
12 June 2015  

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF INTEREST  

PROJECT TO BE INITIATED IN 2015  

 

Project Title: Administrative History of the Midwest Archeological Center, National Park 

Service  

 

Responses to this Request for Statements of Interest will be used to identify potential researchers 

for a project to be funded by the Midwest Archeological Center of the National Park Service. 

The Center anticipates approximately $30,000 available to support this project during the first 

year, with additional funds as available in following years, for a maximum total of approximately 

$80,000 over up to three years.  

 

Background:  

The Midwest Archeological Center is a unit of the National Park Service located in Lincoln, 

Nebraska. The property and personnel of the Center were transferred to the NPS in 1969 from 

the Smithsonian Institution’s River Basin Surveys program. Since that time, Center personnel 

have provided technical expertise and support to parks and programs of the National Park 

Service and other agencies, in response to planning, management, and research needs.  The 

Center manages archeological collections from 70 different National Park Service units, 

including approximately 2.2 million artifacts and related project archives from nearly 1700 

archeological field projects.  The Center is currently seeking a research partner to develop an 

Administrative History, in order to record and preserve the history of operations of this unit. 

 

Type of Award: 

The Center is seeking an Historian, Archeologist, or researcher in a closely related field through 

the CESU system.  Article IB of the master agreement states the objectives of the CESU are to: 

provide research, technical assistance and education to federal land management, environmental 

and research agencies, and their potential partners; develop a program of research, technical 

assistance, and education that involves the biological, physical, and social sciences needed to 

address resource issues and interdisciplinary problem-solving at multiple scales and in an 

ecosystem context at the local, regional, and national level; and place special emphasis on the 

working collaboration among federal agencies and universities and their related partner 

institutions.  

 

In accordance with section 6305 – Using cooperative agreements of the Federal Grant and 

Cooperative Agreements Act of 1977 (31 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq.), all CESU projects must carry 

out a public purpose of support or stimulation, instead of acquiring goods or services for the 

exclusive direct benefit of the United States Government.  

 



In accordance with section 6305 – Using cooperative agreements of the Federal Grant and 

Cooperative Agreements Act of 1977 (31 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq.), substantial involvement is 

expected between the federal partner and the nonfederal partner when carrying out the activities 

specified in the project agreement. The exact nature of the government’s involvement will be 

defined in the statement of objectives, issued with a request for full proposal.  

 

 As a result, it is anticipated that a cooperative agreement through the CESU program will be 

awarded. Such awards may be administered through a CESU only upon mutual agreement and 

official authorization by both parties of the acceptance of the application of the CESU Network 

IDC rate (17.5%).  

 

Note: Must be a non-federal partner in a CESU Unit to be qualified for consideration.  

 

Brief Description of Anticipated Work:  

NPS administrative histories look at the history of federal parks and the National Park Service as 

public programs and as a public trust. They analyze individual parks and their establishment and 

administration, as well as NPS programs and policies.  A Guide to NPS Administrative Histories 

provides detailed information on the purpose and description of information to include in an 

administrative history and should be consulted for further information.  This guide may be found 

online, at http://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/hisnps/NPSHistory/adminhistory.htm. 

The administrative history of the Midwest Archeological Center should, at a minimum, 

document the conditions surrounding the establishment of the Center and place its evolution 

since then in context.  This should include: 

 

1) A brief statement describing the Center, its location, primary resources, values, purpose, 

and significance. 

2) A description of conditions preceding the establishment of the Center, and discussion of 

the movement leading to its establishment. Thiessen (1999) provides an excellent 

baseline for this section. See http://www.nps.gov/mwac/publications/spec.html to 

download this report. 

3) A discussion of the major activities and events key to the evolution of the Center, 

including those that influenced the current structure of the Center and its programs.  This 

should include consideration of changes in geographical areas, parks, and external 

programs with which the Center is involved. 

4) Significant contributions to the field of archeology. 

5) Key maps and photographs that contribute to the story. 

6) Appendices containing copies of important legislation, executive orders, cooperative 

agreements, personnel rosters, and other documents and data valuable for management 

reference. Although appendices are not imperative, they greatly enhance the value of the 

administrative history as a management tool and are highly recommended. 



7) A bibliography that directs interested readers to additional sources. 

8) An index, for easy cross-referencing, is desirable. 

 

Final products should include, but are not limited to: 

1) Written report. 

2) Article suitable for scholarly publications such as American Antiquity or the SAA 

Archeological Record. 

3) Public interest article suitable for Park Science or Archaeology Magazine. 

 

Researchers should prioritize the use of primary sources, including archives available at the 

Center and other federal repositories, as well as oral history interviews with current and former 

NPS staff.  

 

Period of Performance:  

The base year of agreement will extend one year from award but may be extended as needed.  

 

Materials Requested for Statement of Interest/Qualifications:  

Please provide the following via email attachment to: robert_bryson@nps.gov  

(Maximum length: 2 pages, single-spaced 12 pt. font).  

1. Name, Organization, Cage Code, Duns number, and Contact Information  

2.   Brief Statement of Qualifications (including):  

a. Biographical Sketch,  

b. Relevant past projects and clients with brief descriptions of these projects,  

c. Staff, faculty or students available to work on this project and their areas of expertise,  

d. Any brief description of capabilities necessary to successfully complete the project you 

may wish to add (e.g., access to archives, libraries, experience recording oral histories, 

etc.).  

Note: A full study proposal and proposed budget are NOT requested at this time.  

 

Review of Statements Received: All statements of interest received will be evaluated by a 

board comprised of one or more people at the Midwest Archeological Center, who will 

determine which statement(s) best meet the program objectives. Based on a review of the 

Statements of Interest received, an investigator or investigators will be invited to prepare a full 

study proposal. Statements will be evaluated based on the investigator’s specific experience and 

capabilities in areas related to the study requirements.  

 

Please send responses or direct questions to: Bob Bryson, Center Manager 

Email:  Robert_bryson@nps.gov 

Office:  402-437-5392 x 107 

Fax:  403-437-5098 



Timeline for Review of Statements of Interest: The Request for Statements of Interest is required 

to be out for a minimum of 10 working days. The review of Statements of Interest will begin 

July 6, 2015 and continue until a suitable candidate is selected. 

 

  


