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“Ah, summer, what power you have to make us 
suffer and like it.” – Russell Baker 

HYPERCHANNEL 
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How cool would it be to win a 
walk-on role in the presently-
filming movie, Star Trek Beyond? 
The only thing that could make it 
cooler is if entering the contest 
meant helping some fantastic 
charities.  

Star Trek fans now have the 
chance to do both at the same 
time. The 
cast of Star 
Trek Beyond, 
in 
partnership 
with 
Omaze.com, 
are hosting 
the “Star 
Trek: To 
Boldly Go” campaign. For every 
$10 donation to Omaze.com, fans 
receive one entry into a series of 
drawings for walk-on roles in the 
upcoming film. Each cast 
member nominated a favorite 
charity to support, including:  

Brave Beginnings, an 
organization dedicated to 
ensuring that ventilators and life-
saving neonatal equipment are 
always available to newborns in 
critical need; Camp Sunshine, a 
place where children with life-
threatening illnesses and their 
families can regroup, reenergize, 
and restore hope for the future; 
Direct Relief International, one 
of the premiere disaster relief 
organizations that operates 
world-wide; Heaven Homes, an 
organization helping establish 
children’s homes and centers, 
while providing secure, safe and 
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First Officer Ryan Wade had the 
chance to see Star Trek: Renegades, and 
brings us his review! 
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loving environments where 
children can be nurtured to 
realize their full potential; 
KidsCan, an organization that 
provides food, clothing and 
healthcare to disadvantaged 
youth in New Zealand; 
Koreatown Youth & 
Community Center, an 

organization 
serving the 
evolving 
needs of the 
Korean 
American 
population in 
the greater 
Los Angeles 
area as well as 

the multiethnic Koreatown 
community; Make-A-Wish, 
whose remarkable work is 
making wishes come true 
every day for children 
suffering from life-threatening 
illnesses; Time is Precious, an 
organization helping to create a 
more comfortable and relaxed 
atmosphere for children, which 
in return helps assist with their 
treatment and recovery; and St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, an organization that 
is leading the way in 
advancing cures for childhood 
cancer and other life-
threatening diseases. 

Winners (and a guest) will be 
flown to Vancouver to be part 
of filming. Watch videos and 
donate online at 
Omaze.com. 
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My favorite Trek show is 
Voyager: a blended crew, cut off 
from their families and 
hierarchies, with little hope of 
returning within their lifetimes. 
It is a delicious concept, with 
strong acting, writing that 
progresses with the show, and 
whole new populations of races 
and characters. And it “feels 
like” Star Trek, through and 
through. 

Star Trek: Renegades is a 
Kickstarter-funded pilot episode 
of a television show that was 
premiered last weekend in LA. 
Its basic premise is that 
sometimes, Starfleet simply isn't 
enough to stop all of those with 
ill-intent, and therefore a 
clandestine group must act in 
her interests but not within her 
directives.  

In many ways, it too “feels like” 
Trek, but at times it carries a 
weight that no other Trek show 
has carried. Certainly, there are 
light-hearted moments, but both 
visually and within the script, 
the best way to describe the pilot 
is “grim.” This ends up being the 
most lasting feeling for the 
viewer, as even those subjects 
seen in previous series (such as 
betrayal, sacrifice, torture, and 
death) find a somewhat sadistic 
treatment. Even the sets and 
characters reflect the mood: 
some ships' bridges are low-
light; cavern battles provide a 
large portion of the later arc; a 
vindictive captain can't see past 
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his own nose to make the right 
decision (ironically, his ship is the 
U.S.S. Archer). 

Perhaps Renegades updates the 
Roddenberry dream to a more 
21st-century reality, where we 
deal with terrorists, defaulting 
economies, and the threat of 
another Cold War. If this is the 
case, I can see the importance (all 
good Sci-Fi both shapes and 
reflects the culture it is written 
for), but I left the episode with an 
unease despite a satisfactory 
denouement. Add to this a few 
weak actors and it seems that it 
would make for an 
underwhelming production. But 
there is much hope! 

The most 
exciting part of 
the episode for 
me was seeing 
the starship 
Icarus in action. 
The design is 
definitely 
Starfleet, but 
only vaguely: it 
lacks a saucer in 
favor of a 
forward section 
resembling the 
tougher-looking 
Vor-cha Class Klingon ship, and 
its nacelles are aligned on the 
same plane as the secondary hull. 
It features quite a few surprises, 
as one would expect from what 
amounts to a group of pirates or 
smugglers, which were both 
pleasing and exciting. It is by no 

Review: Star Trek Renegades 
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means a Galaxy-Class ship, but it 
would give the Defiant a run for her 
money in terms of Sheer Awesome. 

The Icarus is crewed by a very 
assorted group of super-powers in 
the Trek world, including a 
Nausicaan, a Breen, a Liberated 
Borg (Icheb, a role reprised here by 
Manu Intiraymi from Voyager), and 
a direct descendent of Khan 
Noonien Singh. Among other 
secrets. While that is an exciting and 
certainly diverse group, it almost 
feels unfair: who could stop such an 
away team? And yet, the antagonist 
does just that, and so effectively that 
one feels the choice was a bit 
manufactured. 

Other actors include Trek stalwarts 
Walter Koenig (Pavel Chekov), Tim 
Russ (Tuvok), and Robert Picardo 
(Dr. Lewis Zimmerman), to name a 

few. It's great to have 
these established 
characters legitimize 
the production, and I 
hope they stay on in 
some capacity if the 
show is picked up. 

Renegades has so much 
potential that I hope it 
gets picked up. If not, I 
hope it becomes an 
online series – which is 
a backup plan of the 
producers. The 

problems addressed above, with the 
exception of the acting, are easily 
fixed in-house, and would create a 
truly captivating addition to Trek 
lore. Overall: Three out of Five 
Deltas 

 

Excellent Concept, Grimly Adapted (Or, “to Darkly Go 
Where No One Has Gone Before”) by ENS Ryan Wade 
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I have to commend several members for keeping the ship running smoothly over the past two 
months. I was out of town most of this time, and very sick the rest of it! The only USS Henry Hudson 
event I was able to attend was the July 11 meeting at LTJG House's House. Two days later, I was in 
the hospital for a week-long stay for a fever caused by sepsis. After that, I was down for the count for three weeks. 

All the scheduled events happened successfully, including: 

• June 13 Ship-Wide Assembly 
• June 20 Meetup 
• July 11 Ship-Wide Assembly 
• July 18 Meetup 
• July 25-26 Recruiting at the Ultimate Comic Book Trade Show & Expo, Poughkeepsie 

This is a LARGE NUMBER of events and they all ran like clockwork. 

I’d like to thank everyone who attended any of these events. 
“Eighty percent of success is showing up.” – Woody Allen. 
Thanks for supporting the events just by showing up. 

In particular, I’d like to recognize LTJG Dénes House, ENS 
Ryan Wade and LTJG Debra Vecchiolla for organizing and 
attending the events. Between the three of them, each of our 
own events had prizes, an American flag, an agenda or game 
plan, games, materials, food, beverages, paper plates, flyers 
and all the little details that make these events special. Other 
members helped out with food, games, etc. Without you all 
working together, the ship would have come to a full stop at 
the beginning of June. 

One more thing about LTJG Dénes House. A pastor, he serves 
as Ship’s Chaplain. Dénes was thoughtful enough to visit me 
three times in the hospital: in the emergency room before 
getting admitted, on the third day, and on the day I was 
released. I was facing surgery on day three, and deeply concerned about surviving (scared). Dénes delivered a 
thoughtful prayer that included the possibility the surgery would be cancelled, and wished for the best outcome. 
Interestingly, the surgeon backed out minutes before the surgery because I was too sick and was at risk for serious 
complications. Dénes’ comfort during this dark time was comforting – and prophetic!  

LTJG Mini Singh also visited me in the hospital and brought me some coconut water. Thanks for cheering me up!  

We will be lightening the schedule in the fall, least we all burn out. We will have Meetups in August, September and 
October, but not in November and December. The trip to the USS Intrepid in August was postponed because we could 
not get enough people; Debra is organizing this and will try to reschedule. The camping trip is off the table for now. 
However, we are having plenty of fun at the Ship-Wide Assemblies (2nd Saturdays at 6, undisclosed location) and the 
Meetups! 

Please note that the Meetups will switch to Sundays 3:30 – 6 at the Dragon’s Den starting in September. Saturday 
nights are too busy and noisy at the Den, so we will try Sunday twice and see what happens. Hope to see you there! 

P.S. I seem to be recovering and almost back to my normal, high energy self. Thanks for everyone’s kind words during 
this time.  

From the Captain’s Chair 
Captain Lee Starshine 

Capt. Starshine (left) was visited by LTJG Mini Singh (right) and others 
while in the hospital last month. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS! 

• Ship-‐Wide	  Assembly	  –	  Saturday,	  Aug	  8,	  
from	  6-‐9	  p.m.	  Inquire	  for	  location	  

• Hudson	  Valley	  Renegades	  Star	  Wars	  
Night	  -‐-‐	  Sunday,	  August	  9,	  5:05	  
p.m.	  at	  Renegades	  Stadium	  

• Star	  Trek	  Fan	  Meetup	  -‐-‐	  Saturday,	  August	  
15,	  4:00-‐7:00	  p.m.	  at	  the	  Den	  

• Star	  Trek	  Attack	  Wing	  League	  –	  Saturday,	  
Sep	  5,	  from	  2:30-‐6:30	  p.m.	  
Organized	  Play:	  “Year	  of	  Hell”	  

• Ship-‐Wide	  Assembly	  –	  Saturday,	  Sep	  12,	  
from	  6-‐9	  p.m.	  Inquire	  for	  location	  

• Star	  Trek	  Fan	  Meetup	  –	  Sunday,	  Sep	  20,	  
from	  3:30-‐6	  p.m.	  at	  the	  Den	  

• Star	  Trek	  Attack	  Wing	  League	  –	  Saturday,	  
Oct	  3,	  from	  2:30-‐6:30	  p.m.	  

• Ship-‐Wide	  Assembly	  –	  Saturday,	  Oct	  10,	  
from	  6-‐9	  p.m.	  Inquire	  for	  location	  

• Star	  Trek	  Fan	  Meetup	  –	  Sunday,	  Oct	  18,	  
from	  3:30-‐6	  p.m.	  at	  the	  Den	  

• Ship-‐Wide	  Assembly	  –	  Saturday,	  Nov	  14,	  
from	  6-‐9	  p.m.	  Inquire	  for	  location	  

• Ship-‐Wide	  Assembly	  and	  Christmas	  Party	  
–	  Saturday,	  Dec	  12,	  from	  6-‐9	  p.m.	  
Inquire	  for	  location	  

	  
BOLD = local club events 

 
All events at Dragon’s Den 

2600 South Road, Poughkeepsie NY 
unless otherwise noted 

More info at usshenryhudson.org 
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“Is that the real guy who played 
Captain America in the movies?” 
one attendee of the Ultimate Comic 
Book Trade Show & Expo asked 
me, looking at the show’s emcee. 
The star-spangled emcee was an 
on-air personality from iHeart 
Radio, a solidly-built African-
American man of about 5 feet and 8 
inches of height, with a brilliant 
personality and a neatly-trimmed 
beard. “No, I don’t think so” was 
all I could reply.  

Meeting the fans – of all shapes, 
sizes, and 
abilities to 
identify 
celebrities – was 
one of the 
highlights of 
representing the 
USS Henry 
Hudson at the 
Expo last month. 
First Officer 
Ryan Wade and 
I sat at tables 
provided by The 
Dragon’s Den 
and 
demonstrated 
the Star Trek 
Attack Wing game for convention-
goers. At the close of each demo 
game, we distributed handbills 
announcing our Star Trek Meetups 
at the Den for August and 
September.  

But the fans!  The fans were 
awesome. One gentleman with a 
striking beard walked by sporting a 
black tee shirt that read, in a 
Whovian font, “You Never Forget 
Your First Doctor – Mine Was 
McCoy.” A boyfriend-girlfriend 
duo sat down to learn Attack Wing, 
dressed as a female version of DC 
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Comics’ Nightwing and as John 
Constantine. There were two 
Harley Quinns walking around – 
one the classic version from 
Batman: The Animated Series, and 
one from the newer Arkham Asylum 
series of video games. Darth Vader 
and his legion of Stormtroopers 
stalked the arena, posing for 
photos with fans. And some fans 
even wanted to take photos of your 
humble correspondent, in my Star 
Trek Original Series command 
uniform.  

I got to meet 
Sam Jones, who 
played Flash 
Gordon in the 
cheesy-cool 
1980’s film, and 
tell comic artist 
Fred Hembeck 
how much I 
enjoyed his 
work. I posed 
with an actor 
portraying the 
Adam West 
Batman, next to 
a replica of the 
1960’s TV 
Batmobile.  

And Ryan and I got to invite 
dozens of fans to check out our 
ship’s activities. Star Trek fans are 
everywhere, and they are among 
the most pleasant people you’ll 
ever meet. It was a pleasure 
spending the day representing our 
ship and enjoying the Expo. There 
are more Conventions coming up – 
make plans to be a part of the next 
one! 

Comic-Con Fun 
By LTJG Dénes House, Chief Communications Officer and Ship’s Chaplain 

August Trek 
Lt. Commander Data travelled back 
in time from 2368 to 19th Century 
San Francisco, arriving on August 
13th, 1893 (TNG: “Time’s Arrow, 
Part II”) 

Source: Memory-Alpha.wikia.com 


