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1. Welcome message. 
 
Welcome colleagues to teaching week 8: Writing - grammar principles. 
 
 
2. Miscellaneous announcements relevant to the course. 
 
Andrea is preparing for her PhD viva voce  and is on leave. All the best Andrea! 
 
 
3. Discuss questions asked by the cohort. 
 
These were answered inside the discussion forum for week 7. Please review these 

responses and check that you are up-to-date before you commence teaching week 8. 
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4. List open-access scholarly material for the current week. 
 
English language exams. 
 
Are you preparing for an international English language exam such as IELTS, Pearson, 

TOEFL and TOEIC? 

 
Free official test papers are accessible via this web-page as direct access links: 
 
http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html 
 
 
The general writing sections are available at these links.These examples were not listed 

in last week's lecture notes: 

 
IELTS general writing 
 
http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/practice-tests/writing-practice-test-1-gener
al-training 
 
GRE General test (paper based) 
 
https://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/prepare/ 
 
https://www.ets.org/s/gre/pdf/practice_book_GRE_pb_revised_general_test.pdf 
 
 
These resources are suitable for those who cannot access digital documents such as 

pdf files: 

 
Cambridge First general English language exam 
 
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/cbpt/2015/fce-writing/index.xhtml 
 
 
EF (2016), English language grammar, 
http://www.ef.com/english-resources/english-grammar/ 
(This resource above does not require digital document access). 
 
Digital document: comprehensive English language grammar guide: 
 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html
http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/practice-tests/writing-practice-test-1-general-training
http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/practice-tests/writing-practice-test-1-general-training
https://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/prepare/
https://www.ets.org/s/gre/pdf/practice_book_GRE_pb_revised_general_test.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/cbpt/2015/fce-writing/index.xhtml


Eastwood, J. (1994), Oxford guide to English grammar, Oxford University Press. 
https://www.uop.edu.jo/download/research/members/oxford_guide_to_english_gramma
r.pdf  
Accessed 20 November 2016. 
 
Brown, C. & Brown, P. (2010), English grammar secrets, Macmillan Press.  
(Contains exercises) 
http://www.sasistanbul.net/md/wp-content/uploads/FI-English-Grammar-Secrets.pdf 
Accessed 20 November 2016. 
 
 
5. Summarise the previous teaching week. 
 
Last week I discussed academic applications for English language listening skills.           

Listening is a passive skill. Those who speak English as a foreign language should aim               

to distinguish key discipline-specific vocabulary when they listen to the spoken word in             

academic environments. For example, distinguishing words such as "medical         

examination" and "accounting research" are more important than supporting words such           

as prepositions. Examples of prepositions include the words 'an', 'and', 'the' and 'on'.             

You may also refer to subtitles of recorded audio and audio-visual recordings to clarify              

the spoken words of others, in cases where official translations are provided. 

 

A connection between listening (a passive skill) and writing occurs when people record             

handwritten notes in response to words that they hear. Most people cannot write as fast               

as the average person speaks. Whenever you transcribe (i.e. record hand-written notes)            

the spoken word, you should aim to capture the key words, especially key vocabulary. 

 

Example (from a lecture): 

 

Professor Jane Doe (spoken): This introductory lecture today explores the seven core            

principles of double-entry accounting. It is imperative that you master this fundamental            

technical skill as it underpins all accounting principles and practices (31 words). 

 

Student John Zhang (writing): 7 core principles double-entry accounting. Key skill. (7            

words and one numeral). 

 

https://www.uop.edu.jo/download/research/members/oxford_guide_to_english_grammar.pdf
https://www.uop.edu.jo/download/research/members/oxford_guide_to_english_grammar.pdf
http://www.sasistanbul.net/md/wp-content/uploads/FI-English-Grammar-Secrets.pdf


In the transcription above, John draws on his English language vocabulary skills. He             

uses the word 'key' to summarize the last half of the second sentence. 

 
 
6. Introductory discussion to the topic. 
 
There is a consensus among most experienced TESOL* teachers that those who speak             

English as a Second Language (ESL) do not conclude that the same four English              

languages are equally difficult/easy to learn. Furthermore, most experienced TESOL          

teachers agree that English language writing is one of the most difficult of the four               

language skills for most ESL learners and speakers. 

 

Why do most English language learners state they consider writing to be one of the               

more difficult skills? The answer to this observation may be found in the comment in the                

previous section (5.) above, that writing is an active language skill. 

 

In contrast to reading, a passive skill, ESL writers are required to construct a piece of                

language communication. This is why linguists and educators classify writing an 'active'            

skill. A writer creates something using their language skills. A passive skill requires you              

to interpret something that someone else has constructed. 

 

Consider this written passage: 

 

"Those who prepare university assessments are more likely to succeed if they are             

motivated and are diligent in the ways that they proactively manage their short and              

long-term schedules". 

 

Do you understand this sentence fully? If not, please use a dictionary/thesaurus to             

clarify any words that you do not recognize. 

 

Refer once again to the quotation above. Imagine that you have this thought in your               

mind, word-for-word in your native language. Would you find it easier to translate this              

statement from your native language into English, or would you find it easier to read this                



statement written in English and translate this into your native language inside your             

mind? 

 

* Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages. 

 

 

7. YouTube to support the introduction. 

 

Please watch this video: 

 

https://youtu.be/VgTqZOZ1UMQ 

 

How to Improve Your English Writing 

By Oxford Online English. 

 

Note how the speaker argues that writing is often regarded as the most difficult English               

language skills for learners. 

 
 
8. Topic discussion - further detail. 
 
The core message in the YouTube (section 7.) presentation informs you to constantly             

consider your audience when you compose a written piece using the English language.             

When you write a personal letter to your mother asking her to help you with your                

studies, your written piece will most likely have a different tone, structure and content              

than an email sent to a college tutor asking them to assist you with the same                

assessment. 

 

Recall in Week 2 that we looked at the fundamental principles of English language              

grammar. 

 

This EAP course assumes that all participants have intermediate English languages           

skills and that they wish to attain an upper intermediate English language skills as their               

next level. 

https://youtu.be/VgTqZOZ1UMQ


 

English language grammar is arguably more important for writing than it is for other              

skills such as speaking in most contexts. This is because the written word is recorded               

via various mediums such as e-mail, written assessments and covering letters. When            

mistakes with spelling and grammar occur in writing, the evidence exists in a permanent              

form (such as on paper). Your audience may repeatedly see this mistake over time. In a                

world of mass media communications (such as social network media), your mistakes            

might be seen by a large audience. 

 

In most instances, the spoken word is not recorded and so mistakes are quickly              

forgotten by the audience. In some cases, your audience may not be sure that you               

made a mistake with your speaking as they may assume that they misheard you. 

 

The higher stakes involved with written forms of English language writing explains why             

we return to the topic of English language grammar for the first time since teaching               

week 2. 

 
There are too many principles of English language grammar to cover in one course. 
 
Consider these English language grammar vocabulary. 
 
 
Classifying words 
 
Verbs 
Nouns 
Proper nouns 
Adjectives 
Adverbs 
Pronouns 
Prepositions 
 
Punctuation 
 
Question mark 
Exclamation mark 
Full stop 
Semicolon 



Colon 
Comma 
Dash 
Apostrophe 
Single quotation mark 
Double quotation mark 
Bracket 
Square bracket 
 
Written structures 
 
Letters 
Words 
Sentences 
Paragraphs 
Manuscripts 
 
Other grammar topics 
 
Acronyms (abbreviations) 
Lower case letters 
Upper case letters 
Vocabulary 
Suffixes 
Prefixes 
Numerals 
Alphanumeric text 
Singular and plural 
 
Please contact Jay or Andrea as soon as possible if you have difficulty identifying the               

English language grammar meaning of more than four of these words listed above. That              

is, you cannot draw on your current knowledge (i.e. not consulting a dictionary or other               

source). 

 

Prior to contacting Jay/Andrea, you should check the meaning of these words in one or               

both of these resources: 

 
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 
 
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/lower-case?fallbackFrom=british-gram
mar 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/lower-case?fallbackFrom=british-grammar
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/lower-case?fallbackFrom=british-grammar


 
 
9. Connect the content taught in the current week to the assessments. 
 
It is not mandatory to upload a discussion thread for this topic or to include it in your                  

second assessment, the reflective journal. 

 

You are advised to include this topic if you are passionate about the content. You may                

also write about this topic if its inclusion will distinguish your application for: a              

professional position, a scholarship or admission into a program of study. 

 

 

10. Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes. 

 

Please watch the YouTube presentations listed above. If this does not appeal to you,              

then you may close the presentation. 

 

Please read the first page of each text resource listed above that is supported by a web                 

link. If it does not appeal to you, then you may choose to abandon that reading. 

 

 

11. Discussion questions set by the tutor. 

 

Please read at least one of the general writing exam questions listed in the links above. 

 

These exam questions are written for those taking the general exam and not an              

academic exam. 

 

Do you feel that these questions are written using academic English or general English?              

Why do you reach this conclusion? 

 

If you cannot find one in the sample above, you may consult other English language               

exam listening tests from this website: 

 



http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html 

 

There are questions asked within the content sub-sections above. Please reflect on            

these questions and post your answer on your discussion thread. 

 

 

Which topics within English grammar do you struggle to master? Please share these             

struggles with your colleagues on the discussion board and learn from the responses             

provided by others. 

 

12. Discussion and questions put forward by participants. 

 

I look forward to reading your contributions. 
 
 
Andrea and Jay 
 
jay@thefreeschool.education 
 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html

