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      Objective: 

This presentation offers 16 arguments about 

why you should never secretly employ a 

dissertation ‘ghost’ writing service.



What is a dissertation 
‘ghost’ writing service?

A “dissertation ghost writing service” is 
exactly what its name states. You pay a 
fee to a person who secretly writes your 
dissertation. Some ghostwriters may 
claim to conduct original data collection 
and data analysis for you and charge 
you extra for research services that 
rarely meet doctoral standards.

The services provided are almost 
always superficial. It takes thousands 
of hours to write PhD thesis chapters in 
draft form. If you appointed a qualified 
PhD to write a real PhD for you it would 
cost more than USD$150,000 to achieve 
at minimum wage rates.

Most colleges allow to appoint a coach who 
can help you to develop your writing style, 
data analysis skills and research design. You 
normally can work alongside a private tutor at 
any time during your candidature. A tutor may 
offer advice and review ideas and work that is 
your own. You should consult your 
supervisors before appointing tutors. You 
must acknowledge the assistance of others in 
your list of thesis credits.



16 reasons to never use a dissertation ‘ghost writer’ 

1. You will get caught if you do this at PhD level

2. You will be failed

3. You might be charged with a criminal offence

4. You will be a fake scholar 

5. They cannot deliver what they promise

6. The writing service will not refund your money

7. You will be expelled from your college

8. You may lose your job and career

9. You may need to refund scholarship income

10. You are corrupting the education system

11. Your college will not refund your tuition fees

12. You will not learn anything 

13. International students may be deported and 
lose their work visa and ability to migrate

14. You will damage your professional 
reputation

15. You will damage your reputation among 
friends and family

16. Establishing a bad lifelong habit



Do you want to be a real Doctor or a fake one?
Being a fake doctor stays with you for life. Think carefully before becoming a fraud.

Aung San Suu Kyi
Dr. Kyi earned her 
Doctorate from the 

University of London. 
She wrote her thesis on 

Oriental Studies.

Martin Luther King PhD Candidate
Dr. King wrote his 
Doctoral thesis on 

Theology at the 
University of Boston.

Barbie

Be proud to have 
completed your 

own thesis.

Albert Einstein
Dr. Einstein completed 
his PhD thesis in 
physics from the 
University of Zurich.

      Welcome to our ‘club’, hard-working honest friend!



You will always get caught at PhD level
To write a PhD you need to attend dozens of meetings over a 
number of years with the same supervisors. These people will 
get to know you personally. They will be able to tell from 
conversations how well you are working behind the scenes. If 
you are not the author of your thesis, they will not be fooled.

Many dissertation ghost writers copy-and-paste text from other 
sources. If they do not do so, they will likely earn less than the 
minimum wage because a dissertation is a big project.

Your supervisors and plagiarism detecting software such as 
Turnitin will detect your use of dissertation ghost writers.



You will be failed
If you are caught using a dissertation ghost writing service 

at any time during your candidature or examination, you will 

most likely be failed outright. Using a dissertation ghost writing 

service is academic dishonesty. 

Using a dissertation ‘ghost’ writing service is cheating.

No excuses. End of story.



     Criminal offence

Using a dissertation ghost writing service may be a criminal 

offence in your jurisdiction. If you are receiving a tuition 

waiver, a government subsidised fee plan, FEE HELP or a 

scholarship, then you are obtaining money by deception. You 

might end up with a criminal record, or worse (imprisonment).



Unlikely to receive a refund 
Most dissertation ghostwriting services are provided by obscure 

online companies that operate globally from their own home in an 

unknown jurisdiction. If you are unhappy with their service at any 

time, you may have difficulty receiving a refund. A dissertation 

ghost writing service will not refund any of your money just because 

you were caught cheating.



Cannot deliver what they promise based on what they charge
All dissertation ghost writers cannot deliver what they promise. A PhD can only be 

earned from a credible institution by engaging in rigorous, systematic inquiry reviewing a 

very large body of literature over a period of three or more years of full-time study. Most 

doctoral scholars are confronted with many very difficult hurdles and their project takes 

many unforeseen ‘twists-and-turns’. Only a scholar who is truly engaged with this process 

in a self-disciplined and passionate way can convince their examiners and supervisors that 

their dissertation is theirs. A ‘typical’ full-time doctoral scholar works 40 hours a week, 48 

weeks a year over four years to complete their thesis. If you paid a PhD qualified scholar  

just $30 and hour to complete this entire project, that would equate to USD$230,400



You will be expelled from your college

Most colleges have a policy that mandates that all students 

who engage in major cheating offences will automatically be 

expelled from their college. Most colleges will exclude you 

from studying for a period of around ten years. After this period, 

they may allow you to return at their own discretion.



No refund of your tuition fees
If you are expelled, your college is not lawfully obliged to refund 

any of your fees. The fees that you paid your college have 

covered tuition and other costs such as library services and 

laboratory services. These services were provided by the 

college and they lived up to their side of your contractual 

agreement.



You may lose your job and career
If you are employed, you may lose your job and/or promotion 

prospects if you are caught cheating. Being labelled a cheat, 

and having this charge proven, is a serious ‘black-mark’ 

against your professional reputation. It is difficult to have 

credibility in the professional domain if you have been proven 

to be a cheat in the academic domain.



You may need to refund scholarship money

If you are caught cheating, you may need to refund scholarship 

monies you have collected. You may also need to refund other 

allowances paid such as travel grants, conference expenses and other 

thesis preparation expenses. If you are on a scholarship tuition fee 

waiver, your college may have a legal claim against you to recover 

tuition services that they provided to you in good faith.



You will not learn anything that others will respect
A major reason why the vast majority of genuine scholars enrol in a 
dissertation unit is to advance their knowledge to the highest level and to 
be recognised among others scholars and professionals for this 
achievement.

If you do not write your thesis, you have not achieved this objective, even if 
you have collected and analysed your thesis data. Others who chat to you 
about your thesis will detect that you are vague about its content.

It is not acceptable to have this mindset:
“I have done all the research, I just don’t have the time or ability to write it up”.

If you do not have the time-management skills or intellectual ability to write a 
dissertation to an acceptable standard, you are not a research scholar.



Self-esteem and personal reputation
Picture this scenario:

You are at your graduation. Your friends and family attend and take pictures of 
you in your graduation gown with your doctoral testamur. Everyone is saying 
how proud of you they are. No one knows that you outsourced your 
dissertation to a ghostwriting service.

Do you feel good about yourself inside? How will you feel in five years time?

How will you feel if others later find out that you did not write your thesis?
 
Most ‘students’ who use a dissertation ghostwriting 
service get caught early and automatically fail.



Corrupting the education system and society

Have you ever seen a job or promotion awarded to a person at your company 
who lacks the skills, qualifications and experience? Maybe they were awarded 
a promotion because of who they know and who they go to lunch with.

Earning a fake degree of any rank (Bachelor, Master, Doctorate) corrupts the 
education system, the economy and society-at-large.

How would you feel knowing that a local Nuclear Energy Planning Committee 
was staffed by ‘workers’ who paid someone to research and write their PhD in 
Nuclear Energy? Would you want a medical officer who purchased their 
Doctor of Medicine from a fake university to perform surgery on your body?



Cancellation of your current and future visas

In most countries, research scholars who are holders of an international 

student visa will have their visa cancelled if they are caught cheating 

and are expelled from their host institution.

If you are caught cheating, you will probably not satisfy character tests 

imposed on those who apply for a work visa or residency permit in 

another country.



Establishing a bad lifelong habit
If you think that you can purchase a PhD thesis and a PhD degree, then you are setting 

yourself up for a bad work practices that will likely stay with you for life.

It is unlikely that your ‘outsourcing’ mindset will stop after you earn a fake PhD.

If you have not written a dissertation, you are not well placed to publish industry reports 

or scholarly articles. 

How will you cope? Will you hire a ghostwriter to secretly write your consulting reports 

and your journal articles for the rest of your life?



Further reading
Mozgovoy, M., et al. (2010). Automatic student plagiarism detection: future perspectives, Journal of 
Educational Computing Research, 43(4), 511-531.
http://lawrepository.ualr.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1041&context=lawreview

An Acrobat pdf copy of this slideshow and others from the ‘Winner PhD thesis writing’ series 
are available at http://www.collegeprofessor.ca/phd-writing-project.html
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