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1. Welcome message. 
 
Welcome colleagues to teaching week 11: Academic referencing and English language           

skills. 

 
 
2. Miscellaneous announcements relevant to the course. 
 
None. 
 
 
3. Discuss questions asked by the cohort. 
 
These were answered inside the discussion forum for week 10. Please review these             

responses and check that you are up-to-date before you commence teaching week 11. 

 
 
 

http://thefreeschool.education/


4. List open-access scholarly material for the current week. 
 
Jericho, J. (2016), Academic referencing simplified. A brief introduction to four popular 

style guides: APA, Harvard, Chicago and MLA. 

<http://www.slideshare.net/thefreeschool/academic-referencing-simplified>. Accessed 

11 December 2016. 

 

There are multiple references included in the presentation shown in the bibliographic            

reference shown above. These sources include comprehensive academic referencing         

instructional websites managed by universities. An example is: 

 

University of Sydney (2016), Your guide to Harvard style referencing, 

<http://libguides.library.usyd.edu.au/c.php?g=508212&p=3476130>. Accessed 11 

December 2016. 

 

These presentations listed in the PowerPoint presentation authored by Jericho (2016)           

form part of the schedule of set readings for teaching week 11. 

 
 
5. Summarise the previous teaching week. 
 
Last week we examined topic 10 'Assessments and English language skills'. Andrea            

argued that the most popular types of assessments in Arts, Humanities and Social             

Sciences at post-secondary level are: 

 

i. Essays 

ii. Reports 

iii. Written examinations. 

 

Our discussion focused on group presentations, partially because we examined essays,           

reports and examinations in prior teaching weeks. 



 

Academic referencing is normally required for all types of assessments, including the            

four referred to in this sub-section. 

 
 
6. Introductory discussion to the topic. 
 
The notes inside The Free School Academic Referencing presentation comprise a part            

of this week's presentation. 

 

This discussion explains the reason why academic referencing is required. 

 

These notes also define the terms 'academic dishonesty' and 'plagiarism" and           

discusses the possible consequences that may arise when scholars are charged with            

academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is a specific type of academic dishonesty and is            

among one of the most serious forms. 

 
 
 
7. YouTube presentations to support the introduction. 
  
Please watch these YouTube presentations. 
 
i. Brief presentation 
 
How to reference your work. 
Westminster University 
 
https://youtu.be/jG0Rgwcw8k8 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/jG0Rgwcw8k8


ii. Detailed presentation 
 
Academic research and writing – Chapter 10 Referencing – Unit 2 Principles of 
referencing 
Prof. Dr. Christian Decker 
 
https://youtu.be/4nmK51kCQXA  
 
The second presentation is more suitable for graduate coursework and research 
students. 
 
 
 
8. Topic discussion - further detail. 
 
Academic referencing is a skill that post-secondary students and academic staff must            

be able to demonstrate that the meet minimum standards of competency. If they cannot              

do this, their work lacks academic integrity and has no authority among their peers. 

 

Many academic assessments afford a relatively small weight for academic referencing           

as a single skill. Most assessments at undergraduate level award a weight of around              

10% for academic referencing in the marking rubric. 

 

Poor academic referencing skills can cause a loss of marks in other parts of your               

assessment. When a scholar’s academic referencing skills are inadequate they are not            

engaging with conceptual theory correctly. Furthermore, they show a lack of awareness            

of the body of literature in which they are expected to engage. As a result, they may                 

lose credit in other parts of the assessment rubric. 

 

https://youtu.be/4nmK51kCQXA


Poor academic referencing is not limited to those who speak English as a Foreign              

Language (EFL). Those who speak English as a Foreign Language may struggle to use              

academic referencing for two main reasons. 

 

The first reason relates to the general difficulties that some EFL students student             

encounter when the study and apply principles of English for Academic Purposes            

(EAP). For example, an EFL speaker may struggle to understanding written and verbal             

instructions that they are exposed to when they enroll in a mandatory EAP ‘boot camp’               

during the first term of their post-secondary studies (Moody, 2007). 

 

The second explanation concerns socio-cultural variations between academic norms in          

different countries. What constitutes academic plagiarism in one country may not be            

considered academic dishonesty in another country (Maxwell et al ., 2008). In some            

countries, it is acceptable to insert the words and ideas of others into an academic               

assessment without referencing these sources. In some countries, the examiner          

regards this practice as evidence that the student is able to source and present ideas               

that are relevant to the assessment question. In countries such as Australia and             

Canada, the absence of a reference in most situations is considered to be a form of                

plagiarism. 

 
Maxwell, A. et al. (2008), Does culture influence understanding and perceived           
seriousness of plagiarism?, International Journal for Educational Integrity , 4(2), 25-40.          
<http://ojs.unisa.edu.au/index.php/IJEI/article/download/412/292>. Accessed 12   
December 2016. 
 
Moody, J. (2007). Plagiarism or intertextuality? Approaches to teaching EFL academic           
writing, The Asian EFL Journal , 9(2), 195-210,       
<http://asian-efl-journal.com/June_2007_EBook_editions.pdf#page=195>. Accessed 12   
December 2016. 



 
 
9. Connect the content taught in the current week to the assessments. 
 
It is not mandatory to upload a discussion thread for this topic or to include it in your                  

second assessment, the reflective journal. 

 

You are advised to include this topic if you are passionate about the content. You may                

also write about this topic if its inclusion will distinguish your application for: a              

professional position, a scholarship or admission into a program of study. 

 
 
10. Instructions for how to proceed after reading the instructor’s notes. 
 
Please watch the YouTube presentations listed above. If this does not appeal to you,              

then you may close the presentation. 

 

Please read the 30 page PowerPoint presentation above. Make a note of any             

vocabulary and phrases that you do not understand. Use the online dictionary and             

online thesaurus reference listed in the course resources notes to discover the meaning             

of these words. 

 

Read the first page of Moody (2007) and Maxwell et al. (2008). Also read the first page                 

of the list of references for both articles. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



11. Discussion questions set by the tutor. 
 
What academic referencing style does the tutor use in section 9 in the course notes               

above? 

 

What academic referencing style do Moody (2007) and Maxwell et al. (2008) use?             

Explain why you draw this conclusion. What academic source/s have you drawn on to              

reach this conclusion? 

 

The articles by Moody (2007) and Maxwell et al. (2008) are typical of the difficulty level                

of academic material used at post-secondary level in Degree level courses. To what             

extent are you able to comprehend the arguments put forward in these journal articles? 

 

Do you have a preference to use in-text referencing or footnote referencing? Explain             

why you have a preference or why you have no preference. 

 

 
12. Discussion and questions put forward by participants. 
 
I look forward to reading your contributions. 
 
 
Jay and Andrea 


