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1 • Welcome & Table of Contents

Carrying on the Farmers Union Tradition — 86th Annual State Convention!

Wisconsin Farmers Union was founded in 1930 with the idea that farmers cooperating 
together could accomplish more than farmers on their own. In the organization’s early 
years, Wisconsin Farmers Union members fought for fair prices during the tough times 
of the 1930s and 1940s. They also worked together to bring electrification to their rural 
towns. In the late 1940s, members volunteered their time to clear the land and build 
the lodge on what would become Wisconsin Farmers Union’s Kamp Kenwood, a youth 
camp focused on leadership and cooperation along the shores of Lake Wissota near 
Chippewa Falls. 

Today, we’re proud to continue along the path forged by the founding members 
of Wisconsin Farmers Union — together, Farmers Union members from across Wisconsin are speaking up on 
broadband access, concentration in agricultural sectors, fair prices, conservation, funding for rural schools 
and more. 

And we’re pleased to carry on the longstanding tradition of reasoning together at what will be our 86th Annual 
State Convention. On Jan. 27-29, farmers from a variety of different backgrounds and types of farms will meet 
in Wisconsin Dells. We hope you’ll join us! We’ll have the chance to visit with friends and network with farmers 
and rural advocates from throughout the state. 

On Saturday you’ll hear from National Farmers Union President Roger Johnson. We’ll also enjoy a special panel 
celebrating our rural values. We have some fantastic presenters this year who will get you thinking. We’ll honor 
long-time members and legislators for efforts they’ve made to support Wisconsin’s family farmers and will also 
enjoy the historic Torchbearer Ceremony. And, of course, we’ll get to the task of setting the policies that we’ll 
take to our state and federal lawmakers and to the National Farmers Union Convention March 5-8 in San Diego, 
California. 

We hope to see you there! 

Darin Von Ruden 
President, Wisconsin Farmers Union



 
 
Friday, January 27th
11am Preconvention registration open (Ballroom Lobby)

Noon-4:45pm Groundswell Workshop (Upper Dells Ballroom)

4:30-7:30pm Convention Registration (Ballroom Lobby)

6:00-9:00pm WFU Foundation Fundraiser (Grand Ballroom)

Saturday, January 28th
7:30am-6:00pm Silent auction open (I)

7:30am Registration opens (Grand Ballroom Lobby)

Resolutions Committee meeting (H)

8:15am Credentials Committee meeting (Grand Ballroom)

9:00am Official Convention Opening (Grand Ballroom)

• Announcements: Tom Quinn
• Welcome: Darin Von Ruden
• Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance
• Special Welcome: DATCP Sec. Ben Brancel
• Rules Report: Craig Myhre
• Credentials Report: Ed Gorell
• Treasurer’s Report: Mark Liebaert
• FUI Report: Duane Anderson
• President’s Address: Darin Von Ruden

10:20am Break & Exhibits (I)
10:55am Workshops

• A Look at the Next Farm Bill (Upper Dells)
• Searching for Sustainability Documentary (E)

• The Kitchen Sink of Cover Crops (F)

• Protecting Our Groundwater (H)

12:15pm Awards Luncheon & Program (Grand Ballroom)
• Invocation
• Fly-In Report
• FUE Leaders Report: Craig & Vicki Dunnum
• Panel: Finding Our Common Values 

Moderator: WFU Board Member Chris Holman
Featuring: 
Brad Goplin, Goplin Homestead Farm, Osseo
Mike Racette & Patty Wright, CSA, Prairie Farm
Michael & Nancy Slattery, grain farm, Maribel
Jiim & Lisa Soyring, cattle ranch, Maple
Tara Turner, Turner’s Fresh Market, Waupaca

• Friend of the Family Farmer Awards
• Membership Awards

2:15pm Workshops
• Canada’s Supply Management (Upper Dells)
• Corporate Consolidation (E)
• Adding Livestock to Your Farm (F)
• Grow Your Chapter (H)

3:30pm Break & Exhibits (I)
3:45pm Bylaws Report & Policy Discussion (A-D)
4:15pm Caucus for NFU Convention delegate and 

district directors (A-D)
4:45pm Break  
5:00pm Social Hour (I)
6:00pm Silent Auction & Exhibits Close (I)
6:00pm Convention Banquet (Grand Ballroom)

• Invocation: Craig & Vicki Dunnum
• Keynote: NFU President Roger Johnson
• Builders Awards
• Torchbearer Ceremony

9:00pm Candidate Reception (Ballroom Lobby)

Sunday, January 29th
7:00am Delegate voting open until 8:30am (A-D)
7:45am Reflections on the Vocation of the 

Agricultural Leader (Grand Ballroom)
8:45am Breakfast (Grand Ballroom)

Exhibits Open (I)
9:20am Policy & Resolutions Discussion (A-D)
10:45am Break & Exhibits (I)
11:00am Policy & Resolutions Discussion cont. (A-D)
Noon Lunch (Grand Ballroom)
1:00pm Policy Wrap-up (If needed) 

Election results & final announcements
2:00pm Adjournment

* Youth Zone/Child Care open 9am-5pm Saturday and 
9am-noon Sunday in Laguna. Youth Co-op Convention 

runs 9am-2pm Saturday and 9am-noon Sunday in 
Sierra Vista. (All youth rooms are on the upper level.) 

Please note this is a tentative agenda. Subject to change.
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3 • Pre-Convention Workshop & Fundraiser 

Pre-Convention Workshop
Friday, Jan. 27, noon to 4:30pm (Upper Dells Ballroom) 
How can we work together to ensure a vibrant future for our farms and small towns? 
WFU invites you to explore the new ideas and challenges that are shaping the future 
of agriculture and rural life, and share hands-on ideas for how we can build Farmers 
Union as an effective voice for the kind of change we want. 

$65 for nonmembers  (includes 1-year membership) • $35 for members.  
Scholarships may be available through your local Farmers Union chapter! 

Groundswell: Building the Future of Farmers Union

AGENDA
12-1pm  —  Luncheon & Keynote 
• Rural America — Where Are We Headed? 
Doug O’Brien, National Cooperative Business Assoc.

1:15-2:30pm  —  Choice of workshop
1) Telling Our Story — The Power of  
Relationships to Change the World
Dan Grandone, Wisconsin Leadership Development 
2) Building a Cooperative Economy — Can  
Co-ops Be a Key to Rural Economic Renewal?
Doug O’Brien, National Cooperative Business Assoc.

2:45-4pm  —  Group Discussion
• Rural Voices in Wisconsin Politics 

4-4:30pm  —  Wrap-up w/ Sarah Lloyd, WFU

LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Doug O’Brien
Exec. Vice President, Programs
National Cooperative Business Assoc. 

At the National Cooperative Busi-
ness Association, O’Brien works with 
the cooperative community, both 
domestically and internationally, to 
deepen its impact on individuals and 
communities. Previously, he led the work of the White 
House Rural Council and served in top positions at 
USDA Rural Development. O’Brien addressed the 
2016 National Farmers Union Fly-In participants in 
Washington, D.C., sharing an inspirational but down-
to-earth message on where rural America is headed 
— and how we can be a part of shaping its future.

WANTED: 
Donations for 
the WFU State 

Convention 
Silent & Live 

Auctions

Contact Amanda 
for details:

715-723-5561
akollwitz@wisconsin 
farmersunion.com
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Panel:  Celebrating Our Farmers Union Values 
Saturday, 1pm 
Moderated by WFU Board Member Chris Holman

With a convention theme this year of Cultivating Rural Values, 
we’re celebrating common values that bring together a diverse 
representation of farmers under the Big Tent of Farmers Union. 
This panel will explore this diversity of Farmers Union, our shared 
values, and the farms we represent. We hope the discussion 
encourages deliberative dialogue and inspires you to get to know 
more fellow Farmers Union members throughout the weekend! 
Featured panelists include: 

Brad Goplin • Goplin Homestead Farm, Osseo, WI
Brad Goplin is the sixth generation in his family to farm the Huskelhus 
Valley. He runs a 60-cow dairy on the farm he runs with his father, Eric, 
and uncle, Paul. Brad has been active in the Jackson-Trempealeau 
County Farmers Union and in 2015 attended the National Farmers 
Union Fly-In.

Mike Racette & Patty Wright • Spring Hill Community Farm,  
Prairie Farm, WI
Spring Hill Community Farm began in 1992 when Mike Racette and 
Patty Wright met with a small group of people interested in the idea 
of community supported agriculture. Today the farm provides 
fresh vegetables for 200 households, including many in the Twin 
Cities. 

Michael & Nancy Slattery • Slattery Family Farm, Maribel, WI 
Michael Slattery and his wife, Nancy, grow soybeans and other field 
crops on their Manitowoc County farm. Michael joined Farmers Union 
later in life and became an active leader, serving for a time on the 
WFU Board of Directors. He credits Farmers Union for encouraging 
rural folks to become civically engaged.

Lisa Soyring • Soyring Family Farm, Maple, WI
Lisa Soyring farms in Douglas County with her husband, Jim, and 
their four children. Their 920-acre farm is home to a 200-head herd of 
beef cattle. The family also rents an additional 400 crop acres. They 
are members of the Amnicon-Douglas Farmers Union chapter and 
are actively involved with their community. The Soyrings are past FUE 
Leadership Program participants and have taken part in the National 
Farmers Union Fly-In to Washington, D.C.

Tara Turner • Turner Fresh Farms, Waupca, WI 
Tara Turner is head of the Wisconsin Food Hub Cooperative and also 
runs Turners Fresh Market, which has been in her family since 1963. 
The Turners grow a wide variety of vegetables and market them 
directly in the Waupaca Chain-of-Lakes region and via on-farm sales. 



Saturday, 10:55am-12:15pm 
THE NEXT FARM BILL  (Upper Dells)
As Congress prepares for the next Farm Bill, what key pieces will Farmers Union be lobbying 
for? How can you be a part of the effort to make sure the 2018 Farm Bill is shaped with 
America’s farmers and ranchers in mind? Hear from National Farmers Union President Roger 
Johnson, who oversees the farm organization’s efforts on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C..

Roger Johnson • National Farmers Union • www.nfu.org
National Farmers Union’s 14th president and a third-generation family farmer from Turtle Lake, 
N.D., Roger grew up in Farmers Union, participating in the organization’s youth programs. He 
served as a county president and chairman of the board of a local Farmers Union cooperative. Prior to leading the 
organization, Johnson served as North Dakota Ag Commissioner.

SEARCHING FOR SUSTAINABILITY: NEW DOCUMENTARY FILM  (Room E)
Join filmmaker Dan Bertalan for an inside look at the recent documentary Searching for Sustainability. Funded in part 
by Wisconsin Farmers Union Foundation, the film is an unprecedented educational initiative that aims to empower 
people to think critically for themselves about how sustainability affects their environment and lives. Explore con-
nections between food production and sustainable land and water stewardship. Learn how your local Farmers Union 
chapter can get involved in sharing the message of Searching for Sustainability!

Dan Bertalan • Searching for Sustainability • www.landandlives.org
As a multiple Emmy-winning science education and documentary filmmaker, Dan is driven 
by a passion to make the world a better place for all species by crafting broadcast media and 
classroom materials that empower the public and our next generation to think critically about 
their role to shape the future of planet earth. Dan has produced over 100 productions about 
science, nature, and environmental issues that have touched millions across the country. He’s 
now dedicated to telling the compelling story of Wisconsin’s search for sustainability.

THE KITCHEN SINK OF COVER CROPS  (Room F)
This workshop will examine all things related to cover crops, from big picture issues like sustainability requirements in 
commodity supply chains to growing demand from many sides for farmers to address water quality concerns. We will 
also discuss the important details of managing cover crops, from selection to management to equipment. This 
workshop will inform you of important trends too big to ignore, equip you with on-farm techniques to have success 
implementing cover crops, and educate you about strategies and opportunities to work with others to develop local 
cover crop projects to address water quality concerns. 

Ryan Stockwell • National Wildlife Federation • stockwellr@nwf.org
As the Senior Agriculture Program Manager for the National Wildlife Federation, Dr. Ryan Stockwell 
leads the cover crops program including policy development, research coordination and farmer 
champion communication training. In his spare time he farms near Medford and serves on the 
North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Administrative Council and as a 
board member for the Midwest Cover Crops Council. 

THE FARMER’S ROLE IN PROTECTING GROUNDWATER  (Room H)
What role can county boards play in protecting their region’s natural resources and how can local leaders and 
farmers be a part of the conversation about groundwater quality and quantity? Hear real-life examples of how 
local and county boards are stepping up to protect water resources. Stay tuned for more details on this session! 
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Saturday, 2:15-3:15pm
CANADA’S  SUPPLY MANAGEMENT: Perspectives from Our Neighbors to the North  (Upper Dells)
This workshop will be a rare opportunity to hear a different perspective on Canada’s dairy system -- the view from north of the 
border.  How does the Canadian quota system affect farm profitability and the viability of family farming?  What is the impact 
on consumer prices?  How do beginning farmers in Canada gain access to the market?  And how will trade deals such as the 
TPP impact Canada’s dairy industry?  Learn the answers to all of these questions and more in this enlightening session.

Bruce Muirhead • University of Waterloo • muirhead@uwaterloo.ca
Muirhead is a Professor of History and the Associate Vice President, External Research at the University of 
Waterloo in Ontario. His recent work has focused on the evolution of Canadian agricultural policy, 
especially dairy and egg supply management. Muirhead is currently researching issues surrounding 
relevance and usefulness of supply management, in particular international comparison of dairy and egg 
industry models from Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States.

TURNING THE TIDE OF CORPORATE CONSOLIDATION (Room E)
Farmers nationwide are watching with dismay the latest round of mergers in the agricultural sector (Dow and DuPont, Bayer 
and Monsanto, ChemChina and Syngenta, to name a few) and observing growing consolidation in livestock, grain, and other 
commodity markets. How do these ever-larger mergers pass muster with antitrust regulators? Professor Carstensen will give an 
overview of the U.S. antitrust regulatory framework and share how the system could be strengthened to ensure fair competition. 

Peter Carstensen • UW-Madison • peter.carstensen@wisc.edu
Carstensen is a graduate of the UW, and received his law degree and a master’s degree in economics from 
Yale University. From 1968 to 1973, he was an attorney at the Antitrust Division of the U.S. Department of 
Justice, where he focused on relating competition policy and law to regulated industries. He has been a 
member of the UW Law School faculty since 1973 and is an American Antitrust Institute Senior Fellow. His 
studies have focused on antitrust law and competition policy issues. 

ADDING LIVESTOCK TO YOUR FARM  (Room F)
Have you thought of adding a small-scale livestock enterprise to your farm but aren’t sure where to start? Come see if keeping 
livestock for profit could be a good fit for your farm and get advice on choosing the species that is right for your operation. What 
rookie mistakes can you avoid and what steps can you take to prepare for the plunge into animal husbandry? Topics will include 
needs of certain species and resources to make your enterprise a success. 

Randy Cutler • Cutler Country Comfort, Milladore, WI • www.cutlercountrycomfort.weebly.com
Randy, who is known to many for his knowledge on fencing systems and rotational grazing, also carries a 
wealth of animal husbandry knowledge from his personal experiences in raising sheep, beef and poultry 
on his family’s 227-acre farm near Milladore. Randy has worked with farmers throughout his professional 
life consulting in various farm management aspects; for over a decade he worked directly with farmers 
through his Cutler Fence business. 

GROW YOUR CHAPTER: Effective Messaging & Outreach  (Room H)
A workshop designed for chapters to increase public visibility and member recruitment. Learn how to craft 
a clear, informative, and alluring message for farmers and consumers alike. 

Deb Jakubek • Wisconsin Farmers Union  • djakubek@wisconsinfarmersunion.com
Deb Jakubek has served as Membership Coordinator for Wisconsin Farmers Union since 2011. She grew up 
on a small diversified livestock and crop farm in central Minnesota. She has lived in Wisconsin since 2000 
and enjoys raising her two children in the Wisconsin Farmers Union family.



7 • Youth Activities

Co-op Convention Agenda
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27
4:30-9pm    Registration (Ballroom  Lobby)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
7:30am        Registration open (Ballroom Lobby) 
9:15am        Welcome & Introductions
9:30am        Youth Program begins
10:15am      WFU Presidential Address
10:30am      Break
11:00am      Youth Program continues
12:00pm      Break
12:15pm      Award Luncheon & Keynote 
2:15pm        Afternoon free time
2:30pm        Torchbearer rehearsal
6:00pm        Banquet & Entertainment
        Torchbearer Ceremony
9:00pm        Social & dance for youth
11:30pm      Dance concludes
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
7:45am        Worship Service
8:45am        Breakfast
9:15am        Youth Program begins
10:45am      Break
11:00am      Youth Program continues
11:30am      NYAC Updates: Fly-In
11:45am      Evaluations
12:00pm      Lunch & Adjourn

Special thanks to our sponsor!

Doug O’Brien  • Exec. Vice President, Programs
National Cooperative Business Association 
Through his work with the National Cooperative Business 
Association, O’Brien works with the co-op community, both 
domestically and internationally, to deepen its impact on 
individuals and communities. Previously, he led the work of 
the White House Rural Council and served in top positions 
at the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development. 

Kirsten Moore • Director of Co-op Services
Willy Street Co-op 
Moore has managed the charitable, educational, and 
ownership/cooperative development services at Willy 
Street Co-op since 2013. Among highlights of her tenure are 
managing outreach efforts during a remodel of the Co-op’s 
East location and the opening of the Co-op’s North location; 
piloting retail nutrition incentive programming; and 
working to put over $1M back into the community. 

Lynn Pitman • Outreach Specialist 
University of Wisconsin Center for Cooperatives
Pitman provides resources and assistance on cooperative 
projects and issues, and develops educational materials on 
cooperative legal, financial, and economic impact issues. 
She has served on several grocery cooperative boards, in-
cluding leadership positions for a multi-year start-up effort 
that included market research and project work with other 
business, city, and community stakeholders. 

Erica Tessman • Social Media Coordinator 
Equity Cooperative Livestock 

Having grown up on a diversified livestock and crop 
farm, Tessman’s love for agriculture began at an early age. 
Erica graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Life Sciences 
Communications in May 2016 and now works as Social 
Media Coordinator at Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales 
Association. 

Matt Severson • Vice President, Risk Management 
Premier Cooperative
Severson, who grew up on a small dairy farm, holds a 
degree in Dairy Science with an emphasis in Agri-Business 
from UW-Platteville. In 1999, he began a career with Premier 
Cooperative, which was then a local ag and consumer sup-
ply cooperative with a handful of locations and a few dozen 
employees. Throughout his career with Premier, he has 
been a part of the cooperative’s growth and has held roles 
in the energy division, safety and compliance, and finance. 

A youth registration fee covers meals and 
program. Walk-ins welcome. Register in Grand 
Ballroom Lobby. Offerings include: 

• The Youth Co-op Convention (Sierra Vista) 
is a cooperative education program geared 
at youth in 7th-12th grade. Younger siblings 
welcome if accompanied by sibling, parent 
or youth leader. Includes youth dance and 
social Saturday. 

• The Co-op Youth Zone (Laguna) is for 
elementary-aged children and  features 
cooperative education, games and crafts in 
an informal setting. (Open 9am-5pm Sat. & 
9am-noon Sun.) 

• Child Care is offered at select times for our 
youngest attendees, infant to kindergarten. 
Drop off youth at Co-op Youth Zone (Laguna).

Youth Co-op Convention Presenters
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Platinum Sponsors
CHS Foundation

Gold Sponsors
NAU/QBE Crop Insurance

North Wind Renewable Energy
Organic Valley

Silver Sponsors
Midwest Renewable Energy Association

Exhibitors
Center for Integrated Ag Systems - UW Madison

Citizens’ Climate Lobby
Farm Service Agency

Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Co.
Soil Sisters  

Southwest CAP
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

UW Discovery Farms
WI DATCP - WI Farm Center

Wisconsin Food Hub Cooperative

A special thank you to the following WFU State Convention sponsors for their support!

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION ENDS JANUARY 12th!
Register today at www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com

 General Convention Information: 
WFU State Office, 715-723-5561 or info@wisconsinfarmersunion.com 

Sponsor & Exhibitor Information: 
Tommy Enright, 715-563-2169 or tenright@wisconsinfarmersunion.com

Media Contact: 
Danielle Endvick, 715-471-0398 or dendvick@wisconsinfarmersunion.com


