
College newspaper advisers who have tousled 
with their administrations over first amendment 
issues tend to have strong opinions about their 
experiences. 

Cheryl Reed, who was removed this year as 
adviser of Northern Michigan University’s North 
Wind said that she acted as an “advocate” for her 
students.  

“I think that you give students a lot of support 
and you are their advocate,” Reed said. “I acted 
as their advocate. I felt like that was my job and 
so I was constantly having to defend them to the 
administration and the administration didn’t like 
that. They wanted me to be on their [administra-
tion’s] side so to speak and convince the report-
ers not to be doing the stories they were doing 
and I felt like that was not my role. My role was to 
counsel the students, tell them what the law was, 
what the ethics were and let them go from there 
and I wasn’t going to stop them from reporting 
anything.” 

Jim Compton, removed this year as adviser to 
the Calumet, the Muscatine Community College 
(MCC) student newspaper in Muscatine, Iowa, 
made a similar comment. “My job was to advise 
the students.  If they discovered news they could 
explain was relevant to the campus, then my job 
was to make sure that they didn’t libel, that they 
interviewed or made strong and repeated at-
tempts to interview subjects of stories and sourc-
es, essentially that they followed good journalis-
tic practice and ethics.  My job was not to censor 
or abort stories because one or more people on 
campus would take it badly.” 

Rachel Kanigel advises the San Francisco State 
University newspaper and is also the President 

of the College Media Association (CMA).  Kan-
igel said, “I think some colleges and universities 
don’t understand that students have the same 
press rights as anyone else. I also think that some 
of them are afraid of student reporters reporting 
on things going on in the university or college 
that are not flattering to the institution. I think 
that there are a lot of schools out there that are 
afraid of the press because the press does reveal 
truth. The press does shine a light on problems 
at schools that administrators don’t always want 
revealed.” 

According to Frank LoMonte of the Student 
Press Law Center (SPLC), “If the college believes 
it is the newspaper’s job to make the school look 
good, then what you are saying is it is the citizen’s 
job to make the government look good and we 
don’t have a duty to make our government look 
good. That’s something you hear in North Korea. 
That’s something you would hear in China. We 
do not have a responsibility to say only favorable 
things about our government. It is not bad cit-
izenship to bring to light things that are wrong 
within a government agency.” 

Dann Gire had been fired as adviser of the 
Harbinger, the student newspaper of Harper Col-
lege in Palatine, Illinois, in 2006.  He had fought 
Harper administration’s attempt to contractually 
obligate newspaper staff to seek guidance from 
Student Activities staff regarding story content. 

Gire has strong views on journalism and what 
it provides for students. “The journalism pro-
gram is a terrific builder of character for mod-
el U.S citizens. People who use critical thinking 
skills to evaluate the things that are going on in 
their world and in their society are then taking 

those critical thinking skills to the public and ex-
plaining how things are working.” 

Often, the students and their teachers who 
disagree with the treatment they are receiving 
from the administration are being told that what 
they are doing is wrong, that they should not be 
putting their campus in a negative light, especial-
ly since the college is responsible for all of their 
resources. Because of this, students should not 
exercise their first amendment right. 

However, because public institutions rely on 
government funding, the administration of these 
colleges are essentially agents of the government, 
and are responsible for protecting the rights of 
the students, not violating them. 

“The hand that is feeding college newspapers 
is the government and citizens are supposed to 
be able to criticize the government. That’s why we 
have a first amendment. The ‘don’t bite the hand 
that feeds you’ might be a fine slogan if you are 
working in a corporation, but not when you’re 
dealing with a government agency. Citizens have 
to have the freedom to criticize the workings of 
government agencies and colleges need to have a 
thicker skin for criticism,” LoMonte said. 

As to how college administrations should act 
to protect and honor the rights of students and 
advisers, LoMonte takes a clear stance. “The 
rights of your students and your employees have 
to come first. These are not inconveniences… 
It’s like the law of gravity. You just have to accept 
that as a given that it exists. You don’t get to work 
around that. You have to accept that freedom of 
speech exists and freedom of the press exists and 
any other decision that you make has to accom-
modate around that.” 
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[Disclosure: Tarsa Weikert worked as a dietary aid at All-Amer-
ican Care prior to writing this article. She was let go when the 
company became aware of her intention to interview patients and 
write this article]. 

US News & World Report gave the Muscatine nursing home, 
All-American Care Center, two stars out of five in the “Health Rankings 
and Advice” section of its website. 

Under the category “Health Inspections,” All-American Care Center 
received one star out of five. The Nursing Staff was given four stars out 
of five and Quality Measures has been given two stars out of five. These 
ratings, including summaries of health inspection reports, can be viewed 
online on the magazine’s website, www.health.usnews.com. 

Many of the troubles the Muscatine facility has experienced can be 
summarized on The US News & World Report page.  For example, the 
Health Inspections category includes inspection results from March 8, 
2012, May 1, 2013, and July 10, 2014.  Among other repeated offenses, 
stated under each inspection date is “Nursing home failed to: have a pro-
gram that investigates, controls and keeps infection from spreading,” and 
“Nursing home failed to: store, cook, and serve food in a safe and clean 
way.”  

Each incident was shown to have been “fixed” between two weeks and 
a month after dates of inspection, but each incident then reappears in the 
following inspection report. 

The owner of this institution, Jerry Rhoads, is also the owner of 
All-American Restorative Care of Washington, Iowa, which, according to 
a May 16 Des Moines Register article, has been placed upon the federal 
government's “list of the nation's most troubled care facilities.” 

The Spotlight attempted to interview residents and management re-
garding the report, but was informed by the receptionist of a policy that 
supposedly stated that a reporter needs permission in order to interview a 
resident. The facility did not provide documentation of the policy. 

The receptionist stated, "I am not going to give you permission to come 
in and do an interview or take pictures or anything of that nature unless 
you get permission from administration. I am not going to give you that 
permission." 

After calling back in an attempt to contact administration the re-
ceptionist that answered disconnected the call without putting the call 
through to management.  

David Werning is a spokesperson for the Iowa Department of Inspec-
tions and Appeals. According to Werning, although a private facility can, 
for the most part, deny or allow whomever they wish access to the care 
facility, “they cannot restrict a resident’s right to talk to anybody." 

Due to access I had while working as a dietary aid at All-American Care 
Center, a resident had previously agreed to interview, but could no longer 
be reached. 

"If the resident wants to talk to you and has agreed to talk to you they  
[nursing home management] should not prohibit that communication," 
Werning said. "They can't monitor the residents’ speech or opinion." 

In regards to the difficulties faced in trying to find out the policy and 
contacting administration Werning said, "Without some grounds they 
cannot be doing that."  

Currently both the Washington and Muscatine All-American Care res-
idencies are undergoing management changes.  Jerry Rhoads has recently 
filed for bankruptcy for both care facilities. 

All-American Care scores low on report card
By Tarsa Weikert 
Stass Writer 


