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1. Welcome message. 
 
Welcome colleagues to teaching week 10: Assessments and English language skills. 
 
 
2. Miscellaneous announcements relevant to the course. 
 
None. 
 
 
3. Discuss questions asked by the cohort. 
 
These were answered inside the discussion forum for week 9. Please review these             

responses and check that you are up-to-date before you commence teaching week 10. 

 
 
4. List open-access scholarly material for the current week. 
 
Open University, (2016), Assessments and exams, 

http://www2.open.ac.uk/students/help/topic/assessments-and-exams 

http://thefreeschool.education/
http://www2.open.ac.uk/students/help/topic/assessments-and-exams


Flinders University (2016), Group assessments, 

https://www.flinders.edu.au/current-students/healthandcounselling/self-help/group-asse

ssment.cfm 

 
 
5. Summarise the previous teaching week. 
 
Last week we examined Writing - academic applications. This topic has a strong             

connection to this teaching week which looks at academic assessments. In the Arts,             

Humanities and Social Sciences most assessments are prepared in written form. 

 

In other fields such as music, the fine arts, health, science and engineering, some              

coursework units may involve assessments that do not require you to prepare written             

text. These include exercises such as recitals (music), practical examinations,          

professional work placements and the construction of projects. 

 

The most popular types of written assessments at post-secondary educational          

institutions in Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities are: 

 

i. Essays 

ii. Reports 

iii. Written examinations 

 

Our discussion this week may work best if you we base the course notes on the types of                  

assessments that you currently prepare or plan to prepare in the future. 

 

https://www.flinders.edu.au/current-students/healthandcounselling/self-help/group-assessment.cfm
https://www.flinders.edu.au/current-students/healthandcounselling/self-help/group-assessment.cfm


A popular type of academic assessment is the group presentation as outlined by the              

Flinders University (2016) web page listed in section four (4.) above. 

 
 
6. Introductory discussion to the topic. 
 
Academic assessments are an important part of all studies that lead to a graduate              

award. Award study refers to a program that offers an official certificate to its graduates.               

Popular awards at post-secondary level include Graduate Certificates, Diplomas and          

Degrees. 

 

Assessments aim to review how well you understand course material to determine            

whether you meet the standards required to pass a unit of study. 

 

There are two main types of assessment: 

 

i. Formative assessments. 

 

These assessments aim to provide early feedback prior to the completion of a final              

assessment. Feedback may be written or verbal. A mid-term exam is an example of a               

formative assessment. These assessments aim to provide an interim review of your            

progress so that you can act on feedback and improve your learning practices. These              

assessments review a component of the course program. 

 

 

 



 

ii. Summative assessments 

These assessments occur at the end of the course. These assessments aim to review              

your progress throughout the program of study. They assessment typically comprise a            

relatively higher weight of your aggregate grade awarded for the course. 

 
 
7. YouTube to support the introduction. 
  
Please watch these videos: 

Group Assignments 

 
https://youtu.be/U0zOqSRzR-s 
 
 
Cross cultural communication  

Pellegrino Riccardi | TEDxBergen 

 
https://youtu.be/YMyofREc5Jk 
 
 
 
8. Topic discussion - further detail. 
 
 
The remainder of discussion in these notes focuses on group assessments. The            

Flinders University (2016) website is the central point of reference for this discussion. 

 

Group assessments may pose multiple challenges for students that differ from other            

popular assessments such as report and essays. 

 

https://youtu.be/U0zOqSRzR-s
https://youtu.be/YMyofREc5Jk


Group assessments require you to coordinate your schedule with your colleagues. You            

also need to devise a way to delegate tasks and form a consensus about what your                

team will include and omit from your final product. These discussions may occur via              

e-mail using your English language writing skills. They may also occur verbally, using             

your English language speaking skills over the telephone and in person during group             

meetings. 

 

Group work sometimes involves challenges that arise from the different socio-cultural           

backgrounds of each member. These difficulties are more likely to occur when            

international students work alongside colleagues from different countries, linguistic         

backgrounds and cultures. 

 

Sometimes language can be a source of confusion. Misunderstandings can arise due            

to: 

 

● Different vocabularies and language abilities 

● Difficulties understanding the accents and pronunciation of speakers from         

different countries 

● Cultural practices that may be the norm in one culture but are unacceptable in              

another culture. 

 

The first YouTube presentation discusses some of the challenges which may undermine            

the group dynamics of collaborative projects. The focus of this presentation is on team              

work skills and not on language skills. This presentation provides an introduction to the              



group assessment. It has been included to aid those who do not have experience with               

this task. 

 

The second YouTube presentation offers practical advice about how to work with            

colleagues who have different socio-linguistic backgrounds. This presentation offers         

insight into the reasons why misunderstandings may occur when people from different            

socio-cultural backgrounds communicate using English as the common mode of          

communication. 

 
 
9. Connect the content taught in the current week to the assessments. 
 
It is not mandatory to upload a discussion thread for this topic or to include it in your                  

second assessment, the reflective journal. 

 

You are advised to include this topic if you are passionate about the content. You may                

also write about this topic if its inclusion will distinguish your application for: a              

professional position, a scholarship or admission into a program of study. 

 
 
10. Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes. 
 
Please watch the YouTube presentations listed above. If this does not appeal to you,              

then you may close the presentation. 

 

Please read the first page of each text resource listed above that is supported by a web                 

link. The home page of the web link has access to multiple sub-pages that are relevant                



to this discussion. If it does not appeal to you, then you may choose to abandon that                 

reading. 

 
 
11. Discussion questions set by the tutor. 
 
List and discuss at least two new examples of cross-cultural misunderstandings that can             

occur in formal contexts such as college study and the workplace. You may draw on               

real-life experiences to support your discussion. 

 

Do you have any experiences with preparing group assessments? If so, please discuss             

any difficulties that you have had working with a group. You may discuss challenges              

that have arisen due to language barriers or other problems such as different             

approaches to preparing assessments. How did you overcome these challenges and to            

what extent were you successful? What joyful experiences did you encounter working            

with others to prepare group assessments? 

 
 
12. Discussion and questions put forward by participants. 
 
I look forward to reading your contributions. 
 
 
Jay and Andrea 


