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Global announcement: 
 
What version of English do you prefer course instructors to use? 
 
1. American English; 
2. British English; 
3. Their own native style*; 
4. No preference; 
5. Other preference - please specify. 
 
Please vote online by specifying your preference in your first discussion post! We will              
announce the most popular style request on 10 October 2016. 
 
* Andrea - American English native;  Jay - British English native. 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Greetings colleagues, 
 
Welcome to week 1 - English for Academic Purposes. 
 
The teaching staff are: Jay and Andrea Jalonek MA.  

 

 

http://thefreeschool.education/


Topic 1: Getting to know you 

 
Please post a welcome thread on the forum page that tells us something about you.               

This information will enable us to offer you the best tuition possible. 

 
Advising these details will make it easier to understand who we are supporting: 

 
1. What was your most recent English language test score? Details: exam date, test              

(academic/general) name (e.g.  Pearson) and scores for each skill. 

 
2. What is your first (native) language? (Example, Arabic) 

 
3. What is your highest level of study? (Example: High School Diploma graduate) 

 
4. What is your highest level of study of the English Language? (example - CELTA) 

 
5. For what purpose/s do you wish to study EAP? (example: working overseas) 

 
6. What are your strongest English language skills?  

Please list them in order of best to weakest: reading, writing, listening, speaking. 

 
You may volunteer these details only if you want to. 

 
______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Topic 2: Assessments and other materials 
 
The optional assessments have been uploaded on the School's website at: 
 
http://www.thefreeschool.education/free-diploma.html 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
 

http://www.thefreeschool.education/free-diploma.html


Topic 3: Enrollment dates and assessment dates are flexible. 
 
 
Others may enroll and commence teaching week 1 at any time. Please invite another              

scholar to join us. They must be able to read and write at IELTS band 6 or equivalent. 

 

The dates for posting discussion and the assessment dates are flexible. If you are busy,               

you may return to this course at any time in the future. 

 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Topic 4: Format for teaching weeks 2 to 12 
 
1. Welcome message. 
 
2. Miscellaneous announcements relevant to the course. 
 
3. Discuss questions asked by the cohort. 
 
4. List open-access scholarly material for the current week. 
 
5. Summarise the previous teaching week (weeks 2 to 11). 
 
6. Introductory discussion to the topic. 
 
7. YouTube Introduction to support the introduction. 
 
8. Topic discussion - detail. 
 
9. Connect the content taught in the current week to the assessments. 
 
10. Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes. 
 
11. Discussion questions set by the tutor. 
 
12. Discussion and questions put forward by participants. 
 
 



We do not follow this format for teaching week 1 because this is an introductory               

teaching week. The focus of this week aims to: administer the birth of this course,               

provide an overview of the structure and discover the participants’ profiles. 

 
______________________________________________________ 
 

Topic 5: Course instruction and open-access teaching resources 
 
 
Please refer to the list of pre-enrolment readings shown at this web-link. These             

materials provide a definition of English for Academic purposes. 

 
http://chat.thefreeschool.education/topic183.html 
 
 
This article by Benesch (2009) offers a more scholarly approach to defining English for              

Academic Purposes: 

 
Benesch, S. (2009). Theorizing and practicing critical English for academic purposes,           
Journal of English for Academic Purposes , 8(2), 81-85. 
 
http://www.academia.edu/download/45806535/benesch_critical_eap_intro.pdf 
 
 
If your English language skill for academic reading is less than around IELTS band circa               

6.5 you may find it difficult to understand. 

 
This is a short article. The key points are found on the first page. 
 
 
Point 1:  
 
English for Academic Purposes is about communicating ideas in a critical manner. 
 
This style of writing is suitable for use in scholarly settings such as colleges. 

http://chat.thefreeschool.education/topic183.html
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Degree level scholars at college and university level are expected to reflect on whether              

they agree with information that they see published in the public arena, especially if the               

content is published in academic domains. 

 
It is acceptable to not agree with a statement that is made by another person. However,                

if you disagree, then you should offer a theoretical argument and evidence to support              

your position. You may draw on the work of other scholars to theorise your argument.  

 
The essence of English for Academic Purposes is virtually identical to (for example)             

French for Academic Purposes and other languages used to write academic content.  

 
English for Academic Purposes is a sub-field of English for Specific Purposes. The 

writer uses the English language to write critically for a scholarly audience. 

 
Point 2: 
 
English for Academic Purposes is becoming more globalised over time. This is partially             

because of the fact that mass communications can reach the other side of the globe               

faster than they could prior to the rapid expansion of the Internet in the 1990s. Scholarly                

works that appear on the Internet can be accessed by others on the other side of the                 

world within seconds of the material being loaded onto a world wide web page. 

 
American English and British English are the dominant linguistics styles of global            

English and English for Academic Purposes. 

 

American English is mostly similar to Canadian English for both written and spoken 

forms. 

 



British English is mostly similar to Australian and New Zealand English in the written              

form only. The pronunciation of many words in Australia and New Zealand are             

noticeably different to standard spoken British English. This form of British English tends             

to sound most similar to the way people in the far Southern counties of England speak. 

 
Point 3: 
 
Academic writing requires the author to follow established conventions when they write            

and speak for academic audiences. Examples of written academic content includes           

assessments (e.g.  essays), notes used for public speeches and journal articles. 

 

We shall look at these conventions in further detail throughout this course. 

 
Example of academic writing conventions include: 

 
● Diplomacy (avoid using vulgar or insulting words and phrases); 

 
● Formality (avoid slang and always adhere to English grammar rules); 

 
● Writing in a critical way as opposed to writing narratively; 

 
● Using discipline-specific vocabulary; 

 
● Using a logical structure to present your argument. 

 

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
This concludes our discussion for teaching week 1. 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
 



Instructions 

 

It is up to you to decide which activities interest you. Please disregard those activities               

that do not align with your agenda or schedule.  

 

1. Watch this YouTube presentation. 

 

Cambridge University Press ‘Defining EAP’ 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29nizxc8k5k 

 

You may raise questions and make comments about this presentation on the forum. 

 

2. Read the list of pre-course articles shown at: 

 

http://chat.thefreeschool.education/topic183.html 

 

3. Read as much of the Benesch (2009) article as you can. 

 
Take notes about what parts you do not understand. 

 
In your notes, record why you do not understand each point. Examples of reasons are: 

 
(a)    There are too many long words (greater than six letters); 

(b)    The vocabulary is too specific to a sub-field of education; 

(c)   The author's writing style does not appeal to you.  

Explain why it does not appeal to you and what sort of writing style appeals to you. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29nizxc8k5k
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4. Make as many posts as you wish under teaching week 1. 

 

You are welcome to provide as much content as you like, including details about: 

 
1. Things that you like about this course so far and do not want to see changed; 

2. Things that you do not like about this course so far and want to see changed; 

3. Discussion about content provided by your colleagues (tutors and participants); 

4. Suggestions about teaching, studying and learning English for Academic Purposes; 

5. Share free resources about English for Academic Purposes; 

6. Anything else relevant that you wish to add. 

 
You may choose to discuss some of your notes from activity 3, i.e.  the section above. 

 

5. Tutorial question 

 
Do these tutorial notes use British English or American English or both styles? 

 
Offer at least two pieces of evidence to support your argument. 

 
Does this tutorial use an English for Academic Purposes style? 

 

i. Yes 

ii. No 

 

To answer this question, please draw on the reading and viewing material listed above.              

Do not be afraid to make a mistake. 

 



Critical thinking is encouraged. There is no right or wrong answer. 

 

However, you must be prepared to offer evidence to support your argument. 

 

It is best to cite multiple pieces of evidence to support an argument. Cite at least two                 

pieces of evidence to support your argument. 

  

______________________________________________________ 
 

Have a great week. 

 

Bye for now. 

 

The Team. 

 

Teaching weeks 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12 Jay assumes the role of course lead. 

Teaching weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11 Andrea assumes the role of course lead. 

 

Jay and Andrea are present during all teaching weeks. 
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