
SIERRA CLUB & LI GREEN’S FIRST ANNUAL JOINT
ORGANIC LONG ISLAND WINE TASTING AND ART SHOW

IN THE HAMPTONS
Date and Time: Thursday, June 5th from 6-9PM

Place Stony Brook Southampton. Chancellors Hall
239 Montauk Highway, Southampton, NY 11968

Cost $25
PO Box 210 Syosset NY 11791-0210

Artists Seeking to Sell their Art Work at the event and for more info
Contact Frank Morris at (516) 410-8461 frankmorris@ecologicinvestor.com

L. I. Sierra Club News
Volume 27 No.2 Summer - 2008www. LISierraClub.org

KAYAKATHON IN RIVERHEAD ON SAT., JUNE 21ST - SEE PAGES 6-8

FOUR STEPS TO A TOXIC-FREE, ORGANIC LAWN
Wednesday, June 11th, Dessert at 7PM, Seminar 7:30-8:30PM

Franklin Square Library in Town of Hempstead

It is possible to have a lush, green, healthy lawn and trees without the use of pesticides that
may be harmful to your family’s health. Whether you are a do-it-yourselfer or you hire a
landscaper, this forum will lay out simple steps for an organic maintenance program —
introducing you to many different products, and illustrate organic techniques; show you
why “feeding the soil” helps your lawn build up natural defenses to resist disease, weeds,
and insect pests; provide you with a resource directory that includes instructional, “how-
to” information on using the latest products, a list of L.I. retail stores that carry organic
lawn care products, and a list of L.I. organic landscapers.  Presented by the Neighborhood
Network.
Directions: FROM LIE: Exit 34 New Hyde Park Road south. Proceed app. 4 miles to Hempstead Turnpike.
Make left and go 0.3 miles to Lincoln Road. Make left. Library is on the left; parking across street.
FROM SOUTHERN STATE: Exit 16 North (Franklin Ave) - proceed app. 1.8 miles to Hempstead Turnpike.
Make right and go 0.3 miles to Lincoln Road. Turn left at Lincoln Road; library is on the left.

COMMUNITY MEETING: Sunday, July 20th from 11AM-1PM
 South Shore Nature Center in East Islip

Christopher Clapp, the estuary specialist for The Nature Conservancy, will speak to us concerning the
seeding of the Great South Bay and how it is progressing. As you may know, the once famous Blue Points
Oyster Company in West Sayville gave 11,500 acres of bottomland to the Nature Conservancy in October,
2002 for conservation and reseeding. Once  a plentiful  source of oysters and clams, the bay has suffered
greatly due to overfishing and run off, thereby drastically reducing their numbers.
Directions to South Shore Nature Center - 130 Bayview Ave. East Islip (it’s in an old house)
FROM THE EAST—Sunrise Hwy/ Route 27 to Exit 46 Connetquot Ave/Carleton Ave.  At Carleton Ave head
south to Montauk Hwy (27A/Main Street) make a right going west one block then left onto Bay View Ave.
FROM THE WEST—Sunrise Hwy Exit 46 toward Carleton Ave/East Islip head South to Montauk Hwy (27A/
Main Street) make a right going west one block and then a left onto Bay View Ave.
Trails in the nature center are available for unguided walks.



Page 2 L.I.Sierra Club News

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet

SIERRA CLUB
LONG ISLAND GROUP

516-826-0801
www.LISierraClub.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND CHAIRS

Group Chair/Chapter Delegate/Fundraising:
Frank Morris* 516-410-8461
frankmorris@ecologicinvestor.com

Vice Chair: Ann Aurelio*
631-567-1937 smileyann1@att.net

Treasurer: John Sheaff
516-378-9104 jsheaff@optonline.net

Conservation/Publicity Chair: Jessica Helm*
631-849-5733  helm_jessica@yahoo.com

Membership Chair/Chapter Alternate Delegate:
Clare Chotiner*
631-757-5373  crchotiner@yahoo.com

Political Chair/Chapter Delegate:  Michael Cafaro*
631-243-1127  michaelcafaro@aol.com

Webmaster/Chapter Alternate Delegate:
Harvey Miller*
516-794-7059  hmiller@optonline.net

Special Projects: True Hampton  516-883-7850
Mark Kinnucan* 631-424-1889   kinnucan@patriot.net

Energy: Fitzgerald Yaw*
662-312-2615   ras524036@gmail.com

Newsletter: Irene Bagley
516-326-2513  ib887@yahoo.com

Outreach/Tabling Chair: Jane Fasullo*
631-689-1568  jfas1@optonline.net

Coastal Waterways Chair: Linda Freilich*
631-419-1198  turton@optonline.net

Advertising: Laura Macy: carpediem910@hotmail.com

Calendar/Card Sales: Jeanne Sofia  631- 643-1434

Hospitality: Lauren Piazza
631-757-1336   elp120@yahoo.com

Education: Helen Lein
516-465-2452   helen.lein@gmail.com,

*Indicates Executive Committee Member

“I’ve walked through the
crowds of crowds all my
life. I’ve seen the faces
of the tired people and
heard the listless
politicians intone. I’ve
seen the men come
down from the fields. I’ve seen the hard cities.
And all the time I looked past sterile eyes into
sterile hearts. Then one time I looked and it
was different than all the other times and I
told myself I’d have to be the worst kind of fool
to recognize something had happened and not
do something about it.” Leon Uris, Trinity.
“I’d have to be the worst kind of fool to
recognize something had happened and not
do something about it…”
Have you ever had that moment, when you
knew something was going to happen, when
opportunity was knocking, when everything
intuitive within you was saying, “DO
THIS!!!!”…and you missed it…
In term of the issue of engaging global climate
change, the time is now.
How?
Broadwater, the liquid natural gas abomination
planned for Long Island Sound, has been
defeated. 250 megawatts of solar electricity
are going to be built on the warehouses of
California by the utility California Edison, a
potentially precedent setting, game changing
development. Long Island Interfaith Power and
Light is mobilizing the Faith Community to
embrace energy efficiency and renewable
energy. Long Island Green www.ligreen.com
is offering FREE energy audits for the heating,
cooling, and electricity systems of Long Island
homes, as well as setting up low cost loans to
pay for efficiency retrofits.
Fellow Sierrans, the time is now. In terms of
the issue of getting involved with protecting
the environment, and building an efficient
renewable energy infrastructure, the time is
now.
All we have is now. Don’t miss this fleeting
chance to build a new America.
frankmorris@ecologicinvestor.com

SEIZE THE
OPPORTUNITY

     Secretary and Outings Chair Positions Open at Present
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IT’S TIME TO MAKE EVERY HOUSE ON
LONG ISLAND ENERGY EFFICIENT

LET’S START WITH YOURS
By Frank Morris, Group Chair

Residential structures in the United States are the single largest
consumer IN THE WORLD.   So says the McKinsey Global Institute,
an economic research company, in a recent report.  But there’s more. 
The typical American home annually releases over twice the carbon
dioxide of the average car.   Taken as an aggregate, buildings in the
United States are actually responsible for almost 50% of the nation’s
greenhouse gas emissions.   Surely we can do better.  We have to do
better.  But how do we get this done?  The challenges that our society
faces due to the inefficient use of resources and the pollution caused
by burning fossil fuels are incredibly large, planetary in scope.   While
perhaps personally economically helpful and satisfying the reality is
that actions taken by individuals are just too small to be meaningful. 
Only large, community wide efforts can produce the scale necessary to
produce significant results. 

LI Green, a not for profit community corporation affiliated with the
Advanced Energy Research Technology Center at Stony Brook University,
is asking for you join in to help solve this challenge.  Greatly improving
the energy efficiency of homes is the first step toward the larger Green
Economy on Long Island .  The economic and pollution reduction returns
from energy efficiency actions that we take completely dwarf those seen
by any other energy technology. 

Where do you begin?  By making your home energy efficient.  You’ll be
saving the planet at the same time you reduce your home’s energy bills
by 25% or more.  This is thousands of dollars (and pounds of CO2) in
savings annually.

The first step is an energy audit.  LI Green is offering to conduct a no
cost energy analysis of homes owned by Sierra Club Members.  Typically
you will pay $300 or more for these services.  The home energy study
will include a survey for energy efficiency improvements, infrared
thermographic study and utility bill analysis.  Following that meeting a
detailed work plan will be created to help you achieve your savings.  LI
Green’s network of certified implementation contractors is available to
make these changes.  Below market “Green Energy Loans” are available
through Bethpage Federal Credit Union to help pay for the improvements
if appropriate.

More information about the LI Green Home Energy Efficiency Project is
available at www.ligreen.com or by calling the Green Team at 631-721-
1908
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Outings and Events
Note:  For further details on our hikes or events – including

Ex Com Meetings – call the L.I. group voicemail at
516-826-0801.  For a complete list of outings,

or any changes in outings, please check  our website at
www.LISierraClub.org

May 24 – KAYAK – Setauket Harbor – 10:30 – bring:
sun protection, beverage, lunch or snack. Rentals on
your own. Life vest a must! Launch from Setauket
Canoe and Kayak Rentals (631-751-2706) on Shore
Road, north off Main Street, Setauket. Rain cancels.
Info and reservations (required): Jane 631-689-1568.

May 25 - KAYAK - Brown’s River, Sayville - 10:30 to
app. 1PM - optional lunch at the Cull House after the
kayak. Rentals on your own. Bring beverage and sun
protection. Life vest a must! Meet at the waterfront at
the end of Terry Street. Rain cancels the kayaking but
lunch stays only moved up to 11:30. Info and
reservations (required): Barbara 631-218-1844; cell 631-
882-7444.

May 31 – BICYCLE – East Islip – 10 am - side roads –
flat – 7 to 10 miles in one to two hours depending on
the attendees. Children welcome. Meet at JFK
Elementary School on Woodland Drive in East Islip.
Bring your own bike and water. Helmets a must! Rain
cancels. Information: Jane 631-689-1568

July 2008
July 12 – KAYAK – Coecles Harbor, Shelter Island
(or the west side if strong east winds) – 11 am to 3 pm –
on your own rentals. Suggestion: Shelter Island
rentals, single kayak $45 for 4 hours (631-749-1990).
Life vest a must! Ferry ride needed from Greenport or
Sag Harbor. Rain cancels. Meet at Burns Road on
Shelter Island. Information: Jane 631-689-1568

July 19 – WALK/HIKE – David Weld Preserve,
Nissequogue – 9am – 1.5 to 4.5 miles depending on the
attendees – mostly flat –Beverage and binoculars
suggested. Rain cancels. Information: Jane 631-689-
1568

July 20 – FAMILY SAUNTER – Sweetbriar Nature
Center, Smithtown – 10:30 – 1 to 2 miles at easy pace
family-friendly - visit the exhibits and grounds. See
birds of prey and the butterfly house (small
fee required) and explore nature trails. Small children
welcome. Lunch time potluck to follow. For directions,
see http://www.sweetbriarnc.org/directions.html.
RSVP: Kathy at 631-651-9479 or
cinnabuster@yahoo.com.

May 2008

August 2008

June 2008

June 15 – HIKE – 10am – 2 to 3 miles on the flat areas
of Pine Trail south off Middle Country Road just east of
the William Floyd Parkway. Binoculars and a beverage
suggested. Information and registration: Stacey 631-
697-9134

June 21 – KAYAK-A-THON – Riverhead - fundraiser for
Riverhead Foundation, Peconic Baykeeper and Sierra
Club. See details on pages 6-8.

June 22 – HIKE – Wertheim Refuge, South Haven/
Shirley – 10 am - 3 miles – flat – Beverage, binoculars
and bug repellent suggested. Directions: from

August 2 – BICYCLE - Westhampton area or
Heckscher Park, E. Islip (to be determined)  – 10am –
7 to 10 miles - flat – Helmets required! Rain cancels.
More information on the website or contact Jane 631-
689-1568

August 9 – KAYAK – 3 Mile Harbor, East Hampton –
11 am to 3 pm – must bring own kayak (or a rental) –
Life vest required! Bring sun protection, a beverage and
lunch or a snack. Information & Registration
(required!): Jane 631-689-1568

intersection of William Floyd Pkwy and Sunrise Hwy
follow William Floyd south a few feet to the light at
Montauk Hwy. Turn right onto Montauk Hwy. About 7
(left side) blocks down the road turn left onto Smith
Blvd. Entry to park is on the right side of Smith Blvd.
Rain cancels but not drizzle. Information: 631-689-1568

June 28 – BICYCLE – Westhampton Beach  – 10am
7 to 10 miles - flat – Helmet a must! Rain cancels. More
information on the website or contact Jane 631-689-
1568

June 14 – HIKE - Blydenburgh – 10:30am – around
120 acre Stump Pond, through woodlands, over
wetlands and streams, and past the lake. App. 5 1/2
miles, mostly level, with some hills. Recommended for
adults. App. 2 1/2 hrs. Rain date: June 15, same time.
Meet at Blydenburgh-Weld House, the Greenbelt Trail
Conference Headquarters, on the Blydenburgh County
Parks North Side. There may be an admission fee.
Leader: Jan Porinchak 631-754-3019
beachtowel@earthlink.net
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ENERGY PRICES AND ENERGY CHOICES
By Fitzgerald Yaw, Energy Chair

There has been a lot of discussion of high oil prices and their impact on people’s driving patterns, food prices, and
investments in alternative energy and renewable energy projects and energy efficiency. What I will try to do in this
short piece is to review these impacts and provide my perspective as someone who is convinced that we need to wean
ourselves from fossil fuels as our primary source of energy.

High oil prices in themselves do not necessarily indicate that we are at an economic and environmental crisis- that
we have reached peak oil. When we correct the price of oil (above $117 per barrel on 4/21/08) for inflation, incomes
and per cent of world GDP they are not even historical highs (see this page from The Economist, April 19-25, 2008:
http://www.economist.com/finance/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11066673). Contributing to the high price are factors
such as the Iraq war, the relatively weak US dollar, and speculation. These factors do not of course diminish the fact
that for individuals, families, regions, and countries the current oil prices do represent a significant added burden to
routine economic activities.

Recognizing the enormous burden high energy prices put on families, and especially the poor, my main focus will be
on what these current oil prices mean in terms of energy policy and practices. To the extent that current oil prices
force a change in oil consumption patterns then that is a good thing – people drive less and conserve energy use at
home. Higher oil prices are also making more renewable energy projects viable as well as spurring increased efforts
at energy efficiency – especially in the Northeast United States where over 70% of households rely on home heating
oil during the winter. Supplying some home energy by wind and solar power could offset the high cost of fossil fuel
generated energy.

Politicians are making speeches and offering comments on the relatively high oil prices as is to be expected. They are
offering policy ideas to deal with this phenomenon. Unfortunately a lot of what they offer is populist, just seeking
short-term gain without impacting the fundamentals of energy supply and demand. For example one proposal put
forward for the US is a federal gas tax holiday. All that would do is to make short term gas prices a few cents lower per
gallon, thus helping to subsidize current consumption patterns and starving the US Federal highway trust fund at a
time when it is acknowledged that the US road infrastructure needs significant investment just for maintenance. In
contrast, in 2007 the US Congress passed a law to raise fuel economy standards for vehicles by 40 percent – to an
average of 35 mpg. This was largely due to public concern over the increasing cost of gasoline.

High oil prices are also encouraging nebulous talk about the necessity of increasing our “energy independence” –
independence from foreign oil imports. This has led to encouragement of bio fuels. However when we take into
account the subsides offered to farmers and look at all the costs of producing bio fuels the conclusion that we can
arrive at is that promotion of bio fuels as presently conceptualized and undertaken can be very bad for the environment.
The talk of “energy independence” must be combined with that of environmental protection and tackling global
warming so that the solutions to the former do not exacerbate the problems of the latter. When we also consider the
impact of the diversion of crops such as corn and soy beans from food to fuel production the impact on food prices is
also negative for rich and poor countries.

In my view the biggest positive impact from high current oil prices is on renewable energy projects and energy
efficiency initiatives. High oil prices which drive up the cost of home heating as well as the cost of driving and
everything else are making wind and solar energy projects more viable. The impact of new renewable energy technologies
is not to be ignored but higher crude oil prices are definitely a factor in the enhanced viability of renewable energy
projects across the world. This is a clear benefit of the higher fossil fuels prices we currently face, even though these
prices still do not reflect the true environmental and societal cost of extracting and burning those fuels. The positive
impact on efforts to improve energy efficiency is also another real plus. As noted in IDB AMËRICA on electricity
consumption alone energy efficiency can lead to a situation analogous to the discovery of “a new source of energy
that could meet 20 percent of global electricity demand at virtually no cost, and with no negative environmental
impacts.” (see http://www.iadb.org/idbamerica/index.cfm?thisid=4557).

In summary therefore current high fossil fuel prices can be of real value in helping advance the process of movement
from a fossil fuel based economy. However good policy to facilitate and speed this process is not going to come about
accidentally but rather needs input and activism from all of us.

A 2008 SCHEDULE OF LONG ISLAND TOWNS PARTICIPATING IN THE
COLLECTION OF ELECTRONIC WASTE CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.LISIERRACLUB.ORG
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KAYAKING FUNDRAISER

KAYAKING FUNDRAISER… “Paddle to Protect our Waters” at the 1st Annual ActivEntrepreneur
Kayakathon on Saturday, June 21, 2008 on the Peconic River in Riverhead, NY. All proceeds
will support Peconic Baykeeper, Long Island Sierra Club and The Riverhead Foundation of
Marine Research & Preservation.
Select from 1 of 3 kayaking experiences for beginners, novices and experts. Enter our 10 mile
kayak race, 5 mile paddle, or join us for a guided paddling experience through the Peconic
Wetlands. Get educated about how we can help to protect our LI waters, win plenty of prizes
and enjoy some snacks & beverages!
Visit www.activentrepreneur.com (Events) or call (631)736-8996 for details. Volunteers and
sponsors are welcome.
Thank you for helping to protect our Long Island waters!
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