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“The march of the human mind is slow.” 
-- Edmund Burke 

HYPERCHANNEL 
The USS Discovery has its Captain! 

Features: 

Also Inside: 

Calendar of upcoming events! 

Ex Astris – Scientia! 

Why would a band of Ethiopian kids 
call our own LTCDR Dénes House a 
“Ferengi”? 
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Actor Jason Isaacs has been cast as 
the new captain of the Starship 
USS Discovery. It's a major role 
opposite lead Sonequa Martin-
Green. The series is still hoping for 
a late summer/fall debut. Isaacs 
had recently co-starred in the 
Netflix mystery drama series "The 
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February Captain’s Log! Check out all 
the events we enjoyed together in the 
second month of the year! 

Episode 2 of LTJG Joseph Shields’ 
“Seventh Spoonhead Squadron” 
details the Attack on Gowron! 

3 

Publisher • Capt. Lee Starshine 
(captain@usshenryhudson.org) 

Editor • Lt. Cdr. Dénes House 
[editor@usshenryhudson.org) 
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OA." The character’s name will 
be Captain Lorca. Also cast this 
month was Mary Wiseman as 
Tilly, a cadet in her last year of 
Starfleet Academy. 

-- LT Steven Robinson 

The Pandorica Opens –welcoming our crew! 

On March 9, some of the crew of 
the USS Henry Hudson scouted out 
a Doctor Who-themed restaurant 
in Beacon, NY called “The 
Pandorica.” 

Pictured to the right are Scott G, 
Capt. Starshine, George S, Karen T, 
and LT Steve R. The bottom 
picture also includes Shirley. 

A “fantastic!” time was had by all, 
and the owner, Shirley, expressed 
an interest in having us back, 
perhaps for a trivia night or 
something like that. We will 
discuss it at our next Shipwide 
Assembly. 

-- CAPT Lee Starshine 
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Stardate: 47634.44 

Feb 4: Family Sci Fi Game 
Night at the Dragon's Den. 
New member Kaytlin won the 
door prize - ship blueprints 
donated by Deb. 16 members, 
9 guests and it rocked! Deb & 
family brought almost all the 
snack food, and plenty of it. 

Feb 19: Second Anniversary Dinner at Buffalo Wild 
Wings. 10 members, 2 guests (they joined). Extremely 

February Captain’s Log 
Captain Lee Starshine 

We welcome new member applicant George S to the 
Henry Hudson crew! He is a huge Star 
Trek fan. His friend Scott invited him. 

George lives in Fishkill, and is a 
professional photographer. 

Membership Corner 
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loud venue - we couldn't get the back room. 
Michelle won first prize in a written trivia quiz with 
a perfect score. Top 4 scores got Trek magazines. 
Super fun socializing and excellent food. 

Feb 25: Shipwide Assembly at Captain Starshine's 
house. 9 members, 0 guests. Steve R made 
presentation of 2 new Star Trek books and hosted a 
logic problem - Lee and Claire got the problem right 
and won prizes. Planning for our ComicCon booth 
in May. Watched Star Trek YouTube shorts. 

Walking with the Ferengi 
By LTCDR Dénes House 

1

“Home is where the heart is, 
but the stars are made of 
latinum.” – 75th Rule of 
Acquisition (DS9: “Civil 
Defense”) 

All of the Ferengi Rules 
of Acquisition draw the 
observant Ferengi 
towards the lure of 
profits, but the 75th Rule also ignites the desire for 
travel. I recently came back from a 10-day 
humanitarian aid trip to Ethiopia, visiting a number 
of non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) that 
are working to empower young women and girls to 
complete their educations. Everywhere I went, I was 
called “farenji,” which made me think my lobes 
must be swelling or something. But it turns out that 
in the Persian, Amharic, Urdu, Thai, and Hindi 
languages, “farenji” is the slang term for a white 
foreigner! 

The word traces back to the Arabic word for 
“Frank,” i.e. people from the area now known as 
France, and has grown to refer to all whites who 
travel. (1) One day in Ethiopia, as my team and I 
were eating lunch at a restaurant, a drunk guy on 
the street started yelling at us in English, “you 
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damned faranji! 
Taking all our jobs! 
Go back to China 
where you came 
from!” I guess all 
faranji look alike! 

The similarity 
between the name of 
the Star Trek alien 

race and the real-world slang term is no accident. 
Trek writer Robert Hewitt Wolfe told 
Cinefantastique magazine, in describing the naming 
of the species, "Ferengi is, after all, the Persian 
word for foreigner, particularly for European." 
(Cinefantastique, Vol. 27, No. 4/5, p. 114) 

But while Ferengi may have been conceived of as 
“foreigners” by 
their Star Trek 

 Continued on page 4, 
“Walking with the Ferengi” 
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Note: The following is a 
dramatization of a battle 
round in the Star Trek Attack Wing 
tabletop game, played by LTJG Joe 
Shields IV on January 7, 2017, at the 
Dragon’s Den. It was part of the 
Organized Play event, “Klingon Civil 
War: Attack on Gowron.”  If you’d like 
to play Attack Wing, come down to the 
Den on the first Saturday of the month at 
2:00 p.m. We will have sample ships for 
you to use, and will be happy to teach 
you the game before you have to buy 
anything. 

We had missed Gowron when he 
fled Q’onos, but I received 
information about his return a few 
days later. This time it came from the 
Obsidian Order. This time I knew it 
was good. 

Again I selected three Galor class 
destroyers as a small strike team. I 
brought the Trager and the Aldara, 
survivors of the first mission, and 
added the rugged Reklar as the new 
vanguard. The engineers had the 
emergency force fields running 
stable, and we embarked in good 
spirits. 

We found our targets and dropped 
out of warp at long distance. Again 
there were three ships, and again one 
of them was a Federation model- this 
time an Intrepid class science vessel. 
The second ship was a Klingon 
Vor’cha class battlecruiser, as one 
would expect, but the third ship was 
a replica of an antique Vulcan cruiser 
from the days before the Federation 
was founded. Times must have been 
desperate for Gowron to be using 
museum ships and alien science 
vessels as his security detail! 

Seventh Spoonhead Squadron 

Episode 2: “Attack on Gowron” 

2

We made for our target at 
cruising speed in wall 
formation. Surprisingly the 
Intrepid class proved to be 
Gowron’s attack dog, and 
came at us at full speed. The 
other two ships made for a 
small planetoid, and the 
battlecruiser cloaked before the 
other disappeared behind the 
huge rock. Gowron had split 
his forces in a flanking attempt, 
just as I hoped 
he would. 

We exchanged 
a volley with 
the Intrepid 
class as we 
entered long 
range. The 
Aldara’s 
shield took 
some damage, 
but the 
emergency 
force field bounced it back to 
full power. Her captain, Gul 
Jasad, coordinated a 
concentrated attack which 
increased our combined 
firepower by over 40%. The 
Intrepid class’s shields failed 
under our onslaught as we 
entered medium range. 

The Intrepid class fought 
valiantly, but her weapons 
could not penetrate our 
emergency force fields. Again 
she fired, again our shields 
were reduced, and again they 
bounced back. We could not 
repeat Gul Jasad’s attack, but 
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the combined firepower of three 
Galor class destroyers is 
effective enough. The science 
vessel took heavy damage, and 
started venting plasma and 
atmosphere through gaping 
holes in her hull. 

She went to full impulse at that 
point, passing us before the 
third volley to get out of our 

forward 
firing arc. I 
am under 
no illusion 
that our 
destroyers 
can 
maneuver 
like an 
Intrepid 

class, so we 
maintained 
speed and 

formation and let her pass. The 
Reklar’s aft array shattered her 
hull like an empty bottle of 
yamok sauce, and we continued 
on. 

The Vulcan ship appeared on aft 
sensors coming around the 
planetoid behind us, well out of 
weapons range. Its presence 
almost masked the trace 
neutrino signature, which was 
much closer and gaining fast. 

The neutrino blip entered 

By LTJG Joseph Shields IV 

 Continued on next page, 
“Attack on Gowron” 

Gul Jasad 
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UPCOMING EVENTS! 

• Shipwide	Assembly	–	Saturday,	March	25,	
from	6:00-9:00	pm.	Non-members,	
contact	the	Captain	for	an	invite.	

• Star	Trek	Attack	Wing	–	Saturday,	April	1,	
from	2:00-6:00	pm	at	the	Dragon’s	Den,	
Poughkeepsie	Plaza	Mall	

• Family	Sci	Fi	Game	Night	–	Saturday,	April	
1,	from	6:00-8:30	pm	at	the	Dragon’s	
Den,	Poughkeepsie	Plaza	Mall	

	
Keep	up	to	date	with	the	latest	events.	

Subscribe	to	our	email	list	at	
usshenryhudson.org	

	
All events at Dragon’s Den 

2600 South Road, Poughkeepsie NY 
unless otherwise noted 
Dates subject to change 

More info at usshenryhudson.org 
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weapons range just as 
the Reklar recharged 
her aft weapons array, 
and we opened fire. A 
Vor’cha appeared, 
unleashing its fierce 
forward disruptor 
cannon at the Trager. 
She only appeared for a 
moment, and was gone again 
through some skillful trick of 
her cloaking officer- but it was 
long enough for us to see that 
she had been hit hard with her 
shields down. We had nearly 
cut the ship in two at her 
narrow neck. 

“Attack on Gowron,” continued from page 3 
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The Trager’s 
shields were 
at 50%, but 
already 
recharging 
when we 
fired again. 
One moment 

there was empty space behind 
us; the next moment there was 
an incredible fireball of orange 
and red as the battlecruiser 
exploded. In the distance, the 
Vulcan ship warped out. I am 
told Gowron was on the Vor’cha, 
but we did not recover his body. 

3

creators, over time the 
species changed into 
something else: a lens 

through which to view our 
own, human society. "The 
Ferengi are us,” commented 
Wolfe in the DS9 Season 3 
DVD commentaries, “That's 
the gag, the Ferengis are 
Humans. They're more 
human than the Humans 

“Walking with the Ferengi,” continued from page 2 

4

on Star Trek because they are so 
screwed-up, and they are so 
dysfunctional. They're regular 
people. And that was the fun of 
that." 

And that’s a fantastic lesson for 
those who travel in foreign lands: 
the foreigners are us. We may 
have different cultures, different 
languages, different traditions, but 
we share in a common humanity 
that allows us to share one 
another’s burdens. We all have 
problems, but perhaps working 
together, we can help each other 
through them. As we seek out 
new life and new civilizations, 
perhaps discovering our common 
humanity is our greatest profit. 

Notes: (1) 
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/thorntre
e/forums/africa/Ethiopia/farangi-
faranji-ferenji-farangi?page=1 

The author, standing at Meremente 
High School, in Ethiopia 
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I will postpone celebrating for 
now. 

Gul Garluk 

Commander, Seventh Order, 
Cardassian Guard 


