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Bipartisan Hydropower Bill Advances in Colorado Legislature 
Colorado Streamlining Bill Follows 2013 Federal Streamlining Bill 

 
Denver, CO (February 13, 2014) – Today the Colorado House of Representatives 
overwhelmingly passed HB14-1030, bipartisan legislation to streamline development of 
small hydropower in Colorado, by a vote of 62-3.    
 
“Federal permitting requirements for small hydro have recently been streamlined thanks 
to Colorado legislators in Washington, DC,” said COSHA President Kurt Johnson.  
“Thanks to leadership from Colorado legislators in Denver, similar streamlining 
legislation is now moving forward at a state level. Congratulations and thanks to the 
sponsors of HB14-1030 for their leadership on this common sense legislation which will 
cut red tape, helping to accelerate development of new small hydro installations and job 
creation in rural Colorado.”   
 
The bill was introduced in the House by Reps. Mitsch Bush and Coram, with additional 
sponsorship from Reps. Fischer, Sonnenberg and Vigil.  Senator sponsorship includes 
Senators Schwartz and Roberts as well as Hodge.     
 
The bipartisan bill was unanimously approved by the House Transportation and Energy 
Committee on February 5th.  Witnesses testifying in support of the bill included 
representatives from COSHA, American Rivers and the Colorado Energy Office.  
 
HB14-1030, Colorado’s hydro streamlining legislation, follows in the footsteps of 
bipartisan federal legislation which was approved in Washington, DC last summer:  the 
Hydropower Regulatory Efficiency Act introduced by Rep. Diane DeGette (D-Denver) 
and the Bureau of Reclamation Small Conduit Hydropower Development and Rural Jobs 
Act introduced by Rep. Scott Tipton (R-Cortez) were unanimously approved and signed 
into law by President Obama in August of 2013.  
    
HB14-1030 streamlines state environmental review for small hydro projects without 
weakening or changing any underlying state environmental requirements.  The bill 
directs the Colorado Energy Office to facilitate project review by Colorado state agencies 
in a timely manner commensurate with federal agency timelines, making it possible for a 
project applicant to simultaneously clear federal and state review as quickly as 60 days 
for non-controversial small hydro projects.    
 
 



    

 

HB14-1030 also streamlines the electrical inspection process by citing the National 
Electrical Code (NEC) standards that electricians should be guided by when installing 
small hydro.  The electrical inspector will determine whether the installation meets the 
NEC standards to assure safe, quality, and code compliant installations. 
 
Colorado currently has hundreds of hydro-related jobs, a number that has the potential 
to grow. The National Hydropower Association has estimated 5.3 jobs created per 
megawatt of new hydro construction.  COSHA estimates approximately 100 MW of 
potential new hydro development in Colorado, which would mean approximately 500 
new jobs created in Colorado, including jobs for developers, engineers, attorneys and 
financiers as well as concrete workers, plumbers, carpenters, welders and electricians. 
 
Earlier this week, the Colorado Department of Agriculture announced the results from an 
agricultural hydropower assessment. The project’s goal was to identify the most cost- 
effective agricultural hydropower opportunities. The report highlighted pressurized 
irrigation as the most cost effective near-term opportunity for agricultural hydropower 
development. The statewide untapped capacity estimate of pressurized irrigation 
systems is approximately 30 MW - most all of which could be cost-effectively developed 
-- helping Colorado agricultural producers to reduce energy costs by powering their 
operations with hydropower rather than grid electricity or diesel.     
 
About the Colorado Small Hydro Association (COSHA) 

The Colorado Small Hydro Association is dedicated to accelerating development of 
small hydro in Colorado.  The 2013 COSHA Conference took place in Denver on 
Tuesday, July 23, 2013 attracting over 100 attendees including hydro developers, 
equipment vendors, utilities, environmental consultants, and federal, state and local 
government officials. Additional information, including a copy of COSHA testimony in 
support of HB14-1030, is available at www.smallhydro.co.  
 

### 
 

http://www.smallhydro.co/

