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“Lots of people go mad in January. Not as many as in 
May, of course. Nor June. But January is your third 

most common month for madness.” – Karen Joy 
Fowler, Sarah Canary 

HYPERCHANNEL 
Trouble at Axanar – Fan Films in Jeopardy? 

Features: 

Also Inside: 

Calendar of upcoming events! 

Ex Astris – Scientia! 

What draws Trek fans to conventions? 
Our own Claire Vecchiola tells her 
story. 
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The Star Trek fan film world was 
rocked on December 29, when 
Paramount Pictures sued Axanar 
Productions, Alec Peters, and 20 
“John Does” for infringement of 
copyright. Peters is the President 
of Axanar Productions, which was 
built through a crowdfunding 
effort designed to raise $1 million 
to produce a studio-quality, 
feature-length 
Star Trek fan 
film, entitled 
Axanar.  

The story of the 
Battle of 
Axanar, an 
event 
mentioned by Captain Kirk in the 
TOS episode, Whom Gods Destroy, 
the film is intended to feature the 
exploits of Fleet Captain Kelvin 
Garth, one of Kirk’s heroes, 
reputedly the best Starship 
Captain of his day. This film 
would showcase the Battle in the 
context of the Four Years War 
between the Federation and the 
Klingons.  

For over a year, Peters and 
company have created a sizzle 
reel, produced a ten-minute short 
film entitled Prelude to Axanar, 
written the script for the full film, 
and built an independent film 
studio, Ares Pictures, all based on 
funding from Kickstarter, 
Indiegogo, and other sources.  

Paramount’s suit alleges that 
Peters and his co-defendants have 
crossed the line between fan 
homage and profit-making 
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Star Wars: The Force Awakens – a 
review of an often-hidden aspect of 
the film, by First Officer Ryan Wade. 

Publisher • Capt. Lee Starshine 
(captain@usshenryhudson.org) 

Editor • Lt. Dénes House 
(deneshouse@gmail.com) 

From the Captain’s Chair – we had an 
awesome holiday party! And it’s 
membership renewal time! 
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venture. Axanar Productions 
built a studio and soundstage 
that they publicly admitted was 
to be used for profit-making film 
projects after Axanar was in the 
can. They raised over $1 million, 
and paid the folks involved in 
the production, including some 
of the production staff. One of 
Paramount’s unwritten “rules” 
before this lawsuit was that the 

producers 
of fan films 
must not 
make a 
profit on 
them, and 
must not 
charge fans 

to see the work.  

The fan community has been 
wondering what this means for 
Star Trek Continues, Star Trek: 
Phase II, and other fan 
productions. Peters has stated 
that they will respond to the 
lawsuit, and that they “hope to 
amicably resolve the situation in 
a way that benefits CBS, 
Paramount, Axanar and all fan 
films.”  

The events of the ENT episodes, “In A Mirror, Darkly Parts I and II” took place 
on January 13, 2155 and following in the Mirror Universe. 

Ro Laren was born on January 17, 2340 (TNG: “Ensign Ro,” “The Next Phase”) 

James T. Kirk (alternate) was born on January 4, 2233 on Medical Shuttle 37 in 
deep space (Star Trek) Source: Memory-Alpha.wikia.com 

TREK January 
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Have you ever hosted a party and it 
went better than you could possibly 

imagine? 

This happened to me on December 12th – and all because 
YOU GUYS ARE AWESOME! 

I’ve never spent time with such a caring, considerate and 
respectful group of people. The head count was 17 
members and 5 guests, including my dear cousin English 
Sharon (red TOS dress). Thanks to everyone who made it 
special including: 

• Mini for organizing the potluck, and everyone who 
brought food and drink (delicious!) 

• Deb & her girls for making treat bags with 
chocolate, candy canes & a button for each member 

• Greg for making buttons using his “Badge-a-
Minute” kit 

• Denes for giving an inspiring presentation 
• Steve R. for bringing every single Hallmark Star 

Trek ornament and putting them all up (3 hours) 
and taking them all down the next day (2 hours: 
James McGeorge and Steve). 

• Our youngest attendees who made houses and 
space ships from gingerbread and candy LEGO 

• Art and Gillian for letting us take over the house 

I showed off all the awards our club received and gave Art 
an award from the CIT for his work as Fleet Webmaster. 
Also, four of our members received crew awards (see the 
November newsletter).  

How to win a crew award: You have to be in the club for at 
least 8 months to get one of these awards. Also, you need 
to do something outstanding that helps out the club. The 
awards will vary from year to year. Awards are created 
and awarded at the sole discretion of the Captain. LT Ryan 
Wade is our First Officer and volunteer coordinator, so 
please approach him in person or online if you’d like to 
make a difference for our club. Officers are given 
preference for jobs requiring more responsibility. You can 
become an officer by passing 2 open-book exams. Talk to 
Captain Starshine if you’d like to take these exams and get 
the rank of Ensign (and if your scores are perfect, 
Lieutenant Junior Grade). You can go up in rank every 6 
months or more, if you stay involved and help out. 

January is renewal month. Anyone who joined the club 
after July 1st does not have to renew until next year. Those 
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who joined before July 1st need to renew by January 31st. A 
list has 
been 
posted on 
our 
Facebook 
group, 
and these 
members 
will be receiving an email about renewing. It’s just $12 for 
an individual, and it can be done online or in person at one 
of our events. (We discourage you from mailing checks to 
the PO Box, as mail to this location has a history of getting 
lost). Ryan Wade and I will be handling renewals for now, 
but we’d like to see a volunteer take over membership 
year-round. 

Membership fees go to the national organization, Starfleet 
Command. Locally, we have to raise our own money. We 
received 1 donation, put an item on ebay, and are 
considering selling t-shirts to cover some costs. 

Our Meetups at the Dragon’s Den have a new format. We 
will run Family Sci Fi Game night second Saturdays at 6 
PM. Let’s see if we can get individuals and families out to 
the Den to play Trek, Star Wars, Firefly and other games 
that Dave at the Den has stashed away for us. We’ll try it 
for 3 months. Check our calendar, Facebook, or Meetup for 
details. If you come, bring snacks or drinks if possible. 

Our regular member meeting will be on the 4th Saturdays 
at 6. The January meeting will be at Lee’s house. Ryan has 
moved into his new house and is eager to host, so we will 
aim to meet there in February or March. 

Our first anniversary dinner is coming up fast, on February 
7. Mark your calendar and we will email you with 
details as the date draws near. 

From the Captain’s Chair 
Captain Lee Starshine 

Welcome New Members! 

Patrick Case Robert Derman James McGeorge 

Karen 
Tulchinsky 

These folks have joined the USS Henry Hudson in the last 
month! Welcome Aboard! 

Jim Nowack 
(Wolf) 
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conventions? 
One answer 
could be that 
people mostly go to Star Trek 
conventions for fun. They 
enjoy getting away from 
everyday life and go for 
recreation.  

Many go to gain long lasting 
friendships with fans who are 
similar to themselves. They 
can relate to each other over 
common interests.   

It is difficult to think of one 
underlying reason people 
attend conventions because 
everyone is unique, so it 
depends on the person. It is 
mostly just a recreational 
activity for some people, and 
they like spending time with 
their friends and family and 
bonding over something that 
they all enjoy.  

Some fans like to express 
their individuality and their 
creative side, and enjoy 
participating in costume 
contests. Star Trek cons are a 
cultural phenomenon that 
draws a whole group of 
people together because of 
their enthusiasm for the 
franchise, and the ability to 
be able to interact with other 
fans. Trek conventions will be 
around a long time, as the 
enjoyment gets carried over 
to the next generation of fans. 
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Star Trek fan because they come 
from all walks of life, and their 
reasons for attending cons are 
similarly diverse. One of the 
amazing things about attending 
a con is meeting people from all 
around the country and around 
the world. 

At another Parsippany con, I 

remember a group of people 
who traveled all the way from 
Australia just to experience a 
convention. They planned also 
to attend the biggest Star Trek 
convention of the year, held the 
following week, in Las Vegas. 
They were asked, “What about 
visiting other parts of the 
country and seeing the rest of 
America?” One of them 
responded, “Star Trek is a part of 
America for us! If we happen to 
see other aspects, that’s great, 
but we came here for Star Trek.” 

Why do people like me go to 
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A little girl, standing in an audience, 
asks the actor on stage to sing one of 
the songs featured on her favorite 
show. Everyone in the audience 
laughs; the actor is amused. “Only if 
you come up on stage and sing it 
with me,” he replies with a smile. 
The girl jumps up and down 
excitedly and runs on stage. He 
counts to three and they sing the 
song together. Her 
parents are delighted, 
the audience laughs 
with glee. 
Remarkably, the song 
is not in English. In 
fact, it is in Klingon. 
The girl and her 
family are attending a 
Star Trek convention 
in Parsippany, New 
Jersey.  

Star Trek conventions 
have been an integral 
part of Trek culture, 
ever since the first con 
in 1972. Since then, there have been 
many others that are held across the 
United States, and in countries 
around the world. Star Trek 
conventions usually occur for two to 
four days, and are held in a hotel 
ballroom or convention center. 
Throughout the con, there are many 
activities for fans to enjoy, most 
notably costume contests, fan-made 
videos, and celebrity speakers. 
Mostly, it is a fun weekend for fans 
to be able to spend time with one 
another, and celebrate the show.  

Star Trek fans are often stereotyped as 
being a certain type of person. 
However, one cannot put a label on a 

Star Trek Cons: Meet All Walks of Life! 
by RCT Claire Vecchiola 

(Above) Robert Reilly and J.G. Hertzler portray their DS9 
characters Gowron and Martok at a con in 2009. (author’s 

photo) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS! 

• Family	Sci-Fi	Game	Night	–	Saturday,	
January	9,	from	6-8:30	p.m.	

• Ship-Wide	Assembly	–	Saturday,	January	
23,	from	6-9	p.m.	Inquire	4	location	

• ANNIVERSARY	DINNER	–	Sunday,	
February	7,	from	6-8	p.m.	celebrate	
the	first	anniversary	of	the	
launching	of	the	USS	Henry	Hudson	
as	we	go	out	to	a	restaurant	
together!	Location:	TBD	

• Family	Sci-Fi	Game	Night	–	Saturday,	
February	13,	from	6-8:30	p.m.	

• NoSuchCon	–	February	19-21,	Vassar	
College	–	see	Ryan	for	details	

• Star	Trek	Attack	Wing	League	–	Saturday,	
February	20,	from	2:00-6:30	p.m.	
Org.	Play:	Temporal	Cold	War	3	

• Ship-Wide	Assembly	–	Saturday,	February	
27,	from	6-9	p.m.	Inquire	4	location	

• Star	Trek	Attack	Wing	League	–	Saturday,	
March	5	(tentative),	from	2:00-6:30	
p.m.	Organized	Play:	The	Void	

• Shore	Leave:	Star	Trek	Ultimate	Voyage	
Concert	–	Saturday,	March	5,	
starting	at	8:00	p.m.	at	Madison	
Square	Garden	in	NYC!	

 
All events at Dragon’s Den 

2600 South Road, Poughkeepsie NY 
unless otherwise noted 
Dates subject to change 

More info at usshenryhudson.org 
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Most reviews of Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens in the last few 
weeks have compared Episodes 
IV and VII, predicted which 
character is related to whom, 
anticipated future episodes, or 
just plain fawned over the 
movie with sentiments along 
the lines of, “See, Mr. Lucas, this 
is how you make a good Star 
Wars movie!” I have nothing to 
add to these reviews. 
 
Instead, I will 
discuss one of 
my biggest 
passions: the 
film's music. 
I've 
performed 
the music 
from both 
trilogies at 
least a dozen times in orchestral 
and wind ensemble settings, 
giving me an intimate 
understanding of the thematic 
elements of John Williams' 
compositions. Each short phrase 
imbues profound subtext to the 
action on the screen, as most of 
Williams' music is heavily based 
in leitmotif – the idea that every 
character, action, plot 
development, and setting has a 
unique melody, rhythm, 
tonality, and even 
instrumentation. 
 
Which is why my first viewing 
of The Force Awakens left me 
deflated. I was so excited to hear 
the new music composed for 
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these new characters and 
settings that my car ride home 
found me preoccupied with 
wondering why so much of the 
original trilogy's music was 
seemingly recycled for this new 
episode. Certainly, it would 
make sense given the near-
identical plot line to A New 
Hope, but Rey should have had 
her own adventurous theme, 
and Kylo Ren certainly 

deserved 
something 
as powerful 
as The 
Imperial 
March or 
Duel of the 
Fates. The 
man can 
stop a 
blaster bolt 

with the Force! 
 
It bugged me for a full week, 
until I went to the theater again 
and specifically focused on the 
musical motifs. It was then that 
I realized the old and the new 
had been seamlessly woven into 
a tapestry as vibrant as any 
recent film's soundtrack. The 
capstone, though, was the 
soaring expectation of The Jedi 
Steps. No track in my 
recollection has more incredibly 
encapsulated the hope and 
excitement of something new 
and wonderful, as it pulls the 
listener up the steps (no 
spoilers; it was the closing 
scene), suddenly breaking forth 

Star Wars: The Force Awakens Review 
“Excellent Characterization” or “The Soundtrack Awakens” 

By LTJG Ryan Wade, First Officer 
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with the familiar Force Theme... it 
was a heavenly moment. 
 
In this second viewing I realized 
the music was, itself, a full 
character of its own. Subtle. 
Integral. Powerful. Indeed, the 
music of The Force Awakens truly 
becomes its own developed, well-
wrought character, and deserves 
as much attention as it has in the 
previous trilogies.  


