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1. Welcome message. 
 
Welcome colleagues to teaching week 7: Listening - academic applications. 
 
 
2. Miscellaneous announcements relevant to the course. 
 
The School's IELTS consultant tutor, Richard Cawethorne has shared this free resource            

with Andrea and Jay. 

 

IELTS general listening free practice tests 'Life Skills' 

 

https://www.ielts.org/what-is-ielts/ielts-for-migration/united-kingdom/ielts-life-skills 

 

These resources do not have an academic focus. However, you may find them useful to               

practice your listening skills in exam conditions using official IELTS resources. 

 
 
 
 

http://thefreeschool.education/
https://www.ielts.org/what-is-ielts/ielts-for-migration/united-kingdom/ielts-life-skills


3. Discuss questions asked by the cohort. 
 
These were answered inside the discussion forum for week 6. Please take a look at 

these responses and check that you are up-to-date before you commence teaching 

week 7. 

 
 
4. List open-access scholarly material for the current week. 
 
English language exams 
 
Are you preparing for an international English language exam such as IELTS, Pearson,             

TOEFL and TOEIC? 

 
Free official test papers are accessible via this web-page as direct access links: 
 
http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html 
 
 
The academic listening sections are available at these links.These examples were not            

listed in last week's lecture notes: 

 
TOEFL interactive listening and reading (free file download required) 
 
https://www.ets.org/toefl/ibt/prepare/toefl_interactive_sampler/ 
 
 
This TOEFL (iBT) provides a sample transcript of the listening test. This printed             

resource may give you some insight into the level of difficulty of the online component of                

the TOEFL online exam: 

 
https://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/TOEFL/pdf/SampleQuestions.pdf 
 
 
These resources are suitable for those who cannot access documents such as pdf files: 

 
http://pearsonpte.com/test-takers/preparation/free-pte-academic-preparation/ 
 
 
 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html
https://www.ets.org/toefl/ibt/prepare/toefl_interactive_sampler/
https://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/TOEFL/pdf/SampleQuestions.pdf
http://pearsonpte.com/test-takers/preparation/free-pte-academic-preparation/


 
Pearson free official listening tutorials: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlwSacA9VMa6ip1DRG7LGmwUjr5Oon8qo 
 
Last week Andrea listed two university resources that you may refer to as a way to aid                 

your listening skills. This web page owned by Deakin University provides a            

comprehensive list of academic listening resources for post-secondary scholars. These          

include text web files, audio files and audio-visual resources. Note how I use the              

academic referencing style to list this resource. 

 
Deakin University (2016), Useful websites for self-study (Listening), 
http://www.deakin.edu.au/students/studying/international-students/dueli-independent-le
arning-centre/useful-websites-for-self-study-listening 
Accessed 13 November 2016. 
 
 
5. Summarise the previous teaching week. 
 
Last Andrea discussed academic applications for English language listening skills. The           

focus of this presentation was on contexts and pronunciation. We explored the main             

academic contexts: tutorials and lectures. 

 

This week we build on this discussion and explore other academic contexts where             

scholars may be required to use their English language listening skills. These additional             

contexts include: 

 
* Formal public broadcasts 
 
Example: British Broadcasting Corporation news broadcast 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pt_uvf9Xq3M 
 
* Informal public broadcasts 
 
Example: social chatter among friends at home. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmpKnXzWxYg 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlwSacA9VMa6ip1DRG7LGmwUjr5Oon8qo
http://www.deakin.edu.au/students/studying/international-students/dueli-independent-learning-centre/useful-websites-for-self-study-listening
http://www.deakin.edu.au/students/studying/international-students/dueli-independent-learning-centre/useful-websites-for-self-study-listening
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pt_uvf9Xq3M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wmpKnXzWxYg


 
Can you detect which country the speakers are from in these presentations? Which             

accents do you find are the easiest and most difficult to understand? 

 
 
6. Introductory discussion to the topic. 
 
Many scholars who speak using English for Academic Purposes are required to listen to              

spoken sources other than lectures and tutorials to complete their academic studies. 

 

For example, consider the situation (context) where an undergraduate marketing          

student needs to listen to television commercials so that they may write an academic              

report for assessment purposes. These students may consult an audio-visual resource           

such as a YouTube presentation. This is an example of such a resource: 

 

YouTube (2016), Top 10 Best Super Bowl 50 Commercials (2016 Funniest Ads), 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2c2mPpvcpw 
 
 
7. YouTube to support the introduction. 
 
This webpage offers numerous open-access (free) quality resources where the speaker           

uses EAP to communicate via the spoken word. In most cases, the speaker has a               

native British accent. 

 
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) English skills series 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/bbclearningenglish 
 
 
British Broadcasting Corporation series: English at University 
This series is useful for those who study at post-secondary educational institutions. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcetZ6gSk968osFdoDReyVXyNrZOhO9b3 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2c2mPpvcpw
https://www.youtube.com/user/bbclearningenglish
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcetZ6gSk968osFdoDReyVXyNrZOhO9b3


 
8. Topic discussion - further detail. 
 
Most people who study in formal academic environments (e.g. at university) are            

frequently exposed to audio (spoken) sources where the speaker does not use English             

for Academic Purposes to communicate. 

 

It is important that we continue to speak in a formal and academic way in situations                

when this is required. An example of situations where this is required includes group              

presentation assessments delivered in tutorials. 

 

We need to constantly remind ourselves that many of the audio (spoken word)             

resources that we are exposed to in academic environments may not use the EAP              

format. We should always question whether conversations and other forms of spoken            

words that we hear use the EAP format. If we do not remain vigilant, we may find                 

ourselves mimicking other speakers who do not use EAP. As non-native English            

language speakers, we may end up using inappropriate forms of spoken English in             

formal settings, such as when we undertake an English language examination and            

present college assessment that requires us to speak. If we speak in an informal              

manner in formal contexts, we might fail an English language exam or an academic              

assessment. 

 
It is useful at this point to remind ourselves of the features of English for Academic                

Purposes that we examined in teaching week 1 and teaching week 2. 

 
i. Diplomacy - avoid using vulgar or insulting words and phrases when you speak; 
 
ii. Formality - avoid slang and always adhere to English grammar rules when you speak; 
 
iii. Speak to your audience in a way that is critical of the literature and theories that you 
have consulted; 
 
iv. Use discipline-specific vocabulary (i.e.  terminologies) when you speak; 
 
v. Use a logical structure to present your spoken argument; 
 
vi. Use vocabulary that relates to your sub-field and do this frequently. 



 
 
9. Connect the content taught in the current week to the assessments. 
 
It is not mandatory to make a discussion thread post or to include this topic in your                 

second assessment, the reflective journal. 

 

You are advised to include this topic if you are passionate about the content that we                

examine this week. You may also write about this topic if its inclusion will distinguish               

your application for: a professional position, a scholarship or admission into a program             

of study. 

 
 
10. Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes. 
 
Please watch the YouTube presentations listed above. If this does not appeal to you,              

then you may close the presentation at any time. 

 

Please read the first page of each text resource listed above that is supported by a web                 

link. If it does not appeal to you, then you may choose to abandon that reading. 

 
 
11. Discussion questions set by the tutor. 
 
i. Listen to at least one of the academic listening exam questions listed in the links                
above. 
 
Do you see a reading passage in one of these exams that clearly states the time and                 

place context of a specific situation? Discuss online how these details clarify the             

meaning of the discussion that you have heard via the spoken word of another. 

 

If you cannot find one in the sample above, you may consult other English language               

exam listening tests from this website: 

 
http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html 
 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html


There are questions asked within the content sub-sections above. Please reflect on            

these questions and post your answer on your discussion thread. 

 
 
 
12. Discussion and questions put forward by participants. 
 
I look forward to reading your contributions. 

 

These resources do not have an academic focus. However, you may find them useful to               

practice your listening skills in exam conditions using official IELTS resources. 

 

Enjoy your week! 

Jay and Andrea 

 

jay@thefreeschool.education 

 

 
 
 


