
Occupant 
Lars Thorstad 

• Place: Tranøy, Hamarøy, Norway. 
• Time: Old lighthouse keeper’s cottage 
on rocks of rugged islet in the Realm of 
Knut Hamsun, Norway, once classic 
Thule. Now small community of four 
houses, red and white lighthouse on 
island within sight of the magnificent 
Hamarøy mountains. 

 

Timeline  
1864 – 1986 
 

• Storm Moon: Of Nature; Sea 
• Season: Winter (Dark half of year) 
• Opposition room: The Treehouse 
Sanctuary (Water vs Air) 
• Daimonion: Odin 
• Oracle: Bag of Runestones 

Almanack  
Fifth Moon 

There has always been a need for a 
lighthouse along the Vestfjord to direct 
shipping towards the inner parts of the 
fjord in the direction of Tjelsund, Ofoten 
and Tysfjord. Lars Thorstad has been 
lightkeeper here for the past fifteen 
years, taking over from his uncle. In the 
next months the lighthouse is to be 
automated, ending Thorstad’s role. 

THE SECRET LIES WITHIN 

WATER 
• Sights: Previously the boating house for the lighthouse, this room 
is now remodelled into a contemporary bath and shower room. 
• Sounds: Lapping waters of a fjord, the stillness broken by owl 
calls and the haunting sounds of the gathering night . 
• Smells: The fresh lemon scents mixed with natural waters. 

- Top note: Diptyque Verveine room spray 
- Middle note: The White Company Verveine candle 
- Base note: The Nature Conservancy room fragrance TALLISTON 
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The Boathouse 
BATHROOM   |   WATER FJØSETVAR: THE LIGHTKEEPER’S HOUSE  
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Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

 

Highlights 

• THE BOATHOUSE DOOR 
Turn-of-the-century pine door made of 
British Columbian pine inset with glass 
panel made from old outhouse skylight. 
The hand-forged grille is inspired by a 
similar design seen in the Gothic 
Quarter of Barcelona. 
  

• THE BOAT HOUSE INTERIOR 
The room is decorated in greens and 
reds, with its marbled tiles and oak 
beams originally from a sailing vessel, 
complemented by a pair of wheelhouse 
wall lamps.  
 

• THE GLASS ROOF 
The glass and hardwood roof allows 
light to flood into this room, while for 
particularly bright days four pinoleum 
blinds can be drawn for shade. 
 

• THE TRANSOM WINDOW 
Framed by hops, this red and white 
arched window has strands of ivy etched 
into its glass. Upon the sill below stands 
a cold bronze sculpture of a barn owl by 
a local artist.  
 

• THE BATHROOM SUITE 
The contemporary suite is Italian 
inspired, with a generous bath, and wall 
hung toilet and basin. The Deluge 
thermostat-controlled shower sits behind 
tinted glass doors. The room is finished 
with white wooden bathroom fittings 
with panelled detail on each piece and a 
curtain adapted from sailcloth.  
 

• THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
Framed photographs crowd every wall 
of this small room, showing such diverse 
scenes as the Cambridge Boat Race, an 
Irishman with coracle and a vintage 
photograph of Cornelius Vanderbilt II 
steering his yacht.  
 
 

The Boat Collection 
Inspired by the coastal setting of the 
lightkeeper’s house, this room has been 
used to display a collection of boats and 
ships, including a single masted yacht, a 
wherry sailboat and a metal ship mounted 
on bogwood. 

Tranøy Fyrstasjon (Norwegian: Tranøy lighthouse station) stands 
outermost on the island of Hamarøy, facing the approach to the 
Vestfjord. A red-and white-painted lighthouse towers above a cluster of 
fisherman’s cabins and wharf houses, including the converted 
boathouse of Fjøsetvar (Norwegian; barn owl), now home to the 
lightkeeper.  

The Tranøy Light was first lit in 1864, when it was housed on the roof 
of what today is the old lighthouse keeper’s cottage. Tranøy, like all 
other lighthouses along the coast, was home to a lighthouse keeper and 
his family. They reared sheep, a pig and a cow and did a bit of fishing. 
These painted cabins (Norwegian; rorbus) are today popular with visitors 
to Hamsun’s Rike and have now been renovated and are used as 
accommodation. They normally have a living room, kitchen and 
sanitary facilities. 

Long before the Swedish, Finnish or even the Viking culture had 
developed, the Scandinavian peninsula was populated by the Sami. 
The oldest written source of knowledge on the Sami's is the Roman 
historian Tacitus' who describes fenni in a book from 98 AD. 

The story of the 

Lightkeeper’s House  
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