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Cole Countians to Preserve Fair and Impartial Courts Launches 
Effort to Adopt Nonpartisan Court Plan

With the endorsement of dozens of prominent Cole County citizens and the Cole County Bar 
Association, an effort to place the question on the ballot for Cole County to adopt a 
nonpartisan selection process for circuit judges known as the Nonpartisan Court Plan- often 
referred to as the Missouri plan- has begun.  Cole Countians to Preserve Fair and Impartial 
Courts will begin collecting approximately 4000 signatures needed for the measure to appear 
on the November 2016 ballot. 

“The Cole County Courthouse is NOT for sale,”  said Chip Robertson, former Missouri 
Supreme Court Judge and an honorary Co-Chair of the recently formed committee, Cole 
Countians to Preserve Fair and Impartial Courts.  “Now is the time for Cole Countians to send 
a message that politics do not belong in the courtroom and that we will not allow our 
courthouse to be sold to the highest bidder.”  

“Many counties in the state have adopted the Nonpartisan Court Plan- or Missouri Plan- to 
keep politics out of their courtrooms by using a merit based selection system that still allows 
the voters a say in the makeup of their local Judiciary,” said George Hartsfield, Treasurer of 
Cole Countians to Preserve Fair and Impartial Courts.  

Counties already using the Nonpartisan Court Plan include Greene, Clay, Platte, Jackson, St. 
Louis City and St. Louis County.  The Nonpartisan Plan is also the method used to select our 
Appellate and Supreme Court Judges.

“After the deplorable actions from an out-of-state political action committee in the 2014 
elections, it is critical that we move to the Nonpartisan Court Plan to protect our courthouse 
and our local judges from these attacks,” said Sharon Naught, honorary Co-Chair.
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Background:  In the November 2014 election Cole County was bombarded with large 
contributions (over $300,000) from a political group in Washington DC attacking a Judge who 
had served Cole County since 1994.  Fortunately, the voters of Cole County were too smart to 
be tricked by the political committee’s false attacks and they were unsuccessful.  The attempt 
from outsiders to influence our local judicial election outraged many in the community. “Cole 
County citizens can prevent another attack from outsiders by joining the Nonpartisan Court 
Plan- an option that has been used by some counties in Missouri for 75 years,” said Chip 
Robertson.  

The Nonpartisan Court Plan would remove much of the politics from the process by creating a 
commission of:  two citizens (non-lawyers), two Cole County lawyers, and the Presiding Judge 
of the Western District Court of Appeals.  This commission would accept applications, hold 
public interviews and ultimately choose a panel of three finalists from which the Governor 
makes the appointment.  The citizens of Cole County would then vote on whether or not to 
retain the person appointed.  Adopting the Nonpartisan Court Plan for Cole County would not 
negatively affect any of the Judges currently on the bench.  This would only be applied to new 
openings on the bench in the future and the current Judges would run for retention rather than 
in a partisan re-election.  There are many checks and balances in this process to ensure well 
qualified candidates are selected to serve and voters retain the final say with the retention 
vote. 
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