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I t’s 10:30 a.m. on a Monday, and
the students in Lod’s Na’amat
Vocational High School don’t
know what’s hit them. The usual
classes in history, geography and

civics in this nondescript edifice that
straddles the border with neighboring
Ramle are interrupted by a raucous
group of thirtysomethings who burst
into the classroom unannounced, some
of them taking seats next to the stunned
students.

“Ahalan, kids!” yells one of them. The
looks of disbelief give way to giggles and
sheepish blushes. Youngsters accus-
tomed to training their attention on the
teacher at the front of the room have
suddenly found themselves the subjects
of good-natured scrutiny.

“Can anybody tell a story about any-
thing special that happened to them
recently?” asks one of the marauding
strangers. One 10th-grade girl volunteers
that she has just had a birthday, provid-

ing the cue for Arina Tsimerman, Dana
Rubin, Noga Amit-Miller, Roee Chen and
Erez Labin – collectively known as “The
Guys from Ichilov” (Hahevre me’Ichilov) –
to do what they’ve been doing for the
past nine years: taking a story from their
audience and reenacting it through
improvisational performance.

“Over the years, we have done a large
number of performances and plays for
[hospital] patients, doctors’ and nurses’
units, staff attendants,” Tsimerman says.
“At the end of the first year of work
there, we began to think of a name for
ourselves, and the most down-to-earth
thing that we came up with was ‘The
Guys from Ichilov’ because [Ichilov
Hospital at Tel Aviv’s Sourasky Medical
Center] was where we met every week
and worked with [each other].” 

She and her friends, all young profes-
sionals who use the time they have away
from their jobs in hi-tech, social work,
therapy and acting, engage audiences in
an improvisation technique known as
“playback.” Invented 30 years ago in
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