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Upper intermediate IELTS 

(Academic stream) 

 

Subject code:  IELTS1001 

Teaching week 3:  Academic reading: discussion 2 

Commences Monday: 23 January 2017 

Presenter:   Dr. Jay Jericho 

______________________________________________________ 

 

1. Welcome message 

 

 

Welcome colleagues to teaching week 3, Academic reading: discussion 2. 

 

 

2.  Miscellaneous announcements relevant to this course. 

 

 

None.  

 

 

3.  Discuss questions asked by the cohort 

 

 

These were answered by private message inside the discussion forum by Jay. 

 

I encourage people to post their questions and discussion on the public forum so that 

other participants can benefit from your content and the tutors’ replies. 
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4.  List open-access scholarly material for the current week 

 

 

IDP Australia - IELTS academic reading practice tests 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/prepare/freepracticetests/academicreadingpractic
etests 
 

http://idpielts.me/prepare-ielts/free-ielts-practice-tests/ 

https://ielts.com.au/study-for-ielts/practice-test/ 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/prepare/freepracticetests/academicreadingpractic

etests 

 

British Council 

“Free IELTS practice Tests” 

http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/free-practice-tests    

 

“Free IELTS practice activities and resources” 

http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-test/british-council-online-resources 

 

Cambridge University 

“Free paper-based sample tests” 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams/ielts/preparation/ 

 

Reference resources: 

 

Online Cambridge Dictionary 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/  

 

Collins English Thesaurus 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus  
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5.  Summarise the previous teaching week 

 

 

Last week’s teaching notes offer a brief introduction to the academic reading component 

of the IELTS exam. These notes provide an essential foundation to this week’s notes 

that continues the discussion of the IELTS academic reading component. 

 

IELTS state that there are seven different types of academic reading tasks: 

 

1. Identifying information 

2. Identifying a writer’s views 

3. Matching features 

4. Matching headings 

5. Multiple choice questions 

6. Table completion 

7. Diagram label completion 

 

For illustration purposes, the notes last week provide a link to two official IELTS practice 

exams: ‘matching headings’ and the ‘diagram label completion’ reading exercise. 

 

 

6.  Introductory discussion to the topic 

 

 

This week, we extend our discussion of the reading component by examining, in detail, 

a comprehensive set of academic reading exercises. A link is provided to an official 

IELTS practice exam for exercise types 1. to 7. listed in section 5. of these notes. 

 

The IELTS Academic reading assessment contains three parts. You have one hour (60 

minutes) to answer this section. These details are explained in table summary format at: 

 

https://www.ielts.org/about-the-test/test-format-in-detail  
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7.  YouTube presentations to support the introduction 

 

 

IELTS reading tips: True false not given 

24 minutes and 6 seconds 

IELTS Liz 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYl9PX7Ua_Q  

 

 

IELTS reading  top 10 tips 

10 minutes and 26 seconds 

Learn English with Emma  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4PDgVEhfKso  

 

 

How to succeed on IELTS reading  

11 minutes and 14 seconds 

Learn English with Emma  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbDliT5EN-w  

 

 

Please watch these YouTube presentations before you proceed to the next subsection 

of these notes (i.e. part 8., below). The third presentation offers a time plan that maps 

the three parts of the IELTS exam to the time limit imposed of one hour. 

 

 

8.  Topic discussion - further detail 

 

 

This section offers a discussion of the seven different reading skills that may be tested 

in the IELTS examination.  

 

You may find one example of a practice test for each of the 7 academic reading skills at 

this link. These resources are supported by IDP Australia, an official partner of IELTS. 

 

http://idpielts.me/prepare-ielts/free-ielts-practice-tests/  
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Selected exam preparation examples of academic reading exercises are also available 

at this link which is supported by The British Council, who is an official IELTS partner: 

 

http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/ielts-ukvi/what-ielts-ukvi/sample-test-questions  

 

 

 

1. Identifying information 

 

This skill requires you to correctly interpret details from text.   

 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/~/media/IELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/acreadingident
ifyinginformation.ashx  
 

 

The lecture notes this week explore in detail the “identifying information” section of the 

IELTS academic reading test. You may request support for assistance with other 

reading skills listed in subsections 2. to 7. on the school’s discussion forum at: 

http://chat.thefreeschool.education/forum131.html  

 

Instructions: 

 

i.  Open the link above (ielstessentials.com) 

 

ii. Read paragraphs A to H on pages 1 and 3 under the title “The Motor Car” 

 

iii.       Read the instructions on page 4. 

 

“Question 14 

 

Sample Passage 7 has eight paragraphs labelled A-H. 

Which paragraphs contains the following information? 

Write the correct letter A-H in boxes 14-19 on your answer sheet. 

NB You may use any letter more than once. 
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14 a comparison of past and present transportation methods”. 

 

Note: the bold, blue text and underline text format has been added by Jay to 

emphasize the text you must analyze. Please make sure that you refer to the 

original question so that you become comfortable at reading and analyzing 

official IELTS exam practice materials. 

 

The discussion in the three YouTube videos will aid you to answer this question. 

 

Refer to the text in the second to last sentence above, shown in bold blue font. 

 

This exercise is a test of your vocabulary. You should match the keywords shown 

in the sentence above to words, expressions and phrases that have synonymous 

meaning.     

            

Prior to commencing this exercise, you may wish to practice using the online 

thesaurus listed in section 4. You cannot use a thesaurus when you conduct an 

IELTS assessment under IELTS’s examination conditions. 

 

Key word 

Comparison:  This is a verb 

Past:   This is an adjective 

Present:  This is an adjective 

Transportation: This is a verb 

Methods:  This is an adjective  

 

iv. Match the verbs and adjectives found in the keywords against the 8  

paragraphs listed on pages 1 and 2. Next, select the paragraph that is the 

closest match with the sentence shown in question 14.  
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 v.  Repeat this process (steps i. to iv. above) for questions 15 to 19. 

 

Check your answers on page 5. 

 

The logic that justifies the answer for question 14 is explained on the discussion board 

at: http://chat.thefreeschool.education/forum136.html  

 

2. Identifying writer's views 

 

This skill requires you to be able to read a passage of text and confirm a writer’s opinion 

on a topic.  

 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/images/ielts-academic-reading-task-type-2-identifying-
information-and-task-type-3-identifying-writers-views-and-claims-activity.pdf  
 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/~/media/IELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/acreadingident
ifyingwritersviews.ashx  
 

 

3. Matching features 

 

This skill requires you to show your examiner that you understand positive and negative 

associations between textual discussion contained inside the reading passage and the 

questions asked in the assessment. 

 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/~/media/IELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/acreadingmatc
hingfeatures.ashx  
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4. Matching headings 

 

This skill requires you to identify the dominant theme that describes the meaning 

conveyed within a defined passage of text such as a paragraph. 

 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/~/media/IELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/acreadingmatc
hingheadings.ashx  
 

 

5. Multiple choice questions 

 

This skill requires you to select the correct answer among four options (a, b, c, d) or 

from a set of true/false/not given options.  

 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/~/media/IELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/acreadingmulti
plechoice.ashx  
 

 

6. Table completion 

 

This skill requires you to complete a table after reading an academic passage of text.  

 

https://www.ieltsessentials.com/global/~/media/IELTS/Global/Files/PDFs/acreadingtable
completion.ashx  
 

 

7. Diagram label completion 

 

This skill requires you to complete labels on a diagram based on your interpretation of 

an academic reading passage. The notes from week 2 provide a link to an official IELTS 

exam practice test for this skill. 
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The notes in this Acrobat document complement the notes provided in the link last week 

for this academic skill (diagram label completion). These notes provide instructions that 

aid the reader to answer the three questions. 

  

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/images/ielts-academic-reading-task-type-10-diagram-

label-completion-activity.pdf  

 

 

9.  Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes 

 

 

Please watch the YouTube presentations listed above. Watching these YouTube 

presentations is not optional. You need to watch these presentations in order to master 

the skills required to prepare for and take part in the IELTS academic reading 

assessments. 

 

 

Please also read the course materials listed in the other sections above. The readings 

in section 4 offer technical advice about how to approach academic reading assessment 

questions. 

 

 

10.  Discussion questions set by the tutor 

 

 

Please practice at least one question from the seven academic reading assessment 

types. 

 

If you struggle with any of these assessment types, you should post your experiences 

on the discussion board. Your tutor will aid you to work through the challenges that you 

currently experience with academic reading assessments. 
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11.  Discussion and questions put forward by participants. 

 

 

I look forward to reading your contributions on the discussion board at: 

 

http://chat.thefreeschool.education/forum131.html . 

 

 

Jay and Conny 


