
National Park Service 

Intermountain Region 

Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument, Fritch TX 

 

Letter of Research Interest (LOI) 

 

Project Title: Alibates Flint Quarries Ethnographic Overview/ Traditional Use Study 

Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument, Fritch, TX, proposes to conduct an Ethnographic Overview / 
Traditional Use Study (TUS).  The principal investigator (PI) will identify and document ethnographic 
resources and places used by members of traditional communities that have historical or cultural 
association with ALFL. An ethnographic resource is defined as any natural or cultural resource, 
landscape, or natural feature linked by a subject ethnic community to the traditional practices, values, 
beliefs, history and/or ethnic identity of that community.  This TUS will document traditional, historic, 
and on-going community use of, natural and/or cultural resources and places of cultural significance (i.e. 
specific locations, plant/mineral/animal species, specific cultural resource sites, etc.) within ALFL. A TUS 
is collaborative by design, and the participating tribes and other distinct cultural communities will have a 
significant role in all aspects of the project. This project will provide information to work more directly 
and effectively with traditionally associated and distinct cultural communities, and to provide 
information for park planning, interpretation, and resource management. 
 

 

Project Objectives: 

 

It is the purpose of the solicited research to provide an inventory of ethnographic resources within a 

defined study area as they are reflected in existing records.  The study also requires site visits and/or 

interviews with representatives of selected associated cultural communities.  Information resulting from 

this effort will form baseline documentation that will be used by park personnel to 1) design culturally 

sensitive interpretation programs and materials; 2) to sensitively respond to requests by tribal members 

for the use of park places or resources; and 3) for park planning activities that fully consider impacts to 

these resources that may result from proposed NPS actions. This project will review and summarize 

existing ethnographic sources and data.  It also provides a professional assessment or evaluation of 

these materials to identify data gaps relative to NPS information needs.  In short, the solicited study 

constitutes a synthesis of both available information and new information (through interviews) 

concerning traditional uses of ethnographic resources by park associated groups.  

 

Project components include: 

1) The legal, historic, and cultural (traditional) basis for a subject communities’ access to 
the resources within or near the park (e.g., a summary of existing treaties, the park’s enabling 
legislation, existing cooperative agreements, special use permits, other legislation, etc.); 
 



2)  An analysis of the links between the pre-historic record and the more recent historic 
uses of the parks’ places and resources by contemporary peoples; 
 
3)  Information on subject communities willing to participate including:  Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma, Caddo Indian Tribe of Oklahoma, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma, Delaware Nation, Fort Sill Apache Tribe, Jicarilla Apache, Kiowa 
Tribe, Mescalero Apache, Kiowa Tribe, Mescalero Apache and Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma.  
 
4)  Narrative descriptions of previous ethnographic and historic descriptions of American 
Indian use of places or areas within or surrounding the park units, and the cultural significance 
of natural resources and physical environmental features (e.g. animals, plants,  minerals, 
springs, shrines and other sacred locations, etc.); 
 
5)  Narrative descriptions of contemporary use of resources, if known, including location, 
frequency of use, nature of use (e.g. traditional, ceremonial, religious, subsistence, etc.), size of 
harvest (if appropriate). Some attention should be given to integrating existing archeological 
information with the ethnographic and historic record to provide an understanding of the 
continuity of use; 
 
6) An identification of places or landscapes within or surrounding the park unit that may be 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 
7) An identification of educational or interpretive themes focusing on the Apache Tribe of 
Oklahoma, Caddo Indian Tribe of Oklahoma, Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma, Delaware Nation, Fort Sill Apache Tribe, Jicarilla Apache, Kiowa 
Tribe, Mescalero Apache, Kiowa Tribe, Mescalero Apache and Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma, or 
other American Indian/cultural community associations with, and use of park places and 
resources;  

8)  A current bibliography that meets management needs for ethnographic information on 
the monument and its associated cultural communities; 
 
9)  A record of consultations and interviews with Native American, and other cultural 
communities, whose life-ways and cultural practices may be affected by park management plans 
and actions, including Federal Register nominations of ethnographic resources; 
 
10)  An executive summary of the findings of the study, and a PowerPoint presentation of 
the summary of findings for public education and management use; 
 
11)  Recommendations for further studies as indicated by identified gaps in the ethnographic 
data. 

 

Responses to this LOI should identify the specific capabilities within the university that will allow them 

to address the needs of the project, including identification of the relevant departments, faculty, 

students, and resources that will be involved in the project. Response to this LOI should also outline 

their approach to the project. 



 

Researcher Requirements: 

The research will be directed and overseen by a Principal Investigator (PI). The PI should be an applied 

cultural anthropologist with a Ph.D. in cultural anthropology, or with demonstrable and comparable 

research experience, evidenced by a publication record demonstrating a professional level of research, 

analysis, and report preparation. It is expected that this record will reflect an understanding and ability 

to apply ethnographic and cultural anthropology research methods. The researcher must demonstrate 

significant involvement in the research, writing, and the timely completion of ethnographic research. 

Project Funding: 

Funds Available Project funds available are approximately $70,000 per year for two fiscal years. The 

actual amount of funding for the second fiscal year is contingent on future appropriations. The funding 

includes the CESU overhead rate of 17.5 percent. The project will be funded by the National Park 

Service. Only universities within the CESU network are eligible to apply. 

Letters of Interest: 

Letters of Interest Letters of Interest (LOI) should be sent to the address located in the “contact” section. 

The LOI should describe your research interest(s) in the projects, past projects that are similar in topic 

and/or form, and any relevant experience in completing ethnographic projects, along with a copy of a 

resume or vita for the Principal Investigator. Please include your name, affiliated organization(s), and 

contact information. Please try and limit LOI’s to 2 pages.  LOIs should be sent to Karen Wurzburger 

(Karen_wurzburger@nps.gov) by Friday, May 8, 2015. Additional questions can be answered by 

contacting Karen Wurzburger Acting Director, Office of Indian Affairs and American Culture/Regional 

Cultural Anthropology Program Manager, Intermountain Region, National Park Service (303-969-2145). 
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