles 

the Slider Turtles in form and habits. It is unique, how-
ever, in that it lives in brackish and marine environ-
ments. It’s a handsome creature, with a light, bluish grey 
skin attractively mottled with black markings. The cara-
pace is a dark brown, with deeply ringed scutes, while 
the plastron is yellow with a dark pattern overlay. Look 
for this species in marshes, bays, and estuaries. These 
turtles were once harvested nearly to extinction, as they 
were prized for the their meat. They were shipped into 
New York City literally by the trainload to become a del-
icacy on the plates of the wealthy. When turtle meat fell 
out of fashion and harvesting was regulated, the num-
bers of the Diamond Backed Terrapin rebounded. Now, 
demand for turtle meat in Asian markets domestic and 
abroad is on the rise, which unfortunately is again put-
ting pressure on turtle populations around the world.

The Eastern Box Turtle is Long Island’s only truly 
terrestrial turtle. These reptiles have a highly domed 
shell, with very variable markings that are attractive 
mixtures of yellows, oranges, and shades of brown. 
These colors and patterns make for very effective cam-
ouflage in the woodland or meadow habitats that these 
creatures favor. In summer they are often seen after a 
heavy rain, perhaps soaking in a trailside puddle. In 
that setting, carapace glossy with rain, colors vivid and 
aglow, they are a gem to behold. If the Box Turtle feels 
threatened, it has the ability to tuck its legs, head, and 
tail completely into its shell. This is achieved by means 
of a hinge on the turtle’s plastron. “Buttoned up” in this 
manner, the turtle is quite secure from predators such 
as foxes, raccoons, and other creatures. Box turtles are 
omnivorous, feeding on invertebrates, plants, berries, 
and mushrooms. Eastern Box Turtles are document-
ed to have life spans of over 100 years, and they may 
spend their lifetime within an area of just a few acres 
if the habitat is undisturbed. While they are appealing 
creatures, it is never a good idea to remove one of these 
wonderful reptiles from its home in nature.

While a discussion of sea turtles is beyond the 
scope of this article, the reader should be aware that 
sea turtles do swim in the marine waters around Long 

(continued on page 7)
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June 16 - E                    10:00am/11:00 am
Walk &/or sketching class at Belmont Lake State Park                    
Belmont Lake is a beautiful place known particularly for 
the variety of birds it draws, especially ducks. Together with 
its trees, shrubs, vines and wetlands, it’s a favorite place for 
photographers, artists and naturalists. This event has two 
parts—a walk and a class in sketching nature. You can take 
just the walk, just the sketching class or a combination of 
both. At 10:00am, begin a leisurely ¾-mile walk around the 
lake on a flat unpaved path. Some roots protrude along the 
northern segment. By 10:45, return to the parking lot. Those 
who choose to do the beginners sketching class will retrieve 
their art materials from their car. For those who don’t want 
to sketch, there may be an extension walk on the south side 
of Southern State Parkway for an additional 2 miles. The 
class will begin at 11am on the east (parking lot) side of the 
lake. Instructor Kathy Clark is an experienced sketch and 
watercolor artist who will concentrate on sketching nature. 
Google “Cathy Johnson Sketching in Nature” to discover what 
things are good to bring with you and to get an idea of what 
will be done. A small sketch book and pencil will be sufficient 
for many. Examples of nature sketchbooks will be available 
for viewing. It is hoped you will learn how much you can 
do with just a pencil (or watercolor pencils) and paper. The 
park has an $8 parking fee, bathroom facilities and a water 
fountain. Insect repellent and sun protection are strongly 
advised. Directions: From the east, take exit 38 off Southern 
State Parkway which goes directly into the park. From the west, 
get off at exit 39, turn left over the Southern State bridge, turn 
left again, re-enter the Parkway and get off at exit 38. Once in 
the park, stay right at the fork and proceed to the parking lot. In 
the lot, stay left. Meet at the southwest corner of the lot. 

June 17 – E       noon  
HIKE – Setauket Woods exploratory
 Join this exploratory walk on the Laurel Ridge Setauket 
Woods trails, which are mostly flat but have some slightly 
rolling spots. The hike is planned to be 2-3 miles but it could 
be longer. Allow up to 1½ hours to discover some of the man-
made and natural things found here including the fuel stor-
age tanks (their history and how they helped preserve this 

park will be mentioned), the bike trails, the LIPA power line 
right of way (its importance in the wild life food chain will be 
mentioned), the tracks of animals that pass through or live 
here, and hopefully see and taste some delicious wild blue-
berries (as we did last year). Bring tick repellent. Rain can-
cels. Meet along the east side of Belle Meade Road (right side 
as you travel north from 347 to Upper Sheep Pasture Road) 
at the north end of the wooded area. You’ll see me with my 
clipboard and red Hyundai Accent. Information: see header. 
June 24        Lunch, Wine and Song            11:30 – 4:30+
(see page 1 of newsletter for details)
June 30 - E 12:30pm
Kayak in Carmans River, South Haven (west of Shirley)  
Travel down the river and into a section of Bellport Bay, then 
beach on the east side of the bay for a short respite before 
the return trip. We will talk a bit about the condition of the 
river and some of the plants we encounter, search for turtles, 
and identify as many birds as we can. When we get to the 
bay, differences between the river and the bay life will be 
pointed out. Rentals are not available here—you must bring 
your own boat and equipment. A floatation device must be 
worn while in your boat. Rain or lightning cancels. Park at 
the old Glacier Bay store on the north side of Montauk Hwy 
just west of the river crossing. Montauk Hwy is just south 
of Sunrise Hwy and the river is west of William Floyd Park-
way. If you are not from the area, use the LIE exit 68 south 
(William Floyd) or Sunrise exit 58 south. Information: see 
header.
July 1 - E                       12:30pm
Bicycle in Manorville   
This is the 4th of July weekend so we are avoiding the more 
crowded parks today. This ride is roughly 11 miles on very 
slightly rolling roads with little traffic and at a slow pace; 
good for beginners. Allow 1½ hours. Our loop runs through 
mostly Pine Barrens land. We will take a short walk into 
fields south of the Grumman Property and stop a moment at 
the upper part of the Peconic River. You’ll learn about birds 
that frequent the old airport runways, the open field, the golf 
course, and the stream (bluebirds, woodcock, kestrels, and 
more). Our total distance will depend on the heat and the 

Outings and Events
Note: For further details on our hikes and other events, including Executive Committee meetings, 
call the L.I. Group voicemail at 516-826-0801. For additions or cancellations, please check the cal-
endar on our website, www.LISierraClub.org. For all outings that say “Information: see header,” 
call Jane at 631-689-1568 or, within an hour of the event, call 631-682-6018.
E - educational information will be shared along the way with up to three brief hands-on stops. Most 
walks include some environmental information, but not all stop for viewing and hands-on.

www.LISierraClub.org


Page 5L.I. SIERRA CLUB NEWS

endurance of the leader and riders. Helmet required. Rentals 
not available. Start at and return to the west end of the King 
Kullen shopping center behind the McDonalds at the inter-
section of CR111 and Chapman Blvd. (just south of L.I.E. exit 
70). Rain cancels. Contact: see header.

July 7 – E       9:00am-3:00pm  
 Shellfish Restoration Project   
 Join the Coastal Steward and the Sierra Club as we help with 
the Brookhaven Town shellfish restoration program in Mt. 
Sinai Harbor. You do not have to work the entire time. The 
Shellfish Restoration Project is a hands-on experience that 
uses volunteers to assist with the shellfish “seed” growing. 
The shellfish “seed” consists of donated or purchased oysters, 
bay scallops or clams depending on what is available. When 
they arrive, the “seeds” are ¼ of an inch or smaller and must 
be grown to a larger size before they can be seeded into the 
bays so they are not eaten before they get a chance to mature 
and reproduce. The seeds are first placed in protective cages 
which need to be cleaned every two weeks. During cleanings, 
data is collected on water temperature, growth rates, preda-
tor and disease frequency and mortality. And periodically the 
shellfish must be sorted and their numbers reduced. It is not 
known what work will need to be done on this day. It may 
even include spreading the seedlings in the waters of the har-
bor. Since an adult oyster can filter more than 50 gallons of 
water per day (thus removing problematic organic and inor-
ganic material from the water), this project not only improves 
the availability of seafood for us, it also helps to restore the 
cleanliness of our harbor waters. To take part in this activity, 
you must sign the Sierra Club participant waiver form and 
the Coastal Steward form on site. Also, you must preregister 
for the event at www.coastalsteward.org (click on “Events”). 
Bug repellent is recommended and if you are staying awhile, 
a beverage is a good idea. Meet at Mt. Sinai Harbor’s Town 
of Brookhaven Parks Dept facility by the green fence, next to 
Old Mans Marina).

July 8 10:00am
Bicycle – Massapequa Park to Bethpage Park & back  
 Ride a level blacktop path for about four miles in beautiful 
Massapequa Preserve along the creek. Then, for the next 2.5 
miles, ride the paved path through increasingly rolling ter-
rain, culminating in one long but not too steep hill just before 
entering Bethpage Park. The slower pace of 9 to 12 miles per 
hour is good for beginners. Enjoy your own snack/lunch and 
beverage at Bethpage State Park before returning. If it’s a hot 
day, it is critical that you bring drinking water with you. A 
helmet must be worn by all riders. Bathrooms are at the start, 
middle and finish (in both parks). Heavy rain cancels. Meet 
in the east end of the second parking lot north of the RR sta-
tion where there is an entrance to the Massapequa preserve. 

July 14 - E       2:00pm                                         
HIKE: Wilkwood State Park        
Explore this 600-acre park with a naturalist who will discuss 
and interpret the interesting plants, animals, and ecology we 
will encounter. The hike will take us through hardwood for-
ests and along bluffs that offer scenic views of Long Island 
Sound. Be sure to bring your camera and binoculars along 
to view and capture some of nature’s beauty! This hike is for 
adults, not suitable for young children. The terrain is hilly. 
We will walk approximately three miles. There is an $8 park-
ing fee. Park in the lot, straight ahead past the toll booth and 
slightly left at the stop sign. We’ll meet in front of the bath 
house on the west side of the parking lot (a white cement 
block building). Registration required with Jan Porinchak, 
beachtowel1@verizon.net or 631-327-1268.  Directions:  LIE 
to exit 68. North on Route 46, then east on Route 25a. Left on 
Sound Avenue, left at traffic light onto Hulse Landing Road. 
The park entrance is on the right.

July 21 - E  1:30pm               
Kayak – Nissequogue River   
We start on the upper river where it is narrow and reedy. 
Meandering downstream with the tide, we will pass lots of 
reeds and marsh. We will discuss how the marsh protects the 
land and what its role is in the ecosystem. We’ll also look 
for purple martins in the martin houses, listen for marsh 
sparrows and kingfishers, and look for terns on the boards by 
the mouth of the river. Just before the river empties into the 
Sound there is a sand and gravel beach on the left where we 
will pull out. Sun protection (lotion, visor, towel for your legs, 
sun glasses, etc.) and a beverage are strongly recommended.
Floatation device must be worn. Kayak rentals are at the site 
but you must make your own arrangements. Nissequogue 
River Canoe Rentals, 631-979-8244, www.canoerentals.com. 
This company will shuttle rental persons and one driver per 
non-rental car to the starting place free. If you rent, please 
mention that you are with the Sierra Club group. Park in 
the Paul T. Given County Park on the south side of Jericho 
Tpke. diagonally across from the Smithtown Bull statue. Trip 
takes about 2½ hours. Rain cancels. Registration required. 
Contact: see header.

July 22 – E               1:00pm      Walk with the Park Ranger
West Meadow Beach, Stony Brook  
Walk along West Meadow beach to the end of the penin-
sulawhere three tides converge then return along a paved, 
traffic-free road on the wetlands side, seeing where cottages 
once stood. Allow two hours for this two-mile interpretive 
walk, which features Eileen Gerle, the Brookhaven Town 
park ranger and education director for West Meadow Beach. 
She will describe local wildlife (plover, crabs, raccoon, etc.), 

(continued on next page)

www.coastalsteward.org
www.canoerentals.com 
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Outings and Events 
(continued from previous page)

beach habitats, and beach ecology. Dress in appropriate layers 
and wear shoes appropriate for sand and dampness. A bever-
age is strongly suggested. The facilities will be open. There 
will be a fee for non-residents (and possibly residents) to park 
at the beach. Mosquito repellent a good idea. Directions: LIE 
to Nichols Rd (exit 62) north. At the end of Nichols, turn left 
onto 25A toward Stony Brook. At the first traffic light turn 
right onto Quaker Path. At the stop sign just after crossing 
Christian Ave, stay left onto Mount Gray Rd. About ½ mile 
up, at a stop sign, turn left onto West Meadow Beach Rd. At 
the end of the road, turn right into the parking lot, then turn 
left and go to the south end of the lot. 
July 28     noon   
Kayak - Connetquot River, Great River   
Come enjoy the peace and quiet of the Connetquot River. We 
will paddle roughly five miles in semi-protected areas. There 
are no kayak rentals here but if you rent somewhere and need 
help unloading or loading the boat, we can give you a hand. 
Kayaks can be carried on a soft throw on the roof of every car 
that does not have roof racks or an antenna in the way. Bring 
sun screen or sun-protective clothes and water. A waterproof 
bag for your personal items and bug repellent are suggested. 
A flotation device must be worn while in your boat. You must 
register as the number of participants is limited. Contact Jane 
at 631-689-1568 or jfas1@optonline.net. If you register, please 
show up or call to cancel in time for someone else to take 
your place. Directions: From the west: Heckscher to exit 45 east 
(Rte. 27A [S. Country Rd]) or Sunrise Hwy to the Heckscher 
Pky south exit (either 45 or 46) then take Heckscher’s exit 45 to 
east 27A. Follow 27A east for a very short distance to the first 
street, River Road. Turn right onto River Rd. (before Bayard 
Cutting Arboretum). Go to the end and just before the entry to 
the Timber Point Golf club, turn left onto a narrow dirt road to 
the water. Park in any available spot. From the east: take Sun-
rise Hwy west to the Connetquot Ave exit (same as the Heck-
scher Parkway exit). Exit the service road onto Connetquot Ave 
south. Cross 27A to the Timber Point Golf Club and turn left in 
front of the club entrance onto the dirt road.  
Aug 4    noon   
Kayak – Stony Brook Harbor or Smithtown Bay  
Depending on the wind, we will either launch at West Mead-
ow Beach and kayak through the marsh behind the beach 
or launch at the Stony Brook creek area (across from the U-
shaped shopping center and by the Three Village Inn) and 
kayak into Stony Brook Harbor. You will have to call the day 
before to find out which route we will take. The tide is good 
for either. There are no kayak rentals here but you are wel-
come to rent anywhere and car-top a kayak to the location. 

We will help you unload and reload your boat. A life vest, 
preserver or jacket must be worn while in your boat. Sun pro-
tection (lotion, visor, towel for your legs, sun glasses, etc.) and 
a beverage are strongly recommended. Allow two hours for 
the paddle. 
Aug 5 2:00pm   
BICYCLE Heckscher Park and Great River, Islip   
A great ride on the flats. Good for beginners at a pace of about 
12 miles per hour. We’ll take a short ride from the school to 
the park, loop through the park, spin through some lightly 
traveled local streets, glide by the school, then proceed to a 
long straight road to a beach and boat area. On the way back 
we’ll stop at the South Shore Nature Center. Choose 8 miles 
in under an hour or 13 miles in just over 1½ hours. Must wear 
a helmet and have your own bike. Meet at JFK elementary 
school on Woodland Drive in E. Islip/Great River. Directions: 
Sunrise Hwy to Carlton Ave south which becomes Woodland 
Dr. after crossing Montauk Hwy. 
Aug 19 - E      2:00pm            
HIKE Avalon Preserve & East Farm, Stony Brook
Four-plus miles, mostly hilly, about 1.5 hours. This pondside 
and hillside park has a boardwalk along the pond where you 
can see many varieties of water fowl at the start and end of 
the hike. From the boardwalk, walk up stone steps to a small 
man-made pond, a labyrinth and a viewing platform. A grav-
el path leads to East Farm, a mix of flat fields and hilly wood-
lands. Transitioning from the fields to the woods you’ll find 
new growth of vines, shrubs, and small trees. Upland birds 
love this transition zone for shelter and food (berries and 
seeds). Beverage and sunglasses recommended. Heavy rain 
will cancel. Meet in front of the grist mill on Harbor Rd at the 
north end of the mill pond in Stony Brook.
Aug 26 - E 11:00am     
Kayak – Bullshead Bay, Southampton   
Kayak about 6 miles in 3 to 4 hours with a break for a swim 
and self-provided snack. Beautiful mixture of wild and de-
veloped watersides. Visit the pond, the creeks, and wander 
into Peconic Bay. This is one of the Island’s best kept secret 
kayaking spots with lots to explore and learn about. During 
our beach stop we will learn about tides, who lives in some 
of those shells, what seaweeds do, and more. Floatation de-
vise must be worn while in your boat. No rental at this site 
or in the immediate area but car-topping a kayak is easy and 
we can help you unload and load it. Take Sunrise Highway
east over the Shinnecock Canal. At the light for Southamp-
ton College (Tuckahoe Rd), turn left. At the four corners, stay 
leftish across the intersection (don’t take the hard left) onto 
Barkers Island Road. Where the road makes a hard right (90 
degree) bend, keep going straight to the beach. It will be a 
dirt road. Park at the end. Registration required. Rain cancels. 
Contact: see header.
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Long Island’s sole source of drinking water is our un-
derground aquifers. Our water supply can be compro-
mised if underground water levels fall too far as a result of 
prolonged drought or over-pumping. The opposite situa-
tion—a water table that is too near the surface—can make 
basements and other underground structures more prone 
to flooding in heavy rains. The safety of the water supply 
can also be compromised by infiltration of salt water from 
around the Island, and by migration of toxic materials 
from known and unknown waste sites.

U.S. Geological Survey, a Federal water science agen-
cy, has maintained a network of sampling wells through-
out Long Island and New York City to monitor both wa-
ter purity and water levels for problems in water purity 
or availability before they impact actual supplies. A total 
of 53 groundwater wells and six streams were monitored 
in Nassau County alone. The existing data goes back over 
sixty years.

This program had been supported cooperatively 
through matching funds from concerned local agencies 
and governments.  For budgetary reasons, in 2010 Nas-
sau County ended its support; this had been costing the 
County about eleven cents per year per County resident. 
As a result, sampling and water quality testing of these 
wells in Nassau has ceased. 

The effect of halting the program in Nassau is obvious 
– there is a “hole” in the data in Nassau where wells are no 
longer being monitored.

The gap in Nassau’s data is over a year long and grow-
ing; such missing data cannot be replaced. Making accu-
rate computer model projections of future water flow pat-
terns and availability becomes difficult to impossible with 
a lengthening gap in the data.

 Nassau County Executive Edward P. Mangano had 
been honored by the New York League of Conservation 
Voters for “fighting for Clean Water/Clean Air bond act 
funding for the purpose of ground water protection.”  But 
it’s impossible to properly protect an invaluable resource 
such as Nassau County’s groundwater drinking supply if 
its actual condition can’t be monitored. 

Please contact County Executive Mangano to remind 
him of his previous commitment to protecting our water 
supply, and request Nassau County renew its sponsorship 
of the USGS water sampling program. Nassau County Ex-
ecutive Edward P. Mangano, Office of the County Execu-
tive, 1550 Franklin Avenue, Mineola, NY 11501.

Protecting Nassau’s Drinking Water
by Peter Gollon
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Island. They may occasionally be found washed up on our 
shores, stunned or killed as a result of an abrupt change in 
water temperature with the arrival of winter. These unique 
reptiles are the Green Turtle, Loggerhead, Atlantic Ridely, 
and Leatherback turtles.

   Turtles are nature’s survivors. Asteroids have impacted 
the planet, glaciers have advanced and receded, the dino-
saurs and a host of other creatures have come and gone in 
their time, but the turtles, with their unique adaptations, 
have thrived. Yet today many turtle species are endangered 
or negatively impacted by the activities of humans. How-
ever, given a chance, with stewardship of the environment 
these remarkable reptiles can continue to coexist with us. 
In researching for this article I came across many inter-
esting facts about turtles too numerous to include here. I 
hope that the reader will be inspired by this piece and will 
seek out more information about the life history of these 
fascinating reptiles, hopefully by getting outdoors and ob-
serving them first hand. See you on Long Island’s trails.

Turtles of Long Island
(continued from page 3)
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