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Community Presentation for the Whole Family:
Treasure Hunt to Learn How to Live with Wildlife

Saturday, June 15th, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Sands Point Preserve, 127 Middleneck Rd., Port Washington
Come anytime during these hours and do the project at your leisure after a brief talk. There will also be a bee 
program from 10:00-1:00 the same day; the Treasure Hunt will follow. Outdoor educator Mary Miller will give a 
short introduction and then a map for families to go out on the many trails in the preserve on a Treasure Hunt. 
We will learn about different animals and what we do that hurts them and how we can change our bad habits and 
common misconceptions. More info: www.sandspointpreserve.org.
Bring old cell phones and used toner cartridges for recycling. Light refreshments will be served. 
Directions: Long Island Expressway to Exit 36 - Searingtown Rd. North. Go straight for 6 miles to entrance. Searing-
town Rd. becomes Port Washington Blvd. & then Middleneck Rd. Parking fee: $10 per car or free with Sands Point 
pass.

Please “Like” us on Facebook! Facebook.com/LongIslandSierraClub

 “Reduce & Reuse” YARD SALE August 10th, Setauket
Donations Needed!

For donations or information: Jane, 631-689-1568, or jfas1@optonline.net

Events for members and the community:
Film Showing: Blue Gold/World Water Wars

Saturday, July 13th, 2:00pm-4:30pm, Emma S. Clark Library, Setauket
This film is an eye-opener to the global issues arising when the fresh drinking water supply to millions of people is 
put in the hands of private for-profit companies. But, this film also mentions the good news which is that people 
everywhere have fought and will continue fight for their basic right to water, from Michigan court cases to violent 
Bolivian revolutions, from Mexican awareness caravans to Maine citizens dumping bottled water back into their 
river, or even third graders protesting in grade school. A question and answer session with Michael Sperazza will 
follow the film. Michael is an associate professor at SUNY Stony Brook, and the director of both the Geospatial 
Center and Coastal Environmental Studies. Please join us for this incredibly informative showing. Light refresh-
ments will be served. (Please bring your own coffee mug if possible.) Bring used toner cartridges and cell phones 
for recycling. Where: Emma S. Clark Libary, Setauket (downstairs meeting room). Directions: LIE exit 62 or Sunrise 
Hwy exit for Nichols Road North. At north end, turn right onto 25A to Setauket for about 1 mile to Old Town Rd./
Main Street. Turn left. Library is on the left after the elementary school.

Film Showing: Bag It
Saturday, August 17th, 2:00pm-4:30pm, Emma S. Clark Library, Setauket

(Please see page 3 for full details)

www.LISierraClub.org
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Letter from the Chair
By Mark Kinnucan

We need to do more. Specifi-
cally, we in the Long Island Si-
erra Club need to be more active 
in the fight to slow global warm-
ing. And to accomplish more, 
we need more volunteers than 
we currently have working on 
LISC projects. By way of illustrating why we need more 
volunteers, I’d like to describe a recent event I went to.

In early April, I attended a reception in Manhattan for 
three of the Sierra Club’s staff attorneys. It was mostly an 
informal standing-around-and-chatting affair, but Sierra 
Club lawyers Josh Stebbins, Josh Berman, and Craig Se-
gall did spend a few minutes talking about their work.  
Mostly what they talked about was fighting to close coal 
plants—the primary mission of the Sierra Club’s Beyond 
Coal Campaign.  

A major strategy they use is to search for a “hook,” a 
law or a set of regulations that can be used to advantage, 
even if its original purpose was for something slightly 
different. Their primary example was the successful ef-
fort to force the closure of the Danskammer power plant 
on the Hudson River near Newburgh. Their hook in this 
case was a provision of the Clean Air Act that specifies 
minimum visibility in national parks. They were able 
to show that emissions from Danskammer were a sig-
nificant contributor to haze in Acadia National Park in 
Maine!

I’ve always worried a little about the strategy of clos-
ing coal plants. I figure what we really need to close are 
coal mines. You’d think the two amount to the same 
thing, and to some extent they do, but where they be-
come uncoupled is if the coal gets exported for burning 
in other countries. Coal exports are way up in the last 
few years.  Not enough to make up for the drop in coal 
consumption in this country, but enough to make up for 
about half of it.  

You’ll be happy to know that the Sierra Club’s lawyers 
are all over this “leakage” from the Beyond Coal strategy. 
Their hook? The Clean Water Act. It seems that the rail-
roads that haul the coal from mines in the Midwest and 
West to the Pacific Coast so it can be exported to Asia 
don’t bother to cover the hopper cars. So the trains trun-
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dle their way through, say, Idaho trailing a long plume 
of coal dust. And if you’ve ever spent any time driving 
around in the West, you know that many of the high-
ways do what Lewis and Clark did—they follow a river. 
And so do the train tracks. And the coal trains trailing 
coal dust. No successes yet, but the Beyond Coal Cam-
paign—and our attorneys—are on it.

Winning lawsuits isn’t just a matter of filing briefs 
and making arguments in court. The lawyers at the re-
ception reminded us that public opinion, and the work 
we do as environmental activists helping to bolster 
public opinion, are equally important in fighting for 
the climate.  

And lawsuits to close coal plants are not the only 
front in the battle. Whether it is to advocate for leg-
islation promoting energy efficiency or to protect our 
drinking water by ensuring the health of our aquifer 
system, we need to do more. And to do more, we need 
more people. In the coming weeks, watch your mail-
boxes—both virtual and physical—for announcements 
for volunteer opportunities with the Long Island Sierra 
Club.

Kenneth L. Robinson, Esq
Robinson & Associates, P.C.

35 Roosevelt Avenue
Syosset, NY 11791

1(516) 496-9044
1(516) 496-9047 (Fax)

e-Mail: EnvLaw516@aol.com

LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDED:
Environmental Law 

Real Estate Transactions
Commercial Litigation

Land Use 
Last Will and Testament 

General Legal Advice

Sierra Club Member Since 1973

Film Showing: Bag It
Saturday, August 17th, 2:00pm – 4:30pm, 

Emma S. Clark Library, Setauket
This film takes us through the whole gamut of issues 
related to plastic in our environment and does so from 
the point of view of a very interesting and very funny 
person. He looks at one-time-use plastic bags, plastic 
liners in food cans, and plastics in use for just about 
everything we do and how it is effecting each of us and 
the other living things in our world. You’ll even get to 
experience the birth of a child, which is why this doc-
umentary film is NOT recommended for young chil-
dren. There will be a “social’ for members and the pub-
lic starting at 2:00 pm with light refreshments followed 
by the film showing. Where: Emma S. Clark Libary, Se-
tauket (downstairs meeting room). Directions: LIE exit 
62 or Sunrise Hwy exit for Nichols Road North. At north 
end, turn right onto 25A to Setauket for about 1 mile to 
Old Town Rd./Main Street. Turn left. Library is on the 
left after the elementary school.

Wanted: Political Chairperson
Are you politically motivated? Want to be part of the 

endorsement process? L.I. Sierra Club is looking for a 
new Political Chairperson to interview intended candi-
dates across Long Island, send out questionnaires and 
help get candidates endorsed. 

Our former Political Chair, Michael Cafaro, will train 
whoever it is that takes the position, and will go through 
all of the steps necessary to get our environmentally-
friendly political candidates through the Sierra Club’s 
endorsement process. This is a local election year, so 
all candidates will be either county, township or village 
level aspirants for public office. 

If you have an interest and want to know more, please 
contact Ann Aurelio: SmileyAnn21@Verizon.net or call 
631-567-1937.

Not a Sierra Club member? What are you 
waiting for? Add your voice to protect the 
planet. Join the Sierra Club today. Visit 
our website at www.LISierraClub.org to 
join, or call Ann Aurelio at 631-567-1937.

mailto:EnvLaw516@aol.com
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June 1 - E  Noon
KAYAK – lower Peconic River and Bay  
Starting in the village of Riverhead, paddle the deepest parts of the Peconic 
River, passing the docks and marshy areas of the river as you meander out 
to the bay. See the osprey on their nesting post, take note of the crittercam, 
and identify the birds that have come to settle here for the summer. There 
should be lots to see along the shore including sand pipers, shells, perhaps 
some fiddler crabs, and many grasses. Kayak rentals are available at our 
start point at Peconic Paddler  (631-727-9895). Boats must be back by 4:00 
pm and you must call at least a day ahead. A Floatation device must be 
worn. Address: Peconic Rd. just south of town. Directions: call at least an 
hour ahead to Jane at 631-689-1568.    

June 2 - E        1:00 pm 
HIKE - Avalon & West Farm, Stony Brook 
Join naturalist Jan Porinchak for this 3+ mile, hilly hike. Start this varied 
hike at the Stony Brook gristmill (restored) and pond. After taking the 
boardwalk along the pond, walk up stone steps to a small manmade pond, 
a labyrinth, a monument, and a rhododendron viewing platform. Then 
take a short gravel path across Rhododendron Lane, transferring into 
a mix of hilly woodlands, open fields and transition zones where vines, 
shrubs, and small trees provide the perfect habitat for upland birds be-
cause they supply shelter and food (berries and seeds). We’ll stop a few 
times to let people catch up and to discuss some of the animals and plants 
that call this place home. There are no bathrooms here. Meet in front of 
the grist mill on Harbor Rd (off Main Street) at the north end of the mill 
pond in Stony Brook. You MUST register with Jan P. at least a day ahead: 
631-327-1268  beachtowel1@verizon.net 

June 15  10:30 am 
HIKE – Cap Hero / Oyster & Money Ponds, Montauk         
About 7-8 miles total - 3 at Camp Hero and 4 to 5 at Oyster and Money 
Ponds – do either or both! Both trails have some rolling hills. Meet around 
10:15 in the parking lot at the Radar Station at Camp Hero State Park on 
the right side of Rte. 27 after the town of Montauk and before you reach 
the point. From here, walk around the old WW2 Military site on well-
marked, established trails, followed by driving to the lighthouse at the end 
of Rte. 27 where we will meet near the restrooms in the lower parking lot. 
For 15 to 30 minutes, we will observe the ocean from the Lighthouse Grille 
then head west on the Money Pond trail along the north side of Montauk 
Point to the east side of Oyster Pond, then hike back close to the beach 
passing the Money Ponds. Both parking areas require that you pay a park-
ing fee (all state parks have a fee at this time of year) but if you pay for one, 
you can go to the other with the same ticket receipt free OR if you have an 
Empire Pass there is no parking fee at either place. Tick repellent strongly 
recommended as well as sun protection for your skin and eyes. Dress for 
the weather. For further information, contact Paul Ziems at 631-707-6497.  
June 16       11:00 am
 KAYAK - Northport Harbor and Bay   
Take an adventure into this beautiful harbor, and into the bay where we 

will cross to Asharoken Beach to stretch our legs, search for beach “debris” 
to learn about, maybe take a swim, and then head back. Rentals are avail-
able at Glacier Bay Kayak on 25A. If you need to rent, you must make your 
own arrangements. The store’s number is 631-262-9116 but you are free to 
rent anywhere and car top your boat. We will help you unload and reload. 
Renters from Glacier Bay will “put in” behind the store while those with 
their own kayaks will put in at Scudder Beach. A flotation device must 
be worn when in your kayak. To get to Scudder Beach, take 25A to the 
Centerport/Northport boundary where the Glacier Bay shop is located. 
Take the first street to the east of the store, Woodbine Ave. Take the first 
left onto Beach Ave and then a left onto Ketchum. There should be plenty 
of parking there but you MAY have to pay a $5 parking fee. Renters will 
paddle around the bend to the right and meet us at the beach.   

June 29 - E        10 – 11 am
Introduction to Nature Journaling, Southaven Park, Shirley       
A Nature Journal is a place to record your observations and feelings about 
nature.  They can be purchased or made, and include writings, drawings, 
famous quotes, poetry, whatever you would like. For this class, presented 
by art teacher Kathy Clark, you should bring a sketchbook and drawing 
supplies. The class is 1 hour. If you plan to take the reasonably-paced hike 
that follows the class, consider bringing a small notebook or sketchbook 
with you. There will be little time to stop and sketch on the hike so you 
may prefer to bring a camera to capture images you can use later to create 
a sketch for your nature journal. Please call Kathy at 516 286 8968 to tell 
her you will attend and give her your phone number or to ask questions. 
Parking fee $13 or $6 with Green Key. Directions: Enter the main parking 
lot of the Southaven Park off Victory Avenue and walk to picnic area #2 
where we will meet before finding a good spot from which to work. 

June 29 - E  Noon – 1:30
HIKE – Southaven Co. Park, Yaphank 
Explore the pine groves, deciduous woods and parts of the Carmans River 
in this delightful and large south shore County Park. Depending on how 
much we meander, we will cover 3 to 4 miles. Stops will be made to dis-
cuss some of the plants and animals we see, smell or find tracks for. We 
may also encounter the large scale model railroad tracks. There is a fee for 
parking ($13 or $6 with Green Key). Use the western most entrance to the 
park off the north service road of Sunrise Hwy. (also called Victory Ave.).  

June 30 - E  Noon
Bicycle – Manorville     
This ride is roughly 10 miles on very slightly rolling roads with light traffic. 
The pace will be slow - about 12 miles per hour. Our loop runs through 
mostly Pine Barrens land containing pitch pine and oak. We’ll walk a short 
distance into a field to visit a pond south of the Grumman Property and 
check out any birds we find. We’ll also stop at the upper reaches of the 
Peconic River. You’ll learn about the connection between birds, stored cars 
and the old airport runways, the open fields and who frequents them, what 
importance the golf course plays for the swallows and bluebirds, and why 
the stream is important to the animals of the area. Our total distance will 

Outings and Events
Note: For further details on our hikes and other events, including Executive Committee meetings, 
call the L.I. Group voicemail at 516-826-0801. For additions or cancellations, please check the 
calendar on our website, www.LISierraClub.org. Wear layers and footwear appropriate for the 
weather and ground conditions. Heavy rain cancels the event. Remember that you participate at 
your own risk. Information: call Jane: 631-689-1568 at least a full hour ahead     
E - educational information will be shared along the way with up to three brief hands-on stops. Most 
walks include some environmental information, but not all stop for viewing and hands-on.

www.LISierraClub.org
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depend on the heat and the endurance of the leader and riders. Allow 
roughly 1½ hours. Helmet required. Rentals not available. Start at and re-
turn to the west end of the King Kullen shopping center behind the Mc-
Donalds at the intersection of CR111 and Chapman Blvd. (just south of 
L.I.E. exit 70). Rain cancels. Contact: see header.
July 6       2 pm
BICYCLE Heckscher Park and Great River, Islip       
A great ride in a flat park. Good for beginners at a pace of about 12 miles 
per hour. We’ll take a short ride from the school to the park, loop through 
the park TWICE, then return to the school on lightly traveled local streets. 
With a stop to watch the wind surfers (if they are there) and a bathroom 
stop, allow 1 hour for this roughly 10-mile ride. Must wear a helmet and 
have your own bike. Meet at JFK elementary school on Woodland Drive in 
E. Islip/Great River. Directions: Sunrise Hwy to Carlton Ave south which 
becomes Woodland Dr. after crossing Montauk Hwy. 
July 7 - E     Noon
Kayak – Nissequogue River, Smithtown 
Start on the upper river where it is narrow and reedy. Meander down-
stream passing through reeds and marsh. We’ll look for purple martins 
in the martin houses, listen for marsh sparrows and kingfishers, and look 
for terns on the boats moored by the state park where we will explore the 
shallows and pull out (before the mouth of the river). Sun protection and 
a beverage are strongly recommended. Floatation device must be worn. 
Kayak rentals are at the site but you must make your own arrangements. 
Nissequogue River Canoe Rentals, 631-979-8244. If you rent, please men-
tion that you are with the Sierra Club group. Park in the Paul T. Given 
County Park on the south side of Jericho Tpke. (rte. 25A) diagonally across 
from the Smithtown Bull statue. Trip takes about 2½ hours. Rain cancels. 
Registration required with Jane at 631-689-1568.
July 14 - E  1:30pm 
HIKE - Makamah County Park, Fort Salonga 
A hilly 2½ hour hike with Sierra Club naturalist and hike leader Jan (pro-
nounced Yahn) who will guide you through this lovely park in Fort Solon-
ga, on the north shore of Long Island. Pass through a variety of habitats 
including freshwater wetlands and brackish marshes at a good pace and 
making several stops to discuss the many plants and animals we’ll encoun-
ter.  Rain cancels. You MUST register with Jan P. at least a day ahead: 631-
327-1268  beachtowel1@verizon.net. Directions from LIE/495: Exit 53 N, 
onto Sagtikos/Sunken Meadow Pkwy. Take the last exit onto Fort Solonga 
Road (25a) WEST. Continue about 3 miles. The dirt parking lot for the 
park will be on your right (north side of 25a) at the junction of 25a and 
Makamah Road. Look for the “Hike Meets Here” sign.
July 20   10:00 am
Bicycle – Massapequa Pk. to Bethpage Pk. & back   
Ride a level blacktop path for about 4 miles in beautiful Massapequa Pre-
serve along the creek. Then, for the next 2.5 miles, ride the paved path 
through increasingly rolling terrain, culminating in one long but not-too-
steep hill just before entering Bethpage Park. The slower pace of 9 to 12 
miles per hour is good for beginners. Enjoy your own snack at Bethpage 
State Park before returning. If it’s a hot day, it is critical that you bring 
drinking water with you. A helmet must be worn by all riders. Bathrooms 
are at the start, middle and finish (in both parks). Heavy rain cancels. Meet 
in the east end of the second parking lot north of the RR station where 
there is an entrance to the Massapequa preserve.
July 21 - E  Noon
 KAYAK – Carmans River, South Haven (w. of Shirley)   
Travel down the river and into a section of Bellport Bay then beach on the 
east side of the bay for a short respite before the return trip. We will talk 
a bit about the condition of the river, some of the plants we encounter, 
search for sea life, find and ID shells, and identify as many birds as we 
can. As we move from the fresh to the salt water, differences between the 

life forms will be pointed out. I don’t know if the new rental company will 
be in place so for now, I must say you need to bring your own boat and 
equipment. A flotation device must be worn while in your boat. Rain or 
lightning cancels. Park at the old Glacier Bay store on the north side of 
Montauk Hwy just west of the river crossing. Montauk Hwy is just south 
of Sunrise Hwy and the river is west of William Floyd Pkwy. If you are not 
from the area, use LIE exit 68 S  (William Floyd) or Sunrise exit 58 S. 
July 27   10 am     
HIKE – Amsterdam Park & Napeague State Park, Montauk & Napeague 
A great double feature, this hike covers two parks. Start by meeting in the 
small parking area for Amsterdam Beach Park, which is east of the vil-
lage of Montauk and on the south side of Montauk Highway across from 
the Deep Hollow Ranch and Theodore Roosevelt County Park. The trail 
passes through an unusual group of oak trees, out to a bluff overlook of 
the Atlantic Ocean, then down to the beach. The park is owned by the 
Nature Conservancy and has several ponds, tidal and freshwater wetlands. 
The hike is 4-5 miles. Then drive west on Rte. 27 to Oceanfront, a short 
distance on the south side of Montauk Highway. This trail is 1.5 miles 
and loops around between the ocean dunes and the highway. There are 
no parking fees for either location, however, they fill up fast so be sure to 
get there on time. Bring tick repellent and sun protection and dress for the 
weather. For information call Paul at 707-6497. 
Aug 11 – E            9 am        
WALK with the park ranger at West Meadow Beach, Stony Brook  
Walk along West Meadow beach to the end of the peninsula where three 
tides converge, then return along a paved, traffic-free road on the wetlands 
side. Allow 2 hours for this 2-mile interpretive walk led by Eileen Gerle, 
the Brookhaven Town park ranger and environmental educator for West 
Meadow Beach. She will describe local wildlife (plover, crabs, raccoon, 
etc.), beach habitats, and beach ecology. Dress in appropriate layers and 
wear shoes appropriate for sand and dampness. A beverage is strongly 
suggested. The facilities will be open. There is a parking fee for non-res-
idents ($20) and residents without a Town pass ($5). Mosquito repellent 
suggested. Directions – LIE to Nichols Rd (exit 62) North. At the end of 
Nichols turn left onto 25A toward Stony Brook. At the first traffic light 
turn right onto Quaker Path. At the stop sign after crossing Christian Ave, 
stay left onto Mount Gray Rd. About ½ mile up, at a stop sign, turn left 
onto West Meadow Rd. At the end of the road, turn right into the parking 
lot, then turn left and go to the south end of the lot. 
Aug 11 – E  2:30 pm
KAYAK – Stony Brook Harbor   
We will launch into Stony Brook creek at the left side of the parking area 
across from the Three Village Inn in Stony Brook, and kayak into and 
around Stony Brook Harbor. We will discuss many of the life forms we 
encounter on this paddle into the headwaters of the harbor. There are no 
kayak rentals here but you are welcome to rent anywhere and car-top a 
kayak to the location. We will help you unload and reload. A life vest, 
preserver or jacket must be worn while in your boat. Sun protection and 
a beverage are strongly recommended. Allow two hours for the paddle. 
Aug 18   noon – 7pm
 Sail for LI Sierra Club members only, Northport Harbor 
Board Harry Whittelsey’s trimaran, Zoom, for a sail from Northport Har-
bor out into the Long Island Sound for a delightful day on the water. At-
tendance is limited to 6 adults so you MUST REGISTER ahead by calling 
Harry, 631-223-4580. Please do not call to reserve a spot unless you are 
100% sure you will attend. Bring: lunch and snacks, water to drink, sun 
screen, sun hat or visor, sun glasses, a wind or waterproof jacket (espe-
cially if it’s supposed to be windy), life jacket or PFD (if you don’t have one 
there are extras on board, just let us know). Wear sneakers or deck type 
shoes and clothes appropriate to the weather. Location: Northport Yacht 

(continued on next page)
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Call us for Environmental Education!
Education is a key component of protecting our envi-
ronment for today and for the future. Raising the aware-
ness of young people as to what they and their parents 
can do to protect and appreciate the world around us 
is a goal of the Sierra Club. To this end, the Sierra Club
does school presentations for grades K-12 on topics 
including climate change, recycling, and protecting 
the Long Island Sound. If you would like to schedule 
a presentation for your school or organization, or want 
more information, please contact Sue Watins, Educa-
tion Chair, 516-921-7150 or sueeduc@verizon.net.

Club, 11 Bluff Point Road, Northport. Directions: 25A to Woodbine Ave 
and which continues onto Bayview Ave. Right onto James St. then slight 
left onto Bluff Point Rd. The yacht club entrance is on your right. Park and 
walk right of the building to the launch boat docking area on the pier. Do 
not be late as we will sail on time and you don’t want you to miss this day 
on the water in a racing sail boat.
Aug 24 – E  11 am
 Kayak – Bullshead Bay, Southampton   
Kayak about 6 miles in 3-4 hours with a break for a swim and self-provided 
snack. Beautiful mixture of wild and developed watersides. Visit the pond, 
the creeks, and wander into Peconic Bay. During our beach stop we will 
learn about tides, who lives in some of those shells, what seaweeds do, and 
more. Flotation devise must be worn while in your boat. No rental at this 
site or in the immediate area but car topping a kayak is easy and we can 
help you unload and load it. Take Sunrise Highway east over the Shin-
necock Canal. At the light for Southampton College (Tuckahoe Rd), turn 
left. At the four corners, stay leftish across the intersection (don’t take the 
hard left) onto Barkers Island Road. Where the road make a hard right (90 
degree) bend, keep going straight to the beach. It will be a dirt road. Park at 
the end. Registration required with Jane at 631-689-1568 at last 1 ½ hours 
ahead. Rain cancels. 
Aug 31 – E  10 am
HIKE – Caumsett State Park, Lloyd Harbor 
HILLY, 4 or more miles, 1.5 or more hrs. Start with a walk to the bath-
rooms by the paddocks then walk to the mansion, down past the heart 
shaped pond and on to the shoreline. Follow the edge of the bay before 
transitioning back into the woods and back to the cars. With good weather 
and not too much wind we should encounter lots of freshwater, saltwater 
and woodland birds. So birders, bring your binoculars and a bird book. 
You may want to bring a camera. Call Jane at 631-689-1568 or email her at 
jfas1@optonline.net for directions or information at least 1 hr before the 
hike. In season the state park charges $8. 
Sept 7 – E   9:30 am
KAYAK – Setauket and Port Jefferson Harbors        
After a paddle from Setauket Harbor into Port Jeff Harbor which will in-
clude some basic directions about safely dealing with boat traffic and how 
to read channel markers, we will beach on either the Old Field peninsula 
or the old mining area of Port Jeff depending on the wind and boat traffic. 
Wherever we land, we’ll stretch our legs with a short walk, eat and dis-
cuss the natural world around us. Allow 3 hours for this paddle. Distance 
covered will depend on the wind but will not exceed 6 miles. If you need 
help unloading/loading a kayak from your vehicle, there will be folks to 
help you. Meet at the Setauket Harbor Canoe and Kayak store on Shore 
Road in Setauket. Bring lunch/snack, beverage, life vest with a minimum 
3-hour rating, sun protection (visor or hat, long sleeve shirt, leg cover, 
etc.), bug spray, sun glasses and sun screen. Setauket Canoe and Kayak 
(631-751-2706) rents kayaks. If you rent, you do so on your own. Info and 
REQUIRED registration at least 1 hr. ahead of the paddle: Jane Fasullo 
jfas1@optonline.net or 631-689-1568 

(continued from previous page)

Drinking Water: Aquifer System Facts
Did you know?

•	Water quantity is declining in some parts of Long 
Island.
•	When a lawn is watered, the excess water does not 
sink down into the aquifers.
•	Long Island is the largest community in New York 
State without comprehensive, professional water man-
agement and oversight.
•	A model for aquifer management already exists: the 
Compact.

Much of New York State relies on compacts, inter-
state agreements that establish agencies to manage 
shared drinking water resources. The compact concept 
can be adapted for Nassau and Suffolk for a regional 
approach to aquifer management. The L.I. Sierra Club 
has been working to advance the compact solution 
with Water for Long Island, a group of environmen-
tal organizations, civics and concerned citizens. The 
broader environmental community now sees merit in 
the compact model. Please visit LISierraClub.org and 
click on L.I. Aquifer Management Compact or send an 
email to waterforlongisland@gmail.com for more info.

Tips for Chemical-Free Lawn Care
Avoid pesticides, which kill good insects too, like 

worms, bees, and ladybugs. Healthy root systems will 
not be bothered by a few grubs. Pesticides are danger-
ous neurotoxins and endocrine disruptors. Avoid syn-
thetic fertilizers; these petrochemical products leach 
into the ground and pollute our aquifers. For a healthy 
root system, cut grass longer.

Announcing an art exhibit featuring the artistry of 
Sally Anne Keller, a former LI Group executive com-
mittee member and water sentinels fundraising 
chair. Sally will have her works on display and for 
sale during the month of July at the Cold Spring Har-
bor Library and Environmental Center. She is gra-
ciously donating 20% of her proceeds to the Long Is-
land Sierra Club. The library is located at 95 Harbor 
Road, Cold Spring Harbor, phone #631-692-6820.
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By Harvey Miller
How many dollars does it take to bring our mailed 

newsletter to your mailbox? 
Each year the Long Island Sierra Club produces four 

newsletters, sent out quarterly. Because of the cost fac-
tors, we limit the size to eight pages, one of which is 
mostly taken up by the address label. Each quarterly 
newsletter costs an average of $2,600 to produce. Even 
with the funding reimbursement, we, as a local Group, 
pay about $800 per newsletter or $3,200 per year, net. 
And note, that reimbursement comes from the National 
Sierra Club, so though the cost to our local Group is still 
significant, the remaining costs take away from the Na-
tional Sierra Club…and we’re only one Group.

Currently we have around 5,800 members in Nassau 
and Suffolk counties. Out of all those members we have 
only 88 members receiving our newsletter via email…
EIGHTY-EIGHT! As a percentage that’s a little over 
1.5%, one and one half a percent.

By opting into receiving your newsletters by email 
you wouldn’t be only helping us financially, you’d be 
helping yourself and the world. 

If we, us Long Island Sierra Club members, opted 
into the electronic newsletter in enough numbers, we 
could make a more dynamic, larger and more complete, 
more fact filled, information packed, in color, activities 

PDF (Electronic) Newsletter, or, having more fun for less $$$ on Long Island
listed in more detail, film filled, discussions discussed 
with more depth, FUN newsletter for all of us. In fact, 
you could contribute your articles or write to the editor 
or comment on an article, whatever, and be published 
in our next issue!  

We could do this because it doesn’t cost us anything 
to send an electronic newsletter to you, AND MORE, 
since you can print out only the pages you want to print, 
it’s better for our world, much better because we’re not 
using all that paper which has to be transported, needs 
to have a tree die for it to be made into paper, and, 
well, it’s just more hip, cool, progressive, smart, loving, 
and any five other adjectives that describe what being 
wonderful is all about. Fill them in here->_________, 
_________, __________, _________, ___________. 

So, you in?
I hope so. If none of the reasons I’ve listed so far 

works for you, then think about how getting your news-
letter electronically will prevent imminent world-wide 
famine (if you can’t come up with the reasons, email me 
and I’ll detail them for you)! 

It’s easy to join up. Just email me at hmiller@opton-
line.net, write your name, membership number (found 
on that old-fashioned label), and tell me how you love 
PDFs and life in general. Easy, yes? Of course it is! And 
thank you…lots!

As the federal government stands poised to sell off 
Plum Island, the Town of Southold is taking steps to 
ensure that much of the island remains in its natural 
state. The Town has a plan to create two distinct zones: 
a Research District that would retain an economic en-
gine within the area of the current lab facilities and a 
Conservation District that would preserve about 80% 
of the Island.

On Tuesday, May 7, many residents and environmen-
talists attended a public hearing at Southold Town Hall 
to praise the Town for this proposal. There was a strong 
showing from the Preserve Plum Island Coalition, a 
diverse consortium of conservation-minded individu-
als and environmental, civic and business groups. The 
Coalition did have some recommendations, however. 
Chief among them, the addition of two parcels into the 

Conservation District: 35 acres in and around the Plum 
Island lighthouse and two acres of maritime shrubland 
that lie to the northwest of the existing laboratory facil-
ity.

As a member of the Preserve Plum Island Coalition, 
the L.I. Sierra Club will continue to work toward the 
Coalition’s preferred outcome, to have the federal gov-
ernment retain ownership of the Island and designate 
the undeveloped portion a National Wildlife Refuge. 
But if enacted, Southold Town’s zoning plan may bring 
us one step closer to preserving Plum Island’s natural 
wonders. 

To learn more about the plants and animals that de-
pend on Plum Island, facts about the island’s history, 
and news on its current status, please visit the Preserve 
Plum Island Coalition website: preserveplumisland.org.

Plum Island: Southold Town Takes Action 
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 See page 6 for information about an art-sale fundraiser!

Gordian Raacke, left, founder of Renewable Energy Long Island, accepting the Sierra Club 
L.I. group’s 2012 Environmentalist of the Year Award from Chair Mark Kinnucan. Gordian 
was recognized for his tireless and vastly successful work in promoting renewable energy and 
energy efficiency on Long Island and around the world. 
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