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1. Welcome message 

 

Welcome colleagues to teaching week 6: Listening - pronunciation and contexts. 

 

 

2.  Miscellaneous announcements relevant to the course 

 

None. 

 

 

3.  Discuss questions asked by the cohort 

 

These were answered inside the discussion forum for week 5. Please take a look at 

these and check that you are up-to-date before you commence teaching week 6. 

 



4.  List open-access scholarly material for the current week 

 

Are you preparing for an international English language exam such as IELTS, Pearson, 

TOEFL and TOEIC? 

 

Free official test papers are accessible via this web-page as direct access links: 

 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html 

 

 

The academic listening sections are available at these links. You do not need document 

reader software for some exams as they are available in web page html format. Some 

resources are also available as MP4 audio files. Example: 

 

https://www.ielts.org/about-the-test/sample-test-questions 

 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/cbpt/2015/fce-listening/index.xhtml 

 

 

Some websites offer written advice about how to prepare for the listening exam. They 

also show examples of printed materials that you need to complete during the exam. 

Example: 

 

https://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/TOEIC/pdf/TOEIC_LR_sample_tests.pdf 

 

You may find these papers useful for the purposes of practicing your academic reading 

skills even if you do not plan to take an English language test in the future. If you have 

successfully completed an English language exam in the past such as IELTS, you may 

find that you can extend your academic English reading knowledge and skills by 

practicing the Pearson exam or other English language exams such as TOEIC. 

 



Listening is a key skill at college and university. You need to listen carefully: 

 

* When taking notes in lectures 

* To your tutor and classmates during tutorials 

* When working with your classmates 

* When watching audio and audio-visual material such as lecture podcasts and 

academic YouTube presentations. 

 

Open-access university coaching materials - academic listening skills: 

 

University of Minnesota (2016), Listening skills, 

http://www.d.umn.edu/kmc/student/loon/acad/strat/ss_listening.html 

 

University of Manchester (2016), Active and effective listening, 

http://www.humanities.manchester.ac.uk/studyskills/essentials/listening/active.html 

 

 

5.  Summarise the previous teaching week 

 

Last week we explored academic applications for English language reading skills. 

 

Jay made the point that speaking/listening and reading/writing are paired language 

skills. 

 

Academic reading and academic listening skills pair up on a small number of occasions. 

 

One example of the reading/listening pair is when you watch an audio-visual 

presentation that uses sub-titles to narrate the presenter's spoken word. Some people 

choose to listen and read the sub-titles at the same time. Using this technique is a good 

way to improve your academic reading skills as you can check that the words that you 

hear match the subtitles.  

 



6.  Introductory discussion to the topic 

 

Last week we explored the idea of 'context'. This discussion explained how the situation 

that relates to English language use aids us to understand the meaning of language. 

The same principles apply for written and spoken language usage. 

 

Being able to understand the context of language usage is a most important skill for 

English language listening skills. In many situations, listening can be the most difficult 

skill because it is usually the skill that you may exert the least control over.  

 

Compare listening skills to writing skills and speaking skills. When you speak and write, 

you have time to think about what you are going to say and write. You know what you 

are going to say and write - there are no surprises. Sometimes you do not have total 

control over what you say and write as you may be in a situation where you must follow 

instructions within a tight time frame. Participating in a speaking and writing English 

language exam are examples of these situations. 

 

For many people, academic reading tasks may be easier to perform than listening tasks 

for one main reason. With reading tasks, you normally get the opportunity to read a 

word, sentence and passage multiple times. Those who take an English language exam 

usually have enough time to read each reading task twice. Many exam takers have 

sufficient time to read their answers and correct their work. 

 

In many contexts, we get only one chance to interpret a spoken word. If we do not 

understand what we hear, we may irritate the speaker if we constantly need to ask the 

speaker to repeat what they say. Some English language exams offer the spoken 

instructions once for certain tasks. These are the 'fill-in-the-blanks' listening tasks. 

 

Open discussion questions in English language exams usually impose a large penalty 

on the student if they ask the examiner to repeat a question that they hear via the 

examiner's spoken words. 



7.  YouTube to support the introduction 

 

BBC English (11 minutes 58 seconds) 

Talk about English - Academic Listening Part 1 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcZvpEmds9Y&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

IELTS 

 

Four scholars enrolled in this course are currently preparing for their IELTS exams. You 

may find these IELTS academic listening tests useful. See YouTube user name TOEIC 

& IELTS - Sophia.NTK. There are six YouTube listening tests in this series. 

 

McGraw Hill is a private publishing company that is not a part of IELTS. These YouTube 

resources are not official IELTS practice tests. McGraw Hill is a respected global 

publisher. This is a quality replication of the structure, format and difficulty level of the 

official IELTS academic listening test. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zK0gXp2LgiI&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

8.  Topic discussion - further detail 

 

This BBC presentation make a valid point that English for Academic Purposes (EAP) is 

generally a more difficult style of English language communication than other forms of 

English such as spoken English used in informal social contexts. 

 

Compare these two statements extracted out of context from a conversation: 

 

Justin: My mathematics assessment requires me to construct an algebraic proof to 

solve a multi-variable polynomial equation. 



Pavlina: I am going down to the shop now to buy some milk and bread. 

 

Which statement above uses the English for Academic Purposes style? Why do you 

argue this conclusion? 

 

Can you see how one of the statements above uses discipline-specific vocabulary that 

is not commonly used in other contexts? The repeated use of discipline-specific 

vocabulary in spoken and written format is a defining feature of EAP. This observation is 

a recurring theme in this course. 

 

This BBC YouTube presentation also makes a valid point that it is difficult for non-native 

English speakers to interpret some accents. Do you notice that the speaker from the 

Ivory Coast has a deeper tone of voice than other speakers? They also make reference 

to the accents of native French speakers who speak in English. 

 

It takes time to become comfortable understanding the different accents used in settings 

that use English for Academic Purposes. It is sometimes easier to understand people 

when they speak in formal settings such as EAP contexts than when the same people 

speak in social contexts. This is because people are required to act professionally and 

do their best to be understood by their audience when they speak using EAP. If your 

audience does not understand the speaker, the speaker may fail an exam (as student) 

or lose their job if they are a teacher. 

 

The best way to become adept at understanding different English language accents is 

to constantly expose yourself to different environments where people have a variety of 

global English accents. These include live environments such as the work place. They 

also include other non-live media such as recorded YouTube presentations. Another 

example is when you listen to compact discs (CD) that record academic discussions on 

CD. 

 

 



English language exams and context 

 

This principle of 'context' is relevant for those who undertake academic English 

language exams. Consider this scenario. You are undertaking an IELTS English 

language exam and you are completing a listening task that requires you to give a four 

minute speech about yourself. You do not hear the last word that the examiner states in 

her one sentence question. You are not sure if she said: 

 

(a) Toast 

(b) Taste 

(c) Test 

(d) Desk  

 

You are sure about the other words the examiner stated in her question. You are clear 

that she stated: 

 

"Tell me about the last time you prepared for a scholarly assessment such as a written 

****? 

 

Taking into account the context of the question (it's an EAP exam) and the words that 

you can identify, do you think the answer to the above is a, b, c or d? Explain why you 

have chosen this option among the four available. 

 

 

9.  Connect the content taught in the current week to the assessments 

 

It is not mandatory to make a discussion thread post or to include this topic in your 

second assessment, the reflective journal. 

 

You are advised to include this topic if you are passionate about this topic. You may 

also write about this topic its inclusion will distinguish your application for: a professional 



position, a scholarship or admission into a program of study. 

 

 

10.  Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes 

 

Please watch the YouTube presentations listed above. If this does not appeal to you, 

then you may choose to close the presentation at any point in time.  

 

Please read the first page of each text resource listed above that is supported by a web 

link. If it does not appeal to you, then you may choose to abandon that reading. 

 

 

11.  Discussion questions set by the tutor 

 

i. Listen to at least one of the academic listening exam questions listed in the links 

above. Do you see a reading passage in one of these exams that clearly states the time 

and place context of a specific situation? Discuss online how these details clarify the 

meaning of the discussion that you have heard via the spoken word of another. 

 

Can you identify the national accent of the speaker in each English language test?  

 

If you cannot find one in the sample above, you may consult other English language 

exam listening tests from this website: 

 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/tesol-resources.html 

 

There are questions asked within the content sub-sections above. Please reflect on 

these questions and post your answer on your discussion thread. 

 

 

 



12.  Discussion and questions put forward by participants 

 

I look forward to reading your contributions. 

 

All the best, 

 

Andrea and Jay 

 


