
Occupant 
Ilari Lazarev 

• Place: Kampong Phluk, Tonlé Sap, 
Cambodia. 
• Time: Bamboo spirit house built in 
ancient trees on the outskirts of 
Kampong Phluk, upon the flood plain of 
the Tonlé Sap Lake, Cambodia. This is 
now converted to a makeshift lodging for 
travellers exploring the temples of 
Angkor Wat and surrounding regions. 

The Treehouse Sanctuary 
ATTIC   |   AIR SAN PHRA PHUM 

 

Timeline  
1113 – 1965 
 

• Stag Moon: Of Beasts 
• Season: Summer (Light half of year) 
• Opposition room: The Boathouse (Air vs 
Water) 
• Daimonion: Buddha 
• Oracle: XXXXXXXX 

Almanack  
Twelfth Moon 

After hearing stories that visitors such as 
Charlie Chaplin and Jackie Kennedy 
had been lured to this exotic East Asian 
subcontinent, Lazarev left his home in 
Minsk to travel in search of the fabled 
Angkor Wat. After several weeks in 
Siem Reap, he is now touring the Tonlé 
Sap Lake region, with his current 
lodging in this converted spirit house.  

THE SECRET LIES WITHIN 

AIR 
• Sights: Climbing the rope ladder from the rooms below, you 
emerge into the light and colour of the bamboo-built spirit house. 
• Sounds: Bird calls rise above the wind through the leaves and the 
creaking of the wooden building. 
• Smells: The fragrance of the treetops and flowering jasmine. 

- Top note: White Company Flowers room fragrance 
- Middle note: Esteban Paris Sous Les Feuilles home fragrance 
- Base note: Tibetan and Cedarwood incense sticks TALLISTON 
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Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

 

Highlights 

• THE TRAPDOOR ENTRANCE 
Access to the sanctuary is via custom-
made rope ladder, through a Rajasthan 
Shekewati Jali window repurposed as an 
ornate hatch. Surrounding this stands a 
hardwood balustrade formed of Grecian 
columns, top railing and cleats. 
 

• THE BAMBOO TREEHOUSE 
Authentically designed and built, the 
treehouse is constructed from bamboo 
cane poles on a reclaimed teak base. The 
walls are bamboo slat and brushwood 
thatch screening, the rush roof and poles 
handtied to form a supporting grid. 
 

• THE TREE TRUNKS 
As Mreah Prew Phnom trees are hard to 
find in Europe, ours are solid chestnut. 
Sourced from local timber mill, they 
were chosen due to their longevity and 
ability to retain their bark after felling.  
 

• THE PULLEY SYSTEM 
Above the trapdoor a simple block and 
tackle pulley system has been built. 
Using an antique rice basket, this is the 
quickest and easiest way to pass food 
and belongings into the chamber. 
 

• EATING AND SLEEPING 
By day, the hexagonal bajot and Kauna-
phok rush cushions form a focal point to 
the room. By night, sets of Mughal Jal 
padded floor cushions and hand printed 
bedding provide comfortable sleeping 
upon the deep-pile Koliai tribal rug.  
 

• THE FLOCK OF BIRDS 
In our treetop abode, guests have 
brought many styles of birds. Look out 
for the coconut shell and bamboo 
vulture wind chime, hanging bird 
sculpture made from banana leaves, and 
silver-plated box in the shape of a quail.  
 
  

The Buddha 
This finely crafted Buddha is cut from 
sandstone by local craftsmen and stands 
as the central deity to the sanctuary 
building. Offering bowls, incense burners 
and symbols of peace and good luck 
adorn the three silk-covered tiers. 

Upon the flood plain of Cambodia’s Tonlé Sap Lake (Khmer; great lake) 
is Kampong Phluk (Khmer; harbour of the tusks), a floating village with 
rustic and colourful double-storied houses on stilts. Home to nearly 
500 families, Kampong Phluk’s homes rise to nearly six meters above 
the ground. Hewed from special wood, the colorfully painted hamlet, 
decorated with kitschy fake flowers sits in sharp contrast with the mud-
coloured, silt-heavy water flowing by. On the outskirts of the village, 
the House of the Spirits sits in an ancient Mreah Prew Phnom tree. 

Traditionally, spirit houses are shrines to the animist spirits. These 
structures, which can be found primarily in the Southeast Asian 
cultures of Cambodia, Laos and Thailand, are usually placed in an 
auspicious corner of the town or property, determined by a Brahmin 
priest. Votive offerings are left at the house to propitiate the spirits. 
More elaborate installations include an altar for this purpose. 

This particular spirit house is no longer used to house the village’s 
household gods, as a larger temple has now been built off the flood 
plain. Now this chamber is a comfortable extra room for travellers 
seeking lodging in the area. 

The story of 

The House of Spirits 

WWW.TALLISTON.COM 


