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1. Welcome message 
 
Welcome colleagues to teaching week 12: Course summary and review. 

 
 
2. Miscellaneous announcements relevant to the course. 
 
An IELTS preparation course is due to commence during the first week of January              

2017. All persons are welcome to join this course. For further details please email              

free@thefreeschool.education. 

 
 
3. Discuss questions asked by the cohort 
 
These were answered inside the discussion forum for week 11. Please review these             

responses and check that you are up-to-date before you commence teaching week 12. 

 

http://thefreeschool.education/


 
 
4. List open-access scholarly material for the current week 
 
Please refer to the document titled "Resources" on the School's English for Academic             

Purposes (EAP) web page. 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/free-diploma.html  

 
 
5. Summarise the previous teaching week 
 
Last week we examined the reasons why you should use academic referencing to             

support your academic assessments. 

 

We also explored the four most popular academic referencing style guides. These were:             

the American Psychological Association (APA), Modern Languages Association (MLA),         

Harvard and Chicago. The first three styles use in-text referencing. The Chicago style             

guide offers an in-text referencing style manual and a footnotes referencing style            

manual. If your assessment requires you to use the 'Chicago' style guide, you should              

check with your instructor which of these two alternative styles you should adopt. 

 

 
6. Introductory discussion to the topic 
 
This week summarises the material covered online over the past eleven teaching            

weeks. 

 

Recall that listening and reading are passive language skills. When you use your             

reading and listening skills, another party has created language content and you are             

http://www.thefreeschool.education/free-diploma.html


using your sensory processing (eyes and ears) to interpret English language content. If             

you read/speak English as a Foreign Language, you may consciously or unconsciously            

translate English language content into your native language or another language in            

order to interpret the meaning of this content.  

 

Speaking and writing are active language skills. When you speak and write you are              

creating language content. 

 

For most post-secondary students who speak English as a Foreign Language (EFL),            

academic writing is the most difficult English language skill to master. Your use of this               

skill is captured in a permanent form such as an email to a tutor or your submission of a                   

written academic assessment. Mistakes may be distributed electronically and seen by a            

wide audience. We examined this skill last in this course so that you could develop your                

other three EAP skills and draw on this foundation to develop your EAP writing skills.  

 
 
7. YouTube presentations to support the introduction 
  
 
i. Brief presentation 
 
Academic English: How Is It Different? 

An interview with Martin Hewings 

 
https://youtu.be/29nizxc8k5k  
 
This presentation was uploaded during teaching week 1. 
 
Please watch this presentation once again. Does the discussion put forward in this             

presentation now make more sense to you? Offer an explanation for your answer. 

 

https://youtu.be/29nizxc8k5k


 
 
ii. Detailed presentation - comprehensive series 
 
There are thousands of quality YouTube EAP presentations online published by           

respected institutions such as Oxford and Cambridge. Andrea and I have uploaded a             

few of these over the past 11 weeks. 

 

This EAP series published by ‘Smrt’, featuring presenter 'Joshua' is an example of a              

comprehensive, quality EAP series that is available online as an open-access           

(free-of-charge) resource. 

 

As of 18 December 2016, there are 20 presentations in this series. This example below,               

is number 1 in this series. 

 
Compound & Complex Sentences 

English for Academic Purposes with Josh #1 

 
https://youtu.be/1SkEzs7Meu0  
 
Which country is Joshua based? What regional (national) accent does Joshua have? 
 
 

What is a compound sentence? Explain this term using your own words. Do not use the                

word 'compound' in your answer. Write a compound sentence using an EAP style. Write              

a sentence that is relevant to your current or planned field of study (example -               

economics). 

 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/1SkEzs7Meu0


8. Topic discussion - further detail 
 
This course introduces principles of English for Academic Purposes for those who            

speak English as Foreign Language. 

 

Recall from teaching week 1 and teaching week 2 that there are six principles that               

distinguish academic English from other forms of English such as colloquial English            

spoken in informal contexts. An example of an informal context is the way that friends               

speak to each other at home.  

 

The six characteristics of EAP are: 

 
1. Diplomacy (avoid using vulgar or insulting words and phrases); 
 
2. Formality (avoid slang and always adhere to English grammar rules); 
 
3. Writing and speaking in a critical way as opposed to writing in a narrative manner; 
 
4. Using discipline-specific vocabulary; 
 
5. Using a logical structure to present your argument. 
 
6. Repetition of words that are more popular in the scholarly domain and using these 

words more often than they appear in other domains such as the private sphere and the                

work sector.  

 
Martin Hewings discusses these issues in YouTube presentation listed above (see           

section 7). 

 

This course frequently examines general study skills that do not necessarily relate to             

applied usage of EAP skills. Most EFL speakers experience challenges and           



disadvantages that some fluent and native speakers of the English language do not             

experience when they use EAP. These challenges arise because of these students' EFL             

background.  

 

These outcomes may include: 

 

* Reduced vocabulary compared to native speakers, especially discipline-specific         

vocabulary. 

 

* Difficulties understanding speech that occurs when they listen to others who speak the              

English language at a regular pace or at an above average pace. 

 

* Socio-linguistic differences between cultures. For example, last week we discussed           

how the definition of plagiarism may vary between cultures. 

 

 
9. Connect the content taught in the current week to the assessments 
 
It is not mandatory to upload a discussion thread for this topic or to include it in your                  

second assessment, the reflective journal. 

 

You are advised to include this topic if you are passionate about the content. You may                

also write about this topic if its inclusion will distinguish your application for: a              

professional position, a scholarship or admission into a program of study. 

 
 
 
 



10. Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes 
 
Please watch the YouTube presentations listed above. If these do not appeal to you,              

then you may skip or close the presentation. 

 

 

Please read the course readings listed in section 4, above. 

 
 
11. Discussion questions set by the tutor 
 
There are multiple questions in section 7. Please answer most or all of these questions               

online. 

 

Which of the set readings in listed in the link in section 4 did you find most useful during                   

this course? Explain why. 

 

What resources do you suggest that future tutors include in this course that have been               

absent? 

 

Rank from easiest to most difficult each of the four English language skills. Create a list                

that shows how these were ranked (a) 11 weeks ago and (b) at the conclusion of this                 

course. 

 

If your ranking has changed, explain why this has occurred. If your ranking has not               

changed, discuss whether this outcome is of concern to you, and if it does concern you,                

explain the reason/s why. 

 



 
12. Discussion and questions put forward by participants. 
 
I look forward to reading your contributions. 
 
 
 
 
We trust that you enjoyed this EAP course. Please send us constructive feedback any              

time via email to free@thefreeschool.education. You may send this feedback          

anonymously online via the email contact form at: 

 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/contact.html  

 

Andrea and I wish you the best with your future studies, career and life-course! 

 

 

Jay and Andrea 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/contact.html

