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Aim
This presentation aims to:

● Identify popular myths and misconceptions about free university 

education in Finland, Norway, Iceland and Germany;

● Summarize the status of tuition fees payable by international students 

who study at public and private universities in these four countries.



Background and context
There is much confusion in the public domain about which countries in the 

Scandinavian region provide free tuition for international university students.

As background, I refer to a statement attributed to Professor Jussii Välimaa on the 

conversation.com dated 17 February 2015: “only Finland, Norway, Iceland and 

Germany do not collect tuition fees from international students”.  

Statements that appear in other popular public spaces on the internet such as 

Quora.com and Reddit.com frequently question the validity of statements similar to 

this statment that has been attributed to Professor Välimaa, above.



Method 
This research project triangulates primary (20 samples) and secondary (14 samples) of 

data to draw inferences. No inconsistencies were found in this data set. The statement 

quoted on theconversation.com is clarified in this research document.

Primary data: university websites (13), government policy discussions (6) and a 

university admissions website (1).

Secondary data: Mainstream news articles published in the English language (10), 

non-government organisation websites (3) and a peer reviewed scholarly article (1). 

20 of these data sets were obtained from a prior study conducted by Jericho (2016).



SUMMARY BY NATION
Germany Free tuition at public universities for international students but not at 

private universities unless a scholarship is voluntarily offered. 

Finland As of August 2017, tuition fees are payable only by those who are not 
lawful permanent residents or citizens of Switzerland, the European Union 
or the European Economic Area who study a Bachelor or Master Degree in 
a language other than Swedish or Finnish.

Norway No tuition fees payable by international students at public universities. 
Private universities must charge international students the same fee as 
they charge citizens and permanent residents of Norway.

Iceland Free tuition at public universities for international students but not at 
private universities unless a scholarship is voluntarily offered. 



GERMANY
German universities offer free tuition for academic award study programs for all local 
and all international students. All local and international students must pay an annual 
fee to their host university to cover basic administration services and amenities. This 
fee averages around 250 euros per annum and is the same rate for local and 
international students. International applicants must be able to demonstrate that their 
non-German academic credentials are equivalent to those required of German citizen 
applicants. Most university courses are conducted in German. International applicants 
must demonstrate proficiency in this language if they are studying in German.

This conclusion is documented via a YouTube presentation dated  5 October 2016.

“Free Education in Germany” Author  - The Free School (Dr. Jay Jericho).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDKqQX4MV5g

This focus of this research project explores Finland, Norway and Iceland.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDKqQX4MV5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDKqQX4MV5g


ICELAND
Historically, education in Iceland has been free of tuition fees for all students, 
including international students, at all public universities. “Fees/student finance: 
There are no tuition fees at state run Icelandic institutions of higher education, only 
registration fees. Privately run colleges charge tuition fees.”  (Government of Iceland, 
1988b).

The current position, October 2016.

● Public universities may only charge an annual administration fee
● Public universities may not charge tuition fees for local or international students
● This restriction does not apply to private universities.

Higher education
“There are no tuition fees at the state universities (although there are registration 
fees), and student loans are available to cover living expenses and school materials.”   
(Government of Iceland, 2016a)

 



University of Iceland (public university)
Registration fees: University of Iceland (2016b)

Students at the University of Iceland do not pay tuition fees, only an annual registration fee, 
ISK 75,000. The fee needs to be paid by a specific due date, generally a month after 
reception of the acceptance letter. 

Registration for studies at the University of Iceland is confirmed upon 
payment of the registration fee. The registration fee is non-refundable.

International students: University of Iceland (2016a)

Registration fee The annual registration fee for the University of Iceland is ISK 75,000. 
Spring semester registration fee for new students is ISK 55,000. Language: In general, 
teaching at the University of Iceland is in the Icelandic language. Only a limited number of 
programmes (mainly postgraduate) are offered entirely in English. 



Reykjavik University

Reykjavik University (2016)

Iceland has three private universities. These Private universities can and do charge 

different fees for all foreign citizens. For example:



Reykjavik University (private university)
Amount of tuition fees and guarantee of fixed price

Tuition fees are determined by the University's budget for each year. Different 

programmes within the University have different rules regarding fee increases, as the 

subjects, course material, and price to run the programmes may differ. The fees that you 

will need to pay will be published before the first application deadline for the programme 

concerned.

Students who begin a degree programme, and continue the programme without 

interruption until completion, are guaranteed a fixed tuition rate. For further information, 

please see tuition fee list.

(Reykjavik University, 2016)

http://en.ru.is/media/veldu-flokk/RU_Tuition-Fees_2016-2017.pdf
http://en.ru.is/media/veldu-flokk/RU_Tuition-Fees_2016-2017.pdf


Ministry of Education, Government of Finland (2016)

Changes to be made to the University Act and the Polytechnics Acts. As of the beginning of 2016, 

Institutes of higher education may charge tuition fees from students coming from outside the European 

Union and the European Economic Area. The government presented parliament with its proposal on the 

matter last Thursday. According to the proposal, regulations would be added to the University Act and 

the Polytechnics Act regarding the charging of tuition fees to students from outside the European Union 

and the European Economic Area for programs conducted in a language other than Finnish which lead 

to either a bachelor's or master's qualification. The tuition fees would only be charged to those studying 

in a language other than Finnish. Foreign nationals studying in either Swedish or Finnish, however, will 

not face any fees. The size of the fee charged would have to be at least €1,500 per year. Higher education 

institutes would be able to set the fees themselves in such a way that the payments support the school's 

internationalisation strategy. 

Finnish Government



University Admissions, Finland (2016)

Fees and Financing

Is there an application fee?
Application fee is no longer collected when applying to higher education studies 
beginning after 1 August 2017.
Are there tuition fees?
Universities will start charging a tuition fee from Bachelor’s or Master’s level students 
studying in languages other than Finnish or Swedish. EU/EEA area and Swiss citizens 
are not subject to the charge.
Tuition fee will be charged for studies starting in August 2017 or later. The amount of 
the fee can vary between programmes and higher education institutions. Detailed 
information about tuition fees will be published on the universities’ webpages.

Finland: additional primary data



Finland: University of Helsinki
Tu-ition fees and schol-ar-ships

In Finland, annual tuition fees will be introduced to foreign-language Bachelor’s and 

Master’s programmes starting on August 1, 2017 or later. At the University of Helsinki, 

this in practice refers to Master’s programmes in English. Citizens of non-EU/EEA 

countries, who do not have a permanent residence status in the area, are liable to these 

fees. You can check this FAQ at the Studyinfo website whether or not you are required 

to pay tuition fees.

The fees range from 13 000 to 18 000 euros in programmes offered by the University 

of Helsinki.         (University of Helsinki, 2016)

https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/higher-education/higher-education-institutions-will-introduce-tuition-fees-in-autumn-2017/am-i-required-to-pay-tuition-fees/
https://studyinfo.fi/wp2/en/higher-education/higher-education-institutions-will-introduce-tuition-fees-in-autumn-2017/am-i-required-to-pay-tuition-fees/


Centre for International Mobility, Finland (2016)

Tuition fees

● currently, no tuition fees are charged in regular degree programmes - 

regardless of your nationality

● tuition fees, with related new scholarship options for non-EU/EEA students 

will however be introduced from autumn 2017 onwards.

Finland secondary data



Norwegian Government
Norwegian embassy in Saudi Arabia (2016)

Tuition
The majority of Norwegian universities and state university colleges are publicly 
funded and the Norwegian government considers access to higher education for all 
to be an important part of the Norwegian society. Thus, as a rule Norwegian state 
universities and university colleges do not charge tuition fees. This also applies to 
foreign students

Programmes and courses with tuition fees
Most private institutions have tuition fees for all their programmes and courses. But 
the fees are usually significantly lower than those of comparable studies in most 
other countries. Also, foreign students don't pay higher tuition fees than Norwegian 
students.



University of Oslo (2016)

How to finance your studies

The University of Oslo does not control any sources of student funding and cannot 
assist students financially.

Tuition Fees
Since the University of Oslo is a state university and therefore publicly funded, the 
students here do not pay tuition fees. Most students must pay a small semester 
registration fee of NOK 600 (approx. 70 euro). This fee gives you the benefit of the 
services of the Student welfare organisation (SiO). Erasmus, Nordplus, and most 
bilateral exchange students are exempt from paying the semester registration fee.

University of Oslo

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/semester-fee/
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/semester-fee/
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/semester-fee/


The Norwegian system of higher education comprises all the institutions and/or 

programmes that are accredited. With the exception of some private university 

colleges, all higher education institutions are state-run. In general, tuition is not 

required for study at Norwegian higher education institutions, although fees may be 

imposed for certain professional education programmes, further and special education 

programmes and studies at private institutions.

The Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education (2016a)

The Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education



Completing a university degree is often considered to be an expensive endeavour and tuition fees are 
usually making up the bulk part of the cost. The majority of Norwegian universities and state university 
colleges are publicly funded and the Norwegian government considers access to higher education for all 
to be an important part of the Norwegian society. Thus, as a rule Norwegian state universities and 
university colleges do not charge tuition fees. This also applies to foreign students, no matter which 
country you come from. However, you should take into consideration that living expenses in Norway are 
higher than in many other countries.

No tuition fees
Generally, students at state universities and university colleges do not pay tuition fees. This is true for 
all levels, including undergraduate studies, Masters programmes and Ph.D. programmes. However, 
students will have to pay a semester fee of NOK 300-600 each semester. In order to take an exam this 
fee will have to be paid in full. 

The Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education (2016b)

The Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation in Education
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Call for further research
The researcher calls for other scholars to explore the same objectives of this project 

and extend this analysis to all include all post-secondary education institutions such 

as vocational colleges and technical institutes. Those who aim to replicate this 

research project may choose to inspect official policy documents published in the 

Icelandic, Norwegian and Finnish languages. This extended analysis may strengthen 

the reliability and validity of the inferences drawn in this document. 

Jay Jericho B.Com Adel, Grad Cert Ed B.Ed (Prof Hons) Tas, M.Ec (Hons) D.Soc.Sc Syd

jay@thefreeschool.education
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