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How to Study Gods Word
I. COMPOSTITION OF THE BIBLE

A. Testaments:  The bible consists of two testaments Old and New.  A testament is a contract or a will.  The bible is the account of events and concept that tell us the nature and will of God.

1. The Old Testament begins with creation and tells the story of the Jewish people up to the time of Christ.  It is made up of 39 individual books, written by 28 different authors and spans a period of over 2,000 years

2. The New Testament is the record of the birth of Jesus, His life and ministry, and the ministry of His disciples, which was carried on after Jesus was crucified and resurrected.  The New Testament is composed of 27 books written by nine different authors and covers a time period of less than 100 years.  The total number of books in the bible is 66.

B. Old Testament Composition:  The Old Testament is comprised of three different types of books.  If you understand what kind of book you are reading, then you will know what kind of information to expect, and you can easily follow the logic of the Old Testament.
1.  Historical Books: The first 17 books of the Old Testament tell the history and time line for the nation of Israel.  The story line for Israel is contained in these books.  Of the 17 books, 11 are primary historical and six are secondary or repeated history.

2.  Poetical Books:  The next 5 books contain the poetry of the nation of Israel.  There are poetical writings in the other books but the main focus on these 5 books is poetical in nature. 

3. Prophetical Books:  The next 17 books tell the prophecies of Israel.  The poetical and prophetical books are written during time line found in the historical books.

C. New Testament Composition:  The New Testament is comprised of three different kinds of books.
1. Historical Books: The gospels and the Acts of the Apostle give the history of the early church.
2. Pauline Epistles: The next 13 books are epistles (letters) written by Paul to either churches or individuals.

3. General Epistles: The last nine books are epistles written by various other individuals to the churches or individuals.  Epistles were written to instruct the Church on the Christian doctrine and lifestyle. 

II. Major Themes of the Old Testament

A. Creation Era: ______________________________________________________________________
1. ____________________________________
2. ____________________________________
3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
B. Patriarch: _________________________________________________________________
       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
C. Exodus: ___________________________________________________________________
       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
D. Conquest: ________________________________________________________________________
       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
E. Judges: ___________________________________________________________________
       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
F. Kingdom: _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
G. The Exile: __________________________________________________________________________
       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
H. The Return: ________________________________________________________________________
       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
I. Silent Years:
       1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

    3. ____________________________________

4. ____________________________________
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